
Armagh Baptist Church – Sunday 27
th

 May 2018 
Paul’s Defence before Felix - Acts 24:1-27 

Introduction 
There was an old Baptist preacher from Dublin called L.E. Deens who had a 
sermon on Felix. He had 3 points. And they were very simple.  
His three points were based on v.25 in the King James Version: 
 
 1. Felix Trembled. 
 2. Only Felix Trembled. 
 3. Felix Only Trembled. 
 
1. He was pointing out that as Paul preached the Gospel in that courtroom in 
Caesarea Felix trembled under the conviction of his sin.  
2. He was pointing out that among all the other people who were there that day 
listening to Paul, Felix was the only one who came under conviction of his sin.  
3. But sadly that was all that happened to him. He didn’t go any further, he didn’t 
come to trust in Christ as his Saviour – he only trembled, he didn’t follow through 
to become a believer in Jesus Christ. 
 
This morning I want us to go a little deeper into this chapter to see what it’s all 
about. You remember last Sunday in ch.23 we saw how the Jews plotted to take 
Paul’s life. They even bound themselves by an oath not to eat or drink until they 
had killed Paul. But the Roman Commander heard about their sly scheme, so 
under cover of darkness he got Paul taken from Jerusalem to the relative safety of 
Caesarea under the guard of 470 armed Roman soldiers. God was looking after 
Paul’s life. He was even using the Romans to protect him from the wicked plans of 
the Jews who hated him. 
 
You see God had promised Paul that just as he had borne witness to Jesus in 
Jerusalem, so he would also bear witness in Rome. Paul was going to Rome! 
 

‘Take Courage! For as you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, 
so you must testify also in Rome.’ (Acts 23:11). 

 
Now as we come into ch.24 we see Paul standing trial before Governor Felix in 
Caesarea. Felix now held the office that Pontius Pilate used to hold at the time of 
the crucifixion of Jesus – he was Governor of Judea.  
 
It’s interesting that just as Jesus himself was passed around between Pilate, Herod 
and the Jewish Sanhedrin, so Paul was going to face the same treatment.  
 
Nobody wanted to face the hard reality that neither Jesus nor Paul had done 
anything wrong, or anything worthy of death. And yet because both Jesus and 
Paul stood trial in three different courts each, it was therefore established, not 
once, not twice, but three times that they were innocent of all wrong-doing.  

That was a principle set down in Scripture right from the time of Moses that 
everything must be established in the presence of two or three witnesses. 
 
So before all the courts of history the founders of Christianity – Jesus, the Son of 
God, and Paul, the Apostle, were declared to be ‘not guilty’ over and over again. 
 
So Christianity is not a subversive sect or cult - it is a bone fide faith, and yet world 
governments then, and world governments ever since, right down to the present 
day still try to throw Christians in prison and try to stamp out every remnant of 
Christianity from their country!  
 
So who is behind all this? It’s none other than the devil himself trying to battle 
against God and God’s people. But in the end he will not succeed – he himself will 
be defeated and cast into the Lake of Fire for all eternity! 
 
Acts ch.24 breaks up quite nicely into three sections: As in any court case there is 
the prosecution (vs.1-9), the defence (vs.10-21) and the judge’s decision (v.22-27). 
So let’s take a look at each of these sections in turn: 
 
1. The Prosecution (vs.1-9) 
 
In vs.1-9 the Jews present their charges against Paul.  
Five days have passed since Paul was rushed out of Jerusalem under guard.  
Five days since Paul had stood before the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem.  
Now Ananias, the High Priest, and some of the Jewish elders make their way 
down to Caesarea with a hired lawyer, a man called Tertullus, to bring their 
charges formally against Paul in the court of Felix. 
 
Tertullus, the lawyer for the prosecution, begins with the customary flattery of the 
judge. (v.2)  

“We have enjoyed a long period of peace under you, and your   
 foresight has brought about reforms in this nation. Everywhere  
 and in every way, most excellent Felix, we acknowledge this with  
 profound gratitude. But in order not to weary you further, I would  
 request that you be kind enough to hear us briefly.” 
 
In fact nothing could have been further from the truth! Felix was actually a freed 
slave who somehow or other, probably by corruption, had made his way up the 
Roman ladder to become Governor of Judea in AD52. He had done his best to put 
down rebels in Judea, but he had used such violence that he had alienated the 
Jewish people, and eventually had to be recalled just 2 years after this court-
appearance. So the flattery of Tertullus was just the beginning of a whole series of 
lies that would be presented in evidence against Paul.  
 
