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Joshua 10:1-43 
“God causes all things to work together for good – even our mistakes!” 

 
Introduction 
In Joshua 10:1-3 we are introduced again to the Canaanite kings from the south of 
the Promised Land, who were mentioned back in ch.9:1-2. There we read…  
 

1 As soon as all the kings who were beyond the Jordan in the hill country and 
in the lowland all along the coast of the Great Sea toward Lebanon, the Hittites, 

the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 
heard of this, 2 they gathered together as one to fight against Joshua and Israel. 

 
So since the beginning of ch.9 these kings have been getting ready to fight 
together as one against Joshua and Israel. They believed in ‘strength in numbers’. 

 
Now in ch.10:1-3 we find out who their ring-leader was: 
 
1 As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard how Joshua had captured  

Ai and had devoted it to destruction, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to 
Jericho and its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with 

Israel and were among them, 2 he feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great 
city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men 
were warriors. 3 So Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, 

to Piram king of Jarmuth, to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir king of Eglon 
 
Notice that the King of Jerusalem is their ring leader! He is called Adoni-Zedek. 
That name means: ‘My lord is righteous’. Or ‘My lord is Zadok’. In other words the 
people of Jerusalem in those days, when Israel was first invading the land, were 
worshipping a false god called Zadok, and they claimed that he was righteous, 
when in fact there is only One God who is righteous, and that is Yahweh. 
 
The last time we would have heard about a king of Salem, (or a king of Jerusalem) 
would have been away back in Genesis ch.14. His name was Melchizedek, who 
lived in Abraham’s time. His name comes from the same root, and means,  
‘My king is righteous.’ He’s the one that the writer to the Hebrews picks up on to 
refer to Jesus, who has become a priest forever in the Order of Melchizedek.  
So Melchizedek, back in Genesis 14, was a pre-incarnate picture of Christ. 
 
But here in Joshua 10, we have anything but a pre-incarnate picture of Christ.  
In fact we have an impostor. One who claims to be the king of Jerusalem; one who 
claims to be righteous; but he’s not. He is an unrighteous king who has led his 
people, the people of Jerusalem to worship a false god called Zadok, and that’s 

why these people were ripe for judgement. Ready for God’s Judgement to be 
poured out upon them, at the hands of Joshua and the Israelites.  
 
Again we need to remember that, before we launch into this chapter - because the 
destruction is going to step up a gear in this chapter. So far only Jericho and Ai 
have been wiped out, or ‘given over to destruction’ by Joshua and the Israelite 
army, but in this one chapter, Joshua ch.10, we are going to see 5 kings and their 
towns and cities being given over to judgement and destruction, and we will see in 
v.11 that more died from the direct action of Yahweh, the LORD, than at the hands 
of the Israelites! 
 

11 ‘And as they fled before Israel, while they were going down the ascent of  
Beth-horon, the LORD threw down large stones from heaven on them as far as 
Azekah, and they died. There were more who died because of the hailstones 

than the sons of Israel killed with the sword.’ 
 
So these kings are about to meet their Maker. They are about to feel the icy wind 
of his wrath, just like one day, everyone who is outside of Christ will face God’s 
wrath!  
 
But why did these 5 kings in particular decide to club together against Israel? 
Well, these kings were very annoyed that the Gibeonites (their former allies) had 
made a treaty with Joshua and Israel. So they have effectively become their 
enemies. They’ve changed sides! (v.2) 
 
So Adoni-Zedek, the king of Jerusalem, called for these 5 kings and their armies 
to come and help him surround Gibeon and attack it (vs.4-5). 
 
These Gibeonites have just trusted in Joshua for their salvation (ch.9:24-26). 
And already they face the enslaught of the forces of the evil one against them. 
That’s often what happens whenever you become a Christian – after all, you’ve 
changed sides! You begin to realise like you’ve never realised it before – that the 
devil does exist! And he’s become your personal ‘Enemy No.1’. 
 
