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Joshua 14:1-15 and 15:13-19 
“Caleb: Still going Strong at 85!” 

Introduction 
Over these last two Sunday mornings we’ve been taking a look at the two oldest 
men in Israel. They were the only two men who left Egypt, who actually managed 
to get into the Promised Land, 40 years later.  
 

Last week we looked at Joshua. This morning we’re going to look at Caleb. 
Both of them could be described as ‘senior citizens’ in the Bible! 

 
Numbers 13 is where we meet Caleb for the first time in Scripture.  
He was one of the Twelve Spies sent in to spy out the Promised Land. 
 
10 Spies came back with a negative, pessimistic report about the Promised Land. 
Only 2 Spies – Joshua & Caleb – came back with a good report. 
Yes, they acknowledged the difficulties, but they still believed with God’s help they 
could do it - they could go in and possess the Promised Land. 
Just let me read from Numbers 13:26-33… 
 
26 And they came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of 
Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh. They brought back word to them and 

to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 And they told 
him, “We came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk and honey, and 
this is its fruit. 28 However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the 

cities are fortified and very large. And besides,  
we saw the descendants of Anak (Giants) there… 

30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, 
“Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” 

31 Then the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up 
against the people, for they are stronger than we are.” 32 So they brought to the 

people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had spied out, saying,      
“The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its 
inhabitants, and all the people that we saw in it are of great height. 33 And 
there we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the Nephilim), 

and we seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.” 
 
Listen to what Caleb and Joshua said in Numbers 14:5-9… 
 

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the 
congregation of the people of Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the 

son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land,      
tore their clothes 7 and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel,  

“The land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land.      
8 If the Lord delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land 
that flows with milk and honey. 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not 
fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is removed 

from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear them.” 
 

Listen to what God said then, about Caleb in Numbers 14:21-24… 
 

21 ‘But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord, 
22 none of the men who have seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt and 
in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these ten times and have not 

obeyed my voice, 23 shall see the land that I swore to give to their fathers.        
And none of those who despised me shall see it. 24 But my servant Caleb, 

because he has a different spirit and has followed me fully, I will bring into 
the land into which he went, and his descendants shall possess it.’ 

 
Caleb was a Man of Faith at Forty! He had Faith in a Great God even then! 

He saw the Greatness of the Giants, but he knew that his God was Greater still! 
 

Maybe you’re a man or a woman of around 40 years of age here this morning. 
Can I ask you a question? Could you, or would you, be considered as a man or a 
woman of great faith right now? Are you known as someone who belongs to the 
Lord, someone who is a believer, someone who walks with God, and has a vision 
for the Lord’s work right here and now? Please give of your best years to the Lord! 
 

But really the question that I want us to consider this morning is this: 
Had Caleb Changed in his Old Age? 

 
In Joshua ch.14, we meet Caleb again. I want you to notice 5 things about him: 
 
1. His Faith Never Wavered (Read Joshua 14:6-10) 
 
45 years have passed. He was 40 back then, when he was a spy. Now he is an 
old man of 85 years old. But his faith in God’s promises has never wavered. 
 

- He and Joshua were the only survivors of the wilderness wanderings. 
- He had always remembered the positive report he had given as a spy. 
- He had followed the Lord wholeheartedly at 40, and he was still following 

the Lord wholeheartedly at 85. 
- God had promised the land he had spied out, to him and to his children, 

and he was still alive to claim that promise. In fact it had kept him going! 
 
In fact, as far as he was concerned, the reason he was still alive at 85 was 
because of God’s promise. So His Faith Never Wavered! Secondly… 



2. His Strength Never Weakened (Read Joshua 14:11) 
 
After 40 years of wandering in a desert, and now 7 years of war (as we saw last 
week) and after 85 years of the rigours of life, Caleb is still alive, and as he said 
himself: 

- ‘I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out!’ (v.11) 
- ‘I’m just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was back then!’ 

 
There seems no stopping this man! He’s as fit as ever! And ready for anything! 
Isn’t it great when you see that in an 85 year old!?  
 
