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Joshua 5:1-12 
“Preparing to Conquer Jericho” (part 1) 

Introduction 
Joshua chs.3 & 4 were all about how God brought his people Israel out of their 40 
years of wilderness wandering, and into the Promised Land, by a miraculous 
crossing of the River Jordan. 
 
The Jordan had been in flood, about a mile wide, but God had stopped its flow 
upstream at a place called Adam, and the whole nation of Israel crossed over on 
the dry river-bed. 
 
Now as we come into ch.5 we are preparing for the Conquest of Jericho in ch.6. 
First of all I want you to see from the opening verses of ch.5… 
 
1. The Effect of God’s Power upon the Enemy (vs.1-2) 
 
Notice who they were (v.1a) – ‘Kings of the Amorites and of the Canaanites.’ 
 

• What they had heard (v.1b) 
How God had dried up the Jordan River so Israel could cross over. 
 

• The effect this news had on them (v.1c) 
Their hearts sank. They no longer had the courage to face the Israelites. 
 

• So they all fled into the fortified City of Jericho (6:1) 
Now I want you to compare the reaction of those kings, to how Rahab had reacted 
when she heard similar news in ch.2:8-13. 
 
Notice: 
 

• What she had heard (2:10) 
How God had dried up the Red Sea (40 yrs earlier) so Israel could cross over. 
 

• The effect that news had on her (2:11) 
The hearts of the people of Jericho sank; but she put her trust in the Living God! 
As a result, she and her whole family, sheltering within her house, were saved. 
Do you see how hearing the same news about God’s miraculous power, caused 
some hearts to respond in fear, but others to respond in faith? 
 

Which is it for you? 
Fear or Faith? 

 

We’re going to be heading into some difficult chapters in Joshua in the coming 
weeks and months. There will be a lot of fighting, and battles, and conquering to 
be done. So much so, that some people accuse ‘the God of the Old Testament’ of 
being a tyrant – of being harsh and cruel, a God of Judgement - and the rest of it! 
 
I want you to get it clear right now, that all the people of Canaan had heard the 
same news as Rahab. She responded in faith; the rest of them responded in fear. 
They all had the same opportunity. Some got saved; the rest of them perished. 
But all had heard the same news about God. 
 

Does your heart melt in fear when you hear the Gospel? 
Or does your heart respond in faith when you hear the Gospel? 

 
The same news brings fear to some, and faith to others. Which is it for you? 
 
So with all the people holed up in Jericho, cowering in fear, with their hearts 
melting within them, you would think that now was the time for Joshua and his 
army to march on up to Jericho and take it by force? 
 
Surely now was the moment Joshua and his army had been waiting for: 

- They had literally ‘put the fear of God into their enemies!’ 
- They were afraid, scared of them, confused and bewildered. 
- Surely if Joshua attacked straightaway, Jericho would be theirs! 
- Militarily-speaking, the element of surprise was on their side.  

Surely they should have gone ahead and done it? 
 
But no! There was still more preparation to be done among God’s own people, 
before they would be ready for any victories. That’s what ch.5 is all about… 
 
2. The Need for God’s People to Prepare before facing the Enemy (vs.2-12) 
 
There are 3 things mentioned in vs.2-12. 
 

- Circumcision is reinstated (vs.2-9)  
- Passover is re-enacted (vs.10-11) 
- Manna is revoked (vs.11-12) (They begin to get grain from Canaan). 

 
I want us to think about these 3 things in turn this morning… 
 
Circumcision takes us back to God’s Promises to Abraham (Genesis 17:9-14) 
 
Passover takes us back to God’s Redemption of Israel from Egypt (Exodus 12) 
 
Manna takes us back to their days of Wilderness Wandering (Exodus 16:31-35) 



Look at it another way: 
 
Circumcision = God’s Promises to be their God and they would be His People. 
 
Passover = God’s Protection from the Destroying Angel. 
 
Manna = God’s Provision of food for 40 years – until Canaan’s food could be 
eaten. N.B. It was Harvest time in Canaan when they arrived (See Joshua 3:15). 
 
N.B. In each of these areas, God’s blessing was dependent on their obedience. 
 
