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2 Corinthians Series No.2 

2 Corinthians 1:12-2:2 - “Misunderstanding among Christians” 
 

Introduction 
 Some of us are very good at “Making mountains out of molehills”! 
 Blowing things out of all proportion to their importance. 
 Well that’s what was going on here in Corinth. 
 Mountains were being made out of molehills. 
There were people in the church at Corinth who had their sights set on the 
leadership of the church – They wanted the power and the control, and they 
wanted Paul out of the way! So they tried to discredit him and undermine him! 
 
I wonder have you ever changed your mind about something? 
I’m sure you have. They say it’s a woman’s prerogative – to change her mind. 
All of us change our minds about all kinds of things day in and day out. 
Paul had changed his mind, he had changed his plans, about visiting Corinth, 
because of things that were beyond his control. And the trouble-makers in Corinth 
were trying to use this to make out that he was fickle, unreliable, someone who 
went back on his word. In short, someone who couldn’t be trusted! 
 
Paul had made a very normal human error, and these people in Corinth were 
trying to blow it out of all proportion – making a mountain out of a molehill. 
Notice, first of all:- 
 

1. The Accusation (v.15-17) 
 

What had Paul done that was so wrong?  
Well very simply he had been unable to come back and visit the church at Corinth 
on his way back from Macedonia to Jerusalem! 
What’s the big deal about that? - I hear you say! 
 
In v.15-16 Paul tells us what his plan had been.  
He had planned to visit them on the way to Macedonia and again on his way back 
from Macedonia. 
He had fulfilled the first part of his plan – stopping off on the way there.  
This had proved a painful visit according to 1:23 and 2:1. 
But he had failed to keep the second part – i.e. to come back and see them again. 
 
These people (eager for leadership in Corinth) had blown this out of all proportion. 
They said that the fact that Paul kept changing his plans - and indeed broke his 
promises – showed that he was fickle, he was unfaithful, he couldn’t be trusted, 
and he didn’t really care about the people in Corinth. (see v.17 – “lightly, “fickly”). 
So they were basically saying,  

“Forget about Paul, and accept us as leaders instead!” 

They had blown a mistake by Paul out of all proportion and were trying to use this 
as a lever to get themselves into power! They were using it to help them in their 
power struggle. (There’s nothing worse than church politics!) 
 
So how was Paul going to deal with this accusation? 
Well he does the obvious thing – he writes this letter to defend himself. 
 

2. The Defence (v.12-17, 23-2:2) 
 

Paul’s actions had been misunderstood and misinterpreted.  
Most of us have at some time or other been misunderstood or misrepresented. 
What did you do about it? 
Were you mad, enraged and indignant? Did you fly off the handle? 
How should we deal with it when we’re misrepresented? 
How did Paul deal with it? How did he defend himself? 
 

(i) First of all he pointed out that he had a clear conscience before 
God (vs.12-14) 
 

Read v.12. - His conscience was clear before God. 
He was facing a serious accusation from his fellow believers.  
But the first thing he did was to look at his heart before God. 

- His conscience was clear (v.12) 
- His general conduct as a Christian was holy and sincere (v.12) 
- His integrity was still intact. His Godly sincerity showed in that he hadn’t 

told them he was going to do one thing, all the while intending to do the 
exact opposite. He had fully intended to carry out his original plans. 

- This was his “boast” (v.12a) – he could genuinely boast of this – before 
God his conscience was clear. 

- He had not done this with worldly wisdom (v.12) – he wasn’t trying to dupe 
them or cheat them. By God’s grace he had intended to fulfil his plans to 
return to Corinth. 

 
Application:  
Perhaps you as a Christian are being accused of some misdemeanour at present - 
maybe of some hypocrisy or some less-than-Christian behaviour. 
  
Can you like Paul, in the face of such criticism, look at your heart, and before God 
honestly say, “my conscience is clear.” 

- If you can’t, it’s time you did something about your behaviour. 
- If you can, then ignore the accusation and don’t worry about it. 

 
(ii) Secondly he had always been open to further guidance from God. 

(vs.15-17) 
 



Paul’s original plans about visiting Corinth are found in 1 Corinthians 16:5-7. 
 He had planned to spend all winter in Corinth  
 (N.B. v.7 “If the Lord permits” = DV or “God willing”). 
 
In 2 Corinthians 1:15-16 these plans were changed. He intended to make 2 brief 
visits to Corinth, one on the way to, and one on the way back from Macedonia. 
 