I’m sure we’ve all been challenged by the legacy of Billy Graham, who died 
recently and was buried on Friday past. He died in his 100

th
 year – man who 

continued to have a passion for the Gospel from the day and hour he was saved 
at the age of 16 right to the end. He only gave up preaching the Gospel in public in 
his late 80s. He continued to proclaim it through those films we watched in recent 
years down in our main hall on a Sunday night. Another one has just been 
released. We hope to show it towards the end of April, all being well. 
 
There’s a man who was like Caleb. He started out wholeheartedly to follow the 
Lord over 70 years ago. He still had a passion for the Gospel right to the end. He 
was still following the Lord wholeheartedly to the very end of his life. What a 
challenge he is to you and to me? And what a blessing he has been to so many! 
 

As for Caleb: 1. His Faith never wavered. 2. His strength never weakened. 
 
3. His Vision Never Waned (Read Joshua 14:12) 
 
The last time I preached on this passage was on 30

th
 January 1997 (21 years ago) 

I came across my old hand-written notes that I used in a mid-week Bible Study in 
our home in Cavan away back then. I said this on that occasion…  
 
‘My granda will be 89 if he lives until May. He was a Baptist Pastor for many years 
(He started off here in Armagh, then Banbridge, Tandragee and Londonderry).  
Up until 5 or 6 years ago he was physically as fit as a fiddle, but now his mind has 
gone.’ (He died at the age of 90 in August the following year). 
 

- Not everybody enjoys great physical health to the end of the journey. 
- But even if physical health goes, spiritual health and strength can and 

should remain! 
- Caleb was blessed with both physical health and spiritual vision! 
- How sad it is when we do have our physical health, but little or no spiritual 

vision! 
- Look at the vision this man Caleb had… 

‘I’m just as ready for battle now as I was then!’ (v.11) 
‘So now give me this mountain!’ (v.12)  

 
Helen Roseveare wrote a book called ‘Give me this Mountain!’ She was a 
missionary in the Congo for many years, from 1953. She was there for most of 20 
years. She had to get out of the country on a number of occasions because of the 
Civil War and communist up-rising just the same as Bob McAllister and his family 
had to leave on a number of occasions. She was a woman of vision, believing the 
Lord had called her to start a hospital up in the North East of Congo. She asked 
God to give her a mountain. She then wrote another book called: ‘He gave us a 
Valley!’ and finally she wrote a book called: ‘Make this Valley full of ditches!’   
In other words, she was undaunted. No matter what God gave her, whether it was 
a mountain-top experience, or even if it was a valley experience, she got on with it, 
and she made the best of what she had been given.  
 

For Caleb, it didn’t matter whether he faced mountains, or fortified cities, 
or even giants – with the Lord’s help, it was no problem! Even in old age! 
Is that how you and I think (when we’ve got our health and strength?) 
Mountains, strongholds, giants, obstacles, difficulties – but with the Lord’s 
help – no problem! 
 

When I preached on this passage the last time, I talked about Tullymongan 
Housing Estate in Cavan – we were about to open our first building on the edge of 
the worst estate in Cavan Town. People thought we were mad! But we did it!  
 
We ran a youth club in that building, and we saw some rough kids come through 
our doors. It turned out they were the ones breaking our windows and taking 
slates off the roof of our new building in due course, but we had a heart to reach 
them, we took some of them away on youth weekends, we ran camps for them, 
and we got alongside them and got to know them.  
 
(There were boys like Eggy and Spongey, and Dosey, and Skinny, and Barry – 
they were a great bunch of fellas when you took the time to get to know them!)  
 
To this day, when the Cavan Church does door-to-door work around the area, 
they still ask: ‘Whatever happened to that boy, Ian Grant?’ - so they haven’t 
forgotten those days, or what they heard of the Gospel, and God can still use it to 
transform their hearts and lives! 
 
Caleb said ‘Now give me this mountain!’ at 85. 
Helen Roseveare said the same in the Congo. She died just over a year ago at 91. 
A few summers ago, when I was off, I took the time one evening to go up and 
drive round from Newtownhamilton to Crossmaglen to Castleblaney to Keady and 
back home again. The only words in my head were: ‘Give me this mountain!’ 



(And you know it’s a mountain when it snows like it’s done for this past week!) 
 
