
Armagh Baptist Church – Sunday 26
th

 August 2018 
Titus 2:1-15 

“A Word to the Membership” 
Introduction 
Over the last 2 Sunday mornings we have been looking at Paul’s letter to Titus:  
We looked at ch.1 over two weeks – vs.1-4 by way of Introduction. 
And then last week we looked at vs.5-16 - A Word about Leadership.  
I made the statement that:  
 

“Because of the Characteristics of our Countrymen 
we need to Lift the Level of Leadership in our Churches.” 

 
Those who occupy positions of leadership in churches today should not be like the 
people in the world outside, in fact they should be the exact opposite! 
 
I said that today is not a day for lowering the standards of leadership in our 
churches, in fact in the light of all that has gone on recently that has hit the 
headlines in the media in many other churches, this is a day when we need to 
raise the standard of leadership in our churches, by up-holding what is taught in 
Titus 1 & 1Timothy 3 about elders and deacons – the two offices in the local 
church. 
 
Now, this morning, as we come into chapter 2, we move from thinking about the 
Leadership to focussing more on the Membership of our churches. 
 
There are a couple of key verses in this chapter: One of them we had in our church 
constitution in Cavan and we read it out every time a new member joined: 
We are called (v.10)  ‘To adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.’  
or as it is in the NIV:  ‘So that in every way [we] will make the teaching  
   about God our Saviour attractive.’  
 
What does it mean to make the teaching about God our Saviour attractive? 
 
Well the teaching about God our Saviour is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That’s the 
message that we are called to make attractive to those who are lost all around us. 
The idea behind that phrase ‘to make attractive’ – is the idea of setting it off as in 
an ornate picture frame. So the picture frame to set off the Gospel and to make it 
look appealing and attractive to those around us, is your everyday life and mine! 
 
Another key verse is found in (2:14):  
 

“Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us 
to redeem us from all lawlessness and 

to purify for himself a people for his own possession, 
who are zealous for good works.” 

That is the Gospel in a nutshell – ‘Jesus Christ gave himself for us’ – that’s what 
He did on the cross to purchase our salvation. But why did he do it? ‘To redeem us 
from all lawlessness’ – yes to take away our sin. But more than that (read on):  
 

‘To purify for himself a people for his own possession…’ 
Who are ‘zealous for good works!’ 

 
So I’m going to make another very similar Statement this morning:  
 

“Because of the Characteristics of our Countrymen, 
we need to Lift the Level of Behaviour in the Membership of our Churches.” 

 
I say this because this is the reason why God has redeemed us according to v.14. 
 
And we need to contrast 2:14 with 1:15-16. The Cretans just like the people 
around us in our community today were far from pure – they were corrupted by all 
kinds of sinful practices. But as the church (ekklesia – called out ones) God has 
called us out of the general population to redeem us from all kinds of wickedness 
and to purify us for himself to be a people that are his very own, eager to do what 
is good! 
 
It is in that light that Paul starts chapter 2 by telling Titus that in contrast to the 
false teachers of ch.1 who were ‘ruining whole households by teaching things they 
ought not to teach’ (1:11) Titus on the contrary must ‘teach what accords with 
sound doctrine’ (2:1) – i.e. in accord with the true Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
And then he goes on to apply what this would mean for various groups of people 
within the membership of the church so that they can see what this looks like in 
practice in their everyday lives. As I said this is the whole emphasis of Paul’s letter 
to Titus: We must work the Gospel out in practice in our everyday lives – If we 
have believed the Truth of the Gospel then it must lead to godliness in our daily 
lives. So what does this mean for each one of us this morning?  
 
1. The Older Men (vs.1-2) 
 
It’s always hard for a younger man to address an older man correctly, in such a 
way that the older man doesn’t go away thinking,  
       “What would that young whippersnapper know? - Who does he think he is?” 
But here Paul was telling Titus, the young pastor to do just that. Titus was probably 
around 40 years old, but the term used of these older men ‘presbuteros’ probably 
refers to a man in his 50s, if not his 60s. So last time I preached on Titus, twelve 
years ago, I was in the younger man category; now I’m in the older man category!  
 
Paul actually told Timothy how to address various age-groups within his 
congregation in 1Timothy 5:1-2. 



“Do not rebuke an older man, but encourage him as you would a father,  
younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, 

younger women as sisters, in all purity.” 
 