As it turned out (v.23, 2:1), he only made the first brief visit, and never returned for 
the second. So as it turned out his plans had been changed twice! 
 
Did Paul changing his plans like this mean he was fickle? Unfaithful? A liar? 
Untrustworthy? One who breaks promises? 
No! It simply means that Paul’s plans were always made subject to God’s further 
revelation of His will! As he said in 1 Corinthians 16:7 – “If the Lord permits.” 
 
James also uses this phrase in ch. 4:13-16. “If the Lord wills we will do this or 
that.” No-one knows what a day may bring forth – Plans often have to change.  
So it was God who had ordered the circumstances that had prevented Paul’s 
return visit to Corinth. 
 

(iii) The third reason Paul gives in his own defence is that he had 
their best interests at heart in not returning for that second visit 
(v.23-2:2) 

 
His first brief visit on the way to Macedonia had been a very painful one (2:1). 
He had found persistent sin in the lives of some church members that he had to 
deal with harshly. They had to discipline sin in the lives of some members (2:6). 
 
In ch.2:1 Paul says that he did not want another visit like that.  

- Harsh, painful, sorrowful (v.2). 
- (v.23) So it was to spare them more hurt that he didn’t come back. 
- He postponed his second visit to leave room for repentance in the lives of 

these sinning members. 
- (v.24) Paul couldn’t be wielding the big stick all the time.                           

They would have to learn to stand on their own feet, by faith. 
 
So though Paul hadn’t been able to fulfil his original plans we have seen that: 
 
(i) His conscience was clear before God as far as his behaviour was concerned. 
(ii) He had been open to God’s over-ruling guidance on his plans. 
(iii) It was in their best interest that he hadn’t returned to spare them further hurt. 
 
So Paul defended himself against these exaggerated accusations. But before Paul 
left this issue he wanted them to learn an important lesson from the whole incident. 
 

3. The Lesson (v.17-22) 
 

Paul wanted to use this whole situation to get the Corinthians to take their eyes off 
him and to get their eyes back on God! 
 

Though Paul couldn’t always fulfil his original plans, 
They had a God who always keeps his promises. 

 
If they kept their eyes on Paul, he would let them down many a time, so they must 
learn to keep their eyes on God – He’ll never let them down! 
 
(v.17-18) Paul had been accused of fickleness in v.17.  

So in v.18 he points them to the absolute faithfulness of their God! 
 

(v.18-20) He had been accused of saying “Yes” one minute, and “no” the next!  
 Well he says, God’s promises are always “Yes” in Christ! 
 
(v.20)  Every promise that God has ever made – he has faithfully fulfilled in Jesus 
 Christ. Jesus has, and will, fulfil all of God’s promises. 
 God never breaks a promise – He is Faithful – So Trust Him! 
 
None of us – no matter how well intentioned – can ever always keep our 
promises. 
 
Lesson 1 – God always keeps his promises, even when people let you down. 
Lesson 2 – Keeping their eyes on Paul had knocked them off balance, when he let 
them down. They were unstable in their faith. Therefore we should keep our eyes 
on God and what He’s done for us. If you do: 

- He’ll never let you down. 
- You’ll never be knocked off balance. 
- You’ll be far more stable as a Christian. 
That’s what Paul is saying in vs.21-22. 
 

(v.21) It is God who establishes us if we’re in Christ.  
 He makes us stable as Christians. 
Q. How does He do this? 
A. By giving us His Holy Spirit. 
 (v.21) – We have been anointed by the Spirit – This means we have been 
 chosen by God, and the Holy Spirit has been poured out upon us. 
 (v.22) – We have been sealed by the Spirit – this is God’s mark of 
 ownership on our lives. We belong to God! 
 (v.22) – The Holy Spirit has been given to us as a deposit in our hearts. 

But a deposit guarantees all that is yet to come as God continues to fulfil 
his promises to us in Christ! (There’s more to come from God.) 

(All of these same ideas about the Holy Spirit are found in Ephesians ch.1.) 



Conclusion 
 
So Paul managed to turn around a situation that threatened his own integrity as a 
Christian, to teach these Corinthian believers some important lessons about God: 
 
1. Always Keep a Clear Conscience before God, whatever people say about you. 

 
2. Remember God always keeps His promises, even when people let you down. 
 
3. Look to God, not men – that way you’ll be far more stable as a Christian. 
  

He’ll never disappoint you. He’ll never let you down. 
 

“The best of men are only men at best.” 
 

So get your eyes off men, and get them back onto God! 


