
Armagh Baptist Church – Sunday 1st October 2017  
Great Gospel Texts - 3 

‘A Gospel Invitation From Jesus’ 
Matthew 11:20-30 

Introduction 
So far we’ve been looking at Great Gospel texts on Sunday nights: Rom.1:16-17… 
 

‘I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes, first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  

For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is  
by faith from first to last, just as it is written: the Righteous will live by Faith!’ 

 
Then Isaiah 1:18 – How can I find forgiveness? 
 

‘Come now, let us reason together,’ says the Lord. 
‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 

though they are red like crimson, they shall be like wool.’ 
 
Then we stayed in the Book of Isaiah for another Gospel Invitation in ch.55:1-3… 
 

‘Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 
Why spend money on what is not bread,  

and your labour on what does not satisfy?  
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,  

and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.  
Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live.’ 

 
Tonight we’re moving into the New Testament, to Matthew’s Gospel, for another 
Gospel Invitation. This time from the Lord Jesus Christ himself: Matthew 11:28-30. 
 
In verses 16-19 of this chapter Jesus talks about the stubbornness of the people 
of his day – who just simply refused to turn from their sin and trust in Him as their 
Saviour. 
 
There were those who refused to listen to John the Baptist because his style of 
religion was too strict for them – He came neither eating nor drinking (v.18). 
  
But there were others who even refused to listen to Jesus Himself for the exact 
opposite reasons – because he did eat and drink – even with tax-collectors and 
sinners! (v.19) 
 
* So it was a case of dreaming up excuses not to turn to Christ. 

* Some things never change – we could say! 
* People are still stubborn as far as the Gospel is concerned. 
* People are still making excuses why they shouldn’t turn to Christ. 
* We can never predict how people will respond to the Gospel. 
* Some that we think would be open to it – we find aren’t. 
* Others that we expect to be hard, and not want to know – sometimes are the 
very ones who will respond. You can never tell. 
 
We would expect, looking back to Jesus’ day that the people who had the privilege 
of listening to him firsthand, the people who saw all his miracles being performed – 
that they would be the first to respond to the Gospel and trust in Christ. But we find 
in these verses that the opposite was true.  
 
1. THE STRANGE THING ABOUT SALVATION (vs.20-24) 
 
Here Jesus denounces the towns and villages where most of his ministry had 
taken place. Because they had refused to repent! 

- Places like Korazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum. (vs. 21, 23). 
 
These three towns were all around the top of the Sea of Galilee, just where the 
Jordan River flowed into it. 
Capernaum was where Jesus had set up his base for ministry after being rejected 
in his home-town of Nazareth. So if anywhere should have been challenged by 
Jesus’ presence it was the people who lived there! 
 
But the exact opposite was what happened.  
 
* Jesus actually says that if the miracles that he had performed in those towns had 
been done in the likes of Tyre, Sidon and Sodom – notoriously wicked cities of Old 
Testament times – then even they would have repented and turned to God! 
 
* But Jesus also makes another point here. That these cities who had greater 
privileges than many others, will also be held accountable for their greater 
knowledge of Christ, and therefore be punished more severely on Judgement Day 
than others.     
 
* Verses 22 & 24 are very salutary reminders for many people living in this country 
too. Many have known all their lives about Christ: that he died on a cross for their 
sins 2000 years ago, but they have never done anything to respond to it. 
 
Jesus teaches us here, that He will judge us in the light of what we have known 
about Christ and the Gospel. And then what we have done with it. 
 
So if you know the Way of Salvation – make sure you have taken it! Trust Christ! 



2. THE SIMPLICITY OF SALVATION (vs.25-26) 
 
If some people are too stubborn to turn to Christ, others think that it’s too 
complicated. But here Jesus makes it very clear that even a child can know and 
understand the Way of Salvation. So there is no excuse here either. 
 
In v.25 Jesus lifts His eyes towards Heaven and he talks to His Heavenly Father. 
He says,  
 “I praise you Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, because you have  
 hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them  
 to little children. – Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.” 
 
Jesus couldn’t put it more simply. If you want to make it complicated, you can.  
But God wants to make it simple for you.  
 
So many people stumble over that very fact, that the Gospel is so simple, so 
straightforward:  
 
Turn from your sin, and trust in Christ, and on the basis of Christ’s sacrifice for 
your sins on the cross, God will forgive you, and make you right with Himself.  
All because God loves you, and wants to be gracious to you, rather than condemn 
you. 
 
The Bible is full of examples of young people with a clear faith in God, whenever 
the older people of the day had turned their backs on Him: 
 
e.g. Samuel in the Temple – As a very young boy. (1 Samuel 1-3).  
Old Eli and his sons were becoming corrupt. But God spoke to Samuel at a young 
age and raised him up to be a man of God. 
 
e.g. King Josiah – became King of Judah at 8 yrs old. (2 Chronicles 34-35). 
 From the age of 12 (ch.34:3) he began to lead the nation back to God.  
When he was 26, he found God’s Word in the Temple, Carried out a reform of 
Judah’s religion, and began to put God’s Word into practice again. Revival! 
 
e.g. Jesus in the Temple at 12 – both hearing and asking questions of the 
 Religious leaders of his day. 
 Jesus himself said in Luke 18:16-17:-  
 “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,  
 for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 
 I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God  
 like a little child will never enter it.” 
 