Now Tertullus moves on to present the charges against Paul the prisoner (vs.5-8): 



“For we have found this man a plague, one who stirs up riots among  
all the Jews throughout the world and is a ringleader of the sect of the 
Nazarenes. He even tried to profane the temple, but we seized him.  
By examining him yourself you will be able to find out from him about 
everything of which we accuse him.” 

 
So basically we see that there were three charges levelled against Paul by the 
Jews: 

1. That he was a troublemaker who caused riots among the Jews 
wherever he went.   
(a personal charge about Paul being a disruptive character). 

  
2. That he was a leader of an unauthorised religion in the Roman Empire. 

 (a political charge about Paul leading an illegal religion). 
  

3. That he tried to desecrate the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem by bringing 
 gentiles there. 
 (a doctrinal charge – that he had profaned the Jewish Temple). 
 
Each of these charges was serious enough as far as Paul was concerned - 
particularly in the eyes of the Romans.  
 

 First of all to be accused of causing riots wherever he went -                      
The Romans were afraid of anything that upset the delicate peace 
between the peoples of their empire. So this could have been enough in 
itself to put him away, if it was proven to be true. 
  

 Then the charge of being a leader of an illegal religion -                     
Theoretically all the peoples of the Roman Empire had to worship Caesar 
and join in the Emperor Cult. But the Jewish Religion had been given 
special status. In order to keep the peace between the Romans and the 
Jews they were allowed to carry on their religion in freedom. So as long as 
Christianity could be seen as a sect within Judaism they were alright, but 
as soon as the rift came between the Jewish Faith and the Christian Faith 
then in the eyes of the Romans this left the Christians open to be fair 
game for persecution, because then they were an illegal religion.  
 

 The third charge: Paul being guilty of desecrating the Jewish Temple 
in Jerusalem was being used by Tertullus to prove that the Christian Faith 
and the Jewish faith were now poles apart. So really Tertullus, on the 
instigation of the High Priest and the Jewish elders, was basically hanging 
Paul out to dry. They were ostracising him as far as they were concerned, 
hoping that Rome would take a dim view of him and punish him severely, 
hopefully by execution! 

 

So after Tertullus had formally read out the charges against Paul, the Jews join in 
the accusation asserting that these things were true (v.9).  
 
So the prosecution has been heard, now it’s time for the Defence.  
So Felix just gives Paul the nod to begin (v.10). 
 
2. The Defence (vs.10-21) 
 
In vs.10-21 Paul responds to the charges made against him.  
Paul begins with a one sentence statement recognising Felix’s right to try him.  
He doesn’t use flattery as Tertullus had done, he just states a fact: 
 “Knowing that for many years you have been a judge over this nation; 
 I cheerfully make my defense.”  

(So he simply recognises the court - that’s all he does). 
 
Then he begins to address the charges that have been levelled against him (v.11).  

 
He says, “You can verify that it is not more than twelve days since I went 
up to worship in Jerusalem, (not to cause a riot). And they did not find me 
disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the temple or in the 
synagogues or in the city. Neither can they prove to you what they now 
bring up against me.” (vs.11-13) 

 
If Felix wanted to do so, he could go and check the Temple records in Jerusalem 
which would show that 12 days earlier Paul had paid the fee for four young men 
who were undergoing a Nazirite vow at the Temple. Paul’s name would be in the 
record, and the fact that he had paid would have been there beside it. That in no 
way suggests that Paul’s religion was incompatible with the Jewish Religion. He 
was still worshipping at the Jewish Temple. He hadn’t desecrated it at all – he was 
worshipping at it. He hadn’t taken any Gentiles into the Temple courts, the Jews 
just assumed that he had, because they saw some Gentile Christians from Asia 
with him elsewhere in the city. So enough said about the charges against him – 
they were completely unfounded. 
 
But then Paul goes on to get to the real point of his defence that day.  
He wasn’t just defending himself before Felix - he was there to defend his faith.  
So in v.14 he says: 
 
 “But this I confess to you, that according to the Way,  

which they call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers…’ 
  
(i.e. Paul was saying that he worshipped the same God as the Jews had 
always worshipped and who he had been brought up to worship, but with 
one difference – ‘as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect.’ 

  



Jesus had come as the Messiah and said,  
“I am the Way, the Truth and the Life,  

 no-one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)  
 
So as Christians we worship the same God as the Jews, but the difference is that 
as Christians we come to him the right Way, indeed by the only Way, which is 
through Jesus Christ. 
 
