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Galatians Series – Part 3 

Galatians 2:1-16  
“Protecting the Gospel” 

Galatians re-cap: 
In our first study in Galatians we established that there is no other Gospel but the 
one which the Apostles preached in the New Testament. 
 
i.e. Justification is by Faith alone in Christ alone. 
i.e. We are made right with God purely by putting our faith in what Christ has done 
for us on the cross. 
 
In our second study we asked:  

How can faith alone in anyone really change somebody’s life? 
Paul answered that question by telling us of his own testimony and the dramatic 
change in his life when he simply put his faith in Christ alone for salvation! 
 
Tonight I want you to see, as we come into chapter 2, that… 
 

1. The Gospel brings Freedom not Bondage (vs.1-5) 
 
The Gospel of Faith alone in Christ alone has always been threatened down 
through the years.  
One of the earliest examples of the Gospel being under threat was in Galatia. 
 
(v.4) The Teaching of False Brothers 
 
False teachers had got into the churches there in Galatia (v.4). 
What were they teaching? (v.3) 
They were teaching Faith PLUS Circumcision as being necessary for salvation. 
It was an attempt to bring new believers in Christ back into the old Jewish legalistic 
bondage. Back to keeping the old rules, and dos and don’ts. 
They were adding a PLUS to the Gospel! 
They were adding a Condition to Salvation – so it wasn’t by Faith Alone in Christ. 
 
(vs.1-3) The Example of Titus 
 
Titus was a test-case, when he visited Jerusalem with Paul – to see the Apostles. 
This was 17 years after Paul had got converted on the Road to Damascus! 
The Lord Jesus had met with him directly and transformed his life, by the power of 
the Gospel. He’d been preaching Christ for 3 years in Arabia (1:18), and then for 
another 14 years since! (2:1). So he’s been preaching this message for 17 years 
altogether! Had he got it wrong!? Had he been leaving something out!? 
He was preaching Christ – the only Saviour for sinners. The one he used to 
persecute, the one who’s name he couldn’t stand. He had been preaching Christ! 

But he had only ever met the Apostles once. Those who had walked the roads of 
Galilee and the streets of Jerusalem, with the Lord himself.  
Three years after his conversion he had met them in Jerusalem. 
They were all from a Jewish background, including Paul. But Titus wasn’t. 
  
So here was the test… 
Would these Apostles, these Jewish Background Believers, ask this Gentile 
Background Believer in Jesus Christ, to now be circumcised in his flesh, or not? 
 
Did these Apostles who used to walk and talk with Jesus himself while he was 
here on earth, did they really believe that Salvation was by Faith Alone in Christ 
Alone, or were they going to make circumcision a condition of Salvation? 
 
You see, Titus had been brought up as a Greek, a Gentile – he was not a Jew, 
and he never had been a Jew, so he was obviously never circumcised either. 
 
Could Titus be saved, made right with God, justified, by exercising faith in Christ 
alone, or did he need to be circumcised as well? 
 
Let me put it crudely: 
  

Did Gentile Titus, have to become a Jew, before he could be a Christian? 
 
- What is the True Gospel Position? (v.5) (v.16) 
 
Well, Paul did not give in to the idea of Titus needing to be circumcised in order to 
be truly saved – ‘not even for a moment’ – he says in v.5! - ‘Not for a minute!’ 
 
Why? – ‘So that the Truth of the Gospel might remain with you!’ (v.5) 
 
The Truth of the Gospel was at stake – very early on in the life of the Christian 
Church. If the Apostles in Jerusalem, at that moment, had said that circumcision 
was essential for salvation, then the True Gospel would have been emptied of its 
power, it would have come back under bondage, it would have been powerless to 
save anybody! – But they said ‘No!’ (v.4). 
 
They refused to let the Gospel be brought into bondage to make us slaves to O.T. 
legalism, or slaves to the O.T. Law of Moses. And so the True Gospel survived! 
 
We must always remember this: The True Gospel brings Freedom, not Bondage! 
 

2. The Gospel must Go to All People – not just the easy ones! (vs.6-10) 
 
Praise God, the Apostles handled the matter correctly!  
The Gospel can still be preached freely to all people! 



