
Armagh Baptist Church – Sunday 4th December 2016 
2 Corinthians 7:1-16 – “Reconciliation Through Repentance” 

Introduction 
Well, we’re now into December, and the preparations for Christmas have begun in 
earnest. Maybe you’ve even got round to writing a few Christmas cards already? 
 
But have you ever written a difficult letter to someone. Maybe you’ve had to be 
very blunt with them, or maybe you felt you had to say something to them that 
needed to be said, and writing a letter was the only way you could do it. You finally 
pluck up the courage to put pen to paper and you get it finished, and then you put 
it in the envelope and stick the stamp on it, and make your way down to the post 
office, and you insert your letter into the mouth of the post-box, and you waiver for 
a minute before you actually put it in – “Should I or shouldn’t I send this letter?” 
you say to yourself. But once it’s in the box that’s it, you can’t get it back – it’s 
away! And you’re then left wondering how will they take it, and you wait and wait to 
find out their response. Well that’s exactly what it was like for Paul. He had sent a 
letter to the Corinthian Church (we don’t have it anymore – it was a stern letter and 
it is now lost). He refers to it in the middle of our chapter this morning (See vs.8-9).  
 
But Paul had to wait for Titus the postman to come back and tell him how his letter 
had been received by the church in Corinth. The news that Titus came back with 
was a bit like “Good News / Bad News” time.  
We see in v.8 that Paul had regretted sending the letter once it was away, then 
when the Corinthians got it, he says, “I see that my letter hurt you.”  
So the Corinthians were hurt by some of the things Paul had said to them.  
But the good news was that their hurt only lasted for a little while. Paul says in v.9,  

“Yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, 
but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful 

as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us.” 
 

So Paul had to be cruel to be kind. It wasn’t easy for him to say what had to be 
said, but it had worked. At first it made them sad, and then sorry for what they had 
done or how they had behaved, but then that led them to seek God in repentance. 
What Paul said had caused the Corinthian believers to repent of their sin and their 
bad attitudes, and their mistrust towards Paul, and it had brought them back to the 
Lord! Paul had to be cruel to be kind, but it worked! 
 
The Corinthians had got reconciled to God, and now Titus’ brings the news that 
they want to be reconciled with Paul too! That brought great joy to Paul’s heart!  

Godly sorrow had brought them to repentance! (v.10a) 
 
That’s at the heart of what’s going on here in Chapter 7: How the Corinthians and 
Paul had been able to sort out their differences and put their past squabbles 
behind them. They were now reconciled to each other. But let’s take a closer look 
at this chapter this morning and see what else we can learn about reconciliation: 

Chapter 7 is all about Reconciliation through Repentance.  
It actually ties up a lot of loose ends – things that Paul had begun to say earlier in 
this letter but never got finished. The first part of this letter is actually very jumbled 
up, showing that Paul had a lot on his mind as he was writing it. In fact from ch 8 
onwards he begins to get a lot more organised in what he is saying to them:  
 
Chapters 8 & 9 are going to be all about Giving, and the proper handling of 
money and finances in God’s Work.  
 
Then in Chapters10-13 we will see Ten Lessons in Leadership. 
We’ll look at those in the New Year.  
 
But ch.7 is the end of a section in which Paul had to digress in order to defend 
his own style of ministry from the accusations that certain people in Corinth were 
levelling against him. So let’s tie up some of those looses ends this morning: 
 
1. Ch.7:2 follows on from ch.6:11-13. Here Paul is pleading in love for a 
response from the Corinthians to open wide their hearts to him once again.  
As I said last week they had shut him out, they had turned against him.  
Here Paul is seeking for reconciliation with them.  
 
2. Ch.7:5-6 follows on from ch.2:12-13 where Paul travels from Troas in Asia 
across the sea to Macedonia in Europe. You remember Paul had been facing 
great pressures and difficulties in Ephesus in Asia (1:8).  
So he had made his way up to the sea-port of Troas (2:12-13).  
But even though he had good opportunities for the Gospel there, he still couldn’t 
put his mind at rest because Titus wasn’t there. He had been waiting for Titus to 
meet him there on his way back from Corinth with news about how this letter had 
gone down. But when Titus didn’t appear Paul got more worried, so he left quickly, 
probably on the last ship before winter set in, and arrived in Macedonia, probably 
waiting in Philippi for Titus to meet him there. He had faced physical troubles from 
unbelievers in Ephesus where he’d come from, but that was nothing compared to 
the inner turmoil that was going on in his heart because of his concern for the 
Corinthians as they received his stern letter. What reaction had it got? 
 
