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Baptist Core Values 

3. Priesthood of All Believers 
1 Peter 1:22-2:12   

Introduction 
We are currently going through a series on our Core Values or Baptist Principles. 
We believe them to be first and foremost Biblical Doctrines.  
 
We have already looked at The Church as a ‘Body of Believers’ under “B”,  
 
and then we looked at the ‘Authority of Scripture’ under “A”.  
 
Today we come to “P” and under this letter I want us to think about:  

“The Priesthood of all believers.” 
 

Again this is not something we have dreamed up ourselves, it comes to us on the 
Authority of Scripture, so let’s see what the Bible has to say about this matter. 
 
In its simplest terms the doctrine of the ‘Priesthood of all believers’ was a reaction 
against the clericalism and corrupt priesthood of the Medieval Church. It was in 
fact Martin Luther who stood up for this principle at the time of the Reformation, 
500 years ago, this October. But Martin Luther didn’t invent it.  
 
We find it very clearly stated here in 1 Peter 2:5 & 9. We are a royal priesthood! 
 
Every believer is a priest, in the sense that he or she can approach God directly 
on the basis of the finished work of Christ on the cross, which has opened up for 
us all a new and living way right into God’s presence.  
The only High Priest now is our Lord Jesus Christ.  
But as believers we are all priests ourselves - able to approach God directly. 
 
In the light of recent scandals in this country involving the so-called ‘priesthood’,  
I believe more than ever that it is time we as Baptists, and all others who believe 
this, stand up and proclaim clearly that we have no high priest but Jesus, and 
that if we are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ ourselves then we are priests in 
the sense that we need no other mediator between us and God, but Christ alone.  
 
Each and every one of us has direct access to God through Christ - we don’t 
need any earthly priest at all. The priests of this country have shown themselves 
to be no better than anybody else! In fact in some ways many of them are worse!  
 
And yet for generations they have kept many people in this country bound to 
them in false loyalty because they were taught they couldn’t get to God without a 
priest!  

So it’s time to stand up and articulate this biblical doctrine, this Baptist Principle, 
loud and clear! We believe in the priesthood of all believers. 
 
I want us to begin in 1 Peter this morning, but we will look at other passages also: 
 
1. Who is Peter talking about in 1 Peter ch.2? 
 
Well you have to go back to the end of ch.1 to find out.  
 
In ch.1:22 Peter begins by saying, “now that you have purified yourselves…”  
 
Well, O.T. priests had to be purified before they could serve in the Temple.  
They had to go through all sorts of ceremonial rituals and make sacrifices first for 
their own sins, before they were able to do anything about the sins of others.  
 
But how are we purified in the N.T.?  
Well read on: “now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth.” 
 
We have purified ourselves by obeying the truth – What truth? – Well of course it 
is the truth of God’s Word the Bible – it is the truth of the Gospel. We have been 
purified by Christ the moment we trusted in, or believed, or obeyed, the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. That’s how we are washed and cleansed from our sins.  
 
And he goes on to further clarify this in v.23:  
 
 “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 
 imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.” 
 
There’s how we have been purified in God’s sight – it’s by being born again. And 
we are born again when we accept the truth of the Gospel, or believe the Gospel, 
when we respond to the living and enduring Word of God. So he’s telling us all 
this on the authority of Scripture.  
 

“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17) 
 
We come to faith in Christ, by hearing about Christ, who he is and what he has 
done for us on the cross, through the Word of God, the Bible. But once we come 
to put our faith in Christ, we are born again by the Holy Spirit of God.  
 
We are given a new birth from above, and at that moment we are washed, we 
are cleansed from our sins, we are purified, and made fit to be priests, able to 
approach God directly ourselves through Christ – we don’t need an imperfect 
earthly priest any more – we have Christ – the only perfect High Priest who has 
ever offered a perfect sacrifice for our sins (See Hebrews 10:11-14). 



