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Joshua 6:15-27 
“By Faith Rahab was Rescued” 

Introduction 
Last week, we looked at Hebrews 11:30… 

‘By faith the walls of Jericho fell down  
after they had been encircled for seven days.’ 

 
This morning we’re going to look at the next verse in Hebrews 11:31… 

‘By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.’ 

 
This morning we're going to think about Rahab’s Rescue: 
 
At the end of 1 Thessalonians ch.1 we read about  

‘Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.’  
(1 Thessalonians 1:10 - NIV) 

or 
‘Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.’ (ESV). 

 
Let me set that sentence in its context. It’s talking about the Thessalonians, some 
of the first people on the Continent of Europe to ever hear the Gospel, and to ever 
respond to the Gospel by believing in Jesus Christ. 
Up until that time the European Continent was a dark place – it was full of 
paganism – all kinds of idols and images were worshipped – it was an evil place. 
 
But after the Gospel came to Thesslonica Paul could write these words about it: 
 
‘For not only has the Word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say 
anything. For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had 

among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true 
God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead – 

Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.’ (vs.8-10) 
 

There is coming a day when our God, a God of love and compassion and 
patience, is going to pour out His wrath on an unsuspecting, unprepared, 
unconverted world! 
 
The story of Rahab’s Rescue from Jericho is a reminder that men and women 
today need to be rescued from the coming wrath – not by Joshua, but by Jesus! 
 
Jericho’s destruction was the removal of a great obstacle for the Children of Israel.  

That’s how we thought about it last Sunday morning – a great obstacle in the way! 
 
But for the people of Jericho it was far more than that – it was their destruction!  
It was God’s Judgement upon them for all their sin and wickedness! 
 
Back in Deuteronomy 20:16-18 – (Read it) - God commanded all inhabitants of 
Canaan to be destroyed because of their sin and wickedness, so that they would 
not lead the Israelites into similar sins against God. 
 
The People of Israel deserved the same treatment (God’s Wrath) – but instead, in 
His mercy, He showed them His love and chose them to be his own special 
people instead (See Deuteronomy 7:1-11).  
 
The same is true for us today. According to 1 Thessalonians 1:10 God’s Wrath is 
coming upon this world, but if we are trusting in Jesus (having turned from our 
idols to serve the Living and True God) then we will be rescued from the coming 
wrath, whereas everyone else will still face it (1 Thessalonians 2:14-16). 
 
So Jericho’s destruction by God’s Wrath all those hundreds of years ago,  
is a picture of God’s Wrath being poured out on our world at the Last Day. 
 
Likewise, Rahab’s Rescue from destruction is a picture of our rescue from God’s 
out-pouring of His Wrath at the Last Day.  
 
N.B. We have more in common with Rahab than we might think! 
 
1. Like Rahab, we are sinners deserving God’s Wrath & Punishment (v.17) 
 
Joshua 6:17 is a verse of two halves. The first half tells us what should happen. 
The second half tells us what actually did happen as far as Rahab was concerned. 
 
The City of Jericho was full of wicked, pagan people, worshipping false gods and 
idols and images, and all the immorality that went with it. Rahab was one of them. 
 
She was a prostitute – it is possible that her prostitution had something to do with 
the worship of the pagan gods and idols in her city - like a religious experience! 
 
There is no doubt about it, Rahab was a sinner, deserving of God’s wrath and 
punishment – she deserved it just as much as anybody else in Jericho! 
 
Our sins might not be just as blatant or open as hers, but we are nevertheless still 
sinners deserving God’s wrath and punishment just like she did. (1 John 1:8-10): 
 
‘If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us… (v.8) 



‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.’ (v.9) 

 
‘If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.’ 

(v.10) 
 

But don’t forget v.7: 
‘The blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.’ 

 
There are two very stark options in Joshua 6:17 – ‘Destruction’ or ‘Life’. 
Jesus used the same two stark alternatives in Matthew 7:13-14. 
There, Jesus talked in the Sermon on the Mount, about two gates – the narrow 
and the wide gates, that led onto two paths – the broad road and the narrow road. 
And then he told us that they led to two destinations: ‘Destruction’ or ‘Life’. 
 
Those are the only two alternatives. Are you heading for destruction in hell? Or are 
you heading for Eternal Life in heaven with the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour? 
 
Like Rahab, and all the inhabitants of Jericho we are deserving of God’s wrath and 
punishment, and we deserve to be devoted to destruction in hell for all eternity, but 
 
2. Like Rahab, we are saved because of God’s Grace & a Step of Faith (v.17) 
 
She didn’t deserve to live, anymore than anybody else in Jericho deserved to live. 
She didn’t deserve to be spared, but God in His Grace stepped in and spared her. 
That’s what Grace is – God’s undeserved favour towards sinners. 
And by God’s Grace, Rahab believed what she had heard about the Living and 
True God, she believed the spies’ promises, and she took a step of faith. 
The evidence of that step of faith was two-fold: 
1. She hid the spies under the flax on her roof, and then helped them to get away. 
2. She tied the scarlet cord in her window, and sheltered herself and her family 
inside that room, until the destruction had passed, and until her salvation came. 
 
She was saved by the Grace of God – she didn’t deserve it. Neither do we. 
She was saved by her Step of Faith – she trusted in God’s way of salvation,  
and she wasn’t disappointed. 
 
