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2 Corinthians 2:15-3:6 
“Your Life – A Letter to the World” 

Introduction 
 
The point I want to get across to you this morning from this short section of God’s 
Word (3:1-6) is that if you call yourself a Christian, then God regards your life as 
like a letter from Christ to the world around you. 
 

i.e. God’s way today of speaking to a world which no longer reads the Bible, 
is to speak to them first of all through the letter of your life and mine. 

 
Your whole way of life as a Christian is speaking volumes to those around you day 
by day. The question is: 
- Is it speaking volumes for the Gospel? 
- Or is your life speaking volumes against the Gospel?  
-  Is it a good advert for the Gospel? Or a bad advert against the Gospel? 
 
Where do I get this whole idea from? Well look at 2 Corinthians 3, vs.2-3.  
 
 (v.3) “You show that you are a letter from Christ…” 
 (v.2) “You yourselves are our letter…known and read by everyone.” 
 

1. Where did Paul get such an Illustration from? 
 
(i) It comes from the practice of bearing letters of recommendation (v.1) 
 
The false teachers who had come to influence the church at Corinth actually 
carried letters of recommendation (v.1).  
They claimed that these letters came from the leaders of the Church in Jerusalem 
(a bit like a reference). On arrival at Corinth they produced these letters to the 
Church leaders to gain entrance and hopefully acceptance and influence. 
  
e.g. This kind of thing would still be practised in some Brethren Assemblies today. 
They operate what is known as a “Closed Table.” If you want to partake of the 
bread and the wine at the Lord’s Table in a Brethren Assembly, then you have to 
be a member in good standing in another Gospel Hall, and you must bring with you 
a letter of recommendation from the elders of your assembly, if you want to break 
bread in another assembly, that you are going to be visiting. 
 
In Baptist circles the Lord’s Table is ‘open’ for anyone who is a believer to partake 
of the bread and the wine. If you’re not saved, you shouldn’t partake. But if you are 
a believer, even though you aren’t a member of this church, we still allow you to 
partake as long as you have examined your own heart, know that you are saved, 

and are walking in fellowship with the Lord in an up-to-date relationship with Him. 
So no letters are required in this church as far as the Lord’s Table is concerned.  
 
The only time Baptists do ask for such a letter of recommendation is when a 
member is moving from one Baptist Church to another, e.g. when moving house. 
You can get a letter of transfer from one church to the other, like a character 
reference, proving you have been a member in good standing for some time. 
 
But the point Paul is making in v.1 is something quite different.  
What he is saying is that if our lives themselves as Christians don’t back up our 
profession of faith, then any letter of recommendation we might possess, for 
whatever reason, is not worth the paper it is written on!  
Our everyday lives are supposed to be our letter of recommendation! 
 
(v.2) For Paul himself, he felt that the quality of his converts were his 
recommendation. He thought they spoke volumes as to whether he as a preacher, 
was really of the Lord or not. 
 
So we’re thinking about where Paul might have got this idea from…  
And firstly we have seen that it was common practice among the Jews of his day 
to issue letters of recommendation from one synagogue to another.  
Perhaps he also got the idea from: 
 
(ii) The Prophecy of Jeremiah re. The New Covenant (v.3) 
 
Look up Jeremiah 31:31-33. (esp v.33). 
In Old Testament times, or under the Old Covenant, God’s Law, or his standards, 
were written on stone tablets which were given to Moses: The 10 Commandments. 
 
 It was an eternal Covenant, but it was a dead letter.  
 It was just a cold outward standard to try to attain to. 
 
But in v.33 God says that come New Testament times, or under the New 
Covenant, things would be different: 
 God’s Law or his standards would be written not on cold stone tablets,  
 but on the hearts of believers. So we as believers are supposed to be  

God’s standard before the eyes of the world every day that we live! 
 
That’s why Paul says that our daily lives are like God’s letter to the world. 
You’ve often heard it said that, 
 
 “People don’t read their Bibles anymore, but they do read us!” 
 
So what kind of a statement is your life conveying to the world from God? 
That is a searching question, but one that we need to face up to. 



So Paul says in v.3,  
 “You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, 
 written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets  
 of stone, but on tablets of human hearts.” 
 
I want to develop this illustration a little bit this morning: 
- Your life is a letter from Christ to the world around you. 
- So think of a letter for a moment, with all its constituent parts: 
 

1. Your Address (top right hand corner) 
 

 Where you live, your street, or your town-land. 
 Where your home is situated. 
 