So older men need to be exhorted as if I was talking to my father? 
N.B. This is what I am called upon to teach because it is in accord with the sound 
doctrine of the Gospel:  

“Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, 
self-controlled, sound in faith, in love and in steadfastness.” 

 
Some of these things have been mentioned already in the qualities to look for in 
the Elders in Titus 1:6-9, because by and large this was the group of men that 
such Elders would most likely be chosen from. 
 
- So older men are called to be sober-minded (ESV), not quick-tempered (1:7).  
I suppose the idea would be serious, even-keeled, balanced. But it also has the 
idea of temperate as regards your use of alcohol i.e. not given to any kind of 
excess. 
 
Older men here will remember The Temperance Movement where young men 
were encouraged to take a pledge to be tee-total. Whether that's what Scripture 
teaches or not (and there are differences of opinion on that one) that was a pledge 
that the Temperance movement got people to make, and there was nothing wrong 
with that. And when you see how alcohol is so badly abused these days it would 
do no harm to bring it back. Commit yourself to be tee-total.  
Nobody needs alcohol at all!  
 
In fact some research published in The Lancet this week, suggests that even one 
glass of wine a day seriously increases your risk of cancer and other diseases, 
even if, as some studies have shown, it might help prevent heart disease. 
 
- If we’re sober minded, that in itself will make us worthy of respect or dignified 
(ESV). We’re told to respect our elders, but respect has to be earned, no matter 
what age we are. 
  
- Self-controlled. This is something Paul tells Titus to look for in Christians of all 
ages and both sexes. Older men are to be self-controlled (v.2), so are younger 
women (v.5) and the only thing he tells the young men to concentrate on is to be 
self-controlled (v.6). Even the elders in 1:8 were told to be ‘self-controlled.’ 
 

Of course, this is one of the fruit, that the Holy Spirit wants to produce in the life of 
every Christian (Galatians 5:23) so all of us need to bear that in mind. Self-control 
as opposed to a life that is out of control is the greatest advert for the power of the 
Gospel. Contrast a life of self-control with the prevailing attitude of our age –  
‘If it feels right, do it!’ – there’s no self-control there at all! 

- Then finally the older men are called upon to be sound in faith, in love and in 
endurance (or steadfastness - ESV).  
The word ‘sound’ is often used in Titus – it means fit or healthy.  
Older men eventually begin to decline in terms of physical fitness and in terms of 
their general health, but three things that they should remain healthy in is their 
faith in God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ that has saved them, their love for the 
Lord and his people, and their endurance. Endurance is one thing that is needed 
particularly if you trusted in Christ as your Saviour as a young man, or even as a 
child. It is possible you could be on the Christian pathway for 50, 60, even 70 
years. It’s already well over 40 years since I trusted in Christ  – it takes a lot of 
endurance / perseverance to keep on going with the Lord all that time. 
 
Endurance in the Christian life is inspired by hope in the return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which is something that Paul comes to at the end of Titus 2: in vs.11-14. 
 
2. The Older Women and The Younger Women (vs.3-5) 
 
I’m going to take the women (young and old) together because one runs into the 
other in vs.3-5. Remember Paul told Timothy to treat the older women as if they 
were his mother. So here goes… 
  
- Titus was to teach the older women to be reverent in [their] behaviour. In other 
words they were to live holy lives. The word for ‘reverent’ when it was used outside 
of the NT usually referred to a priestess. So, no less than an older man, an older 
woman is called to lead a holy, reverent life. She is not specifically told to be ‘self-
controlled’ but it would be included in the idea of living a reverent life. 
 
- They are not to be slanderers, a word that is used of the devil himself (diabolos) 
or slaves to much wine. This seems to have been a particular problem on the 
island of Crete. It seems to be part of the problem that the false teachers of 
ch.1:10-16 were encouraging. They seemed to encourage particularly the women 
to leave their own homes and to be out and about going from house to house 
gossiping and getting involved in all kinds of slander, and as you can imagine on a 
Greek island like Crete, drink was involved. So Paul tells Titus to get the older 
women to stop behaving like this, but instead ‘they are to teach what is good.’ 
They didn’t have to spend their days in such slanderous activities. There was a 
constructive role that they could fulfil within the Christian community. 
  
- As v.4 says they could ‘teach and train the younger women.’  
 