Paul said in v.14, “Believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the 
Prophets.” In other words he believed the Old Testament part of the Bible, which 
were the Hebrew Scriptures, to be the inspired Word of God, just as the Jews did. 
Not only do we worship the same God, but we read the same Bible. 
 
And what’s more – something else they had in common (v.15), 
 

“Having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept,  
that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. So I 
always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man.” 

 
Both Jews and Christians believe in a general resurrection. Both the just and the 
unjust will one day be raised from the dead, to stand before God for judgement. 
Therefore as Paul says, each one us should try at all times to keep a clear 
conscience before God and men.  
 
- These are not the words of a trouble-maker, or a rioter.  
- These are not the words of someone who is anti-Jewish, or anti-Semitic.  
- These are the words of a man who had a great respect for the religion he was 
brought up in, for all that it had taught him about God, and about the Scriptures 
and about the life to come. But he didn’t regard his faith in Jesus Christ as in any 
way negating all of that or denying it – in fact he saw his faith in Jesus Christ as 
fulfilling all that he had learned in Judaism.  
 
So Paul goes on to explain what he was doing in Jerusalem at the time of his 
arrest (vs.17-21): 
 

“Now after several years, (while he was on his missionary travels),  
I came to bring alms to my nation and to present offerings…’  
  

That was the reason why he had come to Jerusalem. He had a desire to bring a 
gift from the churches he had established in Gentile areas of the empire to give to 
the Jewish believers back in Jerusalem who had been passing through such 
difficult times. This was not the desire of a man who had turned against his people.  
This was the desire of someone who still cared a lot for his own people, the people 
of his own nation – the Jews!  
(See Romans 9:1f and 10:1f). 

He goes on in v.18: 
 

“While I was doing this, they found me purified in the temple,  
without any crowd or tumult.  
But some Jews from Asia – they ought to be here before you and to make 
an accusation, should they have anything against me.  
(Where were they – had they scarpered after causing the trouble?)  
Or else let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they found when I 
stood before the Council – (and again he comes back to the real issue – to 
testify of the resurrection) (v.21)  

 Other than this one thing that I cried while standing among them:  
“It is with respect to the resurrection of the dead  

that I am on trial before you this day.” 
 
It’s interesting that yet again that is the point at which the proceedings are halted. 
Not this time by a riot as in the Sanhedrin, but by Felix himself adjourning the 
proceedings saying that when Lysias the Roman Commander got there he would 
decide the case. 
 
That brings us to…. 
 
3. The Decision (vs.22-27) 
 
In vs.22-27 we see what Felix does with what he has just heard… 
Sadly it wasn’t much! 
In fact there is really no decision at all.  
Felix just puts things off - he procrastinates! 
 
In v.22 we’re told that Felix had “a rather accurate knowledge of the Way.”  
So he knew all about this new Christian faith in Jesus as the only way to God.  
 
That’s probably because his wife Drusilla was a Jewess (v.24) otherwise as a 
Roman he would have had little or no interest in such subjects.  
- But in fact it was Drusilla’s great-grandfather King Herod, who had tried to kill 
Jesus at birth – all the boys around Bethlehem under 2 yrs old (Matthew ch.2).  
- It was her great-uncle who beheaded John the Baptist and mocked Jesus  
(Luke 23:6-12).  
- And in Acts 12:1-2, her own father had killed the Apostle James and tried to do 
the same to Peter.  
 
So her family would have been well acquainted with the whole story of Jesus and 
his followers. Felix would have learned a lot about Jesus from Drusilla.  
Because she was from a long line of wicked King Herods! 
 
At first Felix actually seems to be very sympathetic towards Paul…  



In v.23 he orders the centurion to keep Paul under guard but give him considerable 
freedom to roam about Herod’s palace and to allow Paul’s friends (the Christians) 
to visit him and take care of any needs he might have. 
 
A few days later in v.24 Felix and his wife Drusilla invite Paul to come and tell them 
all about his faith in Christ Jesus. So they are definitely interested.  
They are curious. They want to find out more about the Way of Salvation.  
 
What an amazing opportunity Paul had to witness at length, and to say whatever 
he wanted to these two high ranking people in the Roman Empire. 
And Paul didn’t miss and hit the wall, or soften his message to save his own skin. 
Look what he talked about (v.25): 

 
“He reasoned about righteousness, and self-control  

and the coming judgement.” 
 

