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Daniel 7:15-28 

“Daniel wants to know more about the Fourth Beast” 
Introduction 
We’re picking up our studies in Daniel this morning, after the Christmas break, 
halfway through chapter 7. As we saw last time, it’s a key chapter in the book. 
It’s still written in Aramaic, as opposed to Hebrew, but it’s now Daniel himself who 
is having the dreams! And he needs someone to interpret these visions for him. 
 
1. Daniel has been told about 4 Beasts representing 4 Kingdoms (vs.15-18) 
 
Verse 17 is the key verse to help us understand the dream that Daniel has had. 
He has watched in his dream as Four Beasts come up, one after the other, out of 
the sea. The sea is in turmoil (v.2) – a picture of the turmoil and chaos we see all 
around us in our world today. Interestingly, when we get to the new heaven and 
the new earth in Revelation 21:1, we are specifically told there is ‘no more sea’! All 
the turmoil and chaos of this world will be over. It’ll be peaceful in God’s presence! 
 
But out of this turmoil and chaos in Daniel’s dream, one Beast after another comes 
up out of the sea. Here in v.17 we’re told that ‘These four great beasts are four 
kings who shall arise out of the earth.’ (Or four great Empires). We identified them 
last time as Babylon, and the Medo-Persian Empires that Daniel lived through, 
and then came the Greek Empire and the Roman Empire after Daniel had died. 
And so that line of Empires brought us from 530 BC down to the time of Christ.  
 
The Roman Empire was in charge when Jesus was born as a baby in Bethlehem. 
That’s why Mary & Joseph were in Bethlehem – because the Roman Governor of 
Syria, Quirinius, had ordered that all the world should be taxed, and everyone had 
to go to his home town to be registered (Lk.2:1-5). For Joseph it was Bethlehem. 
So that’s why Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God, was born in Bethlehem.  
 
And then it was another Roman Governor, about 33 years later, who ordered that 
Jesus, our Messiah, the Son of God and Son of Man should be nailed to a cross of 
wood and left to endure a long slow painful death, by the worst means possible - 
Crucifixion - a means of death that only the Roman Empire could have dreamt up! 
 
And although everything seemed to be over at that point, although it looked as if 
the devil and all the powers of darkness had won, nothing could have been further 
from the truth. Because three days later, Jesus defeated death, he defeated 
Satan, he defeated sin, and he defeated hell itself, by rising again from the dead! 
 
Everything was turned on its head that day. Satan was defeated; Jesus was 
victorious! And for the next 40 days and 40 nights Jesus kept appearing to people, 
to prove that he was alive from the dead. And at the end of that period, in Matthew 

ch.28 and in Acts ch.1, Jesus met with his disciples, and as they were looking on, 
Jesus was lifted up from the earth, and a cloud hid him from their sight, and he 
ascended into heaven. And that’s where he is now.  
 
The last words he said before he left were: 

 
‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ (Matt 28:18-20) 

 
So He’s away, and yet He’s with us! How can that be? Well Act ch.1 tells us: (v.6) 
 

‘So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you  
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” – a fair enough question. 

 
Jesus had just said that all authority had been given to him – He was King of 
kings and Lord of lords now. He had the power to do anything. But the problem 
was, the disciples’ question showed that their thoughts were too small. They 
weren’t thinking big enough. All they were concerned about was getting their 
political kingdom of Israel back out of the clutches of the Roman Empire, who 
were dominating their lives at that time. The ‘kingdom’ they were thinking about 
wasn’t big enough. All they were looking for was ‘Home Rule’ not ‘Rome Rule’! 
 
So listen to what Jesus said then: (Acts 1:7-11) 
 

“It is not for you to know times and seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority.” (So don’t try to figure out the exact time when God is going to do this). 
“But you will receive power (authority) when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.” 

 
Do you see how Jesus was trying to widen their horizons, to get them to think 
bigger in terms of ‘the kingdom’? It wasn’t just going to be a kingdom for Israel he 
was going to reign over one day, it wasn’t going to be just over Jerusalem that he 
would reign, but over all Judea, over all Samaria (next door) and over all the earth!  
 
It was then that he was lifted up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him out of 
their sight. But remember I said… 
 
The disciples saw this side of the cloud; Daniel saw the other side of the cloud. 

