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Daniel 1:1-8 

“This far and no further!” 
Introduction 

This morning we’re launching into a new series on the Book of Daniel. 
Apart from speaking on 2 or 3 passages from it at a youth weekend, many years 
ago, I have never preached right through it. Those 3 talks were something like: 
 

Ch.1 – Dare to be a Daniel! 
Ch.6 – Daniel was a man of Prayer 
Ch.9 – Daniel knew his Bible 

 
But there is so much more to this book that I want us to look at together… 
 
If you were at one of our home groups last Wednesday night, you will know that 
we are studying Daniel there also. We’re using a booklet from the Good Book 
Company called ‘Staying Strong in a Hostile World’ by David Helm, to help us. 
 
That’s why I’m turning to Daniel at the moment - so that we can look at it together 
as a church - because I believe we’re living ‘in a hostile world’ at the moment.  
 
How can we stay strong in our faith, how can we stay strong in our witness, 

against the backdrop of a world that is hostile to the Gospel? 
 
Earlier this year when Daniel McArthur and Asher’s bakery were going through 
their appeal at the UK Supreme Court, in Belfast, I said it was significant that he 
was called Daniel. As a young man, he and his family were standing firm on what 
they believed to be Biblical principles, and whether they were vindicated by the 
highest court in the land or not, they could not bend and they could not give in, 
because they knew that one day they would be answerable to a higher throne. So 
they refused to bake a cake with a slogan on it: ‘supporting gay marriage’ because 
they knew that would be contrary to what they believe and what the Bible teaches. 
i.e. They were drawing a line in the sand. And beyond that line they could not go. 
 

That’s exactly what we see Daniel doing in chapter one of this O.T. book. 
He is drawing a line in the sand. Beyond that line he was not prepared to go. 
 
1. Politics & Religion (vs.1-2) 
 
I think it’s important, before we go any further, to make sure we recognise that the 
story of Daniel really did happen in history. I know the idea of Daniel being spared 
from a gory death at the mouths of lions, or Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
being spared from burning to death in the fiery furnace sounds a bit far-fetched, 
but we believe it did actually happen! Why do we say that? Because of vs.1-2. 

We are told clearly when these things happened: 
 
1. In the 3

rd
 year of the reign of Jehoiakim, one of the last kings of Judah. 

 
2. In the year that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to besiege Jerusalem. 
 
3. Daniel stayed in Babylon until the first year of Cyrus, King of Persia (1:21, 6:28) 
and perhaps even beyond… (10:1). 
 
So from the histories of 3 major countries we can set the story of Daniel very 
definitely into its place in history. The third year of Jehoiakim king of Judah and the 
year that Nebuchadnezzar came to lay siege to Jerusalem was 605 B.C. 
 
The first year of Cyrus, King of Persia, was the year 539 B.C. and a few years 
later would bring us to 535 B.C. So that’s a total of 70 years from 605 to 535 B.C. 
 
So the stories we are going to look at between now and Christmas in Daniel 1-6, 
all took place in the 70-year period from 605 to 535 BC. Between 500 & 600 years 
before Christ was born. So that’s about 2500 years ago. 
 
You can see from these opening verses that there was a lot of political upheaval 
going on in the world at that time. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar had just come to power in Babylonia (modern day Iraq) and he 
had just defeated Pharoah Neco of Egypt at the Battle of Carchemish bringing the 
reign of Egypt (& Assyria) as super-powers in the Middle East to an end. 
As he was returning home, Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem, making its 
king Jehoiakim submit to him, and taking some of its best assets back to Babylon 
with him. This was the beginning of the Fall of Jerusalem, and the beginning of the 
Exile, when Judah would be taken away from their homeland and expected to 
endure 70 years of exile in a pagan land, 1000 miles away from Jerusalem. 
 
But as well as all the political stuff that was going on at that time, you can also see 
from these opening verses that it was all wrapped up in religion as well. Politics 
and Religion so often get mixed in together, and yet they have little in common. 
 
Not only did the pagan king Nebuchadnezzar lay siege to Jerusalem in the third 
year of Jehoiakim, but he also raided the Temple in Jerusalem, took lots of the 
items of gold, silver and bronze that would have been used for the sacrificial 
worship of the living and true God, Yahweh, in that Temple, but he transported 
these sacred items 1000 miles away and placed them in the house of his god! 
 
