
Armagh Baptist Church – Sunday 27th November 2016 
2 Corinthians 6:11-7:4 “The Unequal Yoke” 

Introduction 
This morning we’re coming to the end of a section in which Paul has been talking 
about the nature of true Christian Ministry - Our calling to be Ambassadors for 
Christ in a lost world. So over the last couple of weeks we have been looking at 
Our Motives for Ministry and The Marks of Faithful Christian Ministry. 
 
In the earlier part of ch.6 Paul has been concerned that we should not be guilty of 
putting any kind of stumbling block in the path of anyone coming to Christ (v.3). 
 
Then in vs.4-10 he has pointed out what this had meant for him. Rather than 
putting a stumbling block in the path of anyone coming to Christ he had to endure 
all kinds of hardships, imprisonments, beatings, etc, for the sake of the Gospel.  
He’s been pouring out his heart to the Corinthians telling them what it had meant 
for him to faithfully hold out the message of the Gospel to a lost world, determined 
not to stand in the way of anyone coming to true faith in Christ.  
 
Then in vs.11-13 he pleads with the believers in Corinth to do likewise. To do all in 
their power not to be a stumbling block for anyone around them who was wanting 
to come to Christ for salvation. We see in vs.11-13 that…  
 

1. Paul was Concerned about the Corinthian Christians (vs.11-13) 
 

He makes an impassioned, heart-felt plea for them to respond to him.  
These verses show us that the Corinthian believers were: 
• Keeping their distance from Paul, 
• They were clamming up, as far as Paul was concerned, 
• They were putting up barriers between themselves and Paul. 
A bit like the way some people do when they’ve got something to hide – perhaps 
from their pastor. Something they wouldn’t like him to know about them, or what 
they’ve been doing. Afraid of being found out.  
 
Well the Corinthians had things that they were trying to hide from Paul. They were 
adopting attitudes and practices, and they were watering down their Christianity, 
and they knew fine well that if Paul found out he wouldn’t be pleased with them.  
 
But Paul had already sensed these things without having to be told.  
He sensed they were keeping their distance from him for some reason.  
The Corinthians were clamming up towards Paul because they knew deep down 
they were beginning to compromise their stand as Christians and they were 
already feeling the pangs of guilt.  
See 2 Corinthians 11:1-3. Here Paul spells out his concerns for them…  
And he goes on in v.4 to say that they were in danger of “putting up with” a 
watered down version of Christianity!  

That’s why Paul was so concerned about them. So… 
 

2. Paul issues a Command to the Corinthian Christians (v.14) 
 

“Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.” 
 

The “Unequal Yoke” of 2 Cor 6:14 has caused much discussion among 
evangelicals. What does it mean? What situations does it apply to? What about all 
the exceptions to the rule? But before we go any further in our study this morning I 
just want to make it very clear that this is a command. It’s not a suggestion, it’s not 
just a nice ideal, it is a command to be obeyed! 
 
O.T. Background – (See Deuteronomy 22:10) 

“Do not plough with an ox and a donkey yoked together.” 
 

Why was that? Well an ox and a donkey are two totally different animals.  
In the OT as far as God was concerned one was clean, the other was unclean, 
from a ceremonial point of view. They also had two totally different temperaments 
– one was spirited and lively, the other was a slow plodder. They were two animals 
of different strengths – an ox is far stronger than a donkey. And in short they just 
wouldn’t pull together – they would always be pulling in opposite directions. 
 
So OT farmers would plough with two oxen yoked together without any problem,  
Or they would hitch up a cart to two donkeys yoked together – no problem.  
Yoking like with like was always a far better arrangement all round! 
 
N.T. References –  
See Matthew 11:28-30 
Jesus said that as Christians we are yoked to Christ, we are bound to Him. That’s 
what it means to be a Christian – we belong to Christ, we are united to Christ at all 
times! 
 
See Galatians 5:1 
Here Paul was referring to old religions that his converts had left behind to follow 
Christ, and he says, “Do not be burdened again by a yoke of bondage,” when they 
were tempted to go back to their old religion in order to keep in with the crowd 
again. Specifically, he didn’t want them to go back to the circumcision of Judaism. 
 
So we see that the NT brings the idea of the unequal yoke from the purely 
agricultural realm into the spiritual realm. So here in 2 Cor 6:14 Paul clearly says: 

“Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.” 
 

Definition: So we could say that the unequal yoke in this context is any close, 
permanent, (long-term) agreement, or contract, drawn up between 2 or more 
people when one of them is a true born again Christian and the other is not. 



Some examples:  
  
Religious Affiliation – as far as membership of a church is concerned.  
 

 Here in a Baptist Church you have to be a believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and be baptised by immersion upon profession of your faith before 
you can be a member of this church.  
That is not necessarily the case in other churches or other denominations.  
 

