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2 Corinthians 13:9-14 - Lessons in Leadership 10:  

“Aim for Perfection!” 
Introduction 
This is now our last study in 2 Corinthians and our last ‘Lesson in Leadership.’  
I hope this series has been a real challenge from God to each one of us here in 
ABC over the past few months. Paul now finishes off his letter with some final 
challenges to the church at Corinth, and indeed to us here this morning. 
 
As I said last time, my text today is:  2 Cor.13:11 “Aim for perfection.” 
 
Verse 11 seems to be the key verse in this closing section of 2 Cor 13. 
In this verse we find 3 concluding challenges from Paul. 
These 3 things summarize Paul’s desires for the church. They are “3 Be’s.” 
Maybe they summarize what we need here in Armagh as a church as well? 
 
1. Be Perfect! (v.9,11) 
 
We are called to ‘Be Perfect!’ – But how can we be perfect this side of heaven. 
None of us is perfect! We still sin, day in and day out. How can we ‘Be Perfect!’?  
Well, I think it’s helpful if we look at different Bible Versions here on this verse: 
 
(v.11) Gives us the Command form, or the exhortation:   

AV – “Be Perfect”   
NIV – “Aim for Perfection!” 
NKJV – “Become Complete!” 

 NASB – “Be made Complete!”  
 NLT – “Grow to Maturity!” 

ESV – “Aim for Restoration!” 
 
(v.9) expands upon this challenge, showing us this is something Paul prayed for: 
 AV – “And this also we wish – even your Perfection.” 
 NIV – “Our prayer is for your Perfection.” 

NKJV – “This also we pray - that you may be made Complete.” 
 NASB – “This we also pray for, that you may be made Complete” 
 NLT – “We pray that you will become Mature” 
 ESV – “Your Restoration is what we pray for.” 
 
Paul wants this church to be perfect, but he doesn’t just wish for it, he prays for it! 
 
So Paul challenges the Corinthian Church to “Be Perfect!” 
Now after all we’ve learned about the Corinthian Church we’d be tempted to say 
that this was impossible! After all there was serious sin in this church! But just 
because the standards of behaviour in the Corinthian Church were dropping, it 

didn’t mean that Paul dropped God’s standards as well, to help the people there to 
feel less uncomfortable! No, Paul kept the standards high – “Be Perfect!” 
 
Compare this to 1 Peter 1:14-16 – Peter didn’t drop the standards either! 
But how on earth can we, even as Christians, be perfect? 
 
Well as we saw in the NKJV the idea behind this word is “become complete or 
mature” or “Aim for perfection” as the NIV has it in v.11. 
Throughout the New Testament you will find words like ‘complete’, ‘perfect’, 
‘mature’ – which are all interchangeable. They are words that speak of mature, 
consistent, godly standards of behaviour. 
 
No Christian can be 100% perfect this side of heaven, but he / she should still be 
aiming at it all the same! We need to have “a policy of continual improvement!” 
 
Never be satisfied with your present progress – Keep pressing on as a Christian! 
Don’t let your standards of behaviour as a Christian slip, just because the world 
around you is dropping its standards – It’s so easy to let that happen. 
 

“We’re to aim for perfection, always remembering we’ll never achieve 
it in this life, either in ourselves or in God’s People around us.” 

 
But how can we be made perfect? 
 
Well the Greek word behind this word ‘perfect’ in vs.9 & 11 is katartizo (the verb) 
or katartisis or katartismos (nouns) – It's the root word from which we get our 
English word ‘cathartic’ – when we say something was very ‘cathartic’ we mean 
that it actually enabled us to go through a process of healing bringing closure. 
 
Matthew 4:21 & Mark 1:19 – it’s used of the disciples mending their nets. 
 
Galatians 6:1 - It’s used of restoring someone who has fallen into sin.  

(Here the word ‘restore’ = ‘perfect’ – it has the idea of re-setting a 
broken limb back into the body.) 