Well do people in your street or town-land know that you are a Christian? 
 Not just because you go to church on a Sunday… 

(Although that is certainly part of what tells people around you that you 
have an important place for God in your life.) 

 …but by the way that you live from Monday to Saturday? 
 
Is your home known as a Christian home?  
And young people… you have a part to play here. If your mum and dad are 
Christians, trying to be witnesses in the area where they live, then that witness is 
affected by your behaviour too, whatever way you live. You can either enhance the 
Christian testimony of your mum and dad in your area or you can do it a lot of 
harm by the way you choose to behave – so you need to bear that in mind. 
 
Or perhaps you are the only Christian in your home? 
Well then, your Christian witness and testimony begins there. Are you having a 
good influence for God within your own home if you are the only Christian there? 
 

2. The Date 
 

Well you could put in there the date you got converted or trusted in Christ as your 
Saviour. The day you got saved. 
A change came over your life then, maybe some people sat up and took notice 
then that you had changed. Maybe they asked why?  
 
- But what about now? 
 
Because really it should be today’s date that we put in there on our letter to the 
world. 
Your life has to speak to your neighbours every day - continually. 
Your life is to be a letter to the world everyday that you live. 
 

3. Dear…Onlooker 
 

Who is this letter supposed to speak to? Some letters are addressed “To whom it 
may concern” – like a circular letter, or an open letter, for anyone to read. 
 
“Who is my neighbour?” Was a question Jesus was asked one day, to which he 
told the Parable of the Good Samaritan. The lesson of that story was that anybody 
who needs your help is your neighbour, no matter who they are, or where they 
come from. 
 
Well anyone who sees your life from day to day – family members, friends, 
neighbours, the person who serves you in the garage, or shop, or Post Office,  
your workmates, your school friends, they’re all included. 
 
So what is the letter of your life saying to all these people from day to day? 
 

4. The Substance of the Letter 
 

Well each of us is still writing that.  
Every day that you live you’re adding a little bit more to your letter.  
You’re adding to your statement from God to the world. 
 Is it good? Is it bad? Is it positive? Is it negative? 
 Is it making people think better about God and Christianity? 
 Or is it putting people off Christianity? 
 And making them conclude that God is irrelevant? 
 
You know we all have a problem here.  
Because in our letters to the world we can’t use Tipp-Ex.  
We can’t rub anything out, or cover it over.  
Whatever you do, whatever you say – it’s said, and it’s done.  
You can’t take it back. You can’t turn back the clock.  
So we need to be very careful how we live each day. 
 
You can’t crumple up the letter of your life into a ball and throw it into the 
wastepaper basket and start again. What’s done is done.  
 
That’s why Paul says in Ephesians 5:15-16, 
 “Be very careful then, how you live, not as unwise, but as wise, 
 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.” 
 
[You can of course be forgiven by God for your mistakes, but the world around us 
usually doesn’t forget it that quickly, so we need to be very careful how we live!] 
 
 
 



5. Signing Off 
 

We often finish a letter debating whether we should write:  
 “Yours faithfully” or “Yours sincerely” 
Well a Christian’s life should be both: Faithful and Sincere. 
 
Are you known as a faithful, reliable, trustworthy person? 
 i.e. If you make a promise, do you keep that promise? 
 Christians should be people of their word. 
 
Are you known to be sincere as a Christian? 
- Not two-faced – saying one thing to their face, another behind their back. 
- Not hypocritical – a good show in public, but not in private. 
- Not double standards – a fine Christian on Sundays.                               

But from Monday to Saturday living just like the world! 
- In private and in pubic we should be faithful and sincere. 
 

6. Your Name 
 

Do you have a good name in your community? 
Bad behaviour dishonours your own name – and you hate that! 
But as a Christian you also dishonour Christ’s name.  
Jesus will not stand idly by and let that happen – allowing His name to be dragged 
through the mud! He often steps in to prevent it! 
 

7. Finally – P.S. 
 

The goal of your life’s letter to the world should be that they will be attracted to 
Christ and want to inquire further. So here’s the test: 
 
Having read your life, would someone then be encouraged to read the Bible? 
 
Like a book in 2 volumes, having read your life – the first volume,  
would they then want to go on and read more in the second volume – the Bible,  
or would they give up? 
 

Last week we learned that God wants to “through us 
spread everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.” (2:14) 

 
Today we have learned that our lives are letters, written on our hearts,  
but “known and read by everybody.”  
 
Can I simply ask you to remember that tomorrow, wherever you go? Amen. 
 


