
Armagh Baptist Church – Sunday 5
th

 March 2017 
“Lessons in Leadership 4: Protect the Purity of the Church!” 

2 Corinthians 11:1-6 
Introduction 
This morning we are coming into ch.11 of 2 Corinthians.  
This is the fourth in our “Lessons in Leadership” series.  
We looked at the first three lessons in Ch.10 over recent weeks: 
 
 1. Remember you’re in a Spiritual Battle. 
 2. Be Constructive, not Destructive in your use of Authority. 
 3. Remember the Regions Beyond still need to be Reached. 
 
So last time we were keeping an eye on the needs of those outside our church 
doors who still need to be reached with the Gospel in the ‘regions beyond’. 
This morning we come back to look at ‘home-base’ once again - to look in on 
ourselves again. Because the lesson Paul reminds us of in 2 Corinthians 11:1-6 is 
the need for Christian leaders to…  
 

4. Protect the Purity of the Church. 
 
This is very important: the need to strive to maintain moral and doctrinal purity in 
the Church has perhaps never been greater than the days in which we now live! 
 
We only have to think of the scandal of paedophile priests in the Roman Catholic 
Church, the appointment of openly gay Bishops in the Anglican Church, and the 
number of Evangelical Pastors who have had extra marital affairs and you can see 
what I mean! There is no denomination that hasn’t struggled with moral purity. 
  
Not to mention that within evangelical church memberships there is an increasing 
lackadaisical attitude to sex before marriage and even faithfulness within marriage! 
 
It used to be the ecumenical movement that encouraged us to water down the 
importance of doctrine, but today it’s a whole raft of new churches that have 
sprung up that give you the impression that it’s your own personal experience that 
matters more than what you claim to believe from the Bible! So you can see that 
both morally and doctrinally the church has never been in a greater mess! 
 
That’s why our ‘Lesson in Leadership’ today is ‘The Importance of Protecting 
the Purity of the Church.’ Paul teaches us first of all in these verses that this is… 
 
1. The Purpose of Pastoral Ministry (vs.1-2) 
 

‘I hope you will put up with a little of my foolishness;  
but you are already doing that. 

I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy.  

I promised you to one husband, to Christ,  
so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him.’ 

 
Our task is not just to preach the Gospel so as to bring people to salvation through 
faith in Christ, but also to see them press on to become more and more like Christ, 
so that one day they can stand perfect and pure before Christ.  
That is the purpose of ‘pastoral’ ministry. 
 
Notice how Paul viewed his work in this respect: 
 
(i) “I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy” (v.2a). 
 
The idea behind these verses is that of a father jealously protecting his daughter 
from all harm and danger, especially any moral danger, because he wants to keep 
her pure, so that he can proudly and unashamedly ‘give her away’ to her intended 
husband on the day of her marriage, as a bride that he will be well-pleased with. 
 
That might sound a bit old-fashioned in the world in which we live now, but it is still 
the desire of every loving parent’s heart - To protect their children from all harm. 
 
Notice Paul says “I am jealous for you” with a godly jealousy, not ‘jealous of you’ 
as that would be a worldly jealousy. He had a healthy concern for them in Corinth. 
 
(ii) “I promised you to one husband” (v.2b). 
 
Do you see what I’m saying? Paul saw the Church as a Bride betrothed to Christ. 
He saw his role as the spiritual father of the converts in Corinth to make sure they 
were ready to be united with Christ at His Return – ready to take their place at the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. There are many passages of Scripture that teach 
this idea of the Church as the Bride for Christ:  
 

(See Ephesians 5:22-27, Revelation 19:6-9, 21:1-2). 
 
So Paul had a godly jealousy for the Church, the Bride of Christ, in Corinth. 
He had promised her to one husband. Why? 
 
(iii) “…so that I might present you as a pure virgin to [Christ]” (v.2c). 
 
Paul is speaking here of the responsibility he felt as a Christian leader to strive to 
keep the Church he was responsible for, as pure as possible, so that he could one 
day hand her back to Christ unashamedly, and with a clear conscience. 
 
This was Paul’s goal, aim, and purpose as he worked with the Church in Corinth.  
 
And it should be the goal, aim and purpose of pastors today as well! 



Paul McAdam really impacted us last Sunday night talking about the need of the 
lost south of the border: 250,000 in Cavan, Monaghan and Louth outside of Christ.  
If you weren’t challenged by that throughout the week, there’s something wrong! 
 
But here’s something else that should concern Christian leaders – looking after 
existing believers, pastoring those who already know the Lord, but who are maybe 
not going on with the Lord right now. People who aren’t living pure and holy lives. 
People who should be getting ready to meet the Bridegroom, but they’re far from 
perfect, and far from ready! 
 
Why is that? Because… 
 
2. We have the Problem of the Devil (v.3) 
 
(We were looking at this very subject last Wednesday night in our Bible Study on 
what we believe about the devil, as far as our Statement of Faith is concerned). 
 
Remember the first Lesson in Leadership? Remember you’re in a Battle! (10:1-6) 
 
And we are. We’re in a Spiritual Battle for the souls of lost men and women. 
But we’re also in a spiritual battle as professing believers day in and day out. 
 
Pastors must stick to their high ideals as far as the purity of the church is 
concerned, even though that purpose is constantly being undermined by the 
Devil’s activities, in the spiritual battle for souls.  
 
(i) The Devil is cunning in his approach. (v.3b). 
 
