
Armagh Baptist Church – Sunday 13th November 2016 
2 Corinthians 5:9-21 – “Motives for Ministry” 

Introduction 
Last time we were looking at Christian Certainties about Death (2 Cor 5:1-10). 
We finished with vs.9-10. (Read them) 
Verse 10 reminds us that one day we are all going to have to stand before the 
Judgement Seat of Christ, to give an account of how we have lived our lives. 
In the light of that fact, then (v.9) ‘We should make it our goal to please Him.’ 
Verse 9 would make a good motto for each one of our lives.  
Here we see what our aim should be in life (2 Cor 5:9): 
 

“We [should] make it our goal to please Him.” 
 
So whatever God has called you to do, and whatever way God has gifted you, 
you should use your God-given gifts and talents to serve the Lord in the way he 
wants you to. If God has called you to some job or career, or into some particular 
service or ministry, then you should seek to please Him by obeying His call upon 
your life.  
 
This leads us into the second half of this chapter.  
Because from v.10 onwards we find three motives for serving the Lord.  
Three things that should be our motivation in the Lord’s work: 
 

1. The Motivation of Fear (vs.10-11) 
 

In v.10 we are told that each one of us (i.e. this includes every believer) will one 
day stand before the Judgement Seat of Christ.  
 
Because Christ has risen from the dead, we too will be raised from the dead one 
day, and we will then have to stand before Christ for judgement. 
 
Certainly for the unbeliever the Final Judgement at the end of time will be a fearful 
and terrible thing - because the unbeliever (the person who has never accepted 
Christ as their Lord and Saviour) as a result of that judgement, will be cast into Hell 
to face eternal punishment and separation from God forever. 
 
But these particular verses have been written to the believers in Corinth:  
(See 2 Corinthians 1:1 – This letter was written “To the church of God in Corinth, 
together with all the saints throughout Achaia”). 
 
So believers too will stand before Christ to be judged on the last day.  
We will not be judged in order to determine our final destiny, because we have 
eternal life in heaven already guaranteed to us by the Holy Spirit (v.5) 
  
– And remember from our studies in Galatians, this is by faith alone not by works.  

But this judgement of believers that is spoken about here is in order to examine 
our works since our salvation, - what we have done, whether good or bad (v.10b) 
(Compare to Ephesian 2:10). 
 
For example if you go back to 1 Corinthians ch.3 we were told there that our works 
will be tested by fire on Judgement Day (vs.10-15).  
Anything that is like ‘wood, hay or stubble’ will be burned up, but anything that is 
like ‘gold, silver or costly stones’ will survive and we’ll be rewarded for the quality 
of such work. 
If our works, our service for the Lord as believers, is lacking in some respect then 
“we will suffer loss” – we will lose our reward, but we cannot lose our salvation. 
 
So maybe you say, “Well if we’re not going to lose our salvation then what is there 
to worry about, sure there’s nothing to fear!”  
But it will be a fearful experience because it will be a revealing judgement.  
It says in 2 Cor. 5:10a  
 “We must all appear before the Judgement seat of Christ.” 
This does not mean just as in a Court Appearance, but in the sense that our 
hearts, our true characters, our thoughts, and our motives will all be exposed to 
the all-seeing eye of Christ. Nothing will be hidden. Read 1 Corinthins 4:5 – All our 
selfish motives will be exposed. All our envy will be exposed. And all our pride 
(and all our false humility as well).  
 
So do you see why it’s important not just to be doing the Lord’s work, but doing it 
for the right reasons - and with the right motives - as well? 
 
The word Paul used for the Judgement Seat of Christ was “bema” – this word 
was normally used of the elevated seat which the Roman Magistrate sat on to 
administer justice, so this would have conjured up in the mind of the Corinthian 
believers the idea of reverent fear. It would be like us going to stand before the 
judge in the High Court in Belfast, like the McArthurs recently had to do!  
I think we would be fearful. I believe, that’s why Paul used this particular word. 
 
Application: The fact that each one of us must one day appear before the 
Judgement Seat of Christ to give an account of our actions should surely cause us 
to examine our lives now, while there’s still time. 
1. To examine our motives for serving the Lord – to ask are we serving the Lord 
enough! And if we are, are we serving for the right motives? 
2. To examine our behaviour towards other believers. 
3. To confess to Christ now any hidden, secret sins, known only to ourselves, and 
have those sins forgiven. 
4. To get these things sorted out now, before that Day comes, when they will all be 
laid bare before Christ and the watching world.  
Maybe the Holy Spirit needs to search our hearts this morning… 
 



The Effect: This motivation of fear – how should it affect our service for the Lord? 
Well look at v.11 “Since then, we know what it is to fear the Lord (i.e. as believers) 

  ...we try to persuade men.”  
If it's a fearful thing for us as believers to stand before God in judgement, the idea 
is, how much more fearful must it be for the unbeliever to stand before the Lord?  
 
Surely a grasp of the fear of judgement for us, should cause us all the more to try 
to persuade others to get right with God! The motivation of fear should cause us to 
reach out with the Gospel, all the more, to those who are still facing a lost eternity. 
 
But if our consciences are clear before the Lord, then the Judgement Seat of 
Christ should hold no fear for us, rather we will look forward to hearing his  
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” But each one of us must ask ourselves  
“Is my conscience clear before the Lord?” and deal with it honestly. 
 

2. The Motivation of Love (vs.14-15) 
 

Here’s another motivation to serve the Lord in v.14:  
“For Christ’s love compels us…” 

Notice that it’s Christ’s love for Paul that compels him, not Paul’s love for Christ. 
You see our love can run hot and cold with the ups and downs of our feelings.  
 