So the Gibeonites turn to their saviour, Joshua, in their hour of need… (v.6) 
 
Now, many a leader, because of their cunning and deception, would have left 
them to it! But Joshua was a man of his word – He stood by his promise and he 
was prepared to help them (v.7). 
 
Likewise, Jesus, our Saviour, is true to us in our hour of need – we should turn to 
Him much more readily than we do, to help us in the difficult times that we face. 
 
Now, it had been a mistake for Joshua to make a Treaty with the Gibeonites… 



We saw that in ch.9. He’d been tricked into doing it. But now that mistake has 
been made, Joshua has to be true to the promise he made…  
 

(i.e. we all have to live with the consequences of our mistakes many a time). 
 
But God is going to make that mistake work for them, not against them! 
God is going to give to Israel their greatest victory yet! 5 kings at one go! 
 
The whole southern territory of Canaan will be taken in just one campaign! 
 
You see, here in this chapter, we have an illustration of Romans 8:28 
 
‘God causes ALL things to work together for good’ – even our mistakes! 
 
God is sovereign, He can work everything together for our good, no matter what 
we have done, that we feel has let him down, or we think is unforgiveable! 
So let’s come and take a look at this chapter, and see how God makes all things 
work together for good – even our mistakes! 
 
What were the secrets behind this great victory? 
 
Well, there are a number of ingredients that I want you to notice in this chapter: 
 
1. Honour (v.6) – ‘Those who honour me, I will honour’ – God (1 Samuel 2:30). 
 
Joshua & Israel had to be true to the promise they had made to the Gibeonites. 
They couldn’t go back on it now. Yes, they had been tricked into it, but a promise 
is a promise. They had made a covenant with them, a peace treaty. They were 
now allies. So they had to stand up for the Gibeonites whenever they were being 
attacked. Many another army commander would have just let them go! 
 
But just think of it, if it was the other way round… 
 
Imagine, Joshua and the Israelites had made a treaty with the Gibeonites. 
And then whenever the Gibeonites came under attack, Joshua just washed his 
hands of them. Do you think God would stand by Joshua if that was the case? 
 
No. We have to be people of our word. Joshua was a man of his word. 
Even though he had been tricked into it; he would stand by these people. 
And because he was prepared to do that; God was prepared to stand by him. 
 
So in v.7 Joshua and all his men of war went up from Gilgal to defend Gibeon. 
 
And that brings us to the second ingredient in this chapter. Secondly we find a… 

2. Promise (v.8)  
 
As soon as Joshua & the Israelites made the move to go up from Gilgal to Gibeon, 
God made a promise to Joshua. He didn’t have to seek God’s face this time;  
God gave the promise straight away in v.8, even as he was on the way… 
 

And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them,  
for I have given them into your hands.  

Not a man of them shall stand before you.” (v.8) 
 
So God promises to stand by Joshua & the people, as they honour their promise. 
You see God can be trusted. If God makes a promise, He keeps His promise. 
So if we claim to be the people of God, and we want God to stand by His promises 
to us, then we need to keep our promises to others.  
In this case it was the Gibeonites, as far as Joshua was concerned. 
 
So we’ve seen two ingredients in this victory so far: Honour and Promise. 
Honour on the part of the Israelites as far as their promise to the Gibeonites is 
concerned. Then because they kept their promise, God promised to help them. 
The third ingredient is… 
 
3. Strategy (vs.7 & 9)  
 
Just because Joshua was an honourable man, and just because God had made a 
promise to him, didn’t mean that Joshua could just throw caution to the wind, and 
forget about strategy. 
 
Although Joshua knew all this, still he paid careful attention to his military strategy. 
 
Joshua prepares as if all depends on him; even though all depends on God! 
 
We believe firmly in the sovereignty of God; but that doesn’t mean we sit back on 
our laurels and leave all to God. We have a part to play. God expects us to have a 
strategy. 
 
