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2 Corinthians Series No.1 

2 Corinthians 1:1-11 - “The God of All Comfort” 
Introduction 
This morning I’m starting a new series with you on Second Corinthians.  
We looked at First Corinthians a few years ago, and I always intended to get back 
to 2 Corinthians as soon as possible. But perhaps more time has passed than I 
intended and you may not be able to remember much about the first series.  
So let me try to refresh your memories a little about some of the background to 
these letters. 
 
Paul’s first visit to Corinth is recorded for us in Acts ch.18 – That’s when the 
Church was planted. According to Acts 18:9-11 Paul didn’t get it easy there. It was 
a tough spot. But the Lord told him to stick with it, and as a result, he stayed for 18 
months and finally a church was planted as a number of folk believed the Gospel. 
 
Shortly after his time there he sent them a letter – His first letter to Corinth.  
This is not 1 Corinthians that we have in our Bibles, because in 1 Cor 5:9 Paul 
refers to a letter he had written before this. This letter now seems to be lost. 
 
Then some time after that letter, our “First Corinthians” was written probably in 
the Spring of AD55. So First Corinthians that we have in our Bibles was actually 
Paul’s second letter to the church in Corinth, and it was written to deal with various 
issues that had arisen in the young church. It was certainly a church with many 
major problems. Corinth wasn’t the perfect church by any means! Neither are we! 
 
Later Paul made what he calls a “Painful Visit” to Corinth (see 2 Corinthians 2:1). 
Then he wrote another “Severe Letter” to them (see 2 Corinthians 2:4) 
Paul seems to have done all this during his 3 year stay in Ephesus (Acts 19). 
 
At the beginning of Acts 20 Paul leaves Ephesus and meets up with Titus in 
Macedonia (v.1). Titus brings news that the majority of the members in the 
Corinthian Church had now mended their ways, and so in the light of that good 
news… 
 
Paul now writes 2 Corinthians probably in the Autumn of AD56. So that makes 
“2 Corinthians” in our Bibles actually Paul’s fourth letter altogether to this church. 
We have 2 of them, but the other 2 have not survived for some reason.  
God obviously never intended them to be part of our Bibles.  
 
In Acts 20:2 we find that Paul then made a third visit to Corinth and the region of 
Achaia after he had written Second Corinthians.  
 
So if you can remember that far back Paul had dealt severely with many moral 
problems that had crept into the Church at Corinth in First Corinthians.  

So we could say that First Corinthians opened our eyes to the problems in the 
church. But in Second Corinthians Paul now turns the spotlight off the church and 
onto his own heart, so in a very real way this letter will open our eyes to the 
problems Paul faced and the pain he felt even as a Christian in the Lord’s work. 
 
Much had happened since the writing of First Corinthians to discourage Paul in his 
ministry and so he begins 2 Corinthians ch.1 by dealing with the subject of 
discouragement, and how he coped with it. 
 
But why are we, as a church here in Armagh, going to study 2 Corinthians at the 
end of 2016? Well, what I’ve been struck by, as I’ve begun to study this letter, is 
how God is described in the opening chapter. He is described in v.3 as:  
 

‘The Father of Compassion and the God of all Comfort.’ 
 
Now, I know we are starting into a new season of work here in Armagh, and we’ve 
all had a good break over the summer, but we can’t forget that over this past year 
or so, many in our congregation, and in the wider community here in Armagh, have 
suffered terrible tragedies and awful bereavements.  
As a church we have felt the loss of men like Alan Henry and Dennis Knipe.  
In the community many have felt the loss of two young people:  
Lesley Ann McCarragher and John Irwin.  
Over the summer Jean Armstrong has felt the loss of her son and her sister-in-law. 
Many others are struggling with major problems in their families, and they’re just 
about at their wit’s end! There is certainly a need for compassion and comfort! 
 
Later on this month, on Wednesday nights, starting on 21

st
 September we’re going 

to be running Griefshare fortnightly instead of our normal mid-week meeting. 
Maggie Burrows and her team from Foundation Ministries will be running it. 
Maggie will introduce each evening, and then we will watch a DVD presentation, 
and then there will be opportunities in groups to share, discuss and pray.  
Now I know, if your grief is still raw, you might feel like running a mile from all that. 
But can I ask you to seriously consider coming along, and bring others with you, 
who might not normally attend our mid-week meetings, but who need what 
Griefshare has to offer. I really hope that it will be a source of healing for many. 
And an opportunity for all of us to understand what folk are going through, and to 
be better prepared ourselves for when we have to pass through times of sorrow. 
 