Their membership stems from the fact that they baptise babies or infants before 
any of them are old enough to have understood or made a personal commitment 
to Christ as Saviour for themselves. So as those infants grow up some of them do 
come to faith in Christ, but some of them don’t, and yet both are still regarded as 
members of their church. We call such churches “mixed multitudes.”  
Their membership is made up of believers and unbelievers.  
In such churches there are believers unequally yoked together with unbelievers!  
 

 Is it right that a true believer should be a member in a church whose 
membership and sometimes whose leadership consists of unbelievers – 
unconverted people!? Surely that is a major reason why a number of 
denominations around the world at the moment are facing the 
unbelievable situation of openly homosexual men being ordained as 
ministers, and even as Bishops – ‘spiritual overseers’ of their churches!               
The problem is they have grown up within the membership of their church, 
but have never been converted to Christ! Many just can’t see the issue! 

 

 Here’s another question – can an evangelical church made up of believers 
be affiliated with non-evangelical churches in an ecumenical organisation, 
such as the World Council of Churches, or Inter-Church in England, or 
other ecumenical bodies here in Ireland were the Catholic Church, the 
Church of Ireland, and others, openly co-operate on issues together? 
  

Here in Armagh we do associate with other churches, but we will only work with 
other Gospel preaching churches under the Passion for Life banner. We have 
agreed to unite around the Gospel - nothing else! We do not get involved in false 
ecumenism. Because then we would be unequally yoked with unbelievers. 
 
But are there other areas where this principle of the unequal yoke should apply? 
 
What of Business partnerships? - Should a Christian businessman enter into a 
partnership contract with an unbeliever? Should they be partners in the same firm? 
 
And what about Marriage – between a believer and an unbeliever? 
That involves a very special kind of contract – because a marriage is a covenant. 
A set of promises that you make to your marriage partner in the eyes of God. 

Should someone who is saved enter into such a contract with someone who is not 
saved? 
  
(N.B. I’m not for one minute talking about someone from a catholic background 
marrying someone from a protestant background. That has often been an issue in 
the past in this country. But I am strictly talking, as the Bible does here, about a 
believer being unequally-yoked together with an unbeliever in marriage – that is 
the un-equal yoke as far as marriage is concerned). 
 
So this principle of the un-equal yoke has far-reaching implications today. 
I need to remind you again that Paul has issued a blanket command in v.14… 
 
 “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.”  
 
Then in vs.14-16 we see that… 
 

3. Paul spells out the Contradictions of an Unequal Yoke (vs.14-16) 
 

Let’s take what he says in v.16 first. 
 
 “We (as believers in Christ) are the Temple of the Living God.” 
 
He wants us to understand the position we are in as Christians. We, corporately, 
as believers, make up the Church of God. The Church of God (the company of 
redeemed people) is God’s dwelling place on earth. God lives in us by His Spirit.  
 
Paul quotes from the OT in v.16 (Leviticus 26:12, Jeremiah 32:38, Ezekiel 37:27).  
 
In the OT these phrases were prophetic – they looked forward to NT times when 
God would live in, with, and among his people, by his Holy Spirit.  
 
So now in NT times our bodies as believers are the Temple, (the dwelling place) of 
the Living and Holy God!  
 
That in a nutshell is why we need to be careful who, or what, we yoke ourselves 
too. Because as well as yoking ourselves to those people or those things, we are 
also yoking Christ – A Holy God - to them as well! 
 
Now notice the five searching questions that get to the heart of the matter: (14-16) 
 
1. What do righteousness and wickedness have in common? 
 
e.g. A Christian businessman wants to carry on his business above board, straight. 
He becomes a partner with a non-Christian who wants to bend the rules, do shady 
deals, fiddle the tax-man, etc – So the question is: What have they in common? 



2. What fellowship (koinonia) can light have with darkness?  
 
Fellowship means sharing something in common. Well two people can only have 
fellowship with each other, if they both first are in fellowship with God (1 Jn 1:6-7).  
A believer cannot have true ‘fellowship’ with an unbeliever – it’s impossible!  
Therefore to talk about real fellowship in a mixed-multitude church is difficult. 
 
3. What harmony is there between Christ and Belial (Satan)? 
 
Paul is certainly not mincing his words here! In the Bible, Christians belong to 
Christ. Non-Christians (it doesn’t matter how respectable they are) they’re still in 
the kingdom of darkness, over which Satan rules.  
e.g. Surely people who are planning to get married are looking for harmony?  
Well then be sure you both belong to the same kingdom before you start making 
your wedding plans! Otherwise, you’ll have anything but harmony, in the future! 
 
4. What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 

 
All of these words stem from the Greek word koinonia – fellowship or partnership. 
But this particular word here has the idea of “throwing in your lot with.”  
Just as a Christian businessman would be throwing in his lot with the non-Christian 
if he was going into partnership together, or the way a Christian getting married 
would be throwing in their lot with an unbeliever if they went ahead.  
Surely you would only want to marry someone you had plenty in common with? 
Well, it doesn’t matter what else you have in common, if you don’t share the same 
faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour, it doesn’t matter what else you 
have in common – it’s not enough! 
 
