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Great Gospel Texts: 

(Romans 3:21-31) 
“God’s Remedy Defined” 

Introduction 
If I was to pin down our Great Gospel Text for tonight, it would be Rom.3:23-24. 
 

‘For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 
and are justified by his grace as a gift 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.’ 
 
But it would be very hard just to preach on those two verses on their own without 
setting them in their context. So we’ll look at the whole passage tonight.  
This is the Key Passage of the Book of Romans. 
 
In the first three chapters of Romans, Paul has been confronting us with our need. 
He has been showing us our sinfulness, whether we are godless pagans or 
respectable religious people. 
 
By the end of Romans 3:20 Paul has left us wondering if there is any answer at all 
to our sin problem. He has made it clear that we are all alike under sin – there is 
no difference:  
 
We might be godless pagans or we might be respectable religious people, but 
deep down we all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:23).  
At the back of it all there is none of us who is righteous – not one! (Rom.3:10). 
 
Paul began his argument back in ch.1:18: 
1:18 – “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against  

all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.” 
 

And he has been building up to his cliff-hanger in ch.3:20: 
3:20 – “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight,  

since through the law comes knowledge of sin.” 
 
So are we without hope? Is there really no answer?  
Are we all to be utterly condemned for our sin? 
 
Well in Rom. 3:21 God steps in, and begins to reveal the answer with a BUT! 
 

“But now the righteousness of God has been manifest apart from the 
law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it – 
The righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe.” (vs.21-22) 

 
Here at last we are coming to the Good News of the Gospel!  
Paul had in fact introduced this thought at the end of his introduction in ch.1:17, 
even before he launched into the Bad News about our sin problem. 

“For in it [the gospel] the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for 
faith, as it is written: “The righteous shall live by faith.”  
(He’s quoting from Habakkuk 2:4). 

 
I want you to notice this emphasis on the word “righteous” or “righteousness”. 
Right at the heart of the Gospel is this issue of righteousness. How we as 
unrighteous sinners can be made righteous in the sight of a perfectly righteous 
God. That’s what the Gospel is all about. How can a man or woman get right with 
God? How can the unrighteous become righteous in God’s sight?  
 
So don’t let anybody tell you that the Gospel is just a matter of self-improvement, 
or six steps to happiness, or a means to make you healthy, wealthy and wise.  
The Gospel is all about righteousness – how we as unrighteous sinners can get 
right with God. That’s how Paul introduces the remedy for our sin problem - the 
Good News, now that he has finished looking at the Bad News.  
He starts with one of those great “Buts” of Scripture. He says, “But now…” 
 
1. The righteousness of God has been made manifest / revealed (3:21).  

 
That’s where this righteousness comes from: it comes from God, it must come 
from God. It can’t come from us, because we are utterly bankrupt in our sin. 
So just as back in Rom.1:17 the wrath of God is being revealed against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of men, so here in Rom.3:21 a righteousness 
from God has been revealed (or made manifest) as well. The wrath comes 
from God, because of sin, but the righteousness also comes from God, to deal 
with our sin.  

 
2. Notice that it is “apart from the law.” (3:21)                                                                                                              

 
This again is part of the Good News. It is Good News that our ability to obtain 
this God-given righteousness does not require us to be able to perfectly keep 
the Law. It’s good news because we have just been told in v.20 that we can’t 
do it. None of us can perfectly keep the law. But now, because of the Gospel, 
we find we don’t have to be able to keep the law in order to be saved!   
Another way has been provided! 

 
3. What’s more, the O.T. Law and Prophets actually pointed to this. (3:21) 

 
The OT Law laid down God’s required standard of holiness, righteousness 
and perfection. But in the OT Prophets, such as Isaiah, we were told 
beforehand how this perfect standard would be fulfilled – It would not be by us 
keeping the Law, but by God’s Suffering Servant doing so, as he suffered on 
our behalf – The Messiah: See Isaiah 53. Notice especially v.11: 
 

“Out of the anguish of his soul, he shall see and be satisfied; 
By his knowledge (or by knowing him) shall the righteous one,  
my servant (the Messiah) make many to be accounted righteous.” 
    