So here they are camped at Gilgal, not far from Jericho, on it’s eastern edge. 
 
This time spent in Gilgal was a time for remembering, reflecting and renewal. 
 
Remembering God’s Covenant Promises 
            > God had been faithful to His part of the Covenant  
Reflecting on God’s Covenant Protection 
 
Renewing their Commitment to God in the light of all this. It was time for renewal. 
 
As they thought of God’s Promises and Protection in the past, and His Provision 
right up to the present time, surely it would be an easy thing for them to commit 
themselves to God for His Service in the days that lay ahead – to promise to obey 
him and keep their part of the Covenant. 
 

God’s Part = Gracious Faithfulness to His Covenant Promises 
Our Part = Glad Obedience to His Will 

 
Now you might ask, what relevance has all of that to us today?  

Circumcision, Passover and Manna. 
Well, we have N.T. warrant in each of these areas to apply them spiritually to us: 
 
In Colossians 2:11-12 Circumcision is linked to Baptism. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 5:7 Passover is linked to The Lord’s Supper (also chs.10-11). 
 
In 1 Peter 2:2 & 1 Corinthians 3:1-2 Manna is linked to God’s Word. 
 
Circumcision was usually performed on 8-day-old males.  
It was a sign to show that they were children of the Old Covenant. 
 
Baptism should be performed on believers, not after their physical birth as a baby, 
but some time after they are born again as new believers in Christ…  

It is a sign of their entrance into the New Covenant people of God, by faith. 
 
Passover was a reminder to God’s Old Covenant People that they had been 
rescued from the Destroying Angel on Passover night in Egypt, because the blood 
of a spotless lamb had been shed in their place, and they had sheltered as a 
family beneath its blood that had been sprinkled on the door-posts of their homes. 
 
The Lord’s Supper is a reminder to us as God’s New Covenant People that we 
have been rescued from the Coming Judgement that is going to fall on this world. 
Why? Because ‘Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed’ in our place.  
His blood has been shed for us at the cross of Calvary, and we have personally 
sheltered beneath that shed-blood, the moment we trusted in Christ for salvation. 
 
Manna was bread from heaven, miraculously provided by a Faithful God, every 
single day, for forty years as His Old Covenant People wandered through the 
wilderness on their way from Egypt to the Promised Land of Canaan.  
It was food for their bodies, but it was God’s miraculous provision day after day. 
Without it they would have died in the desert. 
 
God’s Word is like bread from heaven for us. It, too, has been miraculously 
provided by a Faithful God, as He inspired earthly writers by His Holy Spirit to 
write down his Word for us. We need to feed upon it every day, for however many 
years we have to wander through this world from the day and hour He saved us, 
until the day and hour we enter into our eternal rest in heaven. It is food for our 
souls. God gives us our daily bread. Without it we would perish in the wilderness 
of this world. We neglect God’s Word at our peril.  
 
These are things that God has commanded us to do: 

‘Repent and Be Baptised!’ (Acts 2:38) 
‘Do this in remembrance of me’ (1 Cor 11:24-25) 

‘Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 
your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.’ (1 Peter 2:2) 

 
So because God commands these things of us, they become matters of 
obedience as far as our relationship with God is concerned. 

‘Obedience is the key to living under God’s Blessing.’ (God’s Big Picture 4-5) 
 

We are saved by grace, don’t get me wrong, but do you want to be saved by the 
skin of your teeth, or do you want to enter into the joy of all that God has 
prepared for you, not just in the future, but in this world too? 

* N.B. The key to our enjoyment of God’s blessings is obedience * 
 
Let me ask you, in the areas of Believers Baptism, The Lord’s Supper, and the 
regular daily reading of God’s Word, how obedient are you to the Lord Jesus? 



In Joshua ch.5, after 40 years of neglect as far as Circumcision and the Passover 
were concerned, God was re-instating the Ordinances for his O.T. People. 
Neither of these things had been performed since they left Egypt (Note vs.4-7). 
 
There have been periods in history when Believers Baptism was neglected, 
indeed replaced by the baptism of infants, which is unheard of in Scripture. But 
perhaps we are living through a time when Believers Baptism is becoming more 
popular as the way in which a new believer in Jesus declares their newfound faith. 
 
