
3. AFTER – The Total Transformation of Paul’s Life Since Conversion 
(vs.16-24) 

 
You might think you know all about Christ, but until you allow Him into your heart 
by faith, you’ll never be saved, and you’ll not know the wonderful change He can 
make in your life., and you’ll never know him as a personal relationship. 
 
The change in Paul’s life was so evident: 
 

(i) God’s Son had been revealed in Paul for a Purpose (v.16) 
‘That I might preach Him among the Gentiles’ 
And Paul did so immediately! (v.17) 
To Arabs and Gentiles – in Arabia and Damascus (Syria). 
These would have been very difficult places to start! 
But he was preaching Christ! – The one he used to hate! 

 
(ii) Three years later he met with the Apostles (vs.18-20) 

The leaders of this faith that he used to arrest, now sat together in 
fellowship with him! They were now united in Christ! 
It probably took those 3 years to overcome their prejudices! 
Could it really be true that this man was a changed man!? 
Could he really be trusted? Praise God, he could! 

 
(iii) His whole Reputation had changed! (vs.22-24) 

This Arch-Persecutor and murderer of Christians… 
Had become one of their most able Preachers! 
His reputation was (v.23) 
And the result was (v.24) 
And all the glory went to God! 
It was God’s work. It had been God’s doing! To God be the Glory! 

 
Conclusion 
 
If Paul’s life could be totally transformed from a persecutor to a preacher of the 
Gospel – then so can yours, or anybody else’s! No matter what you have done,  
No matter what they have done! There is hope for us all! 
 
It might sound hard to believe, but all it takes is simple faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and what He did for as at the Cross. It doesn’t take a lot of work on our 
part! 
 
In that moment, we are totally transformed, by the Grace of God! 
 

Faith alone, in Christ alone, is enough, to totally change your life! 
It’s enough to totally change anybody’s life! 
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Galatians 1:11-24  
“Can faith alone really change lives?” 

 
Galatians re-cap: 
We introduced this letter last time, and we discovered that Paul wrote this letter.  
It was probably his first letter that he wrote as an Apostle. 
He wrote it to the churches he had just planted in Derbe, Lystra and Iconium, on 
his first missionary journey, in an area known as South Galatia. 
He did so to warn them from turning away to false teachers who were adding 
‘works’ to the Gospel he had preached to them. 
 
Theme: 
There is only one Gospel. There is only one way to God. 
It is by faith alone in Christ alone that we are saved. 
If you add any PLUS to the Gospel you destroy it. 
 
But you can just hear the objections of his readers – their taunts & mockery. 
 

How can faith alone in anybody really change somebody’s life? 
 

After all, that’s the big test of all religion –  
If it doesn’t change your life, what's the point in it? 

 
Can faith alone in Christ alone really change lives? 
 
That’s the question we are going to look at this evening: 
 
To answer that question Paul simply relates his own testimony, his own life story. 
 
He keeps it really simple: He talks about Before, During & After his conversion. 
 

1. BEFORE: Paul’s Previous Way of Life – Before Conversion (vs.13-14) 
 
Paul begins his testimony by referring back to his life before he put his faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (vs13-14) 
What was he like before the day of his conversion to Christ? 
 

(i) His Former way of life in Judaism (v.13) 
 
Before his conversion he was religious. It was a very strict, moral, religious life. 
He was a Pharisee – and sought to keep the Laws of Moses, and indeed all the 
petty rules and regulations that went with it, as diligently as he possibly could. 
But not only was he religious, he was also fanatical. A dangerous combination! 



(ii) He was a Persecutor of the Church of God (v.13) 
 
He saw these ‘Christians’ as a dangerous, breakaway sect from the historical 
Jewish faith, that he was so proud of, himself. 
 
He was so zealous for Judaism that he persecuted the Church of God (v.13) 
‘beyond measure’. 
 