So if God’s OT people, the Jews, had been reading their Bibles carefully they 
would have seen that they couldn’t keep God’s required standards themselves,  
but when the Messiah would come, he would live a perfectly righteous life and 
then suffer and die on their behalf, so that they could be made righteous through 
Him. But of course they hadn’t grasped that back then. 
 
4. We are also told how we can obtain this righteousness.  

 
Do we work for it? Do we do our best to merit it?                                      
No! As Isaiah said there it comes through “knowing” the Messiah, or as Paul 
puts it, it comes ‘through faith in Jesus Christ – for all who believe.’ (v.22) 
This righteousness is available for every single person who will believe in 
Jesus – who He is, and what He has done for them.  
It is faith in the person and work of Christ that saves. 

 
5. The same remedy applies to all, because all have the same sin problem 

(v.23) as our Great Gospel Text tells us: 
 

“There is no distinction, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
 
So this remedy is applicable to both the godless pagans like the prodigal son, 
and to self-righteous elder brothers! We all have the same need – we all have 
sinned against God. We all have fallen short of the same standard – God’s glory 
revealed in the Law and in Christ. But we all can experience the same remedy – if 
we believe in Jesus and what he has done for us. It doesn’t matter what type of 
person you are. As the hymn-writer put it: 
 

 “I need no other argument, I need no other plea,  
 It is enough that Jesus died, and that He died for me.” 
 

6. So what has Jesus actually done for us? (vs.24-26) 
 

 “We are justified by his grace as a gift,  
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” (v.24) 

 
What does that mean? - There are some big words here, but they are very 
important terms that we shouldn’t just ignore. It’s important that we explain and 
understand these Gospel terms, so that we appreciate more what God has done 
for us, and so that we can better explain the Gospel to others who are not yet 
saved. So let’s look at some of these key words tonight: 
 
We are “Justified” – Now we sometimes tell children this means “Just as if I’d 
never sinned,” and that’s OK for a simple understanding of this great word.  
But as adults we need to go a bit further. A better definition would be this: -  
 

“Justification is the act of God whereby He declares the believing sinner 
righteous (not guilty) in Christ on the basis of the finished work of Christ 
on the cross.” 

- It’s something that God does – it’s an act of God, not us. 
- It’s something that God declares – He says that we are no longer 

guilty even though we were and are. But he pronounces His verdict: 
“Not guilty” over our lives. 

- It’s for believing sinners – people who admit that they are sinners, but 
who then believe that Jesus can take their sin away, so they exercise 
faith in him. 

- But on what basis can God do this? – On the basis, and because of, 
the finished work of Christ on the cross. That’s how we can be 
justified! 

 
“By His Grace” – What’s Grace? Well Grace is something we don’t deserve  
(e.g. the prodigal son didn’t deserve to be welcomed home after all he’d done,  
but the Father still welcomed him home nevertheless – that’s grace).  
 

But grace also means that we can’t merit it ourselves (e.g. the elder brother 
thought because he had stayed at home and always done what his father had 
asked him to do, that he should have the best relationship and privileges with his 
father. But that would have meant that he had earned it, and if he had earned it by 
his good works, then it wouldn’t have been by grace).                 
 
So both the godless pagan type of person and the respectable, good living, 
religious person, need God’s grace to save them. God’s grace is always an act of 
his unconditional love. We don’t deserve it and we can’t merit it either.  
“We are justified by his grace…”  
 
“As a gift” – We must always remember that salvation is a free gift.  
It comes at no cost to us, but at great cost to God – It cost the life of His only Son. 
It was priceless. The only cost that we have to count is the opposition we might get 
from family and friends just because we decide to follow Christ.  
But what’s that, in the light of what it cost God?  
 
