
Armagh Baptist Church – Sunday 20th November 2016 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 “Marks of Faithful Christian Ministry” 

Introduction 
Our passage this morning begins by addressing us as ‘God’s Fellow Workers’! 
That’s not just referring to me as your pastor; that’s referring to all of us, who are 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘We are labourers together with God.’ What a 
calling! It’s that calling I want us to think about this morning under 5 headings… 
 

1. It’s A Privileged Calling (v.1) 
 

Just look at the words at the beginning of v.1:  
 NIV “As God’s fellow workers…”  
 NKJ “We then, are workers together with Him – The Living God!” 
 AV (1 Cor 3:9) “We are labourers together with God!” 
 
Notice that Paul says “we” and not “I”.  
Paul is not just saying that ministers or pastors, preachers or evangelists, Bible 
teachers or missionaries are God’s fellow workers; he is saying that we all are 
labourers together with God, if we’re believers in the Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
God hasn’t just saved us to give us a ticket to heaven. He hasn’t just saved us as 
a fire escape from Hell. He has saved us and called us to be His fellow-workers 
right here on earth, right now.  
 
For example, just a few verses earlier in ch.5:20 he said that,  

“We are therefore Christ’s Ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 

 
Do you see what I’m saying – it’s not just full-time Christian workers who are given 
this privileged position of being labourers together with God – we all have it – all of 
us who have been saved by the grace of God.  
 
Now God doesn’t need us to save the world – He could do it quite easily without 
us – He could just speak the word and it would happen.  
But He didn’t do it that way. Instead He chose you and me, and He saved us, and 
in saving us He called us into His service to be labourers together with Him, to be 
Christ’s ambassadors to reach this lost world, and to plead with men and women 
on Christ’s behalf to be reconciled to God.  
 
And if you have ever had the joy of leading someone to the Lord you will know 
what I’m talking about – there is no greater joy, there is no better privilege, than to 
be at the birth of a new believer in Christ! That is what God has called us to be part 
of – that is the privilege of our calling. We are to be labourers together with God – 
Co-workers! (e.g. The first person I ever led to the Lord was Richard McNeight). 
It was special!  - So as Christians, each one of us has a privileged calling. 

2. It’s An Urgent Calling (v.2) 
 

Talking about leading someone to the Lord brings me to my next point.  
As well as being given this privileged calling, we also have an urgent calling.  
 
Look at vs.1-2: 
 “As God’s fellow workers, we urge you not to receive God’s grace in 
 vain. For he says, ‘In the time of my favour I heard you,  
   and in the day of salvation I helped you.’ 
 I tell you, now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation.” 
 
Doesn’t that verse remind us of just how urgent our calling is? 
  
We have been called to be Ambassadors for Christ, but why? 
 

1. Because Jesus Christ died on the cross at Calvary 2000 years ago. 
2. Because by his death he has made reconciliation with God a reality for all 

who will believe. (ch.5 v.18-19) 
3. So God needs Ambassadors who will go out across His world and tell men 

and women who are still lost in their sins, who still have the wrath of God 
hanging over them, that peace with God can now be theirs – that they can 
be reconciled to God through the death of his Son on that cross. 

4. But there’s only a certain amount of time in which we can do this. Men and 
women can only get right with God during the days of God’s grace - in the 
days of God’s favour. 

5. So here Paul quotes from the OT prophet Isaiah (49:8) in 2 Cor 6:2, and 
then he says,  
“I tell you, now is the day of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation!” 

 
There’s the urgency of our calling! We are living in the days of God’s grace, we are 
living in the days of His favour, we are living now in the days of God’s salvation.  
But those days are coming to an end! It’s already 2000 years since Jesus died on 
the cross for our sins, and opened up this opportunity for salvation. But only God 
knows when this day of opportunity will come to an end!  
 
And yet look around you - we are still living in a lost pagan world.  
People all around us are still going their own way to a Christ-less eternity – to Hell! 
This is the urgency of our calling. When God finally calls “Time!” there will be no 
more time for the people all around us to get right with God. Their opportunity will 
be gone forever! As God’s fellow workers, our task is to urge them and plead with 
them, not to receive God’s grace in vain, but to be saved while there’s still time! 
 