 
In Daniel 7:13-14, which we looked at last time, Daniel was allowed to see into 
heaven, ahead of time, to see ‘The Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven…’ 



He wasn’t coming to the earth, but into the presence ‘of the Ancient of Days’ - 
God himself. Listen to Daniel 7:13… 
 

‘I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven  
there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days 

and was presented before him.’ 
 

i.e. The Risen, Ascended, Lord Jesus Christ, presented his wounds, the evidence 
of His shed blood, paid as the ransom price for our sins, He presented Himself 
before the Father, and God the Father was satisfied with what His Son had done 
for you and for me at the cross! - And then what happened? (v.14) 
 

‘And to him was given dominion and glory and a Kingdom  
that ALL peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him!  

His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away,  
and His Kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.’ (Daniel 7:14) 

 
But come back to Acts 1:9-11 again, because we’re not finished with it yet: 
 

‘And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as 
he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, 

why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven!” 

 
So putting all that together, Jesus has gained the victory over the devil and all the 
powers of darkness at the cross 2000 years ago. He was crucified at the hands of 
one of these great beasts – the Beast of Rome – but He has survived it, He has 
come through it, He has come out through the other side, as a Glorified, Risen, 
Exalted Saviour, who is at the Father’s right hand, and who has already begun to 
reign as King of kings and Lord of lords, because of his death and resurrection! 
 
His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; it will not pass away! (Daniel 7:14) 
His kingdom is not just Israel; it’s made up of people of every language & nation! 
He is not with us at the moment, in person, He is still in heaven, but He is reigning! 
He is seated in the throne room of heaven; He is in control of all that is happening 
in this chaotic world; and one day He’s coming back, at a moment that only God 
the Father knows (- so don’t be trying to figure it out). He’s coming back, and when 
He does, He will come back to reign, and His kingdom will never pass away! 
 

******** 
Now if you were Daniel, living 500 years before the Romans came to power, and 
500 years before Jesus came to earth, and you were given insight into all of that, 
for the very first time, I think your head would be reeling too, wouldn’t it!? 

Look at v.15 of Daniel 7… 
 
‘As for me, Daniel, - my spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head 
alarmed me. I approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth 
concerning all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of the 
things. These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth…’ 

But listen to this… 
‘But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom  
and possess the kingdom forever - forever and ever.’ (v.18) 

 
Did you get that? This Kingdom that Christ has won at the cross, through His 
victory over sin, death and hell, is going to be given to the saints of the Most High 
– that’s people who are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, just like you and me. 
 
We’re going to receive the kingdom, and we’re going to possess the kingdom – 
it’s going to be ours! – For how long? ‘Forever’! And just in case you didn’t get it, 
he says it again, ‘Forever and ever!’ – In other words, it’s never going to come to 
an end, it’s never going to change hands ever again, it’s never going to be 
overthrown by another beast arising out of the sea, it’s ours and it’s ours forever! 
 

Get this today! Our future is secure, if we’re in Christ! 
Don’t we need to hear that as we enter 2019? 

With all the chaos and uncertainty that’s going on all around us! 
Our future is secure in this life and the next. 

We’re going to be given a kingdom, we’re going to possess the kingdom, and it’s 
going to be ours forever, and forevermore! It’s never going to come to an end! 

 
********* 

But Daniel wants to know more about the Fourth Beast, and I know some of you 
do too! I left you wondering about the Fourth Beast before Christmas. I had more 
prepared at the time, but I said I would leave it until after Christmas to tell you 
about it. And this is where I want you to try to come with me this morning. 
So fasten your seat-belts…  
 
2. Daniel wanted to know more about the Fourth Beast (vs.19-22) 
 

(v.19-20) “Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was 
different from all the rest, exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of 
bronze, and which devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with 
its feet, and about the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn that 
came up and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a mouth 

that spoke great things, and that seemed greater than its companions.’ 
 
I got you to think back to the first dream that Nebuchadnezzar had back in ch.2. 



In his dream was a statue. It had a head of gold: that represents Nebuchadnezzar. 
It had a chest of silver: that was the Medes and Persians. It had legs of bronze – 
they were the Greeks. And it had feet of iron and clay – they were the Romans.  
 
Well, here in ch.7 we have a hideous fourth beast with iron teeth, which devoured 
and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet – so this beast 
represents the Roman Empire also. The most terrifying and ruthless of them all! 
 