It’s a gift that is freely offered to us, and we need to reach out our hand and take it, 
and give thanks for it! 

 
- But on what basis is this gift offered to us? 
 
Through the “Redemption” that is in Christ Jesus – This is a term that comes 
from the slave market that the Romans in particular would have been very familiar 
with. The redemption was a price that was paid to set slaves free from their 
master. So when it is seen in the context of the Gospel, it is the price that was paid 
to set us free from being in bondage to sin and to the devil, himself.  
The redemption price that was paid for us was the blood of Jesus that was shed 
for our sins on the cross. (See 1 Peter 1:18-19).  
 
“Whom God put forward as a Propitiation” (v.25)  
Now this is a big word, found in the AV, NKJV and the ESV.  
But it is often left out of, or paraphrased, in other modern Bible Versions. 



The NIV has “sacrifice of atonement.” And also in the footnote it has “the one who 
would turn aside his wrath, taking away sin.” – So the NIV doesn’t use this word 
‘propitiation’ in the text, but its footnote actually explains the idea behind the 
word very helpfully. It is an important term that we need to understand.  
 
It means that Jesus gave himself as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
Having satisfied God’s just demands by his death, he was able to turn aside God’s 
wrath from us, because he had taken that wrath upon himself. Propitiation means 
that an atoning sacrifice has been offered by our substitute, and because it has 
been accepted, God’s wrath has been turned aside from us and poured out on him 
instead. So a propitiatory sacrifice is “an atoning sacrifice that turns aside God’s 
wrath.” (See NIV footnote). 
 
“…by his blood, to be received by faith” (v.25).  
 
The mention of blood is important, because it signifies a sacrificial death.  
And ‘without the shedding of blood there is no remission for sins’.  
(See Heb.9:22, Gen.2:17, Rom. 6:23).  
But Christ’s blood has been shed for us (See 1 John 1:7-9).  
So His blood is able to cleanse us from all sin – every kind of sin! 
 
“Justice” (v.25-26) – Justice and righteousness are two ideas that are very 
closely tied together in the Gospel.   

God was just or ‘righteous’ (v.25) – in His forbearance / patience. 
 God is just or ‘righteous’ (v.26) – In dealing with our sins by death. 

God continues to be ‘just’ (v.26b) – by extending His forgiveness and 
His righteousness, purely out of love, to all who simply believe in His Son, 
to this very day. 

 
Conclusion 
 
So as we come to the end of this important section in the Book of Romans we 
need to acknowledge three things:  
 

1. We are No better than anybody else – for all have sinned. (Rom.3:23) 
 

2. Now there is No barrier between us and God because of the price 
that Jesus paid for us at the Cross, when he shed his blood to 
purchase our freedom and reconcile us to God. 

 
3. But this also means then that there can be No boasting on our part,  

if we are saved – (See v.27-31) 
 

In other words, we can take no credit whatsoever for our salvation.  
As we have just seen, we owe everything to Jesus – so all the praise must go to 
Him. We can take no credit for our salvation ourselves!  
 

This means that if we are saved we should never be tempted to look down our 
noses at anybody else – either a fellow believer, as if we were somehow better 
than them, or on someone who is not yet saved at all, because we are still no 
better than them.  
 
Anything we are, and anything we have, we are by the grace of God alone.  
 

Justification is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. 
 
That was the watchword of the Sixteenth Century Reformation. But it is a truth that 
is under attack today even within the ranks of the so-called Evangelical world.  
 
Jesus Christ is the only Saviour; salvation is by faith not works; we are saved by 
grace not merit, and it is all so that we can be justified – made righteous - in the 
sight of a Holy God - not just made to feel better as we pass through this life!  
 
– These are important truths that each one of us needs to hold on to and 
appreciate, if we are saved. And come to believe in - if we are not yet saved! 


