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Joshua 9:1-27 
“Have you ever been hoodwinked?” 

Introduction 
Have you ever been hoodwinked by somebody? Taken in, made a fool of? 
Because that’s what happens in our passage today. Joshua gets hoodwinked! 
 
We’re coming into a new section this morning… 
 
Look at vs.1-3 – it starts with those words: ‘As soon as all the kings who were 
beyond the Jordan in the hill country and in the lowland all along the coast… 
heard of this, they gathered together as one to fight against Joshua & Israel.’ 
 
Compare that to ch.5:1-3 – it also starts with those words: ‘As soon as all the 
kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan to the west, and all the 
kings of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard that the Lord had dried up 
the waters of the Jordan… their hearts melted and there was no longer any spirit 
in them because of the people of Israel.’ 
 
So this is the start of a new section. In ch.5 what the kings of the central part of 
Canaan had heard about the Lord and his victories, made their hearts melt in fear.  
But on this occasion in ch.9 what the kings of the coastal part of Canaan had 
heard about the Lord’s victories over Jericho and Ai, motivated them to join 
together and to fight as one against Joshua and Israel.  
 
In chapter 5 their hearts melted because of what they had heard about the Lord. 
In chapter 9 their hearts united because of what they had heard about the Lord – 
they united to try to defeat Israel together! 
 
1. Remember the Context of the Book (vs.1-3) 
 
Israel, under Joshua, is moving in to possess the land God has promised to them. 
Part of their task, under God, is to judge and destroy all the inhabitants of the land. 
This is God using Israel His People to judge and punish the wickedness of the 
Canaanite peoples.  
 
Already they have defeated Jericho and Ai – two key cities.  
 
They took Jericho at their first attempt because they followed God’s will exactly. 
They took Ai on the second attempt, because first time around they did it their 
way, not God’s way! And because, unknown to them, they were weakened 
because of sin in the camp - the sin of Achan, when he stole some costly items 
from the plunder of Jericho. 

Anyhow, Achan’s sin has now been dealt with. Ai has now been defeated. And 
Israel have just renewed their Covenant promises, obligations and commitments 
to God at a Covenant-Renewal Ceremony at Shechem, between Mount Ebal and 
Mount Gerizim (8:30-35). That’s what we looked at last time. 
 
Now part of what they promised there is important to notice before we move on 
into ch.9. Take a look at Deuteronomy 20:10-18… 
 
vs.10-15  - Applies to War with foreign countries once they had occupied  

the Land of Canaan. 
 

vs.16-18 - Clearly shows what they should do to the people living in the  
Land of Canaan. 

 
So the people of Israel have just had that read out to them at the Covenant 
Renewal Ceremony at Shechem, so they have just promised to obey these 
commands of the Lord.  
They have just accepted the consequences of blessings from the Lord if they 
obey His Word, and curses from the Lord if they disobey what He has said. 
 
Now in ch.9:1-3 the peoples of the coastal part of Canaan, set aside their own 
petty squabbles among each other, and they unite together to attack Israel, their 
common enemy. (Sometimes the world does that against God’s people!) 
 
However, one of these parties – the Gibeonites – people who lived in the City of 
Gibeon and around about it – part of the people group known as Hivites (v.2 & 7) 
they decided on their own plan. Knowing what Israel had done to Jericho and Ai, 
knowing that God was fighting for Israel, the Gibeonites feared for their lives. They 
knew they faced certain destruction, and so they came up with a cunning plan! 
 
2. Recognise the Craftiness of the Enemy (vs.3-13) 
 
The plan of the six kings in vs.1-2 is like the Devil attacking God’s People in a full-
frontal attack – like the roaring lion of 1 Peter 5:8.  
 

‘Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil  
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.’ 

 
Whereas the plan of the Gibeonites in vs.3-13 is like the Devil attacking God’s 
People in a much more subtle way – like the cunning serpent of Genesis 3:1 
 

 ‘Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field 
that the Lord God had made.’ 

 



As we will now see, when the Devil approaches like a roaring lion it is far easier to 
detect and face up to, but when he comes like a cunning serpent, it is much harder 
as individuals, or as a church, to detect it and deal with it. 
 
What was the cunning plan? (vs.3-6) 
 

 The Gibeonites were disguised as if they had travelled from a far away 
land, as if they had just been on a really long journey. 

 They went up to Joshua and said they had come from a distant country. 

 They asked if they could enter into a peace treaty together with Israel. 
 
This is where we need to remember that the Devil is a master of disguise –  
See 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 
 

13 ‘For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves  
as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself  

as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants, also,  
disguise themselves as servants of righteousness.’ 

 
(v.7) The men of Israel have their suspicions straight away, there’s just something 
not right about this group of people who have approached them out of the blue. 
And to their credit they remember that they shouldn’t make a treaty with people 
living nearby them in the Promised Land. But the charm offensive continues in… 
 
(v.8) ‘We are your servants’ – the Gibeonites say to Joshua. 
But Joshua is not convinced. He wants to find out more about them. 
‘Who are you, and where do you come from?’ he asks. 
 
In vs.9-13 the Gibeonites become much more subtle as they try to convince 
Joshua: 
 

 They say they have come because they have heard about the fame of 
Yahweh, the Lord their God. 
 

 They say they have heard about God’s Power being outpoured and 
demonstrated in the land of Egypt (40 years ago now!) and in the defeat of 
Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan (some months 
ago). But isn’t it interesting that they don’t say anything about Jericho or Ai 
– of what the Lord did there in recent weeks to defeat those cities! – That 
would have given away the secret that they lived nearby, not far away! 

