
Armagh Baptist Church – Sunday 10th September 2017  
Great Gospel Texts - 1 

‘How can I find forgiveness with God?’ 
Isaiah 1:1-20 

Introduction 
Last Sunday night, I preached on that great Gospel text from Romans 1:16-17… 
 

‘I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes, first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  

For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is  
by faith from first to last, just as it is written: the Righteous will live by Faith!’ 

 
Now, in the middle of that sermon I rhymed off a whole list of Gospel texts from 
throughout the Bible. Texts that in the past you would often have heard preached 
in this church. During the week, I became convicted that those texts need to be 
preached on again, because we must never move away from the Gospel.  
 
I would love to preach these great Gospel texts to a church full of people who 
were lost. But maybe the lost don’t want to come and hear the Gospel being 
preached anymore. But does that mean we stop preaching the Gospel? No, it 
doesn’t! We must go on preaching the Gospel come what may. Why? Because: 
 
1. One of the reasons this church exists is for the Preaching of the Gospel. 
2. Lost men and women still need to know where the Gospel may be found. 
3. You and I, who are already saved, need to hear the Gospel being preached: 
 - Otherwise we will move away from the Gospel ourselves, to good works. 
 - So that we can understand it ourselves, and then articulate it to others. 
 - These sermons go on-line, so who knows who will listen to it anywhere! 
 
So over the coming weeks and months, I’m simply going to make my way through 
that list of Gospel texts that I rhymed off to you last Sunday night. The first one 
was Isaiah 1:18. An invitation from God to come and have a chat about sin. 
 

‘Come now, let us reason together,’ says the Lord. 
‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 

though they are red like crimson, they shall be like wool.’ 
 
Isaiah was an amazing Old Testament character and writer: 
 

* He rubbed shoulders with royalty, and moved about freely in royal circles (6:1).  
* He had a tremendous grasp of the politics of the world of his day (chs.13-23).  
* Yet his total confidence was in his unchanging God (40:6-9,12-18,21-26,29-31). 
* He often foretold the coming of the Messiah (e.g. Isaiah chs.7, 9, 52 and 53). 
 

In a very real sense, he was the evangelist of the Old Testament: 
(eg. ch.7:14, 9:6-7, 11:1-5, 12:1-3, & ch.53, 55:1-2, etc, etc.) 
  
There is so much in the 66 chapters of this book we could study it for a life-time,  
But as I said we’re just going to touch on a number of Great Gospel texts in the 
coming weeks. And a number of them are found in Isaiah. 
  
ISAIAH 1:18-20 - HOW CAN I FIND FORGIVENESS? 
 
Isaiah was God’s messenger or God’s prophet to Judah and especially to the 
people of its capital - Jerusalem.  
 
But Isaiah doesn’t begin his book by telling us of his call to be a prophet.  
He leaves that until ch.6. Instead he starts his book by showing us why Judah and 
Jerusalem needed to hear a word from the Lord - why they needed a prophet.  
And why they needed to repent of their sins. 
 
It’s about 750 years before the birth of Christ.  
As v.1 tells us, Isaiah’s ministry begins sometime during the reign of King Uzziah, 
and would continue for about 50 years. 
 
In ch.1 Isaiah depicts a court-room scene. It’s Judah and Jerusalem who are in 
the dock; they are on trial. And Heaven and earth are called as witnesses (v.2)  
And God is the Prosecutor (v.2).  
He begins to lay out his charges against His people. 
Can you imagine the things God might say to us, if we were the ones in the dock? 
 
How many times have you taken God’s name in vain? 
How many times have you made something in your life more important to you than 
God? Have you been worshipping something else, or someone else instead? 
Have you stopped keeping one day in seven special for God, for rest, for worship? 
Have you long since stopped honouring your parents? Disobeying them blatantly? 
Have you stolen something? Have you been flirting with adultery? Maybe you 
haven’t physically committed adultery with someone, but have you been 
fantasizing about it? Have you been getting sucked in to pornography - on-line or 
in magazines, or on TV? Remember Jesus said the thoughts of our hearts and 
minds were just as bad as the actual physical act. 
Likewise Jesus said if we hated someone, it was just as bad as wanting them 
dead, and the Bible says ‘You shall not kill!’ 
Have you told lies, have you falsified your tax returns, have you coveted 
something that wasn’t yours?  
 
