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Galatians 3:26-29 

“What does it mean to be Baptised into Christ?” 
Introduction 
 
What’s your relationship like with your dad? 
Some people have a very close relationship with their dad, their earthly father. 
Some people have had a very difficult relationship with their dad growing up,  
and if that is so, then it is unlikely to get much better, when they are older. 
Those formative years are so crucial, aren’t they? 
 
What’s your relationship like with your Heavenly Father? 
Jesus taught us to pray to God like that, didn’t he? 

‘Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.’ 
Jesus taught his disciples to pray to God, addressing him as ‘Father’! 
That was revolutionary! No self-respecting Jew would ever have dreamed of 
calling God their Father. That was far too intimate. But God was too distant.  
He was to be feared. Not sidled up to! Not talked to in such familiar terms. 
 
And yet, look at Galatians ch.4:4-7 
 

‘When the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, 
born under Law, to redeem those under the Law, 

(Why?) so that we might receive the full rights of sons.’ 
 

‘Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’ So you are no longer a slave, 

but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.’ 
 
Do you understand what’s going on here in these verses? 
 
Because Jesus has come into the world, because God has sent His Son. 
Because He was born of a woman, just like we are… 
Because He was born under the Law (and lived keeping that law in every detail 
- something that we could never do) 
He was able to redeem those who were under the Law (who could never keep it) 
And because He has redeemed us by his blood shed on the cross, we have now 
received the full rights of sons.  
 
We are now regarded as sons and daughters of the Living God! 
 
And because we are sons and daughters of the Living God, He has sent His Holy 
Spirit into our hearts (at conversion) and we believe it is the Holy Spirit living in our 
hearts by faith, who enables us, as Christians, to call out to God and call him, in 
the most intimate terms: ‘Abba, Father!’ – and that’s like a child saying ‘Daddy!’ 

He’s making the point that we can have a close intimate perfect relationship with 
God (the one who made us) as our Heavenly Father. We’re not slaves to sin, or 
slaves to the Law anymore, we are sons and daughters of the Living God! Wow! 
 
But what was the problem? Why did Jesus have to come into this world? 
 
Well, look at ch.4:1-3 
 

‘What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, 
he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 
He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 

 
So also when we were children, 

we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.’ 
 
The Bible says that from our earliest years we were no better than slaves! 
It says we started off life in slavery under the basic principles of this world! 
 
Did you think you were a slave when you were a child? 
I’m not talking about all the chores you had to do about the house, or about the 
farm. Maybe it did feel like slave-labour now and again!? Maybe you did get a 
pound or two for all that you did. I don’t know. But that’s not what I’m talking about. 
 

You and I from birth have been slaves to sin. 
We have been slaves to the Law. 

We have been slaves to the basic principles of this world. 
 
And if you want to know what that is, go down to vs.8-10. 
 

‘Formerly, when you did not know God,  
You were slaves to those who by nature are not gods. 

(We could have been slaves to false gods, idols and images). 
 

But now that you know God – or rather are known by God –  
How is it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable principles? 

 
Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over again? 

You are observing special days and months and seasons and years! 
I fear for you that somehow I have wasted my efforts on you.’ 

 
These Galatians had once professed faith in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but Paul was concerned that they were now going backwards instead of forwards. 
Instead of being free to enjoy this wonderful relationship with God through Christ, 
they were going backwards into the bondage and slavery of law-keeping, of 
keeping special days and months and seasons and years. They had gone back to 



trying to keep the ceremonial laws of the Old Testament, as if that could make 
them right with God, or put them on a better footing with God. But it couldn’t! 

 
So let me say it again… 

You and I from birth have been slaves to sin. 
We have been slaves to the Law. 

We have been slaves to the basic principles of this world. 
 

But Jesus came to set us free from all of that! Yet, many of us are still in bondage! 
We’re still living as slaves, when we should be living as sons! - Is that you?? 
 
If you want to break out of that mould of slavery, if you want to start living as 
a child of God, a son or daughter of the living God, what do you have to do? 
 
Well, let me deal with 3 questions tonight and then I’m finished: (Gal 3:26-29) 
 
Q.1. How do I become a child of God? (vs.26-27) 
 
Ans.  1. Through faith in Jesus Christ (v.26) 
 2. By being clothed with Christ (v.27b) 

3. By being baptised into Christ? (v.27a) 
 
This, I believe, is talking about the inward Baptism of the Spirit at Conversion.  
Believers Baptism, what you have seen tonight, is an outward sign of that. 
Baptism of a believer by immersion in water should follow conversion to Christ. 
 
Each of these young people have testified about a moment in their life when they 
put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. They trusted in Christ as their Saviour. 
At that moment they were clothed in the perfect righteousness of Christ. 
From that moment onwards, when God looks down on them, he no longer sees 
their sin, he sees Christ. Their sin is covered by Christ. In practice they are not 
perfect, but in Christ, God sees them as perfect. As perfect as Jesus himself is! 
 