 
2 Corinthians 13:9 - Paul believes this restoration is brought about by prayer  
   - For ourselves and for others. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 - The Word of God plays a key role in maturing us. 
 
Ephesians 4:11-16  - So does the teaching & pastoral ministry of the local  

church. Our aim is to bring you to maturity in your faith. 
 
1 Peter 5:10 - God can use trials / suffering to make us spiritually more mature. 
 



Hebrews 13:20-21 - It’s the ministry of the Risen Lord to fully equip us. 
    
So I think it’s important to see that it’s not just perfectionism that is being talked 
about here. It is a process of healing and restoration and maturing and equipping 
that is best done in the context of a local church like Corinth, or like here in ABC. 
 
I think it’s important to know that the word that Paul uses in 2 Corinthians 13 is the 
same word that is used of James and John mending their nets in Mark 1:19. We 
have seen over recent months that many of the people in the Church at Corinth 
were broken; they were far from perfect; their lives were torn just like those nets, 
many of them were in a mess, many of them had let the Lord down, and they knew 
it! But when Paul was praying for their perfection in v.9 he was praying for their 
mending. He wanted them to be restored to the Lord again, and to begin to aim 
for perfection once again. 
 
So Paul challenges each of us as Christians to aim for perfection – to be perfect! 
But it’s not some kind of nit-picking perfectionism that just drives us up the walls. 
It’s a loving, a caring, a healing process, that is best done in the context of love, 
and grace, and mercy, that should be the atmosphere of a local church like this. 
 
So having seen that this is what ‘Be Perfect’ means, we can now, secondly… 
 
2. Be Encouraged! (vs.10-11) 
 
Again the AV and the NKJV have this as “Be of good comfort!” 
The ESV has “Comfort one another.” The NASB has “Be comforted.’ 
The NLT has “Encourage each other” and the NIV has “Listen to my appeal.” 
 
Paul knows that as a church they have been passing through a time of prolonged 
trouble. But he wants them to know that in and through their trouble God has been 
at work. That’s why Paul says, “Be of good comfort” or “Be encouraged!” 
 
Paul began 2 Corinthians by talking about our God being “The God of all Comfort” 
See 2 Corinthians 1:3-7. When, as an individual, or together as a church, we are 
passing through times of trouble, God is still at work. He is comforting you (not 
making you comfortable) but ministering his strength to you – (‘com fortis’).  
 “The hard times make you stronger!” 
So through our hard times, knowing that God is at work, we can be encouraged!  
 
But we need to remember that the trouble that Corinth had been passing through 
was as a direct result of tolerating sin in their midst – even in the lives of some 
church members. (e.g. 1 Cor. 5). They had brought a lot of it on themselves! 
We can only ‘Reap what we sow’ as we will see very soon in Galatians 6:7. 
 
As I said, the NIV actually translates this phrase in v.11 as “Listen to my appeal!” 

So if the church at Corinth wanted this time of trouble to bring them good and not 
harm, then they needed to listen to Paul’s appeal – his warning – his ultimatum – 
that we find in v.10.  
 
He had written strong words in this letter, while absent from them, so as to warn 
them, to rebuke them, so as to avoid having to be sharp with them when he would 
come to visit them in person. He did this because he wanted to build them up in 
their faith – the last thing he wanted to do was to tear them down, with his God-
given authority (v.10). And so he says, “Be exhorted, be warned, take heed!”  
 
If we can see God’s hand in and through all the trouble we’ve experienced as an 
individual, or as a church in the past, then we can “be encouraged!” - It was all for 
a reason! God was in the process of bringing us to maturity through it all. He 
hadn’t forsaken us at all. He was right there in the middle of the trouble and 
difficulty trying to lead us on with himself into a deeper walk with God! 
 
Remember, Paul had just exhorted them to “Be Perfect!” - But as they looked into 
their own lives and saw that they were anything but perfect, they could have got 
very discouraged. Paul didn’t want them to become discouraged and lose hope or 
be driven to despair, he wanted them to “be of good comfort”, to know that God 
was at work in their troubled times to strengthen them, and make them better, so 
as to one day make them perfect!  
 