All of these are ways in which we can be guilty of breaking God’s laws.  
And when we break God’s Laws, we offend a holy God, and we are guilty of sin! 



And when we’re guilty of sin, then we need to find forgiveness for our sins. 
  
If we want to find forgiveness and peace with God, then there are certain things 
we need to attend to: 
  

1. We need to stop turning our backs on God! (vs.2-4) 
 

God refers to Judah as the children he had reared (vs.2-3) 
But an animal would treat its master better than the people of Judah had treated 
their God (v.4): 

- They had rebelled against Him. 
- They had spurned the one who had given them everything. 
- They had forsaken, and turned their backs on the God who had made a 

covenant with them. The God who had promised to be faithful to them and 
bless them if they would only walk in his ways. 
 

Why did they do that? - It didn’t make any sense. 
Well God is referred to as “The Holy One of Israel.” (v.4b)  
And they are referred to as a “Sinful nation.” (v.4a) And that’s the problem - Sin.  
 
That’s what sin is - It’s turning your back on God. It’s going your own way.  
It’s rebelling against how God wants you to live. Sin separates us from God. 
 
There is a sinful nature within each one of us from the day we are born, and it 
causes us to go our own way, to rebel, turn our backs on God; do our own thing. 
 
We need to come to a point in our lives where we recognise that, and stop doing 
it, and turn around, and start seeking after God, each one of us, for ourselves. 
  

2. We need to realise that sin affects every part of our lives (vs.5-9) 
 

Increasingly, and maybe today more than ever before, people trivialise sin. 
“Sure we all do it.” “It’s only a misdemeanour”. “Sure he couldn’t help it.” 
 
I was struck by the lyrics of a song that has been on the radio all year: 
It’s by Hosier.  ‘I’m only human after all, I’m only human after all,  

Don’t put the blame on me, Don’t put the blame on me.’ 
 
That is the song of this age, in which we live. We’re only human after all, Don’t 
expect too much of us. Don’t blame us for the things we do. It’s as if we can’t help 
it. But the fact is, we can help it, if we want to. We need to take personal 
responsibility for our actions. Because one day God will call each of us to account. 

 
So we need to come to the point where we see our sin as God sees it:  

…Sin is serious! (vs.5-6) 
 
(i) Every part of us is affected on a personal level by sin: “Total depravity”. 
 
There is no sin you could imagine, that any one of us in this room isn’t capable of. 
Do you believe that?  
There is no sin you could imagine, that any one of us in this room isn’t capable of. 
We could all stoop to the lowest of the low. 
Why do I say that? 
Because we are all tainted by the same sinful nature. 
Every part of our being has been tainted by sin. Right from birth. We are born with 
that sinful nature, and it’s not too long until that sinful nature gets to work, leading 
us further and further away from God, and deeper and deeper into sin. 
‘There but for the grace of God, go you and I.’ 
 
We’re only human after all. All of us are tainted by our sinful human natures. 
We are totally depraved. We are capable of anything. 
Sometimes we think we’re above all that. 
Until someone in our church falls into sin – blatant, open sin. 
And then we realise it would be possible for any one of us to fall into sin. 
Sin is serious, and it affects every area of our lives. We are totally depraved! 
  
....And it affects our Nation (vs.7,8) 
 
Maybe in the past our nation could at least try to boast that it was ‘a Christian 
nation.’ I don’t happen to believe there is any such thing. There is only a Christian 
Church (in my Bible) that lives in a secular society. Church and Nation are two 
different things. But the deeper the nation goes into sin, and the further our nation 
gets away from God, the more the church needs to be different. We, in the church, 
need to ‘shine like stars in the universe as we hold out the Word of Life!’ 
 
Our nation is steeped in sin. It’s going from bad to worse.  
We’ve had people mowed down on the streets of our Capital City by men driving 
cars and vans. We’ve had people slashed with machetes, on a night out, by these 
men, when they jump out of their vans.  
 
And it would be very easy to think that’s them, but it’s not us. We’re different! 
I hope we are different, but we’re still sinners. We’re still guilty.  
 