Julius Caesar came to power in 60 BC, but the Roman Empire didn’t actually start 
until his successor came to power in 27 BC. He was called Augustus Caesar, 
who actually proclaimed himself to be ‘a Son of God.’ The Roman Empire held 
sway when Jesus was born as a baby in Bethlehem’s manger. It still held sway 
when one of its governors, Pontius Pilate, ordered that Jesus be put to death by 
crucifixion 33 years later. In the years that followed, many of the Roman Emperors 
wanted to be worshipped as if they were God, and that caused all kinds of 
problems for the early Christians – many of them were (lit.) fed to beasts in Rome! 
 
In fact 1 Peter 5:8, written to Christians towards the end of the First Century, says: 
 

‘Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in your faith!’ 

 
- Peter knew the Roman Empire was like ‘a beast’ as far as they were concerned. 
 
Now, normally we think of the Roman Empire being in power around the time of 
Christ. But did you know that the Roman Empire continued to be in power, in one 
form or another, right up until 1453 AD. It lasted almost 1500 years in total! 
 
The Capital of the Roman Empire was originally in Rome. 
But then the Empire divided into two parts – East and West. 
The Western Part of the Empire was centred on Rome until it died out in 476 AD. 
But the Eastern part of the Empire had its capital in what is now Istanbul (Turkey) 
– Do you remember how one of the Roman Emperor’s Constantine became a 
Christian, and ordered his whole Empire to become ‘Christian’? 
He moved his capital to Byzantium (Istanbul) and called it Constantinople.  
And it fell to the Ottoman Turks in 1453 AD, just before the Reformation broke out! 
 
But what happened then? 
 
Well, look at vs.7-8 again. ‘It was different from all the beasts that were before it,  

and it had ten horns. I considered the horns, and behold, there came 
up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first 
horns were plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes 
like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.’ (cf. vs.19-22). 

Now we need to be careful not to get into speculation here, but it’s quite clear what 
the first 4 beasts represent – the four great Empires from Daniel’s day down to 
modern times: Babylon, the Medo-Persians, the Greeks and the Roman Empires.  
 
But did you know that since the Fall of the Roman Empire in the mid 1400s, there 
have been 10 or 11 Empires that have spread out across the whole of the world,  
from Europe, with colonies in many lands? -That’s what’s ‘different’ about this one. 
 
As the Eastern Roman Empire was in decline and coming to an end in 1453, all 
these other ‘empires’ spreading out across the world, were beginning to emerge… 
 
1.  Danish (1350-1953)  (e.g. The Danish East India Company) 
2.  Spanish (1402-1975)  (i.e. to Central & South America) 
3.  Portuguese (1415-1999) (went to Brazil, Mozambique, etc) 
4.  French (1534-1980)  (to French Polynesia & West Africa) 
5.  Dutch (1568-1975)  (Dutch East India Company / S. Africa) 
6.  British (1603-1997)   (the largest world empire ever by 1921) 
7.  Russia (1721-1917)  (The whole of the USSR – Eur-Asia) 
8.  Austro-Hungarian (1867-1918) (In Eastern Europe to end of WW1) 
9.  German (1871-1918)(1933-45) (The Kaiser WW1 – and Hitler WW2) 
10.  Italian (1885-1943)  (Mussolini: Italy, Libya, Horn of Africa) 
11.  Belgian (1901-1962)  (The Belgian Congo – Central Africa!) 
 
Now, I want you to notice two things: 
1. All of these truly global, world empires, with their own distinct languages,  
came to an end in the 1900s – i.e. the 20

th
 century that we have just left. 

I can still remember the last of the colonies of the British Empire being handed 
over. Hong Kong was handed back to China by Chris Patton in 1997 - 21 yrs ago!  
 
2. The Eleventh one – one of the smallest ones – Belgium – whose capital is 
Brussels – is still the seat of the European Union to this day. The EEC started on 
25

th
 March 1957 when ‘The Treaty of Rome’ was signed by 6 nations – Belgium, 

Netherlands and Luxembourg (The Benelux countries), Italy, France & Germany. 
 
Now, I could be reading too much into this, and I apologise if I am. But if I’m right, 
then what Daniel saw 2500 years ago, was an overview of world history from the 
end of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign over Babylon, not just down to the time of Christ, 
(as we saw before Christmas) but right down to the present time (the 10/11 horns!) 
 
