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2 Corinthians 3:7-4:6 
“Only God can do the saving” 

Introduction 
I’m sure we can all think of people that we would love to see saved.  

We’ve witnessed, preached, invited them along to church and prayed for them,  
but as yet there has been no change in them. And we wonder why that is. 
I hope this passage this morning will help us to understand their situation better: 
 

1. The Condition someone is in before Salvation 
 
Look at the beginning of chapter 4 please. 
There we are told the true condition that someone is in before they get saved. 
 
(4:4) Their minds are blinded – They cannot see! 
 
 It says that “the god of this age” has blinded the minds of unbelievers. 

The devil uses the hustle and bustle, and all the distractions of this world 
and everyday life, just to keep people’s minds off their real need. 

 They just can’t see their need of God’s salvation. 
 They just can’t see that what they are doing is sinful in God’s eyes. 
 They just can’t see the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ. 
 They are blind to their need. 
 
(4:3) Their minds are veiled – They cannot understand! 
 
 Notice that the focus of attention in this passage is not so much their eyes, 
 but their minds. In one sense they’re not blind at all – they can see most 
 things quite clearly.  
 But there is a blockage or a barrier over their minds – a veil. 
 They are perishing in their sin, but they don’t realise it. 
 They don’t understand in their minds the seriousness of their situation. 
 They cannot understand spiritual truth, as natural men and women. 
 
(3:14-15) Their minds are dulled – They cannot respond! 
 

As with the Jews that Paul was speaking about. They might know the Bible 
(for example the Jews would have known our Old Testaments inside out) 
but until they come to know Christ, they remain blinded and in darkness. 

  
It’s as if they are in a library of books full of knowledge, but they don’t have 

 the key to unlock it all. That key of course is Christ. He is the key that 
 unlocks the teaching of the Old Testament – because it all points to Him! 
So this is the diagnosis: It’s serious - perhaps it’s more serious than we thought! 

You see, sometimes we get the idea that all we have to do is explain the Four 
Spiritual Laws, or the ABC of salvation, or take them through the Roman Road in 
our Bibles, and ‘hey presto’ we can get someone to kneel down, pray a prayer, and 
receive Christ! 
 
But it’s harder than that! Here we see that men and women, in and of themselves, 
have no desire or ability to respond to the Gospel. They can’t even see their need 
of the Gospel.  
They’re blind to their own situation, and to the remedy. They don’t even realise 
they’re sick, so why should they see any need for a doctor to make them better?  
 
That is the condition of every unbeliever, until God chooses to step in and work in 
their hearts. And until that moment comes, nothing is going to happen. 
  

2. The Conditions necessary to bring about Salvation 
 

(3:14)  “Only in Christ is the veil taken away.” 
(3:16)  “Whenever anyone turns to the Lord the veil is taken away.” 
(4:5)  “We do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord” 

 
We cannot save – none of us can – not even great pastors or great evangelists! 
Only Christ can! We are only servants for Jesus’ sake for those we witness to. 
 
Now I can understand that if your loved ones that you’ve prayed for, your children 
that you’ve brought up to know the Gospel, people that you’ve witnessed to again 
and again, if such people are still not saved, I can understand your frustration.  
There are people I’d love to see saved as well, but at this moment in time are not. 
 
But if your children or young people are still not saved, there is one thing you 
cannot do, and that is blame yourself for it, or blame me for it, or blame anyone 
else for it. I don’t do the saving; neither do you as parents. I can’t change anyone. 
And what’s more you could bring the greatest evangelist this world has ever seen 
into this pulpit, and that still wouldn’t guarantee that your loved one would get 
saved! Why do I say that? Because it is God who does the saving, not us! 
 
You know, I remember when I was growing up, sitting in many a church prayer 
meeting, and hearing godly men praying regularly for lost souls to be saved. 
One thing they always said was this: 
 

“Lord we know that we cannot even cause an anxious thought, we are 
totally dependent on you, but your arm is not shortened that it cannot saved!” 

 
Now those men would never have claimed to be Calvinists, they would hardly have 
known what reformed theology was, some of them. But they had a passion for lost 
souls, and a concern to see people saved, but they knew that neither they nor the 



preacher could do anything to save anyone – it was all down to God. 
 
 “Salvation is of the Lord” from beginning to end. (Jonah 2:9) 
 
If anyone is going to get saved, God has to do it. 
If anyone is not saved, then don’t blame men - talk to God about it in prayer! 
 
But if Christ is the only answer for the salvation of sinners, then certain things 
follow: 
 
(4:2)  We must not use any secret or shameful ways. 

- We must not practise any kind of deception. 
- We must not distort the Word of God in any way. 
- In other words we cannot use slick methods like the tele-

evangelists who promise health, wealth and prosperity to trick 
people into making decisions for Christ. It’s just not on!  
How could God bless such things? 

 
Rather, as Paul says, we must: 

- Set forth the Truth, simply and plainly 
- With a clear conscience before God who is watching and listening. 
- And when we’ve done all that, if they still can’t see it: we can do 

nothing about it! (v.3)  
-  Only God can shine his light into their darkened hearts! (v.6) 
- It is God who saves – not us! 

 
3. Our Condition since Salvation (See 3:16-18) 

 
- The veil is taken away – See Hebrews 10:19-25, Matthew 27:50-51. 
- We have freedom of access into God’s presence through the Holy Spirit (3:17). 
- We have the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ (4:6). 
 
In other words, what is all this saying? Well it’s saying that we can now come to 
God the Father, through Christ, and behold His glory in the face of Christ. 
 
(3:18) “We all” – We can all see God in His glory as we look at Christ. (John 1:18). 
 
But there are 2 meanings to the word in (3:18) – ‘Reflect’ or Contemplate? 
  
We can look at and contemplate Christ through the Word and in prayer – 
meditation, contemplation. (4:6, 3:18). 
 
But we can also reflect Christ to the World, but only if we are spending time 
looking at Christ in the first place (3:18). 

e.g. Moses (3:7-13 – See Exodus 34:29-35). 

The people of Moses’ day couldn’t even look at the reflection of God in Moses’ 
face – they needed a veil – even though the glory of it was fading / ‘passing away.’ 
 
We are being changed into his likeness as we look at Him and fellowship with Him 
(3:18). Remember this is God’s ultimate purpose for our lives (Romans 8:28-30). 
 
Conclusion 
 
1. As NT Christians our position is far greater than OT saints in Moses’ day. 
 

 We have no veil between us and God’s glory.  

 We can come direct into God’s presence in personal prayer.  
 
The question is: 

 Are we making the most of the direct access we now have into God’s Holy 
Presence?  

 Are we being changed from glory to glory into Christ’s likeness?  

 If not, is it because we are not spending time in His presence – to look at 
Him, to contemplate Him, to let Him change us? 

 
2. But not only are we losing out in fellowship; the world is losing out too 
because the light of our witness to them is growing dim and murky instead of 
shining in all its brightness. 
 
3. Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World.” 
But then He said, “You are the light of the World.”  
And “Let your light so shine before men.”  
 
The question is:  

 Are we doing it? 

 Are we reflecting Christ to the world?  

 That is our responsibility.  
 
Only God can save, but if we’re not reflecting Christ to the world around us, then 
maybe (to some extent) that’s why the people around us are still lost in darkness? 
 