Our nation is steeped in sin, when you realise the amount of child abuse that has 
been uncovered in recent years in vice rings and paedophile rings in the Midlands, 
but also in the establishment – in places like the BBC, and even in churches!  
Our Nation is steeped in sin, and it’s going from bad to worse, and we’re part of all 
that! 



(ii) All of us are affected by sin on a national level:  
 
‘Righteousness exalts a nation’ – But the opposite is also true:  
‘Sin is a disgrace to any people.’ (Proverbs 14:34 NASB). 
 
We all have to take a certain amount of blame for the state our country is in.  
We can’t sit back and say it’s got nothing to do with me! 
 
Sin starts on a personal level and spreads to affect society at large, not the other 
way around. All of us are part of the problem; all of us need the same solution. 
  
(iii) If it wasn’t for the fact that God is merciful, He could have wiped us all 
out long ago, just like he did with Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19). 
 
In fact God uses those two ‘terms of contempt’ in v.9 to refer to those who were 
supposed to be the People of God! That’s how far they had fallen! 
 
The sins that Sodom and Gomorrah were guilty of, were many. 
But one that is recorded for us in Scripture is the sin of the men of those cities who 
wanted Lot to bring out his visitors so that they could have sex with them. And his 
visitors were men – they were messengers of God. Lot even offered his own 
daughter to them instead, because these men had come under the protection of 
his home, and his hospitality. What a horrific crime – the sin of homosexual rape! 
That’s what these men of Sodom and Gomorrah wanted to get up to. That’s how 
they wanted to treat the messengers of God who had come into their midst! 
 
And as we read in Romans ch.1 last Sunday night, God has given our society over 
to these same sins and inclinations. So much so, that many think it’s OK now. 
Many think it’s quite normal now! But it’s not! Sin, is sin, is sin. And we need to be 
very careful, we don’t get sucked into thinking the same way as those around us. 
 

3. We need to realise that God is angry with sin (vs.10-17) 
 

In (vs.11-13a) the people were still going through the motions of their religion. 
 
They were outwardly very religious, but it was meaningless and empty worship. 
God saw through it, and he had no time for it. 
 
In (vs.13b-15) they were still keeping their Sabbaths & praying, but their hearts 
weren’t in it. (Does that sound like any of us here tonight??) 
 
Religion was just a drudgery they kept doing because they’d always done it! 
God says, “Stop doing wrong!” - “Learn to do right!” (vs.16-17).  
i.e. Repent! That’s what’s needed - Repentance - and True Faith.  

And this is where God offers Hope...  
  

4. We need to accept the forgiveness God offers us in Christ  (vs.18-20) 
 

God extends an invitation, in which... 
 

(i) He wants to Reason with us (v.18a) - He is open to talk to us. 
  
‘Come now, let us reason together’ says the Lord. 

 
The verdict should have been “Guilty”, but God offers “Pardon” instead. How? 
 

(ii) He stands Ready to Forgive us. (v.18b) –  
 
‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they can be white as snow.’  
Sins that seem as red as crimson, can be like wool.          
(How? - See 1 John 1:7-9 – by the shed blood of Jesus Christ!) 

 
(iii) He will Restore those who Respond. (v.19) 

 
“If you are willing and obedient you will have the best.” (cf. Matt 6:33) 

 
(iv) He will be Ruthless with those who Reject Him. (v.20) 

 
“If you resist and rebel you will be devoured by the sword.”  
 
God stands offering forgiveness to us right now, in Christ. 
But if we refuse and continue to go our own way, that same Christ  
will become our Judge, and God will pour out His righteous Judgment 
upon us, on the Last Day. 

  
So in Conclusion: 

 
We are left with 2 stark alternatives: 
 
Either vs.26-27: Become righteous by faith. By trusting in Jesus.  

‘The Just will Live by faith’ in Him (v.27) (See Rom 1:16-17) 
 

Or else v.28:  Forsake the Lord in rebellion and sin, and perish forever! 
   
Compare that to John 3:16 – for the same 2 stark alternatives. 
 
‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that whoever believes 
in Him will not perish, but will have eternal life.’ Those are the only two options! 