By the way, did you hear any of those aspects of the Gospel in Bishop Michael 
Curry’s sermon at Harry & Megan’s wedding in Windsor a couple of weeks ago!? 

No – I didn’t think so! It’s not the way to become popular is it? 
It’s not what you’d talk about in order to become the most sought after guest on 
American TV Talk Shows! – No Bishop Michael’s sermon was well-watered-down! 
 
Paul’s wasn’t! He preached to them about the need for personal holiness and 
righteousness if we want to get right with God. Because He is holy and of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. He didn’t just talk about the power of love! 
 
He was preaching to them about the need for self-control – one of the fruit of the 
spirit. And the hardest thing we find to do when we try to turn over a new leaf and 
be better people in our own strength. So we need righteousness to be provided for 
us by Jesus, and we need the Holy Spirit to be given to us by Jesus, and to come 
and live inside us and produce in us the fruit of the Spirit – including self-control.  
 
And then he preached to them about the judgement to come. And for two people 
like Felix and Drusilla to listen to all of that, was just amazing. Felix was one of the 
most corrupt politicians of all time. Drusilla had divorced her last husband to marry 
Felix, who was her brother-in-law, and in fact he was her third husband!  
 
If anybody should tremble about the thought of judgement to come it was these 
two, and they did, or at least Felix did. Felix trembled. (v.25) “Felix was alarmed!” 
 
That’s what God wants us to do – ‘to humble ourselves and tremble at His Word!’ 
 
But look what else Felix said. He said in v.25 

“Go away for the present. (Or That’s enough for now!) 
When I get an opportunity I will summon you!” 

Sadly this was his opportunity – but he missed it! God was summoning him! 
 
Felix was trembling and afraid under the conviction of his own sin, and yet he calls 
halt to Paul’s witnessing to him. He tells him to go away. He puts it off.  
He says, some more convenient time I’ll listen to you again!  
- But that time never came! 
 
At the same time (v.26) he was hoping that Paul would offer him a bribe, so he 
sent for him often and talked with him.  
 
How depraved can you get? This man’s playing with fire. He’s playing with his 
opportunity to hear the Gospel and be saved, and all the while he’s looking for 
Paul to give him a bribe so that he would release him and let him go!  
 
Felix was playing with the destiny of his own soul. He kept putting it off.  
He loved his sin too much. Maybe that’s like you?  
Are you here this morning, and still not saved? 
 
Maybe you don’t want God to bother you right now, there’s other things on your 
mind, other things more important to you in your life, other things you want to do 
with your life. 
 
Maybe you’re saying ‘some other time’ - sometime when it’s more convenient, 
when I’ve lived a little, then I’ll think about it, but not now.  - Be very careful! 
 
As old L.E. Deens said, Felix Trembled, Only Felix Trembled (we don’t read that 
Drusilla was that concerned), but in the end Felix only trembled – he never did 
anything with what he had heard Paul preach about. He kept putting it off. Until… 
 
(v.27)  “When two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus  

(the next Roman Governor), and desiring to do the Jews a favour Felix   
left Paul in prison.” 

 
He kept putting it off, until it was politically more expedient for him to do the Jews a 
favour instead of Paul, so he left Paul where he was, he passed the buck.  
 
Now Paul wasn’t his problem anymore – Festus could deal with him, so Felix slinks 
off the stage of history.  
 
But there’s coming a day when Felix and all like him will be raised from the dead, 
and Felix and everyone else like him will stand before Jesus to be judged, and on 
that day he will have no excuse. He heard the message of the Gospel, he even 
trembled at the weight of his own sin, and yet he didn’t do anything about it!  
He never repented of his sin, he never sought forgiveness from the Lord. He died 
in his sin. Today he’s lost, and on judgement day he’ll be banished to Hell forever! 



Conclusion 
 
The story of Felix should make us all tremble:  
 

- For ourselves if we’re still not saved.  
- For those in our families who are still not saved.  
- For those in our community, that we are responsible to witness to, who are 

still not saved.  
- For all the men and women, young people and boys and girls in this land, 

and across the world, who haven’t even had the privilege that Felix had – 
who have never even heard the name of Jesus. 

 
What about you? 
 

- Are you trembling at the thought of the judgement to come? 
- Are you saying ‘Some more convenient time – I’ll think about it?’ 
- Be very careful… 

 
Maybe today’s the day, when God is speaking to your heart, and to yours 
alone, out of all the people in this room this morning – maybe it’s your time! 
 
Don’t put it off – Come to Jesus – and Come right now!  
 
Amen 


