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Galatians 1:1-12 - “No Other Gospel” 
 

Introduction 
Is the Gospel we preach today the same as the Gospel Paul preached in the N.T.? 
Is the Gospel we preach today still the same as it was 2000 years ago? 
Or has the Gospel been changed over the years?  
Have we tampered with the Good News? 
If so, does that mean we have emptied the Gospel of its power to change lives? 
 
We live in a world that is always looking for the latest product, the latest version, 
the most recent upgrade. Whether we’re talking about phones or iPhones, laptops 
or tablets, we have to have the latest, ‘must-have’ version, or we’re just not with it! 
Samsung brought our their new phone (Galaxy Note 7) a couple of weeks ago.  
But it has been reported to burst into flames because of over-heating batteries! 
Apple brought out their new iPhone 7, and all the news reporters could say was 
that some people were disappointed that the earphone socket was now missing! 
(What they didn’t say was you can now get wireless earphones). 
 
So what do we do with that ‘upgrade’ attitude when it comes to the Gospel? 
Do we have to keep changing it? Upgrading it for a better version? Modernising it? 
To one that is more relevant, more suited to the felt needs of 21

st
 Century people? 

 
Well, if we think we have to keep updating the Gospel, then we're faced with a big 
problem, because Paul makes some astonishing claims here in Galatians ch.1. 
 
(v.6)  ‘I’m astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you… 

and are turning to a different gospel – which is really no gospel at all!’ 
 
(v.7)  ‘Some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the 

gospel of Christ.’ 
 
(v.8)  ‘Even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the 

one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!’ 
 
(v.9)  ‘I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you 

accepted, let him be eternally condemned!’ 
 
(v.11)  ‘The Gospel I preached is not something that man made up.’ 
 
(v.12)  ‘I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it;  

rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.’  
 
So Paul is claiming that he did not make up his Gospel. It was not man-made. 

He’s claiming it came as a direct revelation from God, through Jesus Christ. 
 
And he’s claiming that anybody who preaches a distorted version of this Gospel 
should be eternally condemned! 
 
He says that even if angels from heaven were to tell you otherwise, then those 
angels should be eternally condemned. (i.e. they’d be fallen angels if they did!) 
 
He is concerned that some are trying to pervert the Gospel, and he’s surprised that 
professing Christians could be taken in so easily, that they could turn to some 
other Gospel that is really no Gospel at all! 
 
These are very serious matters that Paul is talking about here. 
So we need to take a look at this Galatian letter together. 
 
Let me back up a bit… 
 
Acts ch.15, The Jerusalem Council, is the background to Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians. What happened there? 
 
Well, The Jerusalem Council was the first big debate, involving the whole church, 
(inc believers from both Jewish and Gentile backgrounds) about what the Gospel 
really was, what it actually involved: 
 
Was it faith alone, in Christ alone, that saves us? OR 
Is it faith in Christ PLUS Circumcision & Law-Keeping that make us right with God. 
 
Once you add any PLUS to the Gospel you change the whole Gospel. 
In fact you destroy the Gospel. You make it ‘Null and Void’. 
And that’s what Paul is concerned about in this letter. 
 
You see, there are so many other religions in our world today. 
Such as Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, etc. 
 
There are many so-called Christian Cults around these days. 
Such as Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, Seventh Day Adventists, etc. 
 
There are so many varieties of Christian Churches around: 
Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, 
Elim, Brethren, Charismatics, Pentecostals, Vineyard, Vibe, Harvest, Emmanuel… 
You name it, there’s a church to suit the appetites of most people these days! 
 
But can they all be right? Can they all be preaching the same Gospel? 
And I’m not talking about the same Gospel that we preach. That’s not the issue.  
But the same Gospel that Paul preached - that’s contained in the New Testament. 



That’s the point. It’s the Apostolic Gospel we should be concerned about. 
The Gospel that the Apostles preached. Not the Gospel that Baptists preach. 
It’s the Gospel that the Apostles: Paul, Peter, James & John preached. 
That must be our touchstone of truth. If any of us have deviated from that, then 
we’ve got problems! As Paul says we should be eternally condemned, if we have! 
 

1. The Recipients (v.2) 
 
Who was this letter written to? 
 
Ans. (v.2) – To the churches in Galatia. To the Galatian Churches. 
Paul is writing this letter to the Galatians to deal with this Gospel matter. 
 
But who were the Galatians? 
 
See Acts 14:19-26. 
 
Here we come across three churches – Iconium, Lystra and Derbe. 
Three places that Paul had reached during his First Missionary Journey. 
It was there that he had first come across his young assistant, Timothy. 
 
A good Bible Map of Paul’s Journeys will show you that these towns are in South 
Galatia. 
 
But there was another time that Paul travelled around this area.  
It’s mentioned in Acts ch.18 that we looked at a few weeks ago. (Acts 18:23) 
 

‘After spending some time in Antioch (Syria), Paul set out from there  
and travelled from place to place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, 

strengthening all the disciples.’ 
 

This could have been a region slightly further north of Iconium, Lystra & Derbe. 
Some think he was writing to South Galatia, others think he was writing to North 
Galatia, but either way it was a group of Christian Churches located in what we 
would now call Turkey. And the sad thing is: that whole area is now predominantly 
Muslim. So somewhere along the line these churches did deviate from the gospel! 
 
Paul himself was surprised that they were so quickly deserting the one who had 
called them by the grace of Christ and they were turning to a different gospel – 
which was really no gospel at all. (vs.6-7a) 
 
‘Evidently some people were throwing them into confusion and were trying to 
pervert the gospel of Christ.’ (v.7) 
 
How were they doing that? Well, if you go back to Acts 15:1-2 you will see. 