What are we to do at times like these? Where are we to turn? 
Well, what did Paul do? Where did he turn when he was under pressure? 
 

1. Paul’s Source of Comfort was “The God of all Comfort” (v.1-3) 
 

I know Paul is not specifically talking about bereavement here, but he will address 
the subject in ch.5. Paul is talking about difficult times in the Lord’s work generally!  



When he got discouraged or knocked down in the Lord’s work he remembered 
some key truths. 
He remembered that… 
 

1. He was called by God to this work (v.1) 
 

Otherwise he would never have chosen to be in it! God had called him to it!  
He begins this letter by reminding us and himself of that fact. He was… 
 
 “An apostle of Christ Jesus – by the will of God” (v.1) 
 
God had called him to minister to people and their needs and problems.  
No-one takes that upon themselves – they’d be mad if they did!  
It was God who had called him to this work. 
 

2. The churches he planted were God’s, not his (v.1) 
 

They weren’t his – they were “the church[es] of God” as he says in v.1.  
So he writes his letter “To the Church of God in Corinth.” 
The people belonging to those churches were God’s sheep, not his.  
They had been entrusted to Paul, but only for him to look after for a while.  
At the end of the day you hand the sheep back into God’s hands and ask him to 
look after their many and complex problems. No human being can do it all! 
 
I remember in my first church, Mullaghmeen, being given a very useful piece of 
advice by John Brown, who was taking a Mission for us at the time. I had only 
been a pastor for a year or two at the time, and was getting deeper and deeper 
into dealing with people’s problems in counselling situations.  
Maybe John thought I was getting in too deep. But he said this to me –   
 
 “Make sure you’re running after sheep to help them, and not a  
 crowd of silly goats, who’ll not listen to your advice anyway.” 
 
Now you might not understand that if you’ve never been a pastor yourself, but it 
certainly helped me to get a proper perspective on things. I suppose as a young 
pastor, fresh out of college, you get the idea that you can set the world to rights, 
that no problem is going to defeat you, you’re going to take it all and sort it all out.  
 
I soon realised there were many problems, no matter how much I tried to fix them, 
or how many hours of day and night I tried to counsel people, they were never 
going to get sorted out. So I had to learn to hand them back into God’s hands and 
allow him in his own way to deal with them. At the end of the day the people are 
God’s people, and the churches are God’s churches.  
Mullaghmeen, Cavan or Armagh Baptist Churches are not ‘my churches’ – they 
are all part of God’s Church! And you know what? That is strangely comforting! 

3. He knew his source of strength was found in God alone (vs.2-3) 
 

He talks about Grace and Peace in v.2 but these come from God the Father, 
through the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
We all need grace if we are to be able to cope with problems,  
And we all need to find peace in the midst of our problems.  
Well we can only find these things in God – no-one else!  
Why? Because here Paul tells us that our God is: 
 

“The Father of Compassion” 
and 

“The God of all Comfort.” 
 
When we’re facing problems we need someone who will show us compassion, 
and we’re looking for someone who will comfort us. Well we need to look no 
further than God. He is the Father of compassion – the very source of compassion.  
And he is the God of all comfort. He is all we need, whatever we are facing,  
or whatever we’re going through. 
 
But what does Paul mean by this word “Comfort” – The God of all Comfort? 
 
 Well the word comfort is really two words put together from Latin roots: 
 Com fortis – “com” meaning “with,” and “fortis” meaning “strength.”  
 With strength. He is the God who gives us strength. 
 
 But in Greek the word for comfort is “paraklete” The very same word that 
 Jesus uses in John chs.14-16 to refer to the Holy Spirit – “The Comforter”  
 
Paraklete again is two words put together. “Calleo” - to call, and “para” -alongside, 
so paraklete means the one who is called along side us to strengthen and help us. 
And that someone is none other than the Holy Spirit of God. 
 
Do you see how our best source of strength, indeed our only source of strength 
when we’re passing through troubles is God Himself.  
 
Those are the 3 lessons Paul reminded himself of whenever he was passing 
through troubles in his own life, or in his church-life. 
 