Yes, he wanted them to deal with the things in their lives that were clearly wrong, 
but he didn’t want them to get so discouraged that they would lose heart and give 
up altogether.  
 
No, despite our faults, the Christian life is just a matter of “keeping on keeping on”. 
Don’t get discouraged if you’re not what you ought to be, don’t be tempted to give 
up altogether! Paul says: 
 
 “I don’t want to tear you down, I want to build you up.” (v.10). 
 
So “Be Perfect!” But if you’re not perfect, don’t be discouraged: “Be Encouraged!” 
God’s not finished with you yet! Philippians 1:6 
 

‘Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion (epiteleo) until the day of Christ Jesus.’ 

 
Be encouraged that if God has started a work in your life, a working of saving you, 
then He’s not going to give up until the job’s done – until you are truly perfect and 
glorified with Him in heaven! 
 
So, we’ve been called to Be Perfect. We’ve been told to Be Encouraged. 
And thirdly and finally, we are also called in these closing verses of 2 Cor to… 



3. Be United! (vs.11-14) 
 

(v.11) “Be of one mind – live in peace! (NIV) 
 
N.B. From that phrase on until v.14, all the Bible Versions agree with each other. 
But, why do we as Christians find it so hard to agree with each other sometimes? 
Why?  
Answer:  - It’s because we’re not perfect! 
  - It’s because we’re imperfect people! 
  - We’re only saved sinners, but we’re still sinners, sadly! 
  - We don’t always see eye to eye on a whole host of things… 
 
But there is no excuse for tolerating serious divisions within the church. 
 
Paul says,  “Be of one mind, Live in peace! 
  And the God of love and peace will be with you!” 
 
Do we want God to be with us as a Church here in Armagh? - Of course we do! 
Well then we need to be of one mind, to live in peace with each other – Be United! 
 
(v.12) We (in the West) live in “a hand-shaking culture”, but if we were in First 
Century Corinth, could we “Greet one another with a holy kiss” this morning? 
Could you come that close to each of your brothers and sisters in Christ with such 
intimacy? Or maybe there’s one or two you’d prefer to keep your distance from?? 
 
Why is that? Are you afraid of getting hurt? Do you have a lack of trust in your 
fellow members? Is ‘church’ just something you come and go to, but you don’t 
really want to get too involved in it – is that what it is? 
 
Well the Bible says we’re supposed to be a family – so don’t be stand-offish! 
  
- Within the church – There should be Intimacy (v.12) 
 
- With all believers – There should be Unity (v.13) –  
(“the saints” = true believers – not all church-goers – that would be a false unity). 
 
- With God Himself – There should be true Fellowship (v.14)  

– i.e. v.14 is commonly knowns as ‘The Benediction’. 
Sometimes used as a prayer to close services with, praying for God’s blessing. 
These are familiar words, but can I ask you: 
 
* What do you know of the Grace of The Lord Jesus Christ?  
 – His unmerited, undeserved favour and blessing towards you? 
 
* What do you know of the Love of God the Father? (John 3:16) 

 - Agape love, unconditional love, true spiritual love from God, 
 that can also be experienced among true believing Christians. 
 
* What do you know of the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit? 
 - Close communion with God, and among God’s People. 
 
Grace, Love and Fellowship should mark our church and all our dealings with one 
another within this church. If any of them are lacking, there’s room for 
improvement. 
 
How can we know more of these blessings that are promised us by God? 
 

- By aiming for Perfection – not dropping our standards of behaviour, but 
knowing that God’s not finished with us yet. Are we allowing God to mould 
us and make us after His will while we are waiting yielded and still? 
 

- By being Encouraged to deal with those things that are wrong in our lives 
as Christians, ‘building one another up, not tearing each other down.’ 

 
- By being United – sorting ourselves out with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ, and seeking to become the Church that God really wants us to be! 
 
Closing Prayer 
 

‘And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore, Amen.’ 

 
 

 