They were doing so simply by adding a PLUS to the Gospel! 
 
They were teaching that Salvation = Faith + Circumcision. 
And this teaching had reached these Galatian Churches. 
Paul regarded this as a very serious matter indeed. 
Why? Because the true Gospel was at stake! 
 
(v.6) Paul was absolutely astonished that they were so quickly deserting the one 
who had called them and were turning to a different gospel. 
 
You see, any PLUS we add to the Gospel is really saying that Calvary wasn’t 
enough. It’s really saying that what Jesus did on the cross wasn’t good enough  
to bridge the gulf between sinful men and women like us, and a Holy God. 
 
To add any PLUS to the Gospel is to cast doubt on the last words of Jesus on the 
cross that we looked at last Sunday night, when He cried out ‘It is finished!’  
Everything that was necessary for our salvation has been done. Accomplished!  
So for us to try to add anything to the Gospel is an affront to the finished work of 
Christ on the cross. 
 

It’s saying Jesus’ Finished Work, wasn’t really finished! 
It’s as if we think we have to give him a helping hand! 

 
So the Recipients were a group of churches in Galatia. Modern day Turkey. 
 

2. The Writer (v.1) 
 
Who wrote this letter? 
 
Well, it is pretty clear from v.1 that it was the Apostle Paul. 
 
To deal with this most important subject – the integrity of the Gospel itself… 
We need a writer who has all the right credentials – we need an Apostle. 
 
So straightaway Paul gives us his credentials in v.1 
 
(v.1) ‘Paul, an Apostle…’ - Here we have His Calling 
 

- He was an apostle. That word ‘apostolos’ lit. means ‘A sent one’  
It’s similar to our word ‘missionary’. 
 

- But it’s not just any old missionary, or any old Christian, he was an 
Apostle. Not one of the original 12 apostles who walked with Jesus. But 
none the less, Paul was an Apostle with the same authority, called by the 
Risen Jesus on the Damascus Road - That was His Commissioning. 



- He spells this out for us. He wasn’t sent by men, but by the Risen Lord 
Jesus Christ, and by God the Father. 

 
- See Acts 9:15-17 & 22. 

 
- He was an Apostle sent by Christ with the responsibilty to preach the 

Gospel of Christ and to establish His Church. 
 

- So Paul was not a man-pleaser, but a Servant of Christ – So here we have 
His Character. 

 
Paul wasn’t just out to win friends and influence people. 
He was out to preach the Gospel – The Apostolic Gospel. 
To confront people lovingly with the seriousness of their sin in God’s sight. 
To present the cross of Christ as the only remedy for their sin. 
And so to see them repent of their sin, come to faith in Christ, and so be saved. 
 

- People don’t like to be reminded of their sin! 
- But Paul was not a man-pleaser; his aim was to please Christ. 

 
3. The Reason for Writing  

 
Paul’s reason for writing this letter can be summed up in one word: Gospel. 
 
His reason for writing was to defend the only true Gospel from any kind of error. 
 
He believed it was, and is, the only means of salvation for a lost world. 
 
If the Gospel was hi-jacked or distorted in the early days of the church, then the 
whole world we live in today, would still be lost, and completely without hope! 
 
(v.11) He reminded them his Gospel was not man-made 
 
It hadn’t been dreamed up by Paul or by anyone else. It couldn’t be! 
 
(v.12) It was a revelation from Christ 
 
Jesus Christ had revealed this Gospel directly to Paul – His Apostle. 
And it tied in exactly with the Gospel that the other 12 Apostles of Christ were 
already preaching. It had been revealed from heaven – it was not man’s ideas!  
 
So this is God’s way to save sinners like us – so we need to listen! 
 
(vs.6-9) There is only One Gospel – The Apostolic Gospel. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ. That’s the Gospel the Apostles preached. 

So every church today would need to make sure they are preaching this one and 
only Gospel of the Apostles. 
 
e.g. Baptismal regeneration is another Gospel contrary to the Apostolic Gospel. 
 
(vs.3-5) So what is this Gospel? 
 

1. It is the means whereby sinners are made at peace with God through the 
person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ alone. (v.3) 

 
2. It is centred around the once and for all sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the 

cross as the only substitute for sinners. (v.4) 
 

‘Who gave himself for our sins’  [See Hebrews 10:11-14] 
 

3. This has been vindicated by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead (v.1) 
 

4. It is God’s rescue plan for lost sinners 
 

‘Deliver / rescue’ (v.4) From what? (v.4) ‘the present evil age’ (surprise?) 
 
A drowning man can’t rescue himself. Therefore… 

 
5. This is all by the Grace of God (v.3) and for the Glory of God (v.5) 

 
i.e. as sinners we don’t deserve it, we can’t earn it, but God gives it to us 
freely as a gift of His grace (Romans 6:23) - so all glory goes to Him! 

 
The Question is: Have you accepted this Good News? (v.9)  
 
We need to remember that it is By Faith Alone! 
Not by works so that no-one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
 
As soon as you add anything to the Gospel of God’s Grace 
In terms of our ability either to get it, or to keep it, then you have emptied the 
Gospel of its power. You have made it null and void. 
 
So trust in Christ, and in Christ alone, for your salvation tonight. 
 
Turn from your sin, and all you know to be wrong in your life. 
 
And in that moment, by God’s Grace, you will be accepted in Christ. 
 
And then turn around and help the next one on. 
This Gospel is too good for any of us to keep to ourselves. We need to pass it on! 