1. He was called by God to this work, 
2. The churches belonged to God, not him, and  
3. His only source of strength in the midst of trouble was God Himself. 
 
So that’s the first thing we see in this passage - Paul’s source of comfort was God. 
 



2. Paul’s own need of comfort (v.4; 8-11) 
 

Maybe you’re sitting there thinking, what did the great apostle Paul ever get down 
about. Sure he was a super-saint. I’m sure he never got down or discouraged! 
Well look again: 
Paul says that God is the one “who comforts us in all our troubles…” 
And he talks about “the comfort we ourselves have received from God.” (v.4). 
Paul is talking about some recent trial that he himself has passed through.  
And it was in and through those times of trouble that he himself had experienced 
God’s comfort. 
 
But what were these trials? 
 
(v.8) Well he talks about “hardships suffered in Asia.” That’s where Ephesus was - 
where Paul had been for the past three years. A riot had broken out there because 
of the Gospel he had preached. He says that he was “under great pressure.”  
He was “far beyond [his] ability to endure [it]” - So that he “despaired even of life.” 
 
Can you imagine it, the great apostle Paul under so much stress and pressure that 
he wished he could just die there and then!?  
Paul was certainly in need of God’s comfort. 
(v.9) He says, “We felt the sentence of death in our hearts.” (i.e. heart-broken?) 
But then he was able to say,  
(v.10) “But God delivered us from such a deadly peril!” 
 
What sort of trials were they?  
 
Were they physical fears / dangers or trials – See 2 Corinthians 11:23-29. 
Was it personal ill-health? – See 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 “thorn in the flesh” 
Or was it personal hurt that he had felt because of the Corinthians behaviour? 
Was it this that led to his own personal discouragement? See 2 Cor.1:23-2:4. 
 
You see, God’s greatest servants are not immune to pain and hurt and 
discouragement. They too need the ministry of the strengthening of God’s Holy 
Spirit – They too can need “comforting.” 
 
Dr John Henry Jowett, (known as the greatest preacher in the English speaking 
world at a time) said this,  

“You seem to imagine that I have no ups and downs, but just a level and lofty 
stretch of spiritual attainment with unbroken joy and equanimity. By no means! 

I am often perfectly wretched and everything appears most murky.” 
 
C.H. Spurgeon told his large congregation in London one time,  

“I am the subject of depressions of spirit so fearful that I hope none of you 
ever get to such extremes of wretchedness as I go to.” 

So the greatest of saints still have need of God’s comfort. 
 

3. Paul’s Offer of Comfort to others (vs.4-7) 
 

Why is it that great men of God can feel down, just like the rest of us?  
 
Well, it’s so that they too can experience God’s comfort in life’s turmoil, first-hand 
for themselves, and so have some personal experience of God’s help to be able to 
pass on to others. 
 
But when we’re down, should we be closed up in our own wee world wallowing in 
self-pity for ourselves?  

– No! look again at v.4. 
 

We receive comfort from God, so that we can in turn minister comfort to others 
in their need.  
 
But do ministers have to pass through all the same tragedies and experiences as 
their sheep if they are to truly be of help to them?  

- No! Look at v.4. 
 

God comforts us “in our troubles” so we can help those “in any trouble.” 
 
So my experiences may not be the same as yours (and you wouldn’t wish some of 
them on me) but if I have received comfort from God in my particular troubles, then 
I can minister God’s comfort to you whatever your trouble is, and vice versa. 
 
My grief, in losing unborn twins on our first wedding anniversary, might be totally 
different from your grief, losing a loved one later in life, but it is still real grief.  
But how I have known the comfort of God in my situation enables me to minister to 
you, whatever the particular situation you are passing through.  
 
There is no better therapy for those who are wrapped up in their own problems 
than to show them someone who is worse off than themselves.  
It’s usually the first thing to put their problems into perspective! 
 
So v.4 is an explanation of the ministry of comfort: - It is only as we ourselves 
experience comfort from God in our own needs that we in turn can be of comfort to 
others in any need. – How can we do this? By prayer and by counsel (vs.10-11). 
 
We need to remember in God’s Church we are called to be channels of blessing to 
others, not selfish sponges just soaking up the benefits for ourselves - Pass it on! 
 
Q. How have you experienced the compassion and comfort of God recently? 
Q. How have you in turn shown compassion or comfort to someone else in need? 