Just as Joshua had a strategy for this particular military engagement, so we as a 
church should have a strategy for the work that lies before us over the next few 
years.  

That’s why in 2010 we started the ABC 20:20 Vision. 
 
We wanted to be in a position by the time the year 2020 comes, to be able to look 
back and see all that God has done. But in order for us to be in that position, we 
still needed to have a strategy. So over the years we have kept our eyes focussed 
on 3 targets:  



1. Reaching out to Armagh City in co-operation with others. (e.g. Passion for Life) 
 
2. Reaching out to South Armagh. Coming alongside John & Grace Cunningham 
and the work they have been doing through Baptist Missions into Crossmaglen, 
and now we ourselves are working into Keady. We have a strategy for planting a 
church there over the next 4 or 5 years God willing.  
 
3. And the third area was to keep sending people out on World Mission, at home 
and abroad, to play our part as a local church in the task of seeing men and 
women and young people reached with the Good News of the Gospel, wherever!  
 
So we believe that God is sovereign. We believe that He doesn’t need us.  
But we also know that he chooses to use the likes of us to fulfil the task of mission. 
That’s why we need to keep pressing forward with our strategy over the next few 
years (if he spares us) to see the church here in Armagh built up and growing, but 
also to see a new church established in Keady, if God gives the increase. 
 
So Joshua’s strategy (v.7) was to bring all the people of war with him from 
Gilgal, including ‘all the mighty men of valour’ – then he gets the promise from the 
Lord along the way – and then he uses strategy again – after a long march 
through the night, he comes upon them suddenly (v.9). He uses the element of 
surprise to come upon his unsuspecting foes. And it worked! Just look at v.10… 
 

‘And the Lord threw them into a panic before Israel, who struck them  
with a great blow at Gibeon and chased them by the way of the ascent  

of Beth-horon and struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah.’ 
 

Man-made Strategy and God’s Sovereignty are not incompatible… 
 

We must prepare as if everything depends on us; while at the same time 
take great comfort from the fact that everything depends on God. 

 
And so that brings us to the fourth ingredient in this chapter: 
 
4. Prayer (vs.12 & 13)  
 
In the heat of the battle, Joshua made a remarkable request of God in vs.12-14… 

 
12 ‘At that time Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord gave the 

Amorites over to the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, 
“Sun, stand still at Gibeon, 

and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.” 
13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, 
until the nation took vengeance on their enemies. 

Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven 
and did not hurry to set for about a whole day.  

14 There has been no day like it before or since, when the Lord heeded the 
voice of a man, for the Lord fought for Israel.’ 

 
Now what are we to make of this? - All sorts of speculation surrounds this verse. 
 
I remember when I was studying Physics for A-Level in Wallace High School in 
Lisburn, that my Physics teacher (who was in no-way a Christian) talked about 
how NASA scientists have to put a constant into all their calculations in order to 
account for this ‘missing day’ in Joshua 10:12-13. When they first started putting 
rockets up into space, and when they started launching satellites into space, they 
had to allow for this ‘lost day’ in all their calculations. 
 
Now I have checked out this story, and a form of it seems to have originated back 
in 1890, and then it was embellished in the 1960s by a Harold Miller who seemed 
to spread the story of something he had supposedly heard while working at NASA. 
 
Now, quite honestly, I doubt very much if that story doing the rounds is true at all! 
But what I do know is that what is described in Joshua 10:12-13 really did happen. 
How it happened, or how we can explain it scientifically, nobody knows, but 
Joshua’s prayer was answered. It actually happened.  
 
The sun stood still in the sky over Gibeon, and the moon stopped (or stopped 
shining) over the Valley of Aijalon, and that day lasted almost twice as long as it 
should have done to allow time for Joshua and the Israelites to defeat these kings. 
 