Illustration: It’s like the young courting couple. The young fellow was getting 
carried away as he tried to explain his undying love for his girlfriend. He was 
running out of words as he said,  
“I would climb the highest mountain for you, I would swim the deepest ocean,  
I would run a marathon just to be with you.” It all sounded fine until he was leaving 
her home that night and he said, “I’ll see you on Monday night, if it’s not raining!” 
 
Christ’s love for us is not like that. It’s something that is constant – it’s always the 
same! He has demonstrated that love for us in a practical and all-important way – 
by dying for us on the cross. It was his infinite love that brought him from the glory 
and the splendour of heaven to die on the cross for you and for me.  
So as the hymn puts it: 
 “Where the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small, 
 Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

Or as 1 John 4:10 says:  
“This is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, 

and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 
It’s the love that Christ has shown for us by dying in our place on the cross that 
should motivate us to serve him and live for him. 
 
Effect: Remember again that these verses were written to believers.  
Paul is saying, “That if one died for all.” (i.e. If Christ died for all of us, then we died 
with Christ, united to him on that cross.) So he goes on in v.15 to say that,  

 “He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves  
 But for him who died for them and was raised again.” 

 
In other words if Christ has shown such love for us by dying for us, and if we died 
with him, then we should no longer live selfishly for our own ends, but we should 
live our lives wholeheartedly for him, by serving him. We should no longer live for 
our own ambitions, but live lives that are dedicated to His service and to His will. 
 
C.T. Studd – The top class Cambridge and English cricketer who gave it all up to 
become a missionary to China and then to Africa said this:  

“If Jesus Christ be God, and yet died for me, 
then no sacrifice is too great for me to make for Him.” 

At the end of his dedicated life of missionary service he said,  
“I never made a sacrifice.” 

And so did Hudson Taylor - the great missionary to China,  
even though if you read their life stories, to us they certainly did! 
 
I wonder sometimes listening to men like that, if we have ever really been moved 
by the love of Christ. Each time we gather around the Lord’s Table we need to 
remember that we didn’t deserve anything that Christ did for us.  
We were hell-deserving sinners, and yet Jesus came from heaven – God’s Son – 
and suffered at the hands of men, and was crucified for you and for me!  
He died, bearing our sins, and we died with him! 
 
As Paul says in Galatians 2:20 (a verse we’ll be looking at tonight)… 
  
 “I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
 me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved 
 me and gave himself for me.” – Does that really describe your life? 
 
Are we still seeking to live for our own ambitions, or are we wholeheartedly letting 
Christ live his life through us as He chooses. Is Jesus Christ really our Lord?  
 
There can be no stronger motivation than the love of Christ, if it really grips our 
souls! (The Motivation of Fear, and the Motivation of Love, and thirdly…) 
 

3. The Motivation of Duty (vs.19-20) 
 

Notice the order: The motivation of fear, the motivation of love and the motivation 
of duty. There is a sense of duty, but the sense of duty comes last, not first. 
 
Here we are told that we are Ambassadors for Christ. And as such God has 
committed to us as His ambassadors “The Message of Reconciliation.” 
 
That’s the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. And we are Christ’s Ambassadors. 



The Ambassador for any country has a particular duty to perform: They have to 
represent their home country in the foreign country they have been sent to.  
(e.g. Sportsmen and women going to the Olympics, are like ambassadors too). 
  
We as Christians, are Ambassadors for Christ. This world is not our home. Heaven 
is. And while we’re here, we’re in enemy territory. And we have a very special 
duty. Not only are we called to represent Christ by our actions and our words (as in 
v.9), but we have also been given the responsibility of proclaiming His Message 
of Reconciliation while we’re here, as well. 
 
That is our duty. But it’s a duty that must be carried out in the light of Christ’s love 
which compels us to speak out for Him, and to speak of Him. Our duty is to 
proclaim the Gospel message of reconciliation between God and mankind. 
 
This reconciliation has already been accomplished (v.18), in Christ’s death for all 
who will believe (v.19). - The NT idea of reconciliation is something concrete. 
God has taken the initiative and has dealt with the sin which separated us from 
Him. He has torn down the dividing wall of hostility between us; and so 
reconciliation with God has been made for us, by Christ. Our responsibility as 
individuals is to accept that offer of reconciliation, and be reconciled to God. 
 
But as believers we’re reconciled to God already. We are at peace with God, and 
so now we are called to be Christ’s ambassadors in a lost world. As it says in v.20 
our responsibility is to plead with men and women to be reconciled to God.  
 
[And if you’re here this morning and you’re still not right with God, then it’s my duty 
to plead with you on the basis of what Christ has done for you on the cross, to be 
reconciled to God today. I plead with you to put your trust in Christ right now!] 
 
I’ve called this point the motivation of duty – but it’s more than that. 
A good ambassador doesn’t just serve his King because it’s his duty.  
There’s also – devotion, and loyalty, and concern for others, and even gratitude 
(i.e. we serve Him because we’re so grateful for our own reconciliation). 
 
Conclusion 
So in the light of all we’ve looked at this morning, why should we serve the Lord? 
 Out of fear? Out of Love? Out of duty? 
There is a place for all of these motives. We will all stand before the Judgement 
Seat of Christ to give an account of how we have served the Lord. We have a duty 
and a responsibility to fulfil as Ambassadors for Christ in a lost world, but surely 
it ought to be the love of Christ towards us, demonstrated so clearly at the cross 
that should make us want to give our all for him in the service of his Kingdom now? 
It is right for us to examine the motives of our hearts, but let’s remember the motto 
of v.9 and continually ‘make it our goal to please Him’ in all that we do with our 
lives and in our service for Him. Amen. 


