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Great Gospel Texts 

(Romans 5:1-11) 
“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,  

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

Introduction 
Last time we looked at Romans 3:23-24 as our Great Gospel Text. 
 

‘For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified 
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.’ 

 
So we got the bad news, loud and clear, that we have all, every single one of us, 
fallen short of the glory of God. We have all fallen short of God’s perfect standard. 
That standard was revealed in the Law of the Old Testament, it was revealed in 
the Glory of God that appeared to Moses on top of Mount Sinai, it was revealed in 
so many ways over and over again that God was holy, and we were sinful. 
 
And then, finally, it was revealed in the perfect holiness of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, when He came in the flesh, and lived and walked among men. He 
never once sinned in thought, word or deed. He always did what was right. He 
always kept the Law, he always pleased His heavenly Father. Jesus was God 
come in the flesh. He was perfect in every way, He never fell short of the glory of 
God.  
 
That’s why we can be justified, we can be made right with God, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Because of the price that Jesus paid for our 
sins on the cross, when he shed his precious blood, we can be made right with 
God. How? 
 
Well that Great Gospel Text that we looked at last time told us. 
We can be justified by his grace, as a gift. 
We can be justified freely by his grace. 
It’s not something that we have to work for, or earn, or merit, or strive for. We can 
be made right with God, simply by receiving the gift of grace that he offers to each 
one of us. We just need to reach out and take it. 
 
And when we do, believe with all our hearts that it’s ours. Be sure we’re saved. 
 
Romans ch.4 ends by telling us not to “waiver through unbelief” (v.20), but to be 
“fully convinced” in our own hearts (v.21) that God has saved us, and that He has 
credited the perfect righteousness of his Son, Jesus to our personal account.  
 
If He has saved us, then we’ve nothing to fear, today, or ever!  
 
As it says in Romans 8:37-39:  
 
Nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

So in Romans ch.3 God’s Remedy was Defined.  
  In ch.4 God’s Remedy was Defended, and now 
  In ch.5 Paul shows us that God’s Remedy is Definite!  
 
Not only does he deal with how we can be justified by faith, but he wants us to 
know how we can be sure that we are justified by faith in God’s sight.  
 
Romans 5:1-11 begins with a Great Gospel Text, that is just full of 
confidence – (Romans 5:1) 

 
“Therefore, since we have been justified by FAITH, 

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ!” 
 
The word ‘justified’ here – “we have been justified” – is in the past tense in our 
Bibles.  In the original Greek it is in the aorist tense – which speaks of a once of, 
completed action in the past. That, very simply, is why we can be so sure of our 
justification.  
 
You see, justification is not a process. It is not something we have to wait for.   
It is something that happens to us in a moment, because it is an act of God!  
It is an act of God’s grace in our lives at the moment that we put our trust in Christ.  
 
You see justification is what happens to us the moment we believe or have FAITH.  
It is the conversion experience. It is what happens to us when we are born again. 
It is a one-off experience that happens to us in a moment. 
 
It happened to me when I was just a boy of 7. My brother had got saved about a 
year before me. It was the 1

st
 January 1974. It was getting late. We were in our 

beds. I was on the top bunk in the back bedroom in our home in Cookstown.  
I remember my mum coming in to tell us to get to sleep because it was 10 o’clock. 
I had just asked my brother how he got saved, so I asked my mum the same 
question. She just told me to pray thanking Jesus for dying for my sins on the 
cross. Ask him to come into my life, and forgive me for everything I had done 
wrong. Ask him to come into my heart, take away my sin, and help me to live for 
him. As soon as she went out of the room, I prayed that prayer. It was as vivid and 
clear. And I can still remember the peace and joy flooding into my heart, and I 
knew from that moment onwards that I was saved, and I have never doubted it 
since. It happened in a moment. I was made right with God. I was justified by faith. 
 

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ!” 

 
But because of that moment, because of that event in my life, a lot of good things 
flow from that experience.  
 
Paul lists some of them for us here in these verses.  
Because we have been justified by faith, by putting our trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, what do we have? 



1. We have PEACE with God! (v.1) 
 

Back in Romans 1:18 we were told that we were under the wrath of God because 
of our sins. God was angry with us. We were under condemnation. He was against 
us, and we were his enemies.  
 

‘For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.’ 

 
We were under God’s wrath. We were facing God’s wrath. That was our future! 
 
But now we are at peace with God! That means true peace and lasting peace.  
It’s not the “imperfect peace” we hear so much about these days. It’s real peace.  
 
Peace with God, gives us peace in our hearts, it gives us peace of mind, and it 
gives us peace with ourselves, so that we can begin with God’s help to build 
peace with our fellow man.  
 
It was St. Augustine, a man who ran after all the pleasures this world could offer in 
his unsaved days, who said:   
 

“Thou hast made us for Thyself and our hearts are restless,                         
(or dissatisfied) 

 until they rest (or find peace) in Thee!” 
 

