
Armagh Baptist Church – 30th October 2016 - 11:00am 
2 Corinthians Series No.8 

2 Corinthians 5:1-10 – “Christian Certainties about Death” 
Introduction 
We live in a world today where we are told that there are no absolutes.  
You can’t be dogmatic about anything without being called intolerant.  
We live in a sea of relativism, where everything is very uncertain.  
 
Admittedly, there are a lot of things about the future that we can’t be sure about – 
both in this life and in the life to come. Nevertheless, for the True Christian there 
are many things that are absolutely certain, even as far as death itself is 
concerned. This morning I want us to fill our minds with the truth of God’s Word 
and so help us to be absolutely sure about these things. 
 
At the end of chapter 4 Paul has been talking about how temporary everything is 
in this world – See 2 Corinthians 4:18. 
But he begins chapter 5 with a tremendous note of certainty! 
See 2 Corinthians 5:1 “For we know…..!” 
 
I can remember a dear old lady in Portadown who simply placed those 3 words in 
the Obituary column of the “Portadown Times” following her husband’s death. 
   “For we know…” (2 Cor 5:1) 
When I asked her why she did that, she told me that she did it because she hoped 
that people’s natural curiosity would force them to look it up in their Bibles so that 
they could read on and find out just what we do know. 
 
But what do we know? Surely you might say we know so little about death! 
For most people, the only thing they are sure of as far as death is concerned,  
is that one day it will come to them! But is that all that you are sure of about death? 
If you’re a Christian, and that’s all you can be sure of as far as death is concerned, 
then shame on you! 
 
‘Death’ is the subject that people of the 21stC don’t want to talk about. 
 For example I used to have a tract called “Is there life after Censored?” 

Of course, it was a tract all about death, but the word death was never 
actually mentioned in it - not even once – it was blanked out each time! 

 Death is the one subject people don’t want to talk about. 
They’ll refer to it any other way: ‘popped his clogs’, ‘shuffled off this mortal 
coil’ – ‘passed away’. ‘Lost his fight against cancer’ - to name but a few. 

 Maybe you’re even sitting there thinking this morning, “Could he not have 
 found something better to talk about on a half-term holiday weekend?” 
 
Of course, we weren’t too long into the 21stC until death was staring us in the face 
again and again and again. Remember ‘9/11’ – the day the planes crashed into the 
Twin Towers of the World Trade centre and 3000 people died! Or The Afghan War, 

or the War in Iraq, when many more lost their lives. The chaos in Syria today!    
The number of refugees who have lost their lives trying to cross the Mediterranean 
Sea to Europe! Death is all around us, it’s staring us in the face, and yet we still 
don’t want to talk about it! 
 
But as Christians we shouldn’t be afraid of the word “death” or afraid of the thought 
of death. If we know our Bibles, we should know what will happen to us after 
death! The question is: Do we know what the Bible has to say about death? 
 
I want to outline from 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 this morning, some things we as 
Christians should know with regard to “death.” let’s take up those opening words 
of Paul in ch.5 and ask “For we know…” – well what do we know? 
 
1. For we know that our present bodies are only temporary tents (vs.1-4) 
 

- Subject to decay – “A tent” (v.1)  
 
Paul’s job was tent-making. That’s how he supported himself in Christian 
work. That was his trade. He knew all about it. He knew how to make 
tents, but he also knew how often tents had to be mended. Many a long 
weary night he had spent mending tents. They’re so fragile, they’re subject 
to decay. They don’t last – and he knew it! That’s what he was thinking 
about in ch.4:16. “Though outwardly we are wasting away – perishing, 

 yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.” 

Our present bodies are only temporary tents – subject to decay, they’re perishing. 
 

- Subject to difficulties – “In this we groan” (v.2, v.4) 
 

Paul knew all about that too. Back in ch.4:8-9 he talked about all sorts of trials and 
pain that he himself had come through, even as he tried to serve the Lord! 
For us, the things that cause us difficulty are usually confined to colds and flus, 
ailments, perhaps visits to hospitals for operations, maybe just the aging process, 
and general weakness. But for Paul it was so much more. He was subject to many 
difficulties. We know what he meant when he said in this present body we groan. 

He said the same thing back in Romans 8:22-26. 
Three times he mentions groaning! 

So as long as we are in this present body we will groan. 
We will be subject to difficulties. 

 
- Subject to death –                                                                                          

“So that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.” (v.4) 
 

Isn’t that a strange way to think about death? If we were writing that sentence,  
we would have said, “so that what is living will be swallowed up by death.”  
But Paul put it the other way around, because he was seeing things clearly.  



There’s a line in the Prayer Book, (if you’re familiar with it) and it says that even “in 
life, we are in the midst of death.” That’s getting near what Paul was talking about 
here. Where we live now in this world we are under the reign of death, we are 
under the dominion of death, but if we are believers then when physical death 
comes to us, we are actually being swallowed up by LIFE, because at that moment 
we pass out of the realm of death and the dying, into the realms of eternal life, 
where death can no longer touch us or hold us in its power! D.L. Moody once said: 
 

"Some day you will read in the papers, 'D. L. Moody of East Northfield is dead.' 
Don't you believe a word of it!    "At that moment I shall be more alive than I am 
now;  I shall have gone up higher, that is all,  out of this old clay tenement into a 
house that is immortal --  a body that death cannot touch, that sin cannot taint;   
a body fashioned like unto His glorious body.  I was born of the flesh in 1837.   