Why do I believe it? ‘For nothing is impossible with God!’ (Luke 1:37) 
 
The God who set the sun, moon and stars in space in the first place, is well able to 
alter their course, or for some unknown reason to tilt the earth on its axis to allow 
for a day to feel longer than it actually should have done. e.g. At certain times of 
the year a day around the North Pole can be over 20 hours long, and night less 
than 4. Sometimes the sun never seems to set at all up there! So God knows! 
  
We started by saying that God is able to cause all things to work together for 
good, for those who love the Lord - even our mistakes! 
Well, if we believe that, then it must mean that God is in control of everything, 
including the sun, the moon and the stars, otherwise He’s not really sovereign! 
 
But in all of this speculation, I don’t want you to miss the wonder of v.14. It’s still 
amazing that God heeds the voice of a man, or a woman, in the place of prayer! 
 
That brings us then to think about another ingredient in this chapter… 



5. Miracles (vs.11-14)  
 
There are two miracles in this story… 
 
(v.11) The Hailstones.  
 

‘And as they fled before Israel, while they were going down the ascent of Beth-
horon, the LORD threw down large stones from heaven on them as far as 

Azekah, and they died. There were more who died because of the hailstones 
than the sons of Israel killed with the sword.’ 

 
(v.14) The Sun and the moon delayed going down (which we’ve just looked at) 
 
‘There has been no day like it before or since, when the LORD heeded the voice 

of a man, for the LORD fought for Israel.’ 
 
In other words, in both of these miracles, God was at work, on Israel’s behalf.  
He was fighting for them, and against their enemies. The LORD did this. Only the 
LORD could do this. That’s what makes it a miracle. We can’t explain it away!  
If we could, it wouldn’t be a miracle! 
 
Do you still believe in the God of miracles? I hope you do. Every time someone 
gets saved; every time someone gets converted to Christ, a miracle takes place. 
So I hope we see many more miracles in the year that lies ahead. 
 
‘The Lord fought for Israel.’ I hope that will be said of us, and seen in us, in 2018. 
 
6. The Kings were Destroyed (vs.16-28)  
 
Read vs.16-28 to see how God dealt with these five kings, who tried to attack 
Gibeon.  
 
In fact there was a sixth one – the king of Makkedah (v.28).  
They were all hung on trees until evening. They were all under the curse. 
Then they were buried in a cave, and stones piled up at the mouth of the cave. 
 
N.B. v.25 was to give them courage for future events. It should give us courage for 
the future too, because one day soon, it will become true of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
A verse from Psalm 110:1 is quoted several times in the New Testament… 
 

‘The LORD said to my lord, “Sit at my right hand, 
until I put your enemies under your feet’ (Matthew 22:44, Psalm 110:1) 

 
One day all our enemies will be dealt with in the same way. So take courage! 

7. Their Cities were Defeated (vs.29-43)  
 
I’ll not take time to read the rest of this chapter again this morning, but I hope you 
can see, that throughout the South of the Promised Land of Canaan, God gave 
Joshua great success! All the kings were destroyed. All the cities were defeated. 
 
Why? N.B. v.42 – ‘Because the LORD God of Israel was fighting for Israel.’  
 
There is no doubt about it… Joshua had made a huge mistake in ch.9. 
But we have learned from ch.10 that,  
 
God can even turn around our mistakes for our good and His glory! Let Him! 
 
Conclusion 
 
I’m sure you’ve heard the saying: 

 
‘The man who never made a mistake, never made anything!’ 

 
- Well, it’s true! Not even Joshua was perfect. He made mistakes. 
- We need to recognise that – and admit our mistakes when they happen. 
- Allow God to put them behind us, and allow Him to work them out for good 

in the future. 
 

- And sometimes, we need to allow our leaders to make mistakes too. 
We’re not perfect. We don’t always get it right. But don’t hold it against us 
forever. Remember God can even turn our mistakes around for good! 
 

- That’s a good note to sound as we move forward into this year together! 
 

Amen. 