- To Jews as well as Gentiles (vs.6-9) 
 
The Gospel can still be preached freely to both Jew & Gentile alike (vs.7-9) 
If circumcision had been added to the Gospel at this point in its history, as a 
prerequisite for salvation, then a huge stumbling block would have been placed in 
front of every Gentile who would ever get to hear the Gospel.  
– And don’t forget that includes you and me here tonight! 
We would have had to be circumcised as well, to be sure we were saved, if the 
Gospel had been changed at this early stage in its history. 
 
But as it stands, we don’t!  

Salvation is by faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ alone! 
 
In the years that followed, Peter would take that message to the Jews, and Paul 
would take that exact same message to the Gentiles (v.9) and both would get 
saved in exactly the same way – by faith alone in Christ alone – without any PLUS! 
 

- To Rich as well as Poor (v.10) 
 
The Gospel would go to the Jews as well as the Gentiles in exactly the same way. 
It would also go to the Rich as well as the Poor, without any difference. 
In fact that was the only stipulation the original Apostles put on Paul and his 
companions in v.10. ‘Continue to remember the Poor’ - the very thing that Paul 
was already eager to do. 
 
As Paul took the Gospel to the Gentiles – the cultured Roman citizens of the world 
of his day – it would have been very easy to just preach to rich people and get 
them saved. But the Apostles insisted that Paul went to the poor people as well. 
Something he had already decided in his heart to do! 
 
Have we? - Do we?  
 
Salvation does not have to be paid for – it’s free! 

Freely you have received; freely give! 
 
But why then do our churches tend to be filled with people who are better off? 
Why do we as Baptists tend to find it harder to plant churches and reach out to the 
poorer estates of our towns and cities? 
Is there something in how we are trying to communicate the message? 
Why is it that pentecostal churches tend to do better in such areas? 
Have we made it too complicated? 
 
The Gospel must go to the Jew as well as the Gentile. 
The Gospel must go to the Poor as well as the Rich. 
The Gospell must also go… 

- To Educated as well as Uneducated 
Do we just take the Gospel to the educated? To people who can understand it’s 
deepest doctrines, who can read lots of books for themselves?  
Or do we take it to everyone regardless of ability to read or write or understand? 
 
Someone has said, ‘John 3:16 can be understood by a child, but it can still keep 
theologians talking for hours!’ – It’s both simple and profound. Even a child can get 
saved, because the Gospel is simple. So let’s make sure we preach it that way! 
 
The Gospel is for the Jew as well as the Gentile. 
It’s for the Rich as well as the Poor. 
It’s for the Educated as well as the Uneducated. 
And it’s for…  
 

- Catholics as well as Protestants! 
 
If both Jew and Gentile can be saved by the one Gospel message, 
Then so can Protestants and Catholics! 
Jew and Gentile was the big division in the Roman World of Paul’s day. 
Catholic and Protestant is still the big division in our culture today. 
But it took the same Gospel to save Paul as it took to save Titus. 
And it takes the same Gospel today to save a Protestant as well as a Catholic. 
So if you’re going to talk about a converted Catholic, make sure you also talk 
about a converted Protestant. There is none of us starts of life any further up the 
spiritual ladder with God than anybody else.  

‘All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.’ (Romans 3:23) 
It doesn’t matter what kind of a home or family we were born into.  
It’s the same Gospel we need, no matter what background we’re from.  
It’s purely by faith alone in the finished work of Christ alone, that saves us. 
So let’s not be adding on pluses to one side or the other. It’s the same for both. 
 
So did Gentile Titus have to become a Jew before he became a Christian? No! 
Does Catholic Thomas have to become a Protestant in order to get saved? No! 
Does Protestant Billy have to become a Catholic to become a Christian? No! 
 
Salvation is by faith alone, in the Lord Jesus Christ alone. That's it! Trust Him! 
 

3. The Gospel should affect our Behaviour as well as our Beliefs (11-16) 
 
Remember last time, how we saw that faith alone in Christ dramatically changed 
Paul’s behaviour – from being a persecutor of Christians, he became a preacher of 
the Gospel. ‘The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he 
once tried to destroy’ And they praised God because of him. (1:23-24). 
 
After we are saved, the Gospel should still affect our behaviour as Christians. 