5. What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? 

 
Making an alliance with an unbeliever, to Paul, is just like carrying a false, pagan 
idol into the Holy Temple of God! God’s rightful place of top-priority in your life as a 
Christian is being threatened by you entering into a relationship with somebody 
who doesn’t belong to God – so your relationship with God is bound to suffer! 
 
So Paul, having expressed his Concern at the Corinthian’s danger of compromise, 
and having issued his Command against being unequally yoked, and then 
showing the Contradictions of such a step… 
 

4. Paul now draws some Conclusions (6:17-7:1) 
 

They are introduced by two “therefores” (v.17, v.1)  
 

1. The first is a therefore of separation,  
2. The second is a therefore of sanctification. 

 “Therefore come out from them (unbelievers) and be separate,”  
 says the Lord. 
 “Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.  

I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters,”  
 says the Lord Almighty. 
 
We are called to separate ourselves from unbelievers in this “yoked” sense. 
There are of course extremes to avoid here.  
 
e.g. In the past, at times, parts of the church have separated themselves off from 
the world and gone off into isolation in monasteries. That’s not what it means here.  
But equally, on the other end of the spectrum, people who would call themselves 
‘evangelical’ can sometimes become so exclusive and separate from the world 
and the things of the world that they too become totally isolated eg. The exclusive 
brethren. But separation from unbelievers cannot mean isolation from the world: 
 
See 1 Corinthians 5:9-10 – We are not to withdraw out of the world, or cut 
ourselves off from unbelievers completely, otherwise how would we ever witness 
to those who are still lost and outside of Christ in the world? 
 
See Matthew 5:13 – Jesus has called us to be the salt of the earth.  
Well salt only works when it is in contact with the food, so we need to be in contact 
with people in order to influence them for Christ. 
 
See John 17:15-18 – Jesus knew that it would not be easy to keep this balance, 
so he prays for us along these lines: He wants us to be in the world, but not of the 
world, and yet he wants us to be witnessing to the world. 
 
 e.g. Animals on a farm rub shoulders with each other every day,  
 but that doesn’t mean they are yoked together! 
 
 * We are to be set-apart from unbelievers by being different from them,        
 not by being distant from them. 
 
 * We are not to be tied up with them, but in touch with them nevertheless. 
 
Separation from unbelievers may mean that we’ll not have our closest friends 
among those who are still in the world, outside of Christ, but according to v.18 this 
in itself should give us a deeper appreciation for the family of God – our brothers 
and sisters in Christ.  
Our closest friendships should be with other believers, but that doesn’t mean we 
can’t have contact with people who are not believers. But contact with them should 
never lose sight of the desire to see them brought to faith in Christ. 
 
2. The second conclusion that Paul draws from this discussion is in ch.7:1.  



This is the therefore of sanctification. 
 
Having realised the blessings of God’s Family, and the responsibility of being 
God’s Temple, it should motivate us to cleanse ourselves from sin, and press on 
to holiness. (Read v.1). 
 
* So we need to examine our relationships / our partnerships / our memberships. 
* A Christian can only have true fellowship with another Christian. 
* It is impossible for an unbeliever to have Biblical fellowship with a believer. 
* In an unequal yoke, 9 times out of 10 the Christian grows cold. It’s the Christian 
who gets pulled down by the unbeliever. The times when an unequal yoke leads to 
the unbeliever becoming a Christian is the exception, rather than the rule.  
Praise God when it happens, but don’t enter such a relationship blindly expecting 
that it will happen. It may not! 
 

 Therefore young people as you enter relationships, I would encourage you 
to make a promise to God that you won’t even go out with a non-Christian, 
never mind go steady with them, or get engaged to them, or get married to 
them. It doesn’t matter what else you have in common with that person,  
if you have no spiritual common ground, I would urge you to think again! 
 

 Therefore those in business, I hope your Christian principles are seen in 
the way you do business, and if so, in today’s climate of rule-bending and 
short-cuts in business, don’t get into partnership with an unbeliever, no 
matter how apparently honourable they seem to you from a distance. 

 

 Therefore though evangelical churches like this one are far from perfect, 
and we all have their problems, a mixed-multitude church is not really the 
ideal church for a believer to join – As Paul says,  

 
“What fellowship can light have with darkness? 

  What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?” 
 
Q. Is it time for you to “come out from them and be separate” as far as some 
relationship or partnership or membership you are invoved in, is concerned? 
 
Conclusion 
 
There are many implications of ‘the unequal yoke’ for all of us to think about this 
morning. But may God help us to see that this is His Word to us this morning.  
It is not some hobby-horse of mine, or a particular party-line of this church,  
This is what God’s Word teaches.  
 
So may God help us to work this principle out in practice in all our relationships in 
the days to come. Amen. 