And he could have taken his pick – because there were no less than 10 temples, 
set up to worship the many gods of Babylon, inside those city walls! 



Now just before we leave these first two verses on the subject of politics & religion, 
I want you to notice a little phrase in v.2: 
 

‘And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, 
with some of the vessels of the house of God.’ 

 
N.B. This was God’s doing. This wasn’t just fate, or a pagan superpower getting 
the upper-hand over God’s people in Jerusalem. This was God’s doing. 
 
But why? Why would God allow this to happen? Why would he let his people, the 
10 Tribes of Israel be scattered by the Assyrians in 722 BC, and now allow the 
remaining 2 Tribes of Judah and Benjamin to be taken away into exile in 605 BC? 
 
The answer is, because he had always warned them right from Genesis 12:1-3, 
and the Book of Deuteronomy that we looked at a couple of years ago, that this 
would happen if they disobeyed his laws and went their own way, to worship false 
gods, idols and images. God was just being true to himself and true to his Word! 
 
2. Cultural Assimilation (vs.3-5) 
 
As we move into vs.3-5 we discover that not only has Nebuchadnezzar taken 
vessels of gold, silver and bronze from the Jerusalem Temple and placed them in 
the temples of his gods in Babylon, he has also taken some of the finest young 
men from Jerusalem to Babylon as well. 
 
These were young men (probably no more than 20 years old) who were taken 
from the royal family and from the nobility of Jerusalem, and brought to Babylon. 
 
Now ‘Good King Hezekiah’ (who along with ‘the boy-king Josiah’ were the only two 
good kings who reigned in Judah during the final years of its decline) had been 
warned of this in 2 Kings 20:12-19. (Read these verses). 
 
So Isaiah had prophesied that not only would the gold, silver and bronze vessels 
be carried off to Babylon, but so would some of the descendants of King Hezekiah 
himself – and they would become eunuchs in the court of the King of Babylon. 
 
Well, just over 100 years later, these prophecies came true! 
 
Here in Daniel 1:3-5 we have the young men of Judah, from the nobility and from 
royalty, being brought into the King’s Palace. They were the very best Judah had! 
 

(v.4) ‘Youths without blemish, of good appearance and skilful in all wisdom, 
endowed with knowledge, understanding learning,  

and competent to stand in the king’s palace.’ 

And why were they being brought to the Palace? 
 

‘…to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans.’ (v.4) 
 

King Nebuchadnezzar was following a policy not of domination, but of assimilation. 
He didn’t have time to go and rule over a little State, 1000 miles away, across a 
desert. He had enough to be getting on with looking after Babylon itself! 
 
But what he was going to do was take the very best young men from that little 
State, and he was going to indoctrinate them in the ways and wisdom of Babylon. 
They were going to be so grateful for this wonderful education that he was going 
to give them, that one day he would be able to put them in charge back in 
Jerusalem, or keep them in Babylon, and they could help him rule the whole 
Empire in peace and unity. That was his plan. 
 
They were going to be given the best education imaginable in the best universities 
of Babylon, and let’s see what will happen… 
 
Now as well as imbibing all the best language and literature of pagan Babylon, 
there was something else that these young men were going to have to take in – 
and that was a daily assignment of food from the king’s table, and a generous 
portion of the king’s wine as well. They were going to be very well looked after. 
 
Now, what was going on here? 
 
Well, it says in Proverbs 4:13  

‘Keep hold of instruction; do not let go; guard her, for she is your life.’ 
 

I remember my old R.E. teacher in Wallace, had that verse up on his wall in the 
Good News Translation. It went like this: 

‘Always remember what you have learned.  
Your education is your life. Guard it well.’ 

 
No surprise that a secondary school teacher believed that, and wanted us to 
remember that: Your education is your life! Remember what you have learned! 
 