3. Ch.7:8 follows on from ch.2:1-4 where Paul, rather than making another 
painful visit to the church in Corinth, had written this difficult letter instead.  
It had caused him great anguish of heart and many tears to write it, but he did it 
not just to cause them grief, but because he loved them deeply.  
He had to be cruel to be kind. 
 
4. Ch.7:12 follows on from ch.2:5-11 where Paul had written to deal with some 
trouble-maker in the church, who had caused hurt or injury to someone else.  
So for some reason, and we’re not exactly sure what the problem was, there was a 
broken relationship inside the church in Corinth, and Paul’s attempt to heal that rift 



had caused the rest of the church to take sides, and so the whole church was in 
danger of splitting. Paul was writing, not just to take sides with his supporters, but 
to call them all to be reconciled to him and to God. It’s a call for reconciliation. 
 
5. Ch.7:13-16 follows on from ch.7:6-7 – This is the point at which Titus had 
finally appeared back from Corinth to where Paul was in Macedonia, and he’d 
brought good news! As you read vs.13-16 you see how much Paul’s spirits have 
lifted since he got this news. All his turmoil, unrest, wondering and worrying is 
gone, now he’s rejoicing, he’s glad, he’s happy – he’s over the moon! Why?  
 
Because Titus had brought him news that the Corinthian believers had repented of 
their sins – so now they and Paul could be properly reconciled! 
 
So ch.7 ties up a lot of loose ends in this letter, in the broken relationship between 
Paul and the Corinthians, and how he had got a little help from his friend Titus. 
 
Application:  
Can I ask you before we go any further this morning: Are there any loose ends in 
your relationships with other Christians that need to be tidied up this morning?  
 
Maybe nobody else knows about the problem, but if you know there is something 
between you and anyone else in this church that needs to be sorted out, will you 
do it now, before it gets any worse, and before anyone else gets drawn into it? 
 
The core message in this chapter this morning is that Reconciliation only comes 
through Repentance, and it takes godly sorrow to lead you to repentance. 
What do I mean by that? Well come with me again and let’s find out: 
 

1. Paul Pleads for Reconciliation (vs.2-4) 
 

 What caused the rift between Paul and the church at Corinth?  
 

Ans: False accusations, probably from outsiders who had come into the Church. 
 
If we read between the lines of v.2 we find out some of the things that Paul was 
being accused of by the trouble-makers in Corinth.  
Without actually referring to what they had said about him, Paul says,  
 
“We have wronged no-one, we have corrupted no-one, we have exploited no-one.” 
 
Of course it was Satan himself who was behind these false accusations.  
He is known in the Book of Revelation as “the accuser of the brethren”, and Paul 
wasn’t beyond his accusations. The problem was the believers in Corinth, who had 
been saved through his ministry, should have known better.  
They turned against Paul too quickly without checking out the facts.  

 What was behind the false accusations? 
 

Well some people think that because Paul now goes on to spend two chapters 
talking about giving and money and the proper administration of church finances, 
that this was what he was being accused of!  
He had started raising a gift for the churches back in Judea who were going 
through a severe famine. He had begun this act of charity in the church in Corinth, 
although they weren’t the only church that was going to help.  
But the false teachers there had accused Paul of wronging his converts, cheating 
them, of becoming corrupt, of exploiting them, fleecing them!  
They said he wasn’t taking the money to help Judean famine victims at all, but he 
was taking it all for himself! An argument about money was behind it all! 
 

 What motivated Paul’s plea for reconciliation? 
 
Well it had nothing to do with money – Paul’s motive was love! The place that his 
converts held in his heart (v.3) - There was no way he would wrong them like that! 
That’s why all of this had hurt him so much! 
 

 What gave reconciliation a chance? 
  

Well according to v.4 it was Paul’s deep-seated joy that gave him a large and 
forgiving heart towards his converts in Corinth. He had Great Confidence in them,  
he took Great Pride in them, and normally they brought him Great Encouragement. 
Even though all this went on between them, he could still see the good in them. 
So, knowing he had done nothing wrong, Paul Pleads fro Reconciliation. Then… 
 

2. Titus Mediates for Reconciliation (vs.5-7) 
 

Sometimes for reconciliation to take place between two injured parties, a mediator 
is needed: a go-between for the two parties who are at odds.  
Titus was that mediator. 
 