The Four Beasts represent the Four World Empires down to the Roman Empire, 
which was in existence not just at the time of Christ, but into the mid 1400s.  
Then the Ten horns that grew out of that European continent were ten truly world 
empires spreading out to all parts of the 5 continents of the world, with their 
languages and businesses going world-wide with trade.  



The final horn that grew up from among these could be Belgium, and then from 
that the formation of the European Union as we know it today, which is of course 
still in existence. 
 

Now, I’m not trying to make any political points for or against Europe today, 
or for or against Brexit. The point I do want to make is this: 

 
All of these world powers & authorities eventually became ‘beast-like’. 

 
N.B. That includes the British Empire that was responsible for atrocities in India as 
well as many other places. Remember the British Empire was at the fore-front of 
the slave-trade taking millions of people from West Africa in ships over to be sold 
in the American colonies, and then transporting sugar and cotton from America to 
Britain in a business triangle for over 200 years! The point is that none of these 
world empires were whiter than white! They all ended up behaving like ‘beasts’. 
Someone has said, ‘All power corrupts. Absolute power corrupts absolutely!’ 
Left to their own devices, they get puffed up with pride, and behave like beasts! 
 
Now about the final horn, vs.21-22 says this –  
 

‘As I looked, this horn made war with the saints and  
prevailed over them, until the Ancient of Days came,  
and judgement was given for the saints of the Most High,  
and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom.’ 
 

This preview of history that Daniel saw, tells us that all of these kingdoms will 
eventually turn against God’s people in one way or another. They try to prevail 
over them, to trample them underfoot, to stamp them out. But what we have to see 
here is that the ultimate end of all the beasts – those who set themselves up as 
absolute powers – and particularly those who trample and persecute God’s people 
down through the ages. All the beasts will be destroyed. All of them will have 
their kingdoms and their powers taken away from them, without exception - 
especially the final one who boasts great things! (Just read vs.11-12). 
 
We’ve seen an Overview of History, but let’s now take… 
 
3. A Final Look at vs.23-28 
 
Let me read vs.23-27 to you in one go. Listen carefully. 
 
I’m reminded of the new believer who read the Book of Revelation for the first time 
- His pastor asked him, ‘Well what did you think of it, did you understand it?’ 
To which the young Christian said, ‘I didn’t understand it all, but I did get one thing 
out of it.’ - ‘What was that?’ the pastor asked. ‘Our side wins in the end!’ - That’s it! 

If we’re living in the time of the last horn…  
If we’re living in Europe just before the end, look what is going on in v.25. 
 

‘He (this horn) shall speak words against the Most High, 
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, 

and shall think to change the times and the law; 
and they shall be given into his hand 

for a time, times, and half a time.’ 
In other words: 
 
We will be living in times when God is spoken against, when people have no time 
for God, when people are anti-God! – That sounds like today, doesn’t it!? 
 
We will be living in times when God’s people will feel as if they’re worn out, 
because of all that is against them in society! – Sounds like today, doesn’t it!? 
 
We will be living in times when people will want to change the laws of the land: 
 
- Well, 52 years ago, in 1967, abortion was legalized in the UK. 
- In 1995, Divorce laws were voted on, and brought into the ROI. 
- Homosexuality has been decriminalised in both jurisdictions. (1967 & 1993) 
- Same-sex marriage was legalised in the UK in 2014, and in the ROI in 2015. 
- And abortion has just been legalised in the ROI last Sept. (But not yet in N.I.) 
 
Who’d have thought we would see all of those laws changed in my lifetime!? 
 
Things will seem to be against us, as God’s people, trying to live by God’s Word, 
but it will only last for ‘a time, times, and half a time’ - God alone knows how long! 
 
But what will happen in the end? (Read vs.26-28a) 
 
Conclusion 
Daniel could hardly take it all in! (v.28b) - It was almost too much to bear. 
But if this was revealed to Daniel away back in 530 BC it was revealed for a 
reason. It was so that all of God’s people living in the 2500 years since, would not 
lose heart. ‘Our side does win in the end!’ 
 
So what should we do in the meantime?  
Should we withdraw from the world, and live lives of complete separation? 
Should we rise up and try to change society by campaigning for this, that, and the 
other thing, to try to get biblical laws passed? 
No, we should ‘Dare to be a Daniel’. Do whatever God calls us to do, in whatever 
job God gives us to do, but don’t put your trust in earthly kingdoms, they will all 
pass away. Work for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom. - It will never pass away! 