To some extent we are all the product of the education system we went through. 
There are all kinds of schools. But schools don’t just fill our minds with facts.  
Our school years are our formative years as well. They are forming us as human 
beings. The child that goes in at First Form, bears little resemblance to the young 
man or woman who comes out the other end after Sixth Form (or Year 14!) 
And when those 18 year olds go off to University they change again, sometimes 
for the better, sometimes sadly for the worse, and at the end of another 3 or 4 
years they head out into life, ready to take on the world… 



Now I believe the schools in this area are second to none. 
 
The opportunities we have, to go into 6 or 7 primary schools at the moment, to 
present God’s Word, to explain the Gospel to boys and girls, totally uninhibited by 
the principals is unbelievable right now! Paul and I count it a privilege to be able to 
do so, and to be allowed to do so. It really is amazing. But that opportunity may 
not last forever. There are some people campaigning to shut God out of schools. 
 
We’ve also had the opportunity to go into Newtownhamilton High School, and the 
Royal School Armagh, among others, to present God’s Word in SU meetings and 
SU Services in recent years. Again that is such an opportunity! 
 
Aaron Riddle gets the opportunity to visit so many schools each year, North & 
South, with the Amazing Journey to Bible Times presentation, and he is given 
complete freedom to say what he wants to.  
 
Now against, that backdrop, and the fact that there are so many Christian teachers 
in this country, I cannot understand why some parents decide to send their 
children to ‘Christian schools’ or even to keep them at home, so they can ‘home-
school’ them, themselves! 
 
Here is Daniel and his friends, lifted out of Jerusalem, transported 1000 miles from 
home into a completely pagan culture, and here he is being thrust into a pagan 
university to learn all kinds of things that will be contrary to God’s Word, and 
contrary to the Gospel, and yet he does it, without so much as flinching. How? 
 
Because we have to live in the real world; our young people have to learn to live in 
the real world; there is no point trying to shelter them from it - because sooner or 
later, somewhere along the line, they are going to have to face reality. 
 
What we need to do is be there for our young people, as parents, as youth 
leaders, as pastors and elders, to try to come alongside them, to keep the lines of 
communication open, so that we can talk openly about what they are being taught 
in school, so that together we discern what is true, and what is false; what is in 
accord with Scripture and what is contrary to Scripture. And that's what we should 
be concerned about in this church, and as parents, now and in the coming days.  
 

Yes ‘Your education is your life’ - It’s very important. 
But here’s another slogan: ‘You are what you eat!’ 

 
As well as feeding the minds of these young men, the Babylonians were also 
going to feed their stomachs. And you know what they say:  

“You shouldn’t bite the hand that feeds you.’ 
Daniel and his friends were going to accept the education; but not the king’s food! 

But before we look at that there’s something else they had to put up with in vs.6-7: 
 
A name change! – Sure what’s in a name, I hear you say? - Quite a lot! 
 
Four of the young men who had been brought out of the royalty and nobility of 
Judah are mentioned in vs.6-7. These four young men will feature throughout the 
first half of this book (ch.1-6). We’re going to see how they fare out in Babylon… 
 
Just look at their names: 
 
Dani-el 
  
Hanan-iah 
 
Misha-el 
 
Azar-iah 
 
 
Daniel means – God is my Judge. 
Hananiah means – Yahweh is Gracious. 
Mishael means – Who is what God is? – or ‘Who is like God?’ 
Azariah means – Yahweh is my helper. 
 
There is a message in each of their names that will help them stand up and be 
counted for God, no matter where they find themselves, no matter what happens 
to them in life. God is my judge – we all have to answer to Him. Yahweh, The Lord 
is gracious. There is no-one like our God – Who is like God? And Yahweh, The 
Lord is my helper. Those names were so important to these young men, as they 
faced their first days in a strange land, with a strange language, going to a strange 
university, and having to eat strange food. That’s why names are important. 
 
Worse still, is what we see when we take a look at what they were going to be 
called, now that they were in Babylon! 
 
Daniel was going to be given a new name ‘Belteshazzar’ – ‘Bel’ was one of the 
gods that the Babylonians worshipped. And this name that Daniel was going to be 
given was calling on the wife of Bel to protect the king! ‘O lady protect the king!’  
 