He was speaking from personal experience. He had run after wine, women and 
song, he had looked for love in all the wrong places. He was looking for peace, but 
he didn’t know, until he found God, or until God found him. His heart was restless 
until he found true rest in God. 
 
Can I ask you tonight, do you have peace with God? Are you a restless kind of 
person? Are you always anxious, worried about all kinds of things? Are you 
looking for love, looking for peace, in all the wrong places. Come and find rest in 
God. Come and find true peace with God, through simple faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
So the first and most important thing we have by faith: is peace with God.   
 
Secondly: 
 

2. We have gained access into this GRACE in which we stand (v.2a) 
 

Notice from this Great Gospel Text in Romans 5:2, that we now stand in grace,  
not under law. That is our standing now – not when we get to heaven – it’s now! 
We are standing in Grace! 
 
We have gained access into this grace in which we now stand – we have the right 
to approach the King, through the favour of another.  

Do you remember the story of Esther in the Old Testament. How she wasn’t 
allowed to approach the King, even though she was married to him. He was such 
an absolute despotic ruler in those days, that nobody could stand in his presence, 
not even his wife, unless he sent for her. When she did decide to approach the 
king off her own bat, she did so in fear of her life. Literally he could have shouted 
‘off with her head’ and that was it! But because she feared for the future of her own 
people the Jews, she took her life in her hand, and she approached the king, and 
he granted her favour, he granted her grace. It wasn’t a case of ‘off with her head’ 
– she was allowed to approach the king through the favour of another. 
 
And that is true of us today. If we’re saved, if we’re justified, if we have faith in 
Christ, if we’re forgiven, then we have the right to approach the King through the 
favour of another. Through what Christ has done for us on the cross. 
 

‘Through Him we have also obtained access into this Grace in which we stand’ 

 
For the Jew this meant they could now come within the veil (Luke 23:45) that 
symbolically separated them from God in the Temple.  
 
For the Gentile this meant that they could now come past the dividing wall of 
hostility (Ephesians 2:14) that kept them in the outer court of the Temple. 
 
Now both of us (Jew and Gentile alike) through Christ have gained access by 
grace right into the very presence and holiness of God! (See Ephesians 2:18-19). 
 
We have Peace with God, we have gained access into this Grace in which we now 
stand, and thirdly… 
 

3. We rejoice in the HOPE of the glory of God (v.2b) 
 

Peace with God – takes care of our past sins.  
Access to God – takes care of our present needs.  
But we also have hope for the future – that hope is the certainty of seeing the 
glory of God – whereas before we fell short of the glory of God because of our sin! 
(Romans 3:23).  
 
Now we have peace with God, we have access to God, and we have the hope of 
one day seeing God face to face in all his glory!  
 
I love that verse in Romans 15:13 where Paul prays at the end of this argument: 
 

‘May the God of HOPE fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in HOPE.’ 

 
The NIV talks about us overflowing with hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
We live in a hopeless world, don’t we? There is such a lack of hope all around us. 
 
I wonder did you see the Nolan TV Show late on Wednesday night.  



There was a woman on being interviewed who had lost 3 of her sons to suicide! 
To lose one would be devastating, but to lose 3 is unbelievable.  
And she said that the third son who took his own life, just couldn’t go on, because 
he had lost 7 of his young friends to suicide as well as his 2 brothers! 
 
I just can’t get my head around that! How one young man can lose 7 of his friends 
and 2 of his brothers to suicide. They have all taken their own lives! 
 
What kind of world do we live in, that all those young people can’t see any way 
through, that young people can’t have any hope for the future? 
 
They certainly must be looking for it in all the wrong places!  

Our hearts are restless until they rest in God! 
That’s the only one who can give us hope for the future, the hope of one day 
seeing the glory of God, not falling short of it. 
 
We rejoice in the Hope of the Glory of God. It brings real joy to our hearts!    
 
So much so, that... 
 

4. We can also REJOICE in our Sufferings (v.3) 
 

Don’t get me wrong, being saved / being justified does not in any way mean that 
all our problems will go away. But being saved does give us a whole new 
perspective on our difficulties, or suffering.  
 
See John 16:33 –  

‘I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.  
In the world you will have tribulation.  

But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
 
Jesus never promised us anything else – but tribulation!  
He never promised us a rose garden. 
 
We are taught in God’s Word, that suffering has a purpose, for the Christian (3-4). 
And through it all, God wants to continually assure us that he loves us (v.5-8)  
And that we have nothing to fear from Him! (vs.9-10)  
Through faith in Jesus Christ we have already been reconciled to God! (v.11) 
 
So from the first part of this chapter, we discover that we have 4 things: 
 

Peace with God, by faith. 
Access to God, through grace. 
The hope of one day being with God, in His glorious presence. 

And in the meantime, the amazing ability to rejoice in our sufferings for Christ. 
 
If you know nothing of this, come to Christ tonight, and find out all about it! 


