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Joshua 6:1-21 
“By faith the walls of Jericho fell” 

Introduction 
Last week, as we closed the chapter on our Centenary Year here in Armagh 
Baptist Church, I invited you to do three things, from the end of Joshua ch.5: 
 

1. Look Up! – To See Jesus – Your Commanding Officer (v.13) 
 

2. Fall Down! – In Worship – At the feet of Jesus, your Lord (v.14) 
 

3. Go Forward! – In Faith – as we enter into 2018 together (v.7). 
 
Well, this morning, a week later, we now have Jericho to face! And it may be that 
you’ll not be too far into this New Year until you have a few ‘Jerichos’ to face too? 
Maybe you’re already facing an insurmountable obstacle in your life right now? 
 
We all come across obstacles in the Christian life from time to time, which seem to 
prevent us from going forward with God – maybe into a deeper walk with God. 
These obstacles seem to halt us in our tracks at times. 
 
The Israelites were facing such an obstacle.  
It was Jericho, with its towering thick walls.  
Slap bang in the middle of the Plain of Jericho was this tremendous fortified city. 
It was blocking their way to the Promised Land, and all that God had for them. 
 
Did you know? 

- Jericho lays claim to being the world’s lowest city - located 670 feet 
below sea level in the Great Rift Valley that runs from Galilee (N) to the 
Dead Sea (S). Being a Rift Valley it’s an area that is prone to earthquakes. 

 
Jericho’s abundant water supply, favourable climate and geographic location 
made it a key site in ancient Canaan. Anyone who wanted to conquer the central 
hill country from the east, as the Bible describes Joshua and the Israelites doing, 
would first need to conquer Jericho. 
 
The archaeological evidence agrees with the Biblical narrative in so many ways: 
 
• The city was strongly fortified (Joshua 2:15, 6:5,20). 

A retaining wall – A rampart slope – and a red mud-brick wall at the top. 
 

• The attack occurred just after harvest time in the spring (Joshua 2:6, 3:15). 
There was so much grain found inside the city – stone jars full of it! 

• The inhabitants had no opportunity to flee with their foodstuffs (Joshua 6:1). 
They were still there, and so was the grain they’d just harvested. 
 

• The siege was short (Joshua 6:15). 
It only lasted a week. The grain inside was nowhere near used up. 
 

• The walls were levelled, by something like an earthquake? (See Joshua 6:20). 
The red-bricks from the wall at the top, ended up in a pile outside the  
retaining wall at the bottom, making it possible for people to run up into it. 
 

• The city was not plundered (Joshua 6:17-18). 
The grain was all still there. The people were told not to take anything! 
 

• The city was burned with fire (Joshua 6:24). 
  There was a metre-thick layer of ash found across the whole site. 
 
The evidence is all there to back up the Biblical account of the Fall of Jericho. 
The only issue that is still debated today is the date when it happened. 
Kathleen Kenyon, a British archaeologist, claimed it was around 1550 B.C., but… 
 
Around 1400 B.C. fits the Biblical description. Jericho lay in ruins for a period after 
this. It was only rebuilt in King Ahab’s time. The prophecy of Joshua 6:26 came 
true in 1 Kings 16:34, about 500 years later. So Jericho lay in ruins for 500 years. 
It was ‘devoted to destruction’ (v.17, 18, 21) as far as God was concerned.  
 
It had been a city given over to the worship of the Moon God. They were called to 
the worship of the True and Living God, but apart from Rahab and her family they 
refused, so they were given over by God to complete destruction instead. 
 
So now that we know this passage of Scripture can be trusted just like the rest of 
the Bible, what can we learn from this account? 
 
You may have heard the song sung by some school choir or other…  

‘Joshua fit the battle of Jericho, Jericho, Jericho, 
Joshua fit the battle of Jericho and the walls came tumbling down.’ 

 
But if you look at Joshua 6:2 you’ll discover that God gave Jericho into his hand. 
He didn’t have to fight for it. ‘I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and 
mighty men of valour.’ 
 
And if you turn over to the New Testament to Hebrews 11:30 you’ll discover that 
it’s not the faith of any one individual that brought the walls of Jericho down… 

‘By faith the walls of Jericho fell down,  
after they had been encircled for seven days.’ 



Up until that point in Hebrews 11, that great chapter of those who lived by faith, it 
was always an individual who lived by faith, or did some great exploit by faith, but 
this time no individual is mentioned, so it must refer to the faith of all the people. 
This time it’s ordinary people – God’s people – who are being commended for 
their faith. It was God’s People Going Forward in Faith (v.7) that saw the great 
obstacle of Jericho torn down out of their way, and the Promised Land opened up. 
 
Perhaps you have a personal Jericho this morning. Some personal hindrance 
keeping you from going on with God (a sin, an unsaved partner, an illness?) 
 