Let’s remind ourselves again from these verses of the kernel of the Gospel: 
 

‘Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone’ (v.16) 
 
By that simple act of placing our faith alone in Christ alone, we are justified, we are 
made right in the sight of a holy God – we are reconciled to God. 
 
At that point, we believe the Holy Spirit comes into our hearts and begins to 
change our lives from the inside out. It’s the Spirit who makes the change in our 
lives. So, it follows… 
 

‘By observing the Law no-one will be justified’ (v.16) 
 
Here in v.16 Paul drives the point home. Don’t be trying to get right with God by 
faith in Christ and by trying to keep the Law in your own strength. It doesn’t work! 
 
That’s like trying to ride two horses. That’s like hedging your bets. 
That’s like putting a little bit of faith in Christ, and a little bit of faith in the Law. 
 
With Christ, it’s all or nothing! Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone. 
 
He has kept the Law for us perfectly in every single way possible. 
He has done what we could never do. Not even the best person in the Bible could 
ever do it. They all failed – even Moses, even David, even Peter, even Paul. 
Not one of them was able to keep the Law perfectly, They all failed. 
 
All the greatest saints of the Old Testament, left us longing for the perfect man to 
come. They left us longing for the perfect prophet, the perfect priest, the 
perfect king, to come. Because they all fell short of God’s perfect standard.  
 
All that is, except Jesus. ‘When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His 
Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, to redeem those under the Law, that 
we might receive the full rights as sons!’ (Galatians 4:4). 
 
Because He has kept the Law perfectly in every way for us, he was able to be the 
spotless Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, by dying for us on the 
cross. His death is the perfect, final sacrifice for sin. Sin and death have been 
defeated. He has conquered death by rising again – He’s alive forevermore to be 
your Saviour and mine – all we have to do is trust ourselves to him. Trust in Him! 
 
Therefore – If all that is true, then circumcision means nothing! The O.T. food laws 
mean nothing. The old idea of a Jew not associating with a Gentile means nothing. 
Jew and Gentile can now eat at the same table – right? 
 
Well, why then Peter’s hypocrisy? (vs.11-14) 

Peter was tempted to live a double-life – even as an Apostle! 
When these false teachers weren’t around, he associated with saved Gentiles. 
They weren’t circumcised like he was, but he still ate at the same table at 
mealtimes. (v.12a) 
 
But when these false teachers were around, Peter withdrew and refused to eat at 
the same table as these saved Gentiles! (v.12b)  
– Peter was being a hypocrite! He was living with double standards! 
So Paul confronted him, publicly, to his face! 
Why? Because Peter was wrong (vs.11 & 14).  
And he was influencing others to behave wrongly too! (v.13). 
 
So how does all this apply to us? 
 
Well, we need to ask ourselves:  
Are we adding any plusses unwittingly to the Gospel? 
 
Do we really believe that salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone? 
Do we really believe it applies to anyone no matter what background they’re from? 
 
Or are we making up a list of do’s and don’ts that are additional to the Gospel? 
That determine whether we can accept someone as a bona fide Christian, or not? 
 
In the past here in N.I. we added lots of things to the Gospel to help us decide 
whether someone was truly saved… 
 

- A Christian doesn’t smoke, or doesn’t drink, or doesn’t go to the cinema! 
- A Christian lady wasn’t allowed to wear trousers or make-up in the past, 

and had to have a hat on her head to sit at the Lord’s Table! 
- Some churches insisted that only a certain version of the Bible could be 

read, if you truly called yourself a born again Christian! 
- Are some of us in danger of making Believers Baptism essential for 

salvation? Baptist doctrine is important, but you don’t have to be a Baptist 
to be a Christian. 

 
We might believe that a Christian should or should not do some of these things, 
but just because they don’t do everything exactly as we would want them to, 
doesn’t mean they’re not a Christian. 
 
Because by observing a list of do’s and don’ts, no-one will be justified before God. 
(v.16) - Rather, Salvation is by faith alone in Christ, and in his finished work, alone! 
 
Get that sorted out, and then let God’s Spirit and God’s Word guide you as to what 
is right and wrong after that! Are you trusting in Do’s or Don’ts or in Christ’s Done? 