Now according to 1 Peter 2:1-3 though we are born again and fit to be priests, we 
are not yet perfect. We still have to rid ourselves of all kinds of wrong things (v.1). 
We still need to grow up in our newfound salvation (v.2).  
But the point is in v.3 that we have “tasted that the Lord is good.”  
 
We might not be perfect, but our Great High Priest is, and it’s through Him, his 
goodness and his perfection, that we can now approach God directly and with 
confidence (See Hebrews 4:14-16).  
 
Do you see the point that Peter has been making? It’s not that we are perfect, 
because we’re not, but that we have a perfect High Priest – and that’s Jesus! 
 
So we have established that Peter is talking about true believers in 1 Peter ch.2. 
People who’ve been truly born again of the Spirit of God - people who are saved. 
It’s the priesthood of all believers that we hold to. 
 
2. What does Peter tell us about such believers in vs.4-8? 
 
He says that we, as believers, can come to Him who is “the Living Stone” (v.4). 
Who’s that? Well he is the one who was:  

“Rejected by men, but chosen by God and precious to Him.” 
Who’s that? Well it’s the Lord Jesus Christ of course!  
We can come to him, and as we do so, we are told that we ourselves are like 
“living stones” that are being built together into a spiritual house –  
Why? – to be a holy priesthood!  
For what purpose?  
So that we can offer spiritual sacrifices which are acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 

So born again believers in the Lord Jesus Christ 
are called to be a holy priesthood, 

able to offer spiritual sacrifices to God 
through Jesus Christ, who is our great High Priest! 

 
Now why does anybody have a problem with that? Surely it’s clear and plain. 
But then some people also have a problem with the fact that Jesus is the Rock, 
the Living Stone, not Peter!  
 
(You know the age-old debate about Matthew ch.16 where Peter confessed that 
Jesus was “the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” To which Jesus replied, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, 
but by my Father in heaven.” And then Jesus went on to say, “And I tell you that 
you are Peter, (his name meant ‘rock’) and on this rock (i.e. what Peter had just 
confessed about Christ) I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it.”)  

The rock was Christ, who Peter had come to believe in, not Peter himself.  
 
Now when we come to 1 Peter ch.2, Peter himself confirms that…  
He doesn’t in any way think of himself as the rock – he says loud and clear that 
Jesus is the rock – the living cornerstone, on which the church is built.  
 
Peter, like us, is just another one of the living stones, being built into that church, 
and he, like us, is a spiritual priest, able just like us, to offer spiritual sacrifices to 
God. So Peter is no higher up the ladder than we are! There is no hierarchy here. 
We are all living stones, all the same, built upon Christ the rock.  
We believe in the priesthood of ALL believers.  
So we are all equal in God’s sight in terms of our priesthood. 
 
At this point in v.6 Peter quotes a few Scriptures to back up what he’s been 
saying. It’s as if Peter says, ‘don’t just take my word for it – what I’m saying to 
you, I’m saying on the Authority of Scripture.’ (What we looked at last Sunday).  
 
In Isaiah 28:16 God says, 
 “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
 and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 
God was sending Jesus the Messiah to be that cornerstone, and anyone who 
puts their trust in Him, (not in Peter, not in a Church) will have no need to be 
ashamed. 
 
As Peter goes on to say in v.7, “Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.”   
If you’re a believer this morning, Jesus is precious to you, isn’t he? I hope He is! 
 
But read on:  “But to those who do not believe,  

the stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.”  
In other words the One they think is so un-important, is actually the most 
important person of all, and one day they will have to face Him.  
He is “A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
 
And why do people stumble over Jesus? (v.8) 
 “They stumble because they disobey the message  
 – which is also what they were destined for.” 
 
So it all comes down to what you do with Christ.  
 
Have you accepted him or have you rejected him as your Saviour?  
Have you obeyed the message of the Gospel and come to Christ for salvation,  
or are you still disobeying the message, refusing to accept it, still going your own 
way and rejecting Christ?  
That is the Gospel. 



