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Sunday 10th December 2017 

Joshua 4:1-24 
“Crossing the Jordan” (Part 2) – “We will Remember” 

Introduction 
As we saw last Sunday, Joshua chs. 3 & 4 are all about God’s People, the Nation 
of Israel, having to cross the Jordan River in order to enter the Land of Canaan -
the land that God had always promised to them, as Abraham’s descendants.  
 
It’s a story of two halves. By the end of ch.3 the waters of the Jordan River, which 
had been flowing in full flood, because it was harvest time (3:15) had come to an 
abrupt stop as the priests, carrying the Ark of the Covenant, set foot into the 
rushing torrent.  
 
The waters were piled up in a heap, away further upstream at a city called Adam, 
near Zarethan. If I show you a map you will see where that is. It’s about 22 miles 
north of where the Israelites were crossing the river, opposite the City of Jericho. 
 
So, stop and think about this. 22 miles away from where Joshua and the people 
were crossing the Jordan, is the same distance as from Larne to Stranraer.  
It would take water some time to flow from Larne to Stranraer. So don’t get the 
idea this is like the crossing of the Red Sea, with walls of water right beside the 
people as they cross. They can’t see the water – it’s too far away up the Jordan. 
 
So the miracle is, that as soon as the Priests set foot into the Jordan River, flowing 
at full-spate, the water ceased immediately (Joshua 3:16).  
 
Likewise after all the people had passed over… while the priests stood firmly on 
dry ground in the middle of the dried-up river-bed, as soon as Joshua commanded 
the Priests to come up out of the river-bed onto the bank on the other side, at that 
very moment, the waters appeared back again. Even though they had stopped 
flowing 22 miles up-stream! That is the miracle. It was a matter of timing.  
God’s timing is always perfect (See Joshua 4:15-18).  
Notice it’s back into full-flood again immediately. It’s a miracle! Remember...? 
 

Got any rivers you think are uncrossable? 
Got any mountains you can’t tunnel through? 
God specializes in things thought impossible– 

He does the things that others can’t do. 
 

So that is the miracle of the Crossing of the Jordan River. It started in ch.3:16, and 
it ended in ch.4:18. So what, you might ask, is the rest of Joshua ch.4 all about? 
 
It’s all about Remembering! It’s all about The Importance of Remembering. 

We’ve done a lot of remembering in this year that has just gone by: 2017. 
This has been our Centenary Year, here in Armagh Baptist Church. 
We have been Celebrating 100 Years of Baptist Witness in the City of Armagh. 
 
On 14th October 1917, seven members covenanted together to form this church. 
On 14th October 2017, we joined together for a church dinner in the Civic Centre. 
 
That was our way of remembering all that God had done over the past 100 years. 
We launched the Centenary Booklet that night, as a record of where we had come 
from, and all that God had done for us as a Church over those 100 years. 
 
Last weekend, the long-awaited CD of our Choir was launched, and I’m sure 
you’ve all been listening to it avidly through the week that has gone by. It’s great! 
 
There are some lovely pieces on it: ‘Amazing Grace’ - ‘The Promise’ - ‘Great is 
Thy faithfulness’ - ‘All through History you were Faithful’ and ‘We will Remember!’ 
 
I have to say ‘We will Remember’ is my favourite. I think it’s a tremendous piece, 
and it makes the point, that it’s important for us to remember, to actively bring to 
mind all that God has done in the past, so that we will have confidence stepping 
forward into the future.  
 
And that’s what the rest of Joshua ch.4 is all about: It’s Important to Remember! 
 
It’s all about building a memorial of 12 stones at Gilgal, to help future generations 
to remember God’s miraculous power, and how He’d led His People through the 
River Jordan into the inheritance He had prepared for them in the Promised Land. 
 
1. This was The Lord’s Command, not Joshua’s Idea (vs.1-3) 
 
These instructions about remembering, only come after all Israel is safely across. 
Twelve men who had been chosen from each of the Twelve tribes of Israel back in 
3:12, are to be told by Joshua to take up 12 stones from the middle of the Jordan 
River-bed. They are to be taken from where the feet of the priests had stood. 
Those 12 stones were to be carried on the men’s shoulders until they got to their 
camp-site that night, which would be at Gilgal, very close to the City of Jericho. 
 