Perhaps we as a church – God’s people – are facing obstacles to us going forward 
as a church to all that God has for us in the year that lies ahead (apathy, coldness 
of heart, busyness, tiredness?) 
 
In Christian work generally, we often face obstacles to the Gospel. It’s the Devil 
and his strongholds that often get in our way:  
 

(Ephesians 6:12) 
‘For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.’  
 

(2 Corinthians 10:4-6) 
‘For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to 

destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised 
against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ.’ 

 
We too can overcome these strongholds ‘By Faith’! 
 

God was going to give the stronghold of Jericho into their hands – 
a gift to receive by faith; not a battle to struggle at themselves. 

 
God can deliver us from our strongholds too, if we are willing and ready to let Him 
do so – if we have faith in His ability to do it. 
 
So if it was ‘By faith [that] the walls of Jericho fell…’ (Heb.11:30) 
 
Let’s notice some things about the faith of these people. It involved: 
 
1. Expectancy - as far as God’s ability to do it was concerned (Heb.11:30) 
 
If it was ‘by faith’ then they expected it to happen. 
God had given them His promise in v.2 – ‘I have given Jericho into your hand.’ 
The people had simply to believe it. If God says he’s going to do it we can trust it. 

God had given his clear directions (vs.4-5) 
They were to walk around the City once a day for 6 days. 
Then on the seventh day they were to go around it 7 times. 
Then they were to blow the ram’s horns and the people were to shout. 
And the walls would fall down flat, so that they could all run up into the city. 
 
Strange though it seemed. Though it bore no logical connection with the outcome. 
Still the people must have believed God could do it. 
 
So as they set out in vs.6-7 they expected God to be able to give Jericho to them. 
 
We need to expect things in the Lord’s work; not just mosey on any old way. 
 
William Carey, the first Baptist missionary to India said,  
 

‘Expect great things from God; Attempt great things for God!’ 
 
If we believe our God is a great God, and our God is able to do great things, then 
we will expect great things from God, and so we will attempt great things for Him.  
 
But if our God is too small in our own eyes, and we don’t think he is alive and real 
and able to do all things, then we won’t expect much from him and we won’t 
attempt to do much for him either.  
 
Where are you at, in terms of Expectation, as we set out into 2018 together? 
 
Let’s continue to expect great things from God for Keady and Armagh this year, 
and so let us attempt great things together for God in these areas in days to come. 
 
2. Obedience - as far as God’s directions about it were concerned (Joshua 6) 
 
God had given clear directions as to what the people were to do (vs.8-10): 
 

- An armed guard of soldiers went in front 
- Seven priests blowing ram’s horns continually came next 
- The Ark of the Covenant – came next – God’s presence among them 
- An armed guard brought up the rear 
- Then all the people followed in silence 

 
So all of this went out of their camp at Gilgal, went around the City of Jericho 
once, and then returned to their camp again for the night. Then they got up early 
the next morning, and headed out to do it all over again. Then the same again the 
next day, and the fourth day, and the fifth day, and the sixth day. 
Then on the seventh day, they had to do seven circuits of the city. 13 altogether! 



Until in v.16 Joshua gave the command, the ram’s horns blew, and every set of 
lungs in Israel shouted! (…I don’t know whether it caused an earthquake or not…) 
But at that moment the walls of Jericho crumbled to the ground, and the people 
were able to go straight up into the city and take it. 
 
That’s how the walls of Jericho fell. It involved expectancy & it involved obedience 
 
But that’s not all they were to be obedient about. Two more things: 
 
1. They were to honour their promise to save Rahab and her family (vs.17-19) 
 
2. They were to keep themselves from everything that was meant for destruction. 
 
The amazing thing is that Rahab had put the scarlet cord in her window, and she 
had managed to get her family to gather in that room with her, in the midst of all 
the chaos – look what it says in v.23 about who was saved with her:  
Rahab, her father, her mother, her brothers and all who belonged to her. 
They brought all her relatives and put them outside the camp of Israel.  
And then they burned the city with fire, and everything else in it. 
 
Nobody in all of Jericho deserved to be saved! Nobody in all of Jericho deserved 
to be spared from the wrath of God coming against that wicked city, but you know 
what, not just one individual, but a whole family, a whole family circle, were saved! 

‘They brought all her relatives and put them outside the camp!’ 
That’s how much our God wants to save. That’s how much our God delights to 
show mercy. That’s how gracious is the God we serve. He’s not vindictive!  
He’s slow to anger and abounding in love and faithfulness! 
 
But as well as a God of salvation; He is also a God of Judgement – and it was 
God’s time to judge all the rest of Jericho that didn’t take that opportunity that was 
given to them to repent and respond. So everything else inside that city had to be 
put to the sword (v.21) and then set on fire (v.24). 
 
