
Armagh Baptist Church – Sunday 24th September 2017  
Great Gospel Texts - 2 
‘A Gospel Invitation’ 

Isaiah 55:1-13 
Introduction 
On my first Sunday night back I preached that great Gospel text: Rom.1:16-17… 
 

‘I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes, first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  

For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is  
by faith from first to last, just as it is written: the Righteous will live by Faith!’ 

 
Then 2 weeks ago we went back to the Old Testament for the first of a series on 
Great Gospel Texts in the Bible: Isaiah 1:18 – How can I find forgiveness? 
Isaiah 1:18 is really an invitation from God to come and have a chat about our sin. 
 

‘Come now, let us reason together,’ says the Lord. 
‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 

though they are red like crimson, they shall be like wool.’ 
 
Tonight we are staying in the Book of Isaiah, but we’re jumping ahead to ch.55. 
Here we have another Great Gospel Invitation in vs.1-3… 
 

‘Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 
Why spend money on what is not bread,  

and your labour on what does not satisfy?  
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,  

and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.  
Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live.’ 

 
What a tremendous invitation! It’s a Great Gospel Invitation. It’s for you and me! 
There are three things that can be said about this Great Invitation in Isaiah ch.55: 

 
1. It’s Free! (vs.1-2) 
 
Just listen to v.1 again: 

‘Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.’ 
 

This is such a tremendous invitation, it’s inviting you to something that is 
absolutely and completely free!  

We live in a day and age when you can be invited to anything under the sun, 
maybe through Facebook, or on the Internet, or in the local press, or wherever 
else such things are advertised, but I can tell you: They all cost you something! 
In fact some of the things you’re invited to cost you a fortune! 
 
As you know we’re having our Centenary Dinner in the Civic Centre in a few 
weeks time. The invitations have gone out. The tickets have been printed.  
But even that costs you something - £20 for adults, and £10 for children. 
 
But here’s an invitation to something that’s going to cost you nothing! 
And it’s couched in terms of food and drink. 
 
‘Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters’ – to satisfy your thirst! 
‘And you have no money, come, buy and eat’ – to satisfy your hunger! 
‘Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost’ – it’ll cost you nothing! 
 
Here’s a question in v.2: ‘Why do you spend your money on what is not bread  

 and your labour on what does not satisfy?’ 
 
Here’s the remedy (v.2): ‘Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,  

 and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.’ 
 
This isn’t talking about physical food and drink, that’ll only satisfy you for a few 
hours. This is talking about spiritual food and drink that will always satisfy you. 
 
I believe Billy Reid spoke to you last Sunday night about the Woman at the Well - 
The Woman of Samaria of John ch.4. Turn with me to that passage for a moment, 
because there in that passage Jesus talks to the woman about water. 
And he talks to his disciples about food. 
 
First of all, he talks to the woman about water. What kind of water? (vs.7-14) 
Water that will always satisfy. Water that would spring up within her to eternal life. 
Water that if she drank it, she wouldn’t have to keep coming to draw more water. 
Water that would satisfy her deepest longings right there and then! 
 
What was Jesus talking about? He was talking about eternal life! (John 4:13-14) 
 
But then his disciples came back from the nearby town where they had gone to 
get food (v.8 and v.27). 
When the woman disappeared into town to tell them about who she’d met, the 
disciples urge Jesus to eat something, tired as he was from the journey. 
(v.6 and v.31).  
If He had used a riddle about water to teach the woman a spiritual lesson;  
He now uses the idea of food to teach his own disciples a spiritual lesson: 



Jesus said to his disciples: 
(v.32) ‘I have food to eat that you know nothing about.’ 
 
(v.33) ‘Then his disciples said to each other,  
“Could someone have brought him food?” 
 
(v.34) ‘My food’ said Jesus ‘is to do the will of him who sent me  
and to finish his work.’ 
 
Just as he had tried to get the Samaritan woman to understand the idea of eternal 
life by using an illustration about water that could quench her deepest thirst,  
So he was trying to get his own Jewish disciples to understand the idea of eternal 
life by using an illustration about food. What he was trying to say was: He would 
never be satisfied until he had finished the work the Father had sent Him to do, 
and that was to purchase eternal life for us, by his death for us on the cross and 
by rising again from the dead. Until he could cry out ‘It is finished’ from that cruel 
Roman Cross at the end of his life here on earth, he would never be satisfied. 
He had important work to do on the cross, so that all of us could have eternal life! 
It might be free for us, but it was going to cost him absolutely everything! 
 
Only after His work on the cross was finished, would the seed of the Gospel that 
he was already sowing in the lives of the Samaritans that day, really bear fruit.  
A great harvest would be gathered in of lost souls from every tribe, people and 
nation, and that’s exactly the message he was trying to get across to his own 
disciples in vs.35-38. 
 
You see, as a result of his stop-off in Samaria that day, not only did the Samaritan 
woman come to have eternal life, but many others in her village came to trust in 
Christ too, because this Gospel invitation was for all.  
Because Jesus really is the Saviour, not just of Israel, but of the world! (vs.39-42). 
 
The first thing about this invitation is, It’s free!, but the second thing about it is… 
 
2. It’s for All! (vs.3-5) 
 
This Gospel Invitation that we’re looking at away back in Isaiah ch.55 tonight, was 
not just for the Jews of Israel (ch.54) it’s for the Gentile nations of this world as 
well (ch.55). That includes us! 
 
You have to see where this chapter comes in the book of Isaiah. The first part of 
the book right from chs.1-39 is all about God’s Judgement hanging over his people 
Israel, but it was also hanging over all the surrounding nations of the world as well. 
 