Coming to Christ for salvation requires child-like trust, not complicated theology. 

3. THE SOURCE OF SALVATION (v.27) 
 
Some people think that their church is the source of salvation, or their priest or 
their minister. Some people even think they can save themselves by their own 
good works or effort. 
 
But here in v.27 Jesus makes it clear that there is one ultimate source of salvation:  
 
* God Himself!  
 It is His plan of salvation. Jesus says here: 
 “All things have been committed to me by my Father.” 
 
So God the Father is the source of all things – including salvation. 

- He planned it in eternity past, even before the world came into being. 
- Even before sin entered the world, God had a rescue plan. 

But the task of salvation has been committed to the Son by the Father. 
 
* So, as far as we are concerned Jesus, for us, is the provider of our salvation. 
 In other words, there is no salvation outside of Jesus Christ. 
 Jesus says here, 

“No-one knows the Father except the Son 
and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 

 
So if you want to get to know God and get right with God, then you need to come 
to Christ. There is no other way. There’s no-one else who can bring us into contact 
with God. (See John 14:6 and Acts 4:12). 
 
God has done everything necessary for your salvation and mine by sending His 
Son Jesus into this world in the first place, by allowing Him to go to, and be nailed 
to a Roman Cross, and there to lay down his life, bearing our sins upon Himself.  
And God has provided us with a Saviour, by raising His Son back from the dead. 
He’s Alive! 
 
Now the Lord Jesus Christ has sent His Holy Spirit into this world, and the Holy 
Spirit can convict you of something you have heard about Christ from the Bible, 
from a preacher, or from a Christian witnessing to you, and bring you under 
conviction of sin, and cause you to cry out to Jesus for salvation. 
 
That’s how the Son chooses to reveal God to you.  
 
God is the only source of salvation. And this salvation can only come to you 
through Jesus Christ. 
 
Don’t go looking for it anywhere else. You’ll only be disappointed – and lost! 



4. THE SATISFACTION SALVATION BRINGS (vs.28-30) 
 
When Jesus invites those who are weary and burdened to come to him for 
salvation, it’s not that you’ll never be weary and burdened again by the pressures 
of this life. 
 
In fact Jesus has already promised us that we’ll experience the exact opposite if 
we become His fully committed followers. (Remember 10:17-23). 
 

• So why did Jesus invite the weary and burdened to come to Him? 
 

Ans. It was because the people of His day were weary and burdened down by 
their religion!  
 
They were weary of always having to bring sacrifices to the Temple in Jerusalem 
to offer them again and again for the same sins that they kept committing over and 
over again. 
 
But they were also burdened down by the Religion of the Pharisees, who had 
made up 365 dos and don’ts on top of the Laws of the Bible.  
It was a religion that was impossible to live up to.  
The standard was far too high, and it all majored on externals. 
It had missed the whole point. It couldn’t change people’s hearts! 
 
That’s why Jesus invited the weary and burdened to come to HIM – to a personal 
relationship with Him. He says, “I will give you rest!” (v.28). 
 

• Rest from no more sacrifices to make for sin. 
 

His sacrifice was the last sacrifice ever needed for sin. It was perfect! 
 

• Rest from trying to measure up to an impossible man-made standard 
 

Because Jesus has measured up to God’s perfect standard for us. 
He lived a perfect life, so if we trust in Him, then his perfection, as far as God is 
concerned is transferred to us, and we are accepted before God, in Christ! 
 
The Pharisees had put an impossible burden or yoke on the backs of the people, 
But Jesus says in v.29-30... 
 
 “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,  
 for I am gentle and humble in heart,  

and you will find rest for your souls.  
 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

The Pharisees had put an awful burden on the backs of the people and refused to 
move a finger to help lift it.  
 
Here Jesus offers to lift that terrible burden off their backs, and more than that, to 
be yoked to them for the rest of their lives to help them to shoulder any other 
burdens that might come their way. 
 
He promises that he will be gentle with them; His burden will be light for them.  
 
He will teach them many things along the way, and He alone will give rest to their 
souls. All this was theirs, if only they would come to Him. 
 
5. THE INVITATION TO COME TO THE SAVIOUR (v.28-30) 
 
* There is probably no clearer invitation to come to Christ for salvation in all of 
Scripture. It comes at this point in Jesus’ ministry because he had obviously 
revealed enough of Himself now, for people to trust Him with confidence. 
 
* It comes at this point in Matthew’s Gospel, because we have been told enough 
about Christ to help us to trust in Him with confidence for our salvation. 
 
* The question is, will you come to Christ, will you respond to Him, will you put 
your trust in Him alone for salvation, and find true lasting eternal rest for your soul,  
 
OR...  
 
* Will you make it complicated, will you make excuses, will you be like the people 
of Capernaum - knowing it all, but refusing to do anything about it, resulting in dire 
consequences.       
 
The choice is yours! 
 
But remember this: 
 
Jesus has died on the cross for your sins and mine 
 
He has taken God’s wrath in your place and mine 
 
He was buried – He experienced death for you and for me 
 
He rose again – to be Lord and Saviour of your life and mine. 
 
All we have to do is REST in Him and say thank you for all that He has done! 
 