And that’s reality – ‘it is appointed unto man once to die and after this the 
judgement’ – physical death for the unconverted man or woman will be bad 
enough, but what will it be after death to face the judgement of a just and holy 
God, and then to be banished to the Lake of Fire for all eternity, a place of outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth! 
 
The Destruction of Jericho away back in the Old Testament tells us that our God is 
a God of Judgement, but the Salvation of Rahab and her whole family tells us that 
our God is a God who is willing and able and ready to save if only you turn to Him! 
 

It required Expectancy; It required Obedience – honouring their promise to save 
Rahab and her family, but also to not take any of the things in the city devoted to 
destruction. We’ll see what happens in ch.7 when someone gets that bit wrong! 
 
Each individual Israelite had to expect great things from God. 
Each individual Israelite had to obey the steps God had set out for them. 
 
As a company of God’s People, Israel had to have faith and Go Forward. 
As a company of God’s People, Israel had to obey their God fully. 
 
Is there some area of obedience you know you need to sort out, but haven’t done 
it yet? What is it? You need to trust and obey! 
 
By faith the walls of Jericho fell – it required expectancy. It required obedience… 
 
3. It required Silence in God’s Presence while performing it (v.10) 
 

‘Be still, and know that I am God’ (Psalm 46:10) 
 

Can you imagine walking around the bottom of the walls of Jericho with your 
family? Can you imagine the temptation to say ‘Are we there yet?’ from some of 
your little ones? Can you imagine the urge to question the wisdom of what you 
were doing? 
 
And yet every day for 6 days the people were to be silent as they trudged around 
the foot of the walls. (Read v.10) – not a shout, your voice wasn’t to be heard, not 
a word was to come out of your mouth – and then another 6 times round on the 
seventh day without saying a word – and then you can shout – ‘You shall SHOUT!’ 
 
It required silence in God’s Presence while performing it.  
How good are we at being silent in God’s presence? 
How good are we at getting out of the hustle and bustle of life to be still before 
God? We’re always rushing around, here, there and yonder. Time for everything. 
But no time for God! 
 
I hope you made it to some of the nights of prayer this past week? 
I have to be honest and say that I didn’t get to any of them, because I was in bed 
with the flu for those 3 days (Tues, Wed & Thurs) of last week.  
Thanks to all who were there, and for all your prayers, for me and for others, at the 
start of this New Year. But let’s use our prayer times to the full in the coming 
weeks of this year, to be still and to know that He is God! There is no other! 
 
If we’re going to expect God to work; if we’re going to be obedient to what he says 
to us; then we need to make sure we’re silent in His presence to hear from Him. 



So as we move forward into 2018 with God, we need Expectancy, we need 
Obedience, we need Silence in His Presence, but one more thing we need: 
 
4. Perseverance - when nothing seems to be happening! (vs.11-15) 
 
Can you imagine it? 
 
(v.11) First day, the whole procession head out of camp, round Jericho, back 
round to Gilgal, camp for the night – nothing happened. 
 
(v.14) Second day, third day, right through to the sixth day – still nothing! 
 
(v.15) Another 6, nearly 7, times round on the seventh day – and still nothing! 
 
Thirteen times round that City with your whole family at your feet, and nothing 
seems to be happening. A long, slow, plod, around a high, fortified city, you could 
have been tempted to ask ‘What’s the Point?’ ‘What’s this all about?’ ‘Are we 
mad?’ – but they kept on going… Do you sometimes think like that in church-life? 
 
Sometimes in church-life it can feel as if we’re just going round and round in 
circles. Is anything really happening? Are we really making any in-roads? Are we 
taking new ground? Are we seeing souls saved? People being baptised? New 
people added to membership? - Sometimes it feels like that, doesn’t it? 
 
But it’s only when you stop and look back you realise God is at work. 
I know of 4 people in the last 12 months who’ve trusted the Lord here! 

A child, a teenager, and a married couple. 
We saw 3 young people go through the waters of baptism early last year. 
We saw 3 new members added to the church, and 3 more coming in soon. 
God is at work. We’ve a lot to be thankful for. But sometimes it doesn’t feel like it! 
 
That’s when we need Perseverance, when nothing seems to be happening!   
 
Conclusion 
 
‘By faith…’ (the faith of ordinary people) …the walls of Jericho fell!’ 
 
Their obstacle was gone. Their stronghold was torn down. 
Their expectancy, obedience, stillness and perseverance was rewarded. 
 
And with the ruins of Jericho behind them, they could now go on to possess the 
Promised Land. 
 
Are the ruins of your obstacle behind you yet? Don’t let it defeat you! Let it go. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