Sometimes you need a heart like a lion when it comes to doing God’s work. 
Many times it’s not easy. But does that mean we don’t even try? No way!  
Why? For… 
 
4. His Efforts were Never Wasted (Read Joshua 14:12b-15 and 15:13-14) 
 
Caleb’s faith was still intact, his strength was still there, his vision was as clear as 
a bell, but maybe it was a case of wishful thinking on Caleb’s part? Maybe he was 
being over optimistic? Maybe he was a fool to set out and even try? No he wasn’t! 
 
(v.15) Joshua gave him the stronghold of the giants – Kiriath Arba – Hebron! 
‘Kiriath Arba’ just means ‘The City of Arba’ – Arba was the greatest of all giants! 
 
And in ch.15:13-14 we read that even in his old age he was able to drive out, not 
just one giant, but 3 generations of giants! Arba (the grandfather) Anak (the father) 
and then the 3 sons (Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai) (Joshua 15:14). 
 
And what’s more… He claimed Debir (otherwise known as Kiriath Sepher, or the 
City of Sepher also) (Joshua 15:15). He did this with the help of his son-in-law. 
 
Caleb claimed and obtained his inheritance at the age of 85, when most of the 
younger people failed to drive out their opponents from their allotted inheritance. 
(e.g. 15:63, 16:10, and that phrase occurs again and again throughout this book).  
 
But with God’s help at 85 years of age, Caleb was able to secure his victories! 
He was a mighty man of God!  
 
So, we’ve seen four things this morning about Caleb: 
 
1 - His Faith never Wavered. 
2 - His Strength never Weakened. 
3 - His Vision never Waned. 
4 - His Efforts were never Wasted. 
 
But there’s one more thing… 
 
5. His Children Never Wandered (Read Joshua 14:16-19, Judges 3:7-11) 
 
At 85 years of age, Caleb wasn’t going to be able to enjoy, for too long, the 
inheritance or land that the Lord had given him at Hebron. But we find in Joshua 
15:16-19 that he was concerned to pass on these God-given blessings to his 
children…  

- His daughter Acsah and her husband-to-be Othniel. 
 
He gave her and her husband 2 portions of land and the springs of water to 
irrigate them for years to come, long after he was gone. Like a wedding present! 
He was thinking of the future. He wanted to provide spiritual blessings for the next 
generation, not just for himself.  
 
You know, that’s a very strong argument for not just evangelising, but for planting 
a church. When you evangelise, you might see one soul saved, today! But when 
you plant a church, it can become a blessing to see many souls saved in future! 
 
It’s great when older people in church have a desire to see younger people 
reached with the Gospel and the church catering for their needs - for all ages. 
 
Again, when I was preaching this passage the last time in Cavan, I said: 
 

‘I hope we’ll remember Caleb’s example when young people are tearing about  
in our new building, and when we’re trying our best to reach them.’ 

 
It was almost prophetic when you think of all faced at their hands in the days that 
followed. 
But maybe that’s what our youth leaders are having to deal with on Friday nights. 
Young people, with little or no church background, tearing about, maybe being 
harder to handle - but what an opportunity to bring God’s Word to their hearts!? 
 
For Caleb it all paid off! Because eventually Othniel became one of the first 
Judges that God raised up to save or deliver his people Israel (Judges 3:7-11). 
 
Conclusion 
So what has God said to you through Caleb this morning? 

- Is your faith in God’s promises wavering? 
- Is your strength for the battle and the work weakening? 
- Is your vision for what God can do in Armagh or Keady waning? 
- Do you think our efforts for the Lord will ever be wasted? 
- Are you concerned that the young people of our fellowship never wander 

from the Lord? 
What’s the secret that Caleb can teach us to help avoid all of this from happening? 
It’s in v.8, v.9 and v.14…  

‘Caleb had a different spirit, he followed the Lord wholeheartedly.’ 
 

In a day and age when many are only half-hearted or mediocre about their faith, 
wouldn’t it make all the difference in the world if we had a church full of people like 
Caleb, who were known as people who had a different spirit – who were known 
as people who ‘followed the Lord wholeheartedly’? - Will you be a Caleb today? 