In ch.40 then, the tone changes:  

‘Comfort, Comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been 

paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.’ 
 
After words of judgement God was now speaking words of comfort to his people. 
Just like he’d said in ch.1:18…  
 
‘Come now, let us reason together says the Lord, though your sins be as scarlet, 

they can be as white as snow, though they be red like crimson,  
they can be like wool.’ 

How was that possible?  
Well, the very next words in Isaiah ch.40 refer to John the Baptist, heralding the 
coming of the Messiah: 
 

‘A voice of one calling: “in the desert prepare the way for the Lord;  
make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.” 

 
And then what do we have in Isaiah chs.52 & 53? 
 
We have the Servant Song of the Messiah who had come to give his life as a 
ransom for many. The Man of Sorrows, familiar with suffering. The one from whom 
men hide their faces. The one who was smitten, stricken by God and afflicted.  
The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. By his stripes we are healed.  
That great chapter, Isaiah 53 is a picture, 700 years before it ever happened,  
of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. A picture of what it was going to take to 
purchase eternal life for you and for me, and for a world of sinners. 
 
And what are the two chapters that follow Isaiah 53? 
 
Isaiah 54, which speaks of the restoration of wayward Israel (See vs.6-8). 
 
And Isaiah 55, which as we are seeing tonight, is a Gospel invitation for the rest of 
the world. It’s for all! 
 
It says in v.1: ‘Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters…’ 
Who is this invitation for? 
It’s for everyone! The thirsty, the needy, the poor who can’t afford it.  
The dissatisfied (v.2) Those who are dissatisfied with what ‘their religious labours’ 
have got them. But it’s for ALL who are thirsty (v.1) – It’s for everyone! 
This is an invitation with your name, and my name, written all over it! 
 
In v.3 Isaiah is still using the Old Testament term, ‘Covenant’. He’s talking about 
the Covenant that God made with Abraham, away back in Genesis ch.12. But that 
was never meant to be restricted to just the Jews. Abraham was going to have 



spiritual descendants, believers like Him, not just from Israel, ‘like the sand on the 
seashore’, but from all the nations of the world, ‘like the stars in the sky’, if anyone 
could count them. The blessings promised to Abraham, and then to David, would 
spill over to the peoples of the world, to the nations, to the Gentiles (vs.3-5). 
 
The first thing we could say about this invitation is: ‘It’s Free!’ 
The second thing we could say about this invitation is: ‘It’s for All!’ 
And the third thing we can say about this invitation is this: ‘It’s Urgent!’ 
 
3. It’s Urgent! (vs.6-7) 
 

‘Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him while He is near. 
Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. 

Let him turn to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him. 
And to our God, for He will freely pardon.’ 

 
There’s a similar verse in the New Testament: (2 Corinthians 6:2) 
 

“I tell you, now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation!’ 
 

And then there’s that verse that used to be over the pulpit in the old Baptist church 
on the Mall…that is now in the stained glass window above our front door here: 
 

‘The coming of the Lord draweth nigh!’ (James 5:8) 
 

Those verses may have been written 700 or 800 years apart. 
They may have been written 2000 and more years ago. 
But they are still true. 
 
There is an urgency about this invitation, that you can’t ignore. 
 

‘Seek the Lord while He may be found…’ 
 
There is more than a hint here that your time could be running out; 
That there will come a time when you will not be able to find the Lord. 
 
We are told to ‘call upon him while he is near.’ 
There is more than a hint here that there’s coming a time when God will be far 
away, and you’ll not be able to call out to him for mercy or for grace. 
There is an urgency about getting right with God, that we sometimes forget about. 
 
How many times have you heard the Gospel? 
How many times have you been given the opportunity to respond to Christ? 
How many times have you walked away and tried to forget all about it? 

Well, tonight, in God’s mercy, you’re being given another opportunity. 
Don’t waste it. Don’t squander it! 
 
Sometimes people know that they need to be saved, they need to be converted, 
they need to trust in Christ, a long time before they actually take that step.  
Why is that? 
 
Well, of course we believe in the moving of the Holy Spirit. We believe that the 
Holy Spirit needs to convict someone of their sins, before they will ever actually 
get saved. That’s something only God the Holy Spirit can do. 
 
But sometimes, humanly speaking, the individual just don’t know what to do. 
Like the Philippian Jailer, when he was brought face to face with his need, he still 
had to cry out, ‘What must I do, to be saved!?’ 
 
Like the people on the Day of Pentecost, listening to Peter preach the Gospel. 
Their response when they were cut to the heart, convicted of their sins, was to cry 
out: ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do!?’ 
 
What is it that we have to actually DO to be saved? 
 
On one level, the answer to that question is ‘nothing!’ – you have to do nothing. 
Jesus has done it all for you on the cross. That’s why he cried out, “It is finished!” 
He’s done it all! 
 
But on another level, the night that any one of us got saved, there was something 
that we did. There was a response that we personally had to make to Christ. 
And it’s here in these verses… 
 
Look at vs.6-7 - You have to Seek the Lord.   What does that mean? 

- You have to Call on Him while he is near.  What does that mean? 
 - ‘Let the wicked forsake his own way and the evil man his thoughts.’ 
       What does that mean? 

- ‘Let him turn to the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him.’ 
- ‘And to our God, for He will freely (He will abundantly) pardon.’ 

What does all that mean? 
What is it that you have to do in order to be saved? 
 
Answer: Repentance towards God + Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:21) 

‘I have declared to both Jews and Greeks (there it is again – it’s for all) that 
they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

Turn from your sin. Turn to God. Do a U-turn. Put your faith in Jesus to save you. 
 
And so I rest confident in v.8-11. And I invite you to enter into the joy of v.12-13. 