 

 And finally they resort to down-right lies in vs.11-13. They lie about their 
long journey and they show their mouldy old bread, their cracked 

wineskins, and their worn out shoes and sandals that they have brought to 
try to convince Joshua & Co that they’ve been travelling for days! 

 
(Obviously they didn’t go to the same sandal-makers as Israel, because 
they had travelled for 40 years through a desert and they never wore out!) 

 
So their story bears all the hallmarks of the Devil: 
 
- Cunning Craftiness   - Masquerading Disguise    - Down-right lies & deceit 
 
As Jesus said in John 8:44-45… 
 

44 ‘You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. 
He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because 

there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is 
a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me.’ 

 
It’s so easy to lie, but it’s so hard to see through a lie, sometimes, isn’t it? 

And when the truth comes out, you feel so gullible, that you’ve been taken in! 
 

But, yet again, there was something Joshua and the Israelites could have done, 
that they didn’t do. Yet again, we have to learn the lesson… 
 
3. Remember to Enquire of the Lord (vs.14ff) 
 
Verse 14 is a key verse in this story… 
 

 The men of Israel sampled their provisions – so they judged by their own 
senses and by outward appearance alone. 

 But they did not enquire of the Lord – and here we see Israel making the 
same mistake with the Gibeonites as they had made with Ai (ch.7:1-4). 

 
They trusted their own judgement. They made up their own minds.  
But they never sought the Lord, or talked to Him in prayer, or sought His advice. 
Don’t we have an illustration here again of Proverbs 3:5-6? 
 

‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge him, 
and He will make straight your paths.’ 

 
But aren’t we so often just like Israel? We make up our own minds on something, 
we rush headlong into something, and only as a last resort do we think about 
praying to God about it! 



So unwittingly in ch.9:15 Joshua actually breaks the promises he had just made 
to God in the previous chapter, at the renewal of the covenant ceremony! 
He makes a treaty with a near neighbour in the Promised Land, that he should not 
have made! He makes a mistake, because he failed to talk to the Lord about it! 
 
4. But once the mistake is made, he can’t go back on it, he has to live with it! 
 
(v.15) – The leaders of Israel ratified this treaty with the Gibeonites with an oath.  

They made a promise that they couldn’t break – and God’s people should 
not break their promises! 

 
(v.16) – Three days later the whole truth comes out: Gibeonites were neighbours! 
 

(v.17) – The Israelites head out to their cities – Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth and  
Kiriath Jearim. But they couldn’t attack them (v.18).  
They couldn’t do anything to them – because they had promised! 
 

And the people of Israel start to grumble against Joshua and their leaders. 
I think I said one time in a previous sermon, that I didn’t think the people ever 
grumbled against Joshua, in the same way that they constantly grumbled against 
Moses. Well, I was wrong – here’s one example of them grumbling against their 
leader. But they had all been taken in - not just Joshua! 
 
(vs.19-21) – The had to keep their promise – but they made it work for them,  

not against them! 
 
The devil was behind this deception, and they knew that the devil finds work for 
idle hands, so they made sure the Gibeonites living among them would never be 
idle! So they gave them plenty of work to do (v.21) – they would be wood-cutters 
and water-carriers for Israel from that day forward.  
 
Later on in Israel’s history their work would involve carrying wood and water for 
the sacrifices in the Temple Worship of the Living God – and some of them 
seemed to turn to the Lord in genuine faith as a result!  
 
In Ezra 2:43 & 58 some of them returned as ‘temple servants’ after the exile, still 
happy to be part of God’s People. Which brings us to the final section of ch.9, 
which is very interesting… 
 
5. Joshua Saves the Gibeonites (vs.22-26) 

…in much the same way as he saved Rahab, the prostitute! 
 

(i) He confronts them with their sin (vs.22-23) 
 

(ii) They answer with their testimony (vs.24-25) 
 

- Realising they were under the judgement of God 
- And about to face the wrath of God 
- They feared for their lives (v.24) 
- They placed themselves in the hands of Joshua, seeking for mercy (v.25) 

 
Remember Joshua (OT) = Jesus (NT) = Joshua/Jesus = Saviour 

 
All men and women today are under the judgement of God, because of their sins. 
 
If they continue as they are they will certainly face the wrath of God in punishment 
for their sins. 
 
Realising this, they should fear for their lives, realise the seriousness of the 
situation they are in… 
 
…And flee to Jesus! Place their lives in his hands, seeking his mercy, as their only 
hope of salvation and escape. 
 
(iii) And if they do, what do they find? (v.26) 
 

- ‘So Joshua saved them’ (NIV) and ‘did not kill them.’ (NIV/ESV) 
 

- Jesus will save us and spare our lives and give us eternal life today! 
 

- And they enter gladly into the service of the King of kings in appreciation 
for his grace, mercy and salvation (v.27) – (serving the congregation!) 

 
Matt 1:21 – ‘Call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 
 
John 6:37 – ‘Whoever comes to me, I will never cast out!’ 
 
If you want to know peace with God, if you want to escape God’s wrath for your 
sins, it depends entirely on you fleeing to Christ and trusting in Jesus, as your only 
hope of salvation, as the only way you can obtain mercy. 
 
It’s for anyone, even for the Gibeonites – despite all their deceitfulness  
 
(cf Rahab – remember she told lies about the spies! But she still got saved…) 
 
It’s for you – no matter who you are – no matter what you’ve done. Flee to Christ! 
 

He will save you. If you come to Him, He will never cast you out! 