So that’s how you become a Child of God. You exercise personal faith in Jesus 
Christ. In that moment you are clotehd with Christ. You are baptised into Christ by 
the Holy Spirit. From that moment on you are ‘In Christ!’ You are sheltered in Him. 
 
Some time after that, you should consider being baptised as a believer, just like 
you have seen Jenna and the two Joels doing tonight. (See Romans 6:3-7) - They 
have publicly confessed before you, that they have died with Christ, they have 
been buried with Christ, they have risen with Christ to live a new life in Christ until 
God calls them home. They have died to their sin, their past is buried, they have 
risen to walk in a whole new way of life. That’s the difference that Jesus has made 
in their lives. Tonight they have told you about that change. They have shown you 
that change through the picture of baptism as a believer in water by immersion. 

So they have put their faith in Christ, 
They are clothed with Christ, 

They have been baptised into Christ. 
The question is: Have you?? 

 
Q.2. Who can become a child of God? (v.28) 
 
Ans.  1. Jews & Greeks 
 2. Slave and Free 
 3. Male and Female 
 
Because when we do, ‘We are all one in Christ Jesus’ (v.28) 
 
Who can become a child of God? The answer is: Anyone can! 
 
Back in Paul’s day, there was a big division in society. There were people who 
came from a Jewish background. They had been born Jews. Many of them had 
been born in Jerusalem and the surrounding country of Judea. They could trace 
their ancestory literally away back to Abraham. They were of the seed of Abraham 
by birth. So the Jews made up one part of society. 
 
But the rest were known as Gentiles or Greeks. They were non-Jews. 
Jews were looked down on. The Greeks were more the upper-class, sophisticated. 
But the Gospel is for all. It doesn’t matter what background you’re from, it’s for you! 
 
Again it’s for both the slaves and the free. Another division in 1

st
 Century society. 

There were millions of slaves in Roman Society (c.1/5 of population in the Empire). 
They were brought in from all over the world, to do the menial tasks.  
But those who were ‘freeborn’ looked down on them. 
But the Gospel is for all. It doesn’t matter what background you’re from, it’s for you! 
 
And it’s for male and female – men and women. There were all sorts of divisions in 
Roman Society, where men were allowed, women often weren’t allowed to go. 
Even in Jewish society, men and women weren’t allowed to sit beside each other 
in the synagogues, their places of worship. They had to be segregated. 
But the Gospel is for all. It doesn’t matter what background you’re from, it’s for you! 
 
Do you get the point? Whoever you are here tonight, you can become a child of 
God. Through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Don’t think of yourself as excluded.  
The Gospel is for all. It doesn’t matter what background you’re from, it’s for you! 
 
Q.3. What benefits are there in being a child of God? (v.29) 
 
Ans. 1. We belong to Christ / We are ‘In Christ’ (v.29a) 

2. We are Abraham’s seed / United to Christ (v.29b) 



 3. We’ve become heirs to the promise that God gave to Abraham (29). 
 4. Everything that Christ has, we have! (Read 4:1-7) 
 
All of this becomes yours in Christ. We who once were far off, have now been 
brought near through the blood of Christ. We who were strangers to the covenants 
and promises of the O.T. have now been brought in to all that God has promised. 
The blessings that God promised Abraham and his seed away back in Genesis 12 
have now become ours in Christ.  
 

(4:7) – ‘So you are no longer a slave, but a son; 
and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.’ 

 
An heir is someone who has an inheritance waiting for them. Well our inheritance 
is laid up in heaven for us. We have so many blessings in Christ already – such as 
the forgiveness of all our sins, peace with God, joy in Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit 
living in our hearts. But we haven’t even begun to imagine all that is laid up for us 
in heaven, when we get there! 

‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived 
what God has prepared for those who love him – 

But God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.’ (1 Cor 2:9-10) 
 

Having the Spirit in our hearts as believers, is a little foretaste of heaven in our 
hearts. There is more to come. He is the deposit guaranteeing our inheritance! 
  
Conclusion 
 
You know, we looked at this passage in our home groups last Wednesday night. 
I was struck by this paragraph in our study booklets. Let me read it to you again: 
 

‘The astonishing bottom line of sonship is that God now treats us as though we 
have done everything that Jesus has done. We can approach God as if we were 

as faithful, beautiful and heroic as Jesus Himself. We are heirs with Him. To God, 
we look like Him. How does that make you feel?’ (p.33 Gospel Matters, T. Keller). 

 
Isn’t it amazing to think, if you’re in Christ, if you’re trusting in Christ as your 

Saviour, if you’re a child of God, then when God looks down on you, he no longer 
sees you in all your sin, he sees you clothed in the perfect righteousness of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. He sees Christ instead!  
 

That’s what it means to be ‘Accepted in the Beloved!’  
 

Don’t make the mistake of trying to find acceptance with God any other way! 
There is no other way. Trust in Christ - and Trust Him tonight. 

 
 