You know, sometimes women bemoan the fact that they don’t have a teaching role 
in the life of a local church - that only men can be elders, pastors or teachers. Paul 
did not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man (1Tim.2:12) 
and that is true, but here he does allow women to have a very important teaching 
role in the life of a local church – The older women, with their years of experience, 



were supposed to be teaching the younger women, those much younger than 
themselves, possibly even the newly married women, to do what? 
 
- ‘To love their husbands and children’ – does that need to be taught, you ask? 
Yes it does. With more and more families facing crises; and marriages breaking up 
in the divorce courts; and children being neglected and even abused; of course it 
does! Now, don’t get me wrong, that is not to say it is always the woman’s fault, 
very often it’s the man’s, but nevertheless here in God’s Word a pattern is laid 
down that older Christian women, with a right attitude, should be teaching younger 
women, to take care of their husbands and their children. Obviously in our context 
this should be mother to daughter first, if both are Christians, but within the context 
of the ladies meetings in our churches there is opportunity for this kind of thing to 
be developed more widely. (You can teach by good example, as well as by words!) 
 
- Again the younger women are to be ‘self-controlled, pure, working at home, 
kind and submissive to their own husbands’ (v.5). To be busy at home does 
not mean that she can’t have a job outside the home, but it does mean that the 
home should be her first priority. The noble woman of Proverbs ch.31 was 
commended for the business and work that she did so well outside the home, but 
she was also commended for how well she looked after her home as well. It’s not 
either/or, it’s both/and if a woman chooses to, or has to, work outside the home. 
 
- And they are to be submissive to their own husbands (v.5) – why?  
Well the reason is given: ‘so that no-one will malign the word of God’ (NIV) or ‘that 
the word of God may not be reviled’ (ESV).  If our homes are falling apart, then the 
world has every right to criticise us, and to malign what we stand for.  
But if as we put God’s Word into practice in our homes, as husbands and wives, 
and our homes are better off as a result than non-Christian homes around us, then 
it’s time they honestly sat up and took notice of that fact, and acknowledged that 
God’s way is best! But if Christian marriages are breaking up at the same rate as 
other marriages all around us, then where is the evidence of the benefit the Gospel 
is supposed to bring? 
 
3. The Young Men and Titus himself (as a young pastor) (vs.6-8) 
 
As I already said, there is only one thing that young men are told to do and that is 
be ‘self-controlled.’ But if you know young men, then you’ll know that’s probably 
enough for them to be getting on with, sometimes!  
 
Before Martin Clunes became famous as ‘Doc Martin’ in an idyllic Cornish fishing 
village on TV, he used to be in a programme on TV called ‘Men Behaving Badly’ – 
The main characters just happened to be 2 young men who were lazy good for 
nothing lay-abouts (The other one was played by Neil Morrisey).  
They had no self-control whatsoever. They got up to all-sorts.  

And sadly, in our world, at least for a while, that’s held up as an image of what it’s 
alright for young men to be like – before they settle down and take on the 
responsibilities of the world on their shoulders. 
  
Well that’s not what the New Testament teaches – young men are to be self-
controlled in terms of their tempers, in terms of their behaviour, in terms of their 
sexuality, in terms of their use of time. If they are Christians then they are to be 
different from other young men of their own age who may well be described just 
like the Cretans were as – “Always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons!” (1:12). 
 
Paul actually includes Titus under this category as a young man (around 40).  
Paul expects Titus as pastor of the church on Crete, to be an example to these 
young men: ‘In everything set them an example by doing what is good.’ (v.7). 

‘Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works.’ (ESV) 
 
But we can go further: - In his teaching, Titus wasn’t supposed to be cool, hip and 
trendy, just for the sake of appealing to these young men. Instead he was told to 
make sure that his “teaching showed integrity, dignity, and sound speech that 
cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing 
evil to say about us.”(v.8) – That is so important today! 
 
4. Slaves or Employees (vs.9-10) 
 
I suppose it seems strange to us that Paul then goes on to talk about slaves after 
talking about older men, older women, younger women and young men, but the 
reason why he does so is that he is concerned that all of us, no matter who we are 
(or what are standing in life is) if we are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, then in 
our everyday lives we must try ‘in everything’ (v.10) ‘to adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour.’ – We must try to make the Gospel look attractive by how we 
live. 
 