(Eph.2:8-9) ‘For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.’ 

 
So, like Rahab, we deserve God’s wrath and punishment,  
and like Rahab, we can be saved because of God’s Grace and a Step of Faith. 
 
Thirdly, this morning, I want you to notice something… 

3. Notice how closely Jericho’s Destruction is tied up with Rahab’s Rescue 
 
(v.17a) – Destruction – ‘The city and all in it – devoted to the Lord for destruction.’ 
 
(v.17b) – Salvation – ‘Rahab and all who are with her in her house shall live.’ 
 
(vs.18-21) – Destruction – ‘Then they devoted all in the city to destruction / sword’ 
 
(vs.22-23) – Salvation – ‘Go bring out the woman and all who belong to her.’ 
   ‘her father, mother, brothers, all who belonged to her’ - ‘all her relatives’ (all x 3)! 
 
(v.24) – Destruction – ‘They burned the city with fire and everything in it.’ 
 ‘Only the silver, gold, bronze and iron were put in the treasury of the Lord.’ 
 
(v.25) – Salvation – ‘Joshua saved alive, Rahab, her father’s household  

and all who belonged to her.’ 
‘She has lived in Israel to this day.’ 

 
(v.26) – Destruction – The threat of a curse on anyone who would rebuild Jericho. 
 ‘At the cost of his firstborn shall he lay its foundations,  

And at the cost of his youngest son shall he set up its gates.’ 
This came true 500 years later in 1 Kings 16:34 in King Ahab’s time. 
 

(v.27) – Salvation – Glory to the Saviour – Joshua / Yeshua (Jesus!) 
 ‘So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the land.’ 
 

‘The LORD is with Jesus, and his fame should be spread throughout the land!’ 
 

That is our task as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
To spread his fame far and wide, for He is the only Saviour for sinners today. 
 

It’s Jesus, who saves, and it’s  
‘Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come!’ (1 Thess.1:10) 

 
Think back to Noah and the Flood. Think back to Lot and Sodom & Gomorrah. 
On each occasion their salvation was so closely tied up with the destruction of the 
ungodly around them. Likewise at the end of time, we will be rescued from the 
coming wrath, at the same time as the ungodly are destroyed by that same wrath. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (Salvation) 
is closely followed by 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 (Destruction) 
 

Let me read you one more passage that brings this home: Luke 17:26-36. 



My question to you this morning is very simple: Are you ready? 
Are you heading for destruction, or are you heading for salvation? 
 
See how closely the two are tied up with each other: 
Jesus is able to rescue you from the wrath to come. 
But if you haven’t trusted in Him, you will be destroyed by the wrath to come. 
Which is it for you? Don't mess about with this. It’s serious, Trust Jesus today! 
 
4. Notice that Rahab and her family were All Rescued (vs.22-23) 
 
Her father, her mother, her brothers – all who belonged to her – her entire family! 
 
She knew the destruction of Jericho was coming. 
She was told all who were in her house with the scarlet cord tied in the window, 
would be saved. 
She had limited time to tell them – but she used that time well! 
 
We would love to see our whole families saved. 
We would love to see whole families rescued from the coming wrath. 
We would love to see them rescued from destruction. 
 
But really it’s up to you and me to tell them & warn them, just like it was for Rahab. 
 
Do we really believe such destruction is coming? 
Do we really believe in the wrath of God? 
Do we really believe Jesus can rescue us from the coming wrath? 
 
We can’t change them, only He can! But we must witness to them and warn them. 
 
Do you think the people of California who escaped the wildfires that hit their 
neighbourhood just before Christmas, who escaped with their lives, thought that 
just after Christmas their homes would be washed away by torrential rain bringing 
mudslides down the mountains, through the valleys and into their streets? 
 
Seventeen people lost their lives when mud and boulders crashed through their 
homes. Another 12 or 13 people are still missing! 
 
People were out on the streets, in their Jeeps, shouting, warning people to turn 
back, to go in the opposite direction, but some were too concerned about their 
houses and property. They tried to go and save their things, but lost their lives! 
 
What is it for you? Running after the things of this world, or running after God? 
This is the stark reality. God’s wrath is coming. Don’t put it off. Trust Him today! 
Finally, I want you to notice that lovely phrase, as I close… 

5. Remember ‘Rahab lives among the Israelites to this day’ (v.25) 
 
As a prostitute, she deserved to die and face destruction for her sins. 
 
But instead, ‘she lives among the people of God to this day!’ 
 
As we open up our New Testaments, and turn to the very first page of Matthew… 
 
In Matthew 1:5, we discover that Rahab has found herself in the house and line of 
King David, in the house and line of Jesus, the Messiah, her Saviour and ours! 
 
Some might think she’s a skeleton in the closet of the ancestry of Jesus. 
Nothing could be further from the truth, because she’s now among the redeemed! 
 

‘She lives among the Israelites to this day’ 
‘She lives among the People of God to this day!’ 

 
Do you? 
 
Conclusion 
 
Let me tell you, this morning, the Judgement and the Wrath of God is Real –  
 
But so is Jesus – Jesus is Real too! 
 

He can, and He will, rescue us, and others, from the coming wrath, 
if only we (and they) believe.  

 
‘By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient.’ 

(Heb 11:31). 
 

Why? 
 

Because she trusted in ‘Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath!’ 
 

Make sure you’re trusting in Him too! 
 

Amen. 