2. Joshua Obediently passes on the Instructions to the Twelve Men (vs.4-7) 
 
Joshua calls together the Twelve representatives from the Twelve Tribes. 
He tells them each to go and pick up a stone from near the Ark in the middle of the 
Jordan River-bed.  
Why?  

‘That this may be a sign (memorial) among you.’ (v.6) 



But why did they need this sign? 
For the children’s sake (v.7) 

God is Concerned about our Children! 
 

You don’t need me to tell you, that children are naturally inquisitive. They’ll ask 
you 20 questions about all kinds of things, when one would do! As parents we 
shouldn’t disparage their questions; we should seek to answer them honestly. 
 
God was anticipating questions that their children would ask in years to come. 

‘What do these stones mean to you?’ (v.7) 
 

That was to be their cue to tell their children all about what God had done for them 
at the Jordan River that day. They were to be ‘ready to give an answer to anyone 
who asked them for the hope they had within them’ (1 Pet 3:15) – even their kids! 
 
These questions from their children, whenever they would see these stones in 
years to come, were to be their opportunity to tell the next generation the 
praiseworthy deeds of the Lord. Of how The Jordan River though it had been in 
full-flood, had been stopped in its tracks, by the Living God, as the Ark of the 
Covenant was taken down into the river-bed carried by the priests. And how the 
waters of the mighty Jordan had remained cut off until all God’s People got across. 
 
The stones were to be a memorial to Israel forever (v.7) of how the Living God had 
worked miracles on their behalf that day. 
 
That reminds me of two previous occasions in Joshua’s life were he was told to 
remember what God had done for him: 
 
One of those occasions was The Battle against the Amalekites in Exodus 17, 
just after they had crossed the Red Sea, and seen the Egyptian army destroyed.  
The first enemy they came across after that was the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-16). 
 
The lesson they learned that day, was that God would fight for them.  
As long as Moses, Aaron and Hur continued to raise their hands in prayer on top 
of the mountain, the battle went their way, and the enemy was defeated.  
If they grew weary in prayer, then their enemy would prevail against them. 
 
The point of that story was that the LORD told Moses to write this as a memorial in 
a book and recite it in the ears of Joshua. It was something they needed to know 
about, and they needed to remember it, by writing it down. 
 
The other occasion that this reminds me of is The celebration of the Passover in 
Egypt. In Exodus 12:24-28 God instituted the Passover meal, which was to be  
re-enacted every year to remind them how God had brought them out of Egypt. 

Part of the reason for the Passover Meal was so that their children could ask 
questions. (See Exodus 12:26-27)  
 
The children would ask: 

‘What do you mean by this service?’ 
 
To which their parents would reply: 

‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, for he passed over the houses of the 
people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.’ 

 
So this idea of active remembering was very strong in Israel, among God’s people, 
and it should still be important among us as God’s people today. 
 
The Passover was to be a reminder of how God had brought them OUT of Egypt. 
The 12 Stones from the Jordan, set up at Gilgal, were to be a reminder of how 
God had brought them IN to the Promised Land. 
 
God wants to lead us out of our old worldly associations with the people of this 
world, but he wants to lead us in to our new spiritual inheritance and experiences 
with the people of God. And it’s important for us to remember how He did that! 
 
3. The Men obey, but then Joshua sets up a personal memorial also (vs.8-9) 
 
Notice in v.8, that the 12 men do exactly what Joshua had asked them to do. 
But then in v.9 Joshua does a little bit more. 
 
He sets up a similar memorial in the centre of the River-Bed, that was permanent. 
It would mark the exact spot where the priests and the Ark of the Covenant had 
stood. It would show exactly where Israel had crossed over. 
It would show to later passers-by on the river that such a memorial could only 
have been put in place, when the waters had been stopped. 
It would be a permanent testimony to God’s miraculous act for his people. 
It was also a quiet personal thank-you from Joshua to the Lord, for honouring his  
step of faith, and not letting him down in the sight of all Israel.  
A private recognition of Joshua’s gratitude to God. 
 
When God does something special for us, are we careful to go back and say 
thank-you? To give Him the glory, rather than taking the credit for it ourselves? 
 
4. The Priests and the Ark come up the other side (vs.10-18) 
 
The priests had stood there with the ark for quite sometime (perhaps all day?) 
Notice: 
(v.12) The 2½ tribes of Reuben, Gad & Manasseh had passed over first (cf ch.1). 