Is there someone here this morning, who needs to have that impressed upon them 
– the urgency of getting right with God – while there is yet time? 

‘I tell you, now is the day of God’s favour – NOW is the day of salvation!’ 



3. It’s A Responsible Calling (v.3) 
 

 “We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path,  
 so that our ministry will not be discredited.” (v.3) 
 
The Christian life, as well as being a privileged calling and an urgent calling, is also 
a very responsible calling. As Ambassadors for Christ we must be responsible. 
 
What is Paul getting at here? Well in v.3 he is saying that by the way we live, we 
must never be guilty of putting a stumbling block in the way of anybody else 
coming to faith in Christ. But if anyone can point the finger at you, or at me, and 
say, “Well, if that’s Christianity, I want nothing to do with it!” then that’s exactly 
what we’ve done. We have become a stumbling block for that person coming to 
Christ. We’ve become a hindrance to them getting saved. 
 
None of us, it doesn’t matter who we are, or what we work at, can claim to be a 
Christian, and yet go on living as we like, doing whatever we want to do – It’s just 
not on!  
 
As Paul says here in v.3 if our lives don’t back up what we profess as Christians 
then we have discredited the Gospel, and if as Ambassadors for Christ we ever 
become a stumbling block to someone else coming to faith in Christ then v.3 says 
our ministry has been discredited, emptied of its power, made ineffective, useless! 
 
What a serious matter this is! To discredit the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
To make His life, death, burial and resurrection seem absolutely useless!  
That is a very serious matter for which we would have to give an account at the 
Judgement Seat of Christ that Paul spoke about in ch.5:10.  
 
Philip Hughes in his commentary on Second Corinthians says this: 
 
 “Nothing is more likely to cause the name of God to be blasphemed 
 and mocked by unbelievers than the example of a minister whose  
 conduct of himself is evidently a contradiction of the transforming 
 power of God in Christ which he advocates in his preaching.” 
 

Now it’s right that I should feel the weight of those words as I pastor Armagh 
Baptist Church, but it is just as important that every member of this church feels 
that responsibility too, because we are all ‘Ambassadors for Christ’ – not just me! 
 
That means that wherever we are known as believers in this community, all our 
business dealings will be under scrutiny, and our everyday life and conduct will be 
known. Either it will speak for the Gospel, or it could become a stumbling block 
against the Gospel in people’s minds. What we’re really talking about here is 
integrity.  

I remember my dad preaching about ‘integrity’ away back at the formation of 
Cavan Baptist Church in March 1993 in the Farnham Arms Hotel in Cavan.  
He said: “The only person who can take your integrity away from you is yourself!” 
(I remember hims saying ‘it’s not even the devil’ – as some might think - it’s 
yourself!)  
 
So don’t do it, don’t let it happen! Watch your life and conduct closely, and make 
sure as you go about this community that you speak volumes for the Gospel, not 
against it! It’s a tall order, but that then brings me to my next point: 
 

4. It’s A Difficult Calling (vs.4-10) 
 

Christian life and ministry is difficult, because in all the ups and downs of life, we 
are called to live a life of consistency.   
 
Paul says in v.4 that as servants of God, we must try to commend ourselves in 
every way. In other words he is challenging us to live consistent Christian lives.  
 
But isn’t that what we all find the hardest thing to do – to always be consistent?  
To always get it right, to always be on good form, to always ‘keep the best side 
out’, to always keep our tempers under control, to always do the right thing. And in 
our complicated, pressurized world, it’s not easy to always be consistent, is it? 
 
But then was it easy for Paul either? Just look at vs.4-10. It’s a list of situations 
in which Paul found himself, but still he commended Christ to others by the way 
that he acted and reacted in those situations: 
 
 “Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way:  
 in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 
 in beatings, imprisonments and riots;  
 in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger;  
 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; 
 in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love;   
 in truthful speech and in the power of God;  
 with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left;  
 through glory and dishonour, bad report and good report;  
 genuine, yet regarded as impostors;  
 known, yet regarded as unknown;  
 dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed;  
 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich;  
 having nothing, and yet possessing everything.” 
 
God’s grace to Paul in each of those circumstances is still the same grace that He 
makes available for us in whatever situation we find ourselves. 
Paul was in stressful circumstances in vs.4-5.  