I was born of the Spirit in 1856.  That which is born of the flesh may die.   
That which is born of the Spirit will live forever.’ [D. L. Moody (1837-1899)] 

 
Paul reminds us here in v.4 that this body that we all live in is what is mortal – that 
means it is subject to death and decay. But at the moment of our death we leave it 
all behind. It will be swallowed up by life, which is really life!  
 
(Notice that Paul is not afraid to use the word death - See 2 Cor 4:10,11,12). 
 

- Subject to destruction –                                                                                  
“If the earthly tent we live in is destroyed!” (v.1) 
 

These bodies that we spend so much time looking after, trying our best to make 
them look good, these bodies that rich people spend so much on trying to keep 
looking young, these bodies that some have even had cosmetic surgery done on – 
are heading for destruction! They’re going to be destroyed. One day they will 
disintegrate in the ground. As we were learning last week – we’re only clay pots! 

“Ashes to ashes, dust to dust, for dust you are and to dust you will return!” 
 
So our present bodies are only like temporary tents. They’re only our home for a 
short while. Whereas what’s inside - our souls - last forever, and yet how much 
care do we take of them? We pamper our bodies, but some people completely 
forget about their souls! 
 
So now we know that our present bodies are only temporary tents.  
But what else do we know? 
 
2. For we know at death our souls go straight to be with the Lord (vs.6-8) 
 
To die, is to be ‘absent from the body’ – but – ‘present with the Lord’ (v.8). 
When we die, our souls go straight to heaven – that is – if we’re saved.  
“For we know” (in v.1) applies only to truly born again Christians. “For WE know” 

According to these verses, as far as our souls are concerned, as soon as they are 
absent from our bodies, they are present with the Lord. 
- There is no time gap – we are instantly in Christ’s presence! 
- So there is no Purgatory or Limbo, 
- There is no place of intermediate punishment (Anti RC Teaching). 
- There is no place of soul sleep (Anti JW / SDA teaching). 
- According to v.3 there is no place for naked souls, (i.e. souls without 

bodies) except with the Lord in Heaven (v.8). 
If there was some intermediate place that our souls go to in between, then how 
could Paul have said, Philippians 1:21-24?  

(I remember Miss Graham in Bailieborough just loved that verse!) 
 
But there is a terrible contrast for those who are not saved when they die! 
 
The souls of unbelievers go straight to Hell, to await Resurrection Day and the 
Judgement to come. Then reunited with their bodies they will stand before God to 
hear their sentence. Then they will be banished to the Lake of Fire, the place of 
eternal torment and punishment, forever! (Rev.20:11-15) 
 
And the Bible makes it clear there is no crossing over after death from hell to 
heaven. This life, and what we have done with Jesus, determines our destiny in 
the next. (See Luke 16:23-26) 
 
But for the Christian at death our souls go straight to be with the Lord, “which is 
far better!” as Paul says in Philippians 1. 
 
3. For we know that on Resurrection Day our souls will be reunited with our 
transformed bodies (vs.1-4) 
 
This belief, as with all Christian beliefs, is based on the foundation stone of Christ’s 
own resurrection. (4:14). Because he was raised from the dead, defeating death,  
we too will one day be raised from the dead.  
 
This is not just our souls we are talking about here, because they never died – they 
went straight to be with Christ in heaven. This is the body we’re talking about here. 
Just as Christ’s body was raised from the dead, so our bodies will be raised from 
the dead on Resurrection Day. Notice… 
 

- Our Resurrection body will be Divinely made (5:1) 
 “A building from God, … not built by human hands.” 

 
- They will be permanent, not temporary (5:1)  

The imagery changes from a temporary tent to a permanent building or 
house. Eternal, not temporary (see 4:18). 
 



- They will be heavenly (5:1) 
– fit for heaven, unlike these temporary tents, our present bodies, which 
were only fit for earth. 

 
- So our resurrection bodies will be just like Christ’s: 

Glorified; recognisable from our old earthly bodies (e.g. Jesus and Mary 
Magdalene in the Garden). Yet they will be different enough to be fit for 
heaven, as opposed to suited to living here on earth. 

 e.g The seed of wheat – the full golden ear of wheat (1 Cor 15:35-38). 
 
4. “For we know…!” - But how do we know that all this is possible? 
 

(i) Because God has made us this way (v.5) 
– Body and Soul – we have a dual nature. 
– Some are so taken up with body issues, they forget their soul! 

 
(ii) Because Jesus has been raised bodily already (4:14)  

– He’s the prototype for our resurrection. 
 

(iii) Because the Holy Spirit has been given to us already (5:5) 
- He’s the deposit – a little bit of heaven in our hearts already. 
- He’s the guarantee – guaranteeing all that is yet to come! 

 
So here we have the three-fold witness of the God-head on all of this: 

- The Father made us this way, 
- The Son has already been raised - as we will be, 
- The Holy Spirit is already in our hearts, as believers, to guarantee that 

we’re going to Heaven one day too!  
‘God says it; I believe it; that settles it!’ - That makes it certain enough for me! 
 
5. But what then? – What comes after death? (vs.9-10) 
 
Compare vs.9-10 with Hebrews 9:27. As sure as death comes; judgement follows. 
 
Or us all. Yes, for the Christian too! We’ll not be judged with our salvation at stake.  
But rewards for our service as Christians will be at stake.  
There is the possibility that we could be ashamed for failing to live our lives as God 
intended us to. 
So, Paul says (v.9): “We make it our goal to please Him.” – Is that your goal? 
 
As well as bringing us great certainty, these truths should also give us great 
motivation to live lives that are worthy of the Lord now - lives that we’ll not be 
ashamed of when we’re called away, when we appear before His Judgement Seat. 
 
“For we know” (v.1) well, if we do then “make it your goal to please Him!” (v.9) 

 