3. Now Peter returns to his main point – How have we become priests? 
(vs.9-12) 
 
Well here in these verses Peter is making a tremendous point. He is saying that 
we (as people who have believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ and been born 
again) have actually replaced Israel as God’s special people!  
 
N.B. All the terms Peter uses here used to belong exclusively to Israel in the O.T. 
but now he applies them to us, the church, in the N.T.! 
 
1. You are a chosen people – ever since Abraham, Israel was God’s chosen 
people. 
 
2. You are a royal priesthood – Ever since Aaron, the Tribe of Levi were the 
only ones out of all the 12 tribes of Israel who were allowed to be priests. 
 
3. You are a holy nation – the nation of Israel was called to be a holy nation in 
order to shine God’s light to the other nations of the world, but they failed. 
 
4. You are a people belonging to God – God’s Covenant with O.T. Israel was 
sealed in these terms, “You will be my people, and I will be your God.”  
Well now it’s us, true born again believers, who are the people who belong to 
God. So do you see how all the terms that used to be applied to O.T. Israel, are 
now applied to born again believers today?  
 

We are God’s chosen people, We are his royal priesthood, 
We are a holy nation; We are the people who belong to God. 

 
But when was the turning point? When did O.T. Israel cease to be God’s royal 
priesthood, and when did N.T. believers begin to be his royal priesthood? 
  
Well the answer is: At the Cross.  
 
Do you remember when Jesus cried out “It is finished!” in his dying moment on 
the cross, what happened down the road in the Temple?  
The veil or the curtain that separated the main sanctuary of the Temple from the 
holy of holies was torn in two from top to bottom (Matthew 27:50-51). 
Now up until that time only one man was allowed to go through that curtain into 
God’s presence behind that veil. He had to be the High Priest, it was only once a 
year, on the Day of Atonement, and he could only go in there with the blood of an 
animal he had sacrificed. So the curtain in the Temple was a very real barrier 
between God and the people up until that time.  
 
But when Jesus died, that barrier between us and God was torn down!  

From that moment onwards anyone who truly believes in Jesus as their Saviour 
and is born again, can go right into God’s presence themselves through the new 
and living way that Jesus has opened up for us.  
 
From that moment onwards the old Aaronic Priesthood was finished, and the 
priesthood of all believers began (See Hebrews 10:19-22). 
 
4. So what are we supposed to do as priests? (1 Peter 2:9-12) 
 
Well back in v.5 we were told that we are called to be a holy priesthood in order 
to offer, not physical, but spiritual sacrifices to God through our great High Priest 
Jesus.  Here in v.9 we now see what these spiritual sacrifices are: 
 
 “That you may declare the praises of him who called you  
 out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 
 
The best way that we can offer spiritual sacrifices to God is to lift a sacrifice of 
praise to Him (See Hebrews 13:15-16). Three sacrifices are mentioned here: 
 
 1. The sacrifice of praise. 
 2. The sacrifice of doing good. 
 3. The sacrifice of sharing with others. 
 
And then it goes on to say: “For with such sacrifices God is pleased.”(v.16). 
 
Remember Romans 12:1, we looked at 2 weeks ago: 
  

“Offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your spiritual act of worship.” 

 
Our whole lives should be given to Him! 
 
But remember we looked at Romans 12:4-8? Those verses reminded us about 
the spiritual gifts and abilities that every believer has: 
 
Prophesying, serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, leadership, showing mercy.  
 
Surely, if the priesthood of all believers means anything, it means that all 
believers have a role to play in the life of the church – ministry shouldn’t be left 
to a hierarchy of men, or even to a one-man ministry, should it?  
 
So if we as Baptists really believe in ‘the priesthood of all believers’ then we 
should put it into practice by all of us being far more willing to play our part! 
And remember, if you’re a believer, you have direct access to God! – So use it! 