Shadrach and Meshach, both have to do with the Babylonian god ‘Aku’ – the 
moon god. So Hananiah was going to be called Shadrach: ‘Command of Aku’, and 
Mishael was going to be Meshach: ‘Who is like Aku?’ instead of ‘Who is like God?’ 
And Azariah was going to be Abednego which comes from ‘Nebo’ another 
Babylonian god. Abednego means ‘Servant of Nebo!’ 

Can you see that 2 of their names end in EL? – that’s God in Hebrew. 

 

Can you see that 2 of their names end in IAH? – that’s short for Yahweh 

– the unutterable, holy name of God in Hebrew. The name that God 

revealed to Moses – Yahweh Yihyeh – ‘I am who I am.’ 

 

Each of these 4 young men had God’s name in their name!  

That’s what’s in a name. 



So do you see that these name changes were intended to get Daniel and his 3 
friends to forget all about the Lord their God, and to get them to think instead in 
terms of the gods of the Babylonians like Bel, Aku and Nebo? 
 
You might think all that Daniel and his friends were facing was kind of trivial, but 
they weren’t. Your education is your life; You are what you eat; What’s in a name? 
 
They had a lot to come to terms with, hadn’t they? 
 
Young people, I want you to understand this morning that the names your mum 
and dad gave you are important: Your mothers carried you for nine months. 
During those 9 months, your mum and dad made lots of preparations.  
One thing they did during that time was to think and talk and pray about what they 
were going to call you, and eventually they came to an agreement. 
 
We chose, Peter Samuel, Jenny Margaret Ruth, & Michael Ross Grant. 
 
And there were reasons behind every one of those names that we chose, that I’ll 
not go into this morning. But they were meaningful to us, and I hope to them. 
 
What’s in a name? - An awful lot. So with all this talk these days about changing 
your name, because you want to change your gender or identity, and all the rest of 
it. Don't go there! Your mum and dad put a lot of thought into your name.  
They called you what they did for a reason. Don’t change your name at a whim. 
Don’t be sucked in to the identity narrative that’s going on out there in these days.  
That you can be whoever you want to be! Stand firm for who you are! 
For who God has made you. For the name your parents gave you. 
 
3. This far and no further (v.8) 
 
Now we’re going to finish at v.8 this morning, and we’ll pick this passage up again 
next Sunday morning. But before I finish this morning, I want to put a question to 
you. It’s the question that Daniel had to face very soon after arriving in Babylon. 
 
It’s this: Where will you draw your line?  
At what point will you say, enough is enough. This far, and no further. 
Because let me tell you, somewhere along the line you’re going to have to. 
 
If you were Daniel, and you had just been lifted out of your home comforts, and 
transported hundreds of miles away to a pagan nation, where would you have 
drawn the line? 
 
Maybe you would have drawn the line at the education you were being offered. 
Maybe you would have drawn the line at the food you were being offered. 

Maybe you would draw the line at being called after a pagan god, instead of the 
God you know and love and serve as a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ? 
 
Where would you have drawn your line in the sand, and said, ‘This far, but no 
further!’ 
 
Daniel McArthur and his family had to draw the line at baking and icing a cake 
which they were being asked to make with the slogan ‘Support Gay Marriage’ on. 
I believe they were right to do so. They had no idea that over 2 years later that 
simple decision would still be making headlines around the world. But it is. 
 
That’s the world we live in today. It has changed beyond all recognition in a very 
short space of time. You might never have to bake or ice a cake with a slogan on it 
you disagree with, but somewhere along the line you’re going to face a similar 
dilemma. What will you do, when that day comes? Will you stand firm for what you 
believe to be the truth, or will you cave in, and go along with some falsehood? 
 
This far and no further! Where will you draw your line? 
 
Conclusion 
 
I discovered over the summer as I read the Book of Daniel that in the middle of 
each chapter there is a dilemma that Daniel or his friends have to face. 
 
That’s why I’m going to take 2 Sunday mornings over each chapter. 
I want you to mull over the dilemma that they faced 2500 years ago. 
I want you to bring it up to date in your own life and think of a similar dilemma that 
you have to face as a believer in our world today. Before we come back on the 
second week, to see how it all worked out for Daniel, and how it might work out for 
you.  
 
So: This far and no further! Where will you draw your line in the sand? 


