
Armagh Baptist Church - Sunday 24th September 2017 
Baptist Core Values 4: 

Two Ordinances: 1. The Baptism of Believers 
Introduction 
In this series on Baptist Principles, or Baptist Core Values: 
 

• We’ve looked at B – The Church is a Body of Believers. 

• We’ve looked at A – The Authority of Scripture. 

• We’ve looked at P – The Priesthood of All Believers. 
 
N.B. We don’t need any earthly priest now to perform sacrifices or religious rites 
for us. There is one High Priest, that is Jesus, who has already offered the final 
sacrifice for sins, and has now sat down at God’s right hand in heaven.  
We are all believer priests – able to approach God directly ourselves. 
 
That brings us very nicely then to think about the two T’s in the word Baptist.  
The two T’s remind us of The Two Ordinances that we are to observe: 

1. The Baptism of Believers. 
2. The Lord’s Table. 

These are the only Two Ordinances we have in a Baptist Church. 
 
We call them Ordinances, not Sacraments, as some other churches call them. 
And this is important, because a sacrament requires a priest to perform it. 
We don’t have priests, so we don’t have sacraments, we have ordinances. 
Two Ordinances that Jesus has ordained for each church to observe.  
Not Seven Sacraments, like the Catholic Church has. 
 
The Catholic Church recognizes seven sacraments: 

• Baptism (…of infants) 

• Eucharist (…or holy communion, commonly known as the ‘mass’) 

• Confirmation (…for teenagers to confirm the faith of their parents) 

• Reconciliation (…otherwise known as confession & penance) 

• Anointing of the sick (…or extreme unction, inc the last rites) 

• Marriage (…is a sacrament in the Catholic Church) 

• Holy orders (…being ordained into the priesthood) 
 
So I say all that, to point out that some churches have seven sacraments. 
We don’t call them sacraments, because we don’t believe they should be 
performed by a priest; we call them ordinances, ordained by Jesus Christ. 
 
So as Baptists we believe there are two things given to us by Christ for each 
church to observe. Two things that believers are call to obey. As Jesus said: 

‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.                    
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them                         
 in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,                                         

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.’ 

So we believe the Ordinances of The Baptism of Believers and The Lord’s Table 
are 2 things for churches to observe; 2 things for believers to obey. 
 
It’s important that we recognise that both of these things are matters of obedience. 
If you have trusted Jesus as your Saviour, then we believe you should also want 
to obey Jesus as your Lord. As the hymn puts it: 
 

‘Trust and Obey, for there’s no other way 
to be happy in Jesus but to Trust and Obey.’ 

 
I came across something recently called:  

’20 things your mum said to you when you were growing up.’ 
 
One of them was: 
 

‘If somebody told you to jump off a cliff, would you do it!?’  
Or 

‘If somebody told you to put your finger in the fire, would you do it!?’ 
 

That’s usually what you got when you said: ‘He told me to do it!’ 
 
But if Jesus asks us to do something, it doesn’t matter how strange or confusing it 
might sound, we should do it, because that’s what it means for Him to be ‘LORD’ 
of our lives. If we trust Him, we do what he says! 
 
So if Jesus tells us to be baptised in water as a public witness for him as a 
believer, then we shouldn’t have any difficulty doing it.  
If we do, then it’s a matter of disobedience to the Lord! 
 
Or if Jesus asks us to come to the Lord’s Table to partake of a small piece of 
bread and to take a small glass of wine, as a simple reminder of his death for us 
on the cross, then we shouldn’t have any difficulty doing it.  
If we do, then it’s a matter of disobedience to the Lord! 
 
Let me remind you of something we looked at a few weeks ago… 
 
1. In Romans 1:5-7 we saw that believers are called out of the world.          

 
(i) We are called out of the world, from among all the nations. (v.5) 
(ii) We are called to belong to Jesus Christ. (v.6) 
(iii) We are called to the obedience that comes from faith. (v.5)  

(Trust and Obey). 
(iv) We are called to be saints. (v.7) 

 
So God calls us out of the world, to belong to Christ, and He calls us to live lives of 
obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ. We’re called to lives that are holy. 



2. In Acts 2, we saw what should happen after we are called out of the 
world, and become Christians.  
(i.e. after we believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour). 
 
(i) First, we accept or believe the message of the Gospel, (vs.38, 41,44) 
(ii) Then we repent of our sins and receive forgiveness for our sins and 

the gift of the Holy Spirit into our lives, (v.38) 
(iii) Then we should be baptised following our profession of faith in Christ, 

(vs.38,41) 
(iv) Then we should be added to the Church (v.41), which is supposed to 

be a group of believers. (v.44) 
(v) And then all the believers together should devote themselves to the 

practices of the local church: 
- Bible Teaching, (v.42) 
- Fellowship, (v.42) 
- Breaking of Bread, (v.42) and 
- Prayer. (v.42) 
 

So it’s important we see the order – we must believe first; then be baptised.  
It’s “believe and be baptised”. 

It’s not taught here that parents should get babies baptised first, and then hope 
that one day they will come to believe for themselves and keep the vows their 
parents made for them when they were small! That puts the cart before the horse 
and has no guarantee whatsoever of actually coming to pass!  
It’s up to each one of us as individuals to ‘Trust and Obey.’ 
 
Now some Presbyterians will point to this passage and say that baptism is for 
parents and their children. So they will baptise the children of believing parents, as 
babies. But let me just deal with this passge in a little more detail for a minute.  

‘The promise is for you and your children  
and for all who are far off; 

for all whom the Lord our God will call.’ (v.39) 
 

Some people take that first line as justification for baptising the babies of believing 
parents, but in fact it is simply referring to those who were standing in front of 
Peter that day – The Day of Pentecost. He was preaching to Jews. 
 