Now for slaves at that time in the Roman Empire, (when 50% of the total workforce 
were slaves) to rise up and rebel against their masters and cause a riot would not 
have been the best way to make the teaching about God their Saviour look 
attractive! No, a better way to go about it was to try to be the best workers their 
masters ever had, so that even they would see the practical benefits of being a 
Christian!  
 
So Paul told Christian slaves to willingly be subject to their masters in everything, 
to try to please them and not to talk back to them. So by their attitude they were to 
be different from those around them. More than that, they weren’t to steal from 
them, but they were to show that they could be fully trusted – so that in every way 
they would make the teaching about God our Saviour attractive.  
Like a picture frame they’d ‘set the Gospel off’ as something worth looking into. 
 



5. A Summary for all of us “All men” (vs.11-15) 
 
I began this sermon with a statement very similar to the one I made last week: 
 
 “Because of the Characteristics of our Countrymen we need to  
 Lift the Level of Behaviour in the membership of our churches.” 
 
I have the right to make that link with national character traits again because there 
is a linking word at the beginning of ch.2:1…  
 

“But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine…” 
 
In other words because of the false teachers, and the terrible behaviour they were 
encouraging among the Cretans in general, Titus was to teach the importance of 
good behaviour for everyone, no matter who they were, in membership of the 
churches on Crete. But what was this sound doctrine that he was referring to? 
 
Well we come to it now at the end of ch.2: in vs.11-14. – Sound Doctrine: 
(This will lead us nicely into our time around the Lord’s Table this morning…) 
 
Here he talks about two ‘appearings’ of the Lord Jesus Christ (v.11 & v.13) (the 
word is ‘epiphany’). – These two ‘appearances’ are separated by ‘the present age’ 
(v.12). It’s because we believe that we live in the overlap of the ages, in the time in 
between Christ’s first appearing to deal with our sin at Calvary, and his second 
appearing when He will come to glorify and perfect us, that we should have the 
incentive to live holy lives here and now in the time in between. 
 
- So think back to the Grace of God (v.11) – The epiphany of Grace – that has 
brought salvation to all men. When Jesus appeared the first time as a human 
being, a baby who grew up to be a perfect man, and who died a sacrificial death 
on the cross for our sins. It was because of the Grace of God that he did that.  
 

Having believed in Him, we now live under the Grace of God. But we need to 
remember that the Grace of God is not a licence for us to go on living a life of sin, 
but it should instead be an incentive for us to live holy lives, lives that are pleasing 
to God. 
 
- So we must learn to say “No!” to certain things (v.12) – In this present age – 
The Grace of God that we have received should teach us to say no to 
ungodliness and to worldly passions, and so instead it should enable us  
to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age. 
 
- As we wait for the glory of God to be revealed (v.13) – The epiphany of 
Glory “Waiting for our blessed hope – the appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” That’s who we’re waiting for. That’s what we’re waiting 

for – Jesus Christ to be revealed - not as a baby, not as a crucified Saviour, but as 
the God of Glory! He will return in all his glory to reign as King of kings and Lord of 
lords. That’s all that should matter to us. All we should worry about is living in such 
a way as to not be ashamed, but to be well-pleasing to him, whenever He appears. 
 
- Why? Because He is the One ‘who gave himself for us to redeem us’ (v.14). 
To redeem us from what? ‘From all lawlessness.’ 
 
And why did He do that? - In order “to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works.” – enthusiastic about doing good! 
 
Conclusion 
 
And so the chapter finishes the same way it started, by saying to Titus yet again:  
 

“Declare these things: Exhort and rebuke with all authority 
- Let no-one disregard you!” (v.15). 

 
Perhaps ‘good behaviour’ is not a popular message in the day in which we live. 
 
But as we’re told in the first and last verses of this chapter, this is what people like 
me, pastors and teachers, are supposed to teach.  
 
I fear that sometimes what our churches are looking for is not teaching like this, but 
teaching that will tickle their ears, teaching that is cool and trendy, and that doesn’t 
rock the boat too much.  
 
Well if we settle for that in this generation, what kind of churches will we have in 
the next generation?  
 
May God help each one of us, young or old, male or female, to hear God’s Word to 
our hearts this morning, and then not to be hearers only, but doers also of his 
Word.  
 
May He help us by His Holy Spirit to put this into practice! Amen. 
 

 