(v.5) The condition of the first party – Paul.  
 - He was physically restless. 
 - He was facing dangers from his enemies. 
 - He was fearful of what the Corinthians’ reaction had been to his letter. 
 - And so he was downcast and “depressed.” 
 
For someone who takes their work seriously, particularly if you believe it to be the 
most important work in the world, it is possible to get depressed, even though 
you’re in Christian work, serving the King of kings and Lord of lords.  
 
It is possible to get depressed, when you see the behaviour and attitudes of some 
professing Christians! We’re not all that we’re supposed to be sometimes! 



(v.7) The concerns of the second party – The Corinthians. 
 - They had a longing for Paul. (lit. an earnest desire). 

- They had deep sorrow (mourning) over their sin and wrong-doing in this 
issue. (Perhaps it was because they had tolerated sin in their church. 
Perhaps it was because they had taken sides with the wrong party or the 
false teachers instead of Paul. Now they were deeply sorry for it). 
- They had ardent concern for Paul, for having hurt him so much. (zeal). 

 
(v.6) The importance of the third party - Titus – as the go-between.  
 - He was able to comfort Paul, because the Corinthians had been able to 
 comfort him about this whole matter. 

- As a go-between it had been his job to inform each side about how each 
party felt about the other.  
- More than that, in v.13 Paul could see for himself in Titus how happy he 
was, because spiritually the Corinthians had refreshed him.  
So they really were doing well!  

 
Titus had grown to love the Corinthians, just as much as Paul did, when he saw 
how they received him, how they had been concerned over their sin, how they had 
repented and become obedient once again.  
 
Sometimes it’s not easy being a go-between or a mediator, sometimes you come 
out drained yourself and never want to try that again! But in this case it worked, 
and it was a great experience for Titus himself to see it work. 
 

3. The Corinthians took steps to Reconciliation (vs.8-13) 
 

As it says in v.15 the Corinthians themselves took steps to be obedient to the 
things Paul had put to them via Titus, and the letter he had brought to them. 
 
According to vs.8 and 12 Paul had spoken sternly and bluntly to them about sin in 
their lives.  
(v.12) They had “done wrong.” Or they had caused someone “to suffer wrong.” 

 
(vs.8-11) This had caused the Corinthians to be truly sorrowful and sorry for their 
sin. Here Paul takes the opportunity to teach them about two different types of 
sorrow for sin. There’s two ways to be sorry for your sin: 
 
 1. Worldly sorrow – You take offence when confronted about your sin.  
 Become angry and bitter, this leads to depression and ultimately to death. 
 

2. Godly sorrow – You accept the rebuke when confronted with your sin. 
Then you search your heart to see if it really is true. And if it is true, then 
you admit it, you confess it, and you let it lead you to true repentance.  
This leads to salvation and leaves no regret. 

Well in the Corinthians’ case, Godly sorrow had led them to repentance (v.10). 
 
And then notice what repentance produced in them: (v.11) 
 
- An earnestness, or eagerness to clear themselves (to be “not guilty”.) 
- Indignation, alarm, longing, concern, a readiness to see justice done – not 

to win points against the other party, but genuinely wanting to see justice 
done all round. 

- To prove themselves to be innocent in this matter (to clear themselves). 
- Repentance from sin – leads to forgiveness – leads to innocence restored. 
 
And so by the end of ch.7 Paul and the Corinthians have been truly reconciled. 
  
But it was Titus who had helped to heal the relationship, as a go-between. 
 
So what have we learned this morning about Reconciliation? 
 
- At least one party has to have the desire to be reconciled (Paul). 
- At least one party has to make a big-hearted first move (Paul). 
- It might need a go-between to clear away any misunderstandings (Titus). 
- An acknowledgement of sin on my part, not the others (Corinthians). 
- A sincere confession, admission and repentance from sin in godly sorrow 

(Corinthians). 
- A seeking of forgiveness through the go-between (Corinthians). 
- This produced reconciliation and restoration of fellowship all round. 
 
…And then we need to try to remember to learn from our mistakes for next time! 
Keep short accounts with each other. Don’t let things rumble on. Nip them in the 
bud. God wants us to be united. To live together in harmony. The Devil doesn’t! 
So don’t play into his hands. Get things sorted out sooner rather than later! 
 
N.B. If God has committed to us The Message of Reconciliation (2 Cor 5:19-20), 
then what a serious thing it is if we’re not even reconciled to each other as 
Christians – those who profess to be brothers and sisters in Christ! 
 

Reconciliation can only come about through Repentance. 
 

And it’s only Godly Sorrow over our sin that will lead us to True Repentance. 
 

 