Paul says in v.3,  

“But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, 
your minds may somehow be led astray from your 

sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” 
 
When the Devil is out to destroy and weaken the purity of a church, sometimes he 
may come with a full frontal attack, and it’s easy to recognise it for what it is. 
But more often than not, he comes slyly, subtly, creeping up from behind into 
people’s lives to trip them up and lead them astray. 
 
Notice… 
 
(ii) His aim is to deceive (v.3a) 
 
Just as he deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden. And how did he do that? 
  
(Well let’s read Genesis 3:1-7) 

1. By casting doubt upon God’s Word – on what God had actually said (v.1). 
2. By contradicting what God had said in His Word (v.4) 
3. By convincing Eve of the momentary benefits of disobeying God’s Word (v.5). 
4. And so he was able to deceive them and lead them astray from following God. 
 
Before they knew it, Adam and Eve were standing in shameful nakedness, and out 
of fellowship with God - their purity was gone! 
That’s how the devil still operates to destroy the purity of the lives of Christians, 
and the purity of a Church’s testimony, today! 
 
Why does the Devil do this? 
 
(iii) Because he cannot stand simple, single-minded, devotion to Christ as 
No.1 Lord and Saviour in someone’s life (v.3c) 
 
…And so he seeks to introduce rivals to Christ in our lives and in our churches. 
Someone that is more important to you than Christ? Something that’s become an 
idol in your life? What might that be? Someone more important than Jesus to you? 
 
I wonder is the Devil succeeding in doing that in your life at this very moment? 
I wonder is the Devil succeeding in doing that in our church at the moment? 
He tries to convince us that it’s out-of-date or old-fashioned to be really concerned 
about things like this?  
 
I tell you it is not out-of-date to teach that true Christians should control themselves 
and refrain from sex before marriage, or outside of marriage. It is right up-to-date!  
 
The AIDS scare wasn’t enough to put an end to promiscuity in the 1980s in our 
country, but the alarming increase in sexually transmitted diseases should make 
people think twice now in the 21st Century!  
 
It’s not just in Christian circles that the idea of keeping yourself for your life’s 
partner in marriage is being taken seriously – some complete atheists are 
beginning to see the wisdom of such teaching as well! 
 
And with the alarming statistic that 1 out of every 2 marriages now ends in divorce 
in the USA (i.e. half of all marriages contracted there end in divorce!) That doesn’t 
mean that marriage is old fashioned or out-of-date or should be consigned to the 
history books. It means that as a Christian church we should be teaching on these 
matters all the more, and preparing our young people for life-long marriage better 
than we do – and we do that not just by teaching on it, but by example, as well.  
 
If you think that anything that I am saying this morning is old-fashioned, or out-of-
date, then I’m sorry but you have been taken captive by the devil himself to believe 
his lies rather than God’s Word on these issues, as well. 



Now don’t get me wrong, it is one thing to raise the standards that we find in God’s 
Word as high as we possibly can, but at the very same time, we must always show 
grace to those who have fallen short of those standards. But I think from all that 
we’ve heard this morning, we should be able to see our need to strive to keep… 
 
3. The Purity of the Church (vs.2-4) 
 
But pure in what sense, you might ask? 
 
(i) Paul’s use of the term “Pure Virgin” in v.2 speaks of moral purity. 
 
The need for us as Christians, as I have been saying, to continue to swim against 
the tide of a godless, sex-mad, anything goes society! 
 
The need for us as a Church to continue to up-hold the ideals of celibacy outside 
of marriage, faithfulness within marriage, exclusive affection to your partner in 
marriage, and not flirting with anyone else outside of your marriage! 
 
More generally we should strive for purity in all our behaviour as Christians –  
to keep our own testimonies before the watching world pure and real. 
 
(ii) Paul’s use of the phrase “sincere and pure devotion to Christ” in v.3 also 
speaks of doctrinal purity. 
 
The NKJV puts it: “Not being corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” 
 
In other words this is talking about the need to stick to the simple straightforward, 
evangelical Gospel – That God is Holy. We are sinful. That Jesus Christ has come 
and died on the cross to deal with sin once and for all. And that we have no hope 
of getting right with God except through faith in Christ’s finished work on the cross 
alone. In other words the simple Gospel that the Apostles preached in the 1st 
Century and that the Reformers preached in the 16th Century, that Salvation is by 
faith alone in Christ alone, and all as a gift of God’s Grace alone, apart from works. 
 
(iii) Paul urges the Church at Corinth, and he urges our Church here in 
Armagh, not to put up with anything else (v.4) 
 
Another Jesus – other than the Jesus the Apostles preached  
– an all-sufficient Jesus.  
 
Another Spirit – other than the Spirit you received at conversion to Christ  
– an all-powerful indwelling Holy Spirit.  
 
Another Gospel – other than the one you accepted and that totally transformed 
your life when you first believed it – a life-transforming Gospel. 

Conclusion 
 
So don’t allow your attitudes or your behaviour to slip, now that you have been on 
the Christian pathway for some time – if you do, then you are, in effect, turning 
aside to another Gospel (faith without repentance), another Spirit (who is not the 
Holy Spirit) and another Jesus (who obviously doesn’t see sin as seriously as the 
Jesus who died on the cross 2000 years ago - who saw sin as such a serious thing 
that he suffered under its weight for three long hours in darkness, cut off from his 
Father in heaven – for you and for me.) 
 
If you are following this Jesus, indwelt by this Holy Spirit, and still believing this 
transforming Gospel, then don’t go soft on sin, instead let’s join together - 
leadership and membership - to strive for and to protect the purity of the church! 
 
May God help us to do so in the crazy mixed up world in which we live! Amen. 
 