So if they as Jews would believe and be baptised they would be saved.  
They could be forgiven for their sins, including the sin of rejecting Jesus and 
having him nailed to a tree just a matter of weeks earlier. 
 
But this promise of salvation and forgiveness wasn’t just for them in their 
generation, it was for their children, and indeed their children’s children in the 
generations that would follow in the Jewish nation.  
But more than that, the Gospel was now going to go to Gentile nations as well.  

That’s why Peter goes on to say, ‘and for all who are far off, for all whom the Lord 
our God will call.’  - i.e. It’s an invitation to any individual to trust in Christ. 
 
The Gospel is for Jews and Gentiles. God was going to call people out of the 
general population, from all nations, Jew and Gentile, to make up the NT Church. 
It is made up of believers, those whom God has called to Christ.  
 
That’s why we should never be ashamed of the Gospel. Because it is the only 
message that can save anybody, no matter who they are, no matter what 
background they come from, they can be saved - not through baptism - but 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. So ‘Believe and Be Baptised’! 
 
3. In Acts 19:1-5 Paul came across a group of people who had already 
received John’s baptism, but who weren’t truly converted to Christ.  
 
This passage teaches us that any baptism we might have received before being 
converted to Christ is not sufficient. We still should be baptised as a believer 
afterwards, because it is a public witness to our new-found faith in Christ. It is a 
visual aid, an outward act that speaks of the inner change that has already taken 
place in our hearts at conversion.  
 
Baptism by full immersion in water is the only method of baptism that clearly 
illustrates the three-fold picture of dying, being buried and of rising again.  
 
4. Romans 6:1-10 teaches two things:  
 

1. The fact that Christ’s death, burial and resurrection is the only 
foundation we should put our trust in for salvation, and 
  

2. The fact that we must die to our old way of life, bury our past, and 
rise to walk in a new way of life from that moment on. So baptism by 
immersion is a clear picture of what conversion really means. 

 
5.   From Matthew 28:18-20 I want to show you that believer’s baptism isn’t 
just a requirement of a Baptist Church, it is a Command of Christ. 
 
After Jesus had risen from the dead, and appeared to many of his followers over a 
period of 40 days or 6 weeks, he met with his disciples on the Mount of Olives, just 
outside Jerusalem, just before he ascended back into Heaven.  
 
On that occasion he said four things: 
 

1. That all authority now belongs to him (v.18). That means He is 
Lord. That means he deserves to be obeyed. He calls for our 
obedience when He calls us out of the world as we saw in Rom 1. 



2. He called his church, made up of all believers of all time,             
to go and make disciples of all nations.  
The church was always meant to be a witnessing community, sharing 
the good news about Jesus Christ, not just keeping it to ourselves. We 
make disciples by preaching, teaching and sharing the Gospel one to 
one. We are called to be missionaries wherever we go. In fact there is 
only one command word in these verses, and it’s – “Make Disciples” 
– Jesus commands us to make disciples. But linked to that command 
word are three participles, three things that are part of the task of 
making disciples: 
 

3. The first is going: making disciples will involve going places to meet 
people, and to encourage them to trust in Christ.         
    

4. It will involve baptising those who have become followers of Jesus. 
Baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. So getting baptised as a believer is one of the first things 
that a new believer, a new disciple, should be thinking about doing, 
because it is clearly part of what our Lord requires of us. 
  

5. But becoming a disciple also involves something else as well as 
getting baptised, it involves teaching newly baptised disciples to 
obey everything that Jesus has commanded us in His Word.  
 

So there are three things we should be involved in as a Baptist Church: 
 

* Making Disciples, by preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
* Baptising those who believe in the Name of Jesus Christ. 
* Teaching believers to obey God’s Word in our local churches. 
 

That’s the kind of church that Jesus himself (in these verses) promises to be with, 
and never to leave, until the end of this present Age.  
 
So I have shown you the order:  
 

- Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ first,  
- Then be baptised as a believer. 

 
I have also shown you that this is a command of Christ, not just a requirement of 
our Church.  
So if you have trusted in Christ, but you have never been baptised as a believer, 
then there are a couple of questions you need to ask yourself: 
 
1. “Look here is water, why shouldn’t I be baptised?” (Acts 8:36 NIV)  

 
2. “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46) 

Conclusion 
 
Believers Baptism is meant to be a picture of the death, burial and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Those historical events that we remember every Easter:  
 

- Jesus’ Death on a cross on Good Friday evening. 
- His Burial in the tomb on the Saturday. 
- His Resurrection from the dead on Easter Sunday. 

 
Well this morning, as I close, I want you to look away in your mind’s eye to the 
Cross on Calvary’s hill. 
 
I want you to see there, hanging on that cross, One who loved you with an 
everlasting love. One who was sinless and perfect, yet came to die on that cross 
for the sins of others: for your sins and mine. One who took all the punishment that 
I deserved, that you deserve, but He took it all in our place. 
 
I want you to hear him cry out ‘It is finished!’ – everything that was necessary to 
make you right with God was done! There’s nothing more for us to do. 
 
And then I want you to remember that He conquered death! 
That’s why He rose from the dead on Easter Sunday morning. 
 

‘He’s alive, He’s alive, He is risen!’ 
 
The question is have you Trusted in Him to save you?  
To make you right with God? If not, put your trust in Him right now. 
 
But if you have Trusted in Him as your Saviour, then take the next step  
and Obey Him as your Lord: ‘Believe and Be Baptised! 
 

‘Trust and Obey, for there’s no other way, 
to be happy in Jesus, but to Trust and Obey.’ 

 
 
 