He went far and beyond the call of duty, and was seeking ‘to destroy it’ completely. 
He was trying to stamp it out! (v.13) 
 
As such, he was a cold-hearted, ruthless, murderer. 
He was a fanatic of the Jewish Religion. 
So fanatical he couldn’t see that was he was doing was commiting murder! 
 
We think religious extremists are a modern day phenomenon – people who are 
willing to kill because of their own religious beliefs – willing to kill others who don’t 
agree with them, or practice their religion the way they’d want them to. 
 
But there’s nothing new under the sun. Down through the ages religious extremism 
has often led to killing people who held a different set of beliefs – whether it was 
Catholics killing Protestants, not just here in Ireland, but across the Continent of 
Europe, or vice versa. Or whether it’s Islamic extremists blowing themselves up in 
crowded shopping centres or airports, or someone driving a lorry down a crowded 
boulevard in Nice mowing down human beings in July!  
People who are purely motivated by their particular view of religion can be very 
dangerous in the hands of the Evil One. 
And Saul of Tarsus was just another example – an Extremist Jew – who saw early 
Christianity growing out of Judaism – as a dangerous sect that needed to be 
stamped out – nipped in the bud, before their kind of teaching spread to others! 
 
It's unbelievable, but as a self righeous Jew, intent on keeping the Law of Moses 
religiously, he couldn’t see that killing Christians was breaking the ‘Thou Shalt not 
Kill’ commandment! It’s so easy to become blinkered, to justify your own actions! 
 

(iii) He was exceedingly zealous for Jewish Tradition (v.14) 
 
He was learning and advancing far beyond his contemporaries. 
He wasn’t half-hearted in his religion – He was totally convinced he was right! 
Such a person is so hard to change by reason or argument! 
 
If all roads led to God – and all it takes to get you into heaven is religious zeal – 
then Paul would have made it no problem. He would have won hands down! 
But religious zeal and sincerity is not the way of salvation. 
You can be sincere, but you can be sincerely wrong! And that was Paul! 

2. DURING - God Broke into His Life (vs15-16) – At Conversion 
 
Did you notice in vs.11-14 that Paul kept on saying, ‘I did this…’ and ‘I did that…’ 
 
But when we come to v.15 he says, ‘BUT GOD…’ did something. God stepped in! 
 
All Paul’s efforts in religion, all his good works, his strict observance of OT Law 
would never make him right with God. It doesn’t matter what good we try to do… 
 

‘All our righteous acts are like filthy rags in God’s sight’ (Isaiah 64:6) 
 
If any of us are going to be saved, then God must work, God must do something! 
 
If Paul was to be changed – God was going to have to do it! God had to step in! 
 
What did God do for Paul? 
 
(Look at the verbs in vs.15-16) 
 
It pleased God… 
 

(i) To Set him apart from his mother’s womb (v.15 - NKJV)                                 
Or ‘from birth’ (NIV) (v.15) 
Paul believed that before he was born God had chosen to save him. 
God had chosen to set him apart as a Child of God. 
Paul taught this in several places in the N.T. – (e.g. in Rom.9:10-13). 
It’s a teaching we must accept too. Because it’s true! 

 
(ii) To Call him through His Grace (v.15) 

We may be chosen, but at some point in each one of our lives, God 
calls us to himself. We hear the Gospel, God’s offer of grace is 
extended to us. And it is then up to us to respond in faith to Christ. 
(Ephesians 2:8-9) God’s grace was revealed directly to Paul by Christ. 

 
(iii) To Reveal His Son in Him (v.16) 

When we trust in Christ, God pours his Holy Spirit into our hearts – 
and so Christ comes to dwell in our hearts by faith. 
 
And God continues to work in our lives until we become more and 
more like Christ – and so He is revealed in us. 

 
So Paul was confronted by Christ on the Road to Damascus that day. 

i.e. God revealed himself to Paul in an unmistakable way. 
But it wasn’t until Paul accepted Christ by faith, that the Lord Jesus Christ entered 
into his heart. And so God’s Son was revealed ‘in Him’. 