There have been periods in history when the proper observance of The Lord’s 
Supper within the Christian Church had fallen into serious error, but perhaps the 
Reformation was a time when the proper observance of the Lord’s Supper was 
reinstated. It’s important that we continue to observe it correctly in this church, and 
in our day and generation. 
 
And of course there have been many periods in history when God’s Word was 
neglected.  
 
The other day I was talking about the story of Josiah (the boy king) in a school 
assembly. Josiah was only 8 years old when he became King of Judah. Now you’d 
think that somebody becoming king at such a young age, wouldn’t make a very 
good king. But in fact he was one of the best kings Judah ever had! Because 18 
years later, when he was 26, he ordered the clean-up of the Temple in Jerusalem. 
While his men were clearing out the Temple, they found a scroll at the back of the 
Temple, which contained part of our Book of Exodus – it was the Book of the 
Covenant, including Exodus 19-20 that we were looking at in our home groups last 
Wednesday night. Josiah called for someone to read it out to him.  
And as it was read in his hearing, he became overwhelmed with a sense of his sin. 
He became convicted of his sin. He realised he was a sinner in the sight of a Holy 
God, and immediately he tore his clothes and he repented of his sin.  
 
Then he called for the people to gather up, so that God’s Word could be read 
aloud to all of them also. And as they listened to God’s Word, they too became 
convicted of how they had broken God’s Law, and they cried out in repentance 
also. So one of the youngest kings ever, became one of the best kings ever, 
because under his watch, God’s Word was rediscovered, and reinstated to its 
rightful place in the land, and the people of Judah turned back to God. There was 
a revival! That’s what we need to see in our day and generation – a revival in the 
reading of the Word of God. A true understanding of the Word of God.  
For ‘when God’s Word is truly preached, then God’s voice will be truly heard’ and 
men, women, young people & children, will repent and turn back to the Living God. 
 
So here in Joshua ch.5 The Ordinances of God are being reinstated. 
Here in Joshua ch.5 The Importance of Obedience to God is being restored. 

God is teaching His People to obey Him in terms of Circumcision, Passover and 
depending upon God’s Provision – e.g. manna in the desert; new grain in Canaan. 
 
They must learn to obey God’s Will unquestioningly if they were to succeed in the 
heat of the battles that lay ahead in Canaan. 
 
Any soldier will tell you that they have to learn to obey their Commanding Officer 
without question so that they will automatically obey when in the heat of battle. 
 
Think about it: Camped a stone’s throw from Jericho, under-going circumcision, 
and the celebration of the Passover, wouldn’t make a lot of sense, but that’s what 
God asked them to do, before they would head on into the Promised Land, to 
begin to take over fortified cities like Jericho. But it was up to them to obey. 
 
Maybe for new believers, things like Believers Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, even 
regular daily personal Bible Reading might seem strange. What’s the point?  
 
But God asks us to obey Him in these simple acts to teach us the importance of 
obeying Him in every area of our lives as He reveals His Will to us each step of 
the way.   
 
For them, Obedience led to Blessing – The Harvest in Canaan (vs.11-12) 
     And Victory over Jericho (in ch.6) 
The same is true for us:  

If we want to see God’s blessing, we must learn to Trust and Obey. 
 

N.B. God’s Love for us as sinners is Unconditional. 
 God’s Grace towards us as sinners is conditional upon us believing. 
 God’s Blessing upon us as Christians is conditional upon our obedience. 
 
i.e. In Joshua 5, before God would bless Israel with Victory at Jericho they had to 
recommit themselves in obedience to God’s Covenant in Circumcision & Passover 
- Then God would bless (vs.11-12). 
 
i.e. If we want to see God bless us as a Church here in Armagh, If we want to see 
the strongholds of Armagh & Keady come tumbling down, then we need to make 
sure as God’s People, we are waiting upon Him, and seeking to obey His revealed 
Will in our lives that we have discovered through regular daily reading of His Word. 
 
Thought: If we are disobedient in the areas of Baptism, Lord’s Supper and Bible 
Reading, how can we expect God to show us the next step He wants us to take? 
 

* God will not show us the next step, until we have obeyed the last step! * 