(v.13) They were followed by 40,000 men who were armed for battle. 
 Then came all their wives and children and livestock. 
 Probably up to 2 million people altogether. 
 
Then, as the people stood and watched (v.11) the Lord gave the command to 
Joshua (in vs.15-17) to tell the priests to come up out of the River. 
So everything was done in strict obedience to God’s timing and His Commands. 
 
Look at v.18 – No sooner had they stepped out of the river-bed, than the waters 
from 22 miles up-stream, re-appeared in full-flood once again, just as before!  
That’s what I mean when I say it was a miracle of God’s timing. 
 
N.B. v.14 – ‘They that honour me, I will honour’ 
Joshua honoured the Lord that day, by simply and quietly stepping out in faith in 
obedience to God’s direct commands. Joshua honoured the Lord in the eyes of all 
Israel. The Lord was pleased with him, so the Lord honoured Joshua, by making 
his position as leader over Israel secure. God gave him respect in the eyes of all 
Israel, just like he’d promised back in ch.3:7 - perhaps greater than Moses ever 
had. Moses was forever being challenged by Israel. We never read that of Joshua. 
 
5. But Why did God want a Memorial set up at Gilgal? (vs.19-24) 
 
(v.19) Forty years later after leaving Egypt, Israel as a nation set foot into their 
Promised Land. They left on Passover night from Egypt, and they will celebrate 
Passover in ch.5:10-12. So exactly 40 years had passed in between. 
 
Their Parents – could have been there in a matter of weeks, if they’d had faith, 
and not doubted God’s ability or disobeyed Him. But because of their parents’ 
disobedience and unbelief it was 40 years until their children got to Canaan. 
 

They camped at Gilgal, on the eastern border of Jericho City. 
And that’s where Joshua set up the 12 stones as a memorial. 

 
The events of that day would be passed on by word of mouth, from one generation 
to the next. But those stones were to prove the point (12 rounded stones from a 
river-bed, 8 miles out of place?) People in the future would be prompted to ask: 
 

‘What do these stones mean? 
 
So Joshua finishes this chapter with a mini-sermon to explain what these stones 
were meant to be a memorial of: 
 
1. That Yahweh, their God, had dried up the Jordan River, so that Israel could 
pass over, into their Promised Land – This was a miracle of God. 

2. It was to be an opportunity for them to tell of other similar miracles –  
e.g. The parting of the Red Sea 40 years earlier. 
That had been another miracle of their God. 
If God could work powerfully in both those generations of His People, then 
why could He not work powerfully for a new generation of His People? 

 God hasn’t changed – He’s still the same yesterday, today and forever! 
 
3. Why had He done this? – It was a witness to the watching world! 
 - So that ALL the peoples of the earth might know… 
 - That the hand of Yahweh is powerful      - It was a testimony to God. 
 - That you (Israel) might always fear the Lord – It was also an incentive. 
 
Conclusion 
In the last couple of weeks someone in the congregation has offered to provide us 
with a memorial stone – a plaque – to go on a wall in our church – to mark our 
centenary. The elders discussed it on Tuesday night, and we hope to have it in 
place for the last Sunday morning of this year – Sunday 31st December. It will say: 
 

‘Great is Your Faithfulness!’ 
100 years of witness in Armagh Baptist Church 

1917 - 2017 
 
We see from Joshua ch.4 this morning that it’s good to set up memorials to what 
God has done in the past. To help us to remember all that He has done for us. 

There is the danger they could make us live in the past. 
Or become misty-eyed about the past. 

Or look at the past through rose-tinted spectacles. 
 
But that wasn’t God’s intention… 
 
God’s intention was that His People might realise that what God had done in the 
past, He can still do today! 
 
e.g. Revivals of Whitfield and Wesley in the 18th Century – A Methodist Memorial 
 
e.g. 1859 Revival in Ulster – A Presbyterian Memorial 
 
e.g. The time when Ireland was ‘A Land of Saints and Scholars’ sending out 
missionaries to Europe in the dark ages when Christianity was about to disappear. 
 
Maybe we long that such times would return again in Ireland? Maybe we should 
just pray that what God did back then, He would do it again in our day. Times have 
changed – we can’t go back to those times. But God hasn’t changed! So let’s set 
up a memorial in our day, so future generations will know what God did for us. 