He needed great endurance and patience to see him through those  
“troubles, hardships and distresses.” You’ll have some of those too…  
Everybody, both Christians and non-Christians, have those at times. 
 
But when have you or I faced the things mentioned in v.5 simply because we were 
Christians? Many believers across our world are facing such persecution today! 
Today (20th Nov) is the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. 
Our brothers and sisters in Christ are facing: 
 
Stripes & beatings – (40 lashes minus 1) 
- Paul was beaten within an inch of his life 5 times over! (See 2 Cor 11:23-24) 
 
Imprisonments – Paul had lost count of the number of times he’d been in prison! 
 
Riots – at least 3 or 4 times (that we know of) Paul had to be rescued from angry 
mobs! Have we ever had to face that?  
Yet God’s grace kept Paul consistent even then! 
 
Add to that his labours and hard work for the Gospel in v.5.  
 
He talks about sleepless nights – perhaps sitting up making tents to sell to help 
support himself, or more likely just worrying about churches or people with 
problems.  
 
And then he had regular fast days, sometimes by choice, sometimes out of 
necessity. Take all of that together and you have a man who lived constantly under 
stressful circumstances and yet still maintained a consistent Christian witness and 
testimony! (And yet we fly off the handle if our day isn’t going as well as we want!) 
 
The secret of his strength and consistency I believe is right in the heart of vs.6&7 – 
It’s the Holy Spirit.  
 
Paul consciously and actively relied on the Holy Spirit to keep him pure – to give 
him the knowledge of what to do next, to give him patience in problems or with 
people, to show kindness and sincere love to others, who often didn’t deserve it. 
None of us can do this on our own. We need to rely on the Holy Spirit! 
 
And he also relied on his spiritual weapons (v.7) – The Word of God & Prayer. 
(Eph 6:18-20). That’s how he managed to stay consistent as a Christian, and that’s 
how we will do it too. Are we using the resources God has given us? 
 
Verses 8-10 are a series of contrasts or paradoxes.  
The world thought one thing of Paul, but God thought the exact opposite.  
Look at them in vs.8-10. That's what life was like for Paul.  
As it says in Hebrews 11 – ‘This world is not worthy’ of people like him!  

If we were all more concerned about what God thinks of us, rather than what other 
people think of us, we’d all be far more consistent in our Christian living.  
 
And that’s the secret – as Paul said back in ch.5:9 we need to “make it our goal 
to please Him,” - not other people!  
 
We should all be serving the Lord, not men, at the end of the day.  
 

5. And Finally – It’s A Heart Calling (vs.11-13) 
 

Here in vs.11-13 Paul puts in a very personal plea to the believers in the church in 
Corinth. Some false teachers had arrived there after Paul had planted the church 
and then left. The problem was they were trying to turn the church against Paul, 
and were undermining his ministry by trying to undermine his credibility.  
 
The bad reports Paul talked about back in v.8 had probably been spread by these 
false teachers, about Paul, in the church at Corinth, the church that he had planted 
for the Lord, after he had gone.  
 
Well here Paul reminds them how he had opened wide his heart to them.  
How he had not withheld any affection from them, but sadly they were withholding 
their affection from him, because they were doubting him. They were beginning to 
wonder could he be trusted, with all that was being said about him.  
 
Even though he talks so much about integrity and consistency in his own life, 
they were beginning to doubt him – because of these false teachers! 
 
Well Paul just says as long as I open my heart to you, and work with all my heart 
for you and for the Lord, then “as a fair exchange,” he says, “I speak as to my 
children – open wide your hearts also.” (v.13) 
 

Christian ministry was something that could have broken Paul’s heart regularly. 
But he didn’t let it! 

 
Conclusion 
 
Whatever work the Lord has given each one of us to do we should work at it with 
all our hearts as we serve the Lord, not men, in that calling.  
 
So may God continue to set his seal upon our ministry together in this place, and 
ultimately may we all bring glory to God, and may God be pleased to bless our 
work together for Him in the months to come, with the salvation of precious souls 
and the building up of believers in this place.  
 
And let’s remember – this message is not just for me - We all have a part to play! 


