
Let me just highlight a few phrases that tie this whole chapter together for us: 
 

In ch.8:1 – There is No Condemnation if we are “in Christ.”  
It follows then in vs.31-32 – that there is No real Opposition if we are “in 
Christ” – It says clearly there: “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  
It follows then from that in vs.33-34 – that there is No real Accusation that 
can be levelled against us –  

“If God has justified us, not even the Devil can accuse us!” 
(See also Rev.12:10). 

He will try to, and he does from time to time, but the point is that if it is God 
who has justified us, then He has taken our sin away; He no longer counts it 
against us; so the devil must be silent!  
He can’t bring up any charges against us that God has already thrown out! 

 
And then, if the Son of God (v.34) and the Spirit of God (vs.26-27) are interceding 
personally for us, then we don’t need anyone or anything else! 
“In Christ” we have all that we need, not only to save us, but also to assure us. 
 
For example, He is there for us… 

Whenever we sin    – 1 John 1:9-2:2.  
Whenever we are weak     – Hebrews 4:14-16.  
Whenever we are in the heat of the Battle  – Luke 22:31-32.  
In fact, He’s always there for us    – Hebrews 7:25.  

 
Because:  
vs.35-39 – there can be No Separation – Not even death itself can separate us 
from God! (cf. Isaiah 43:1-5a). 

 
Conclusion 
 
That’s why we can be saved and absolutely sure of it!  
Because it all depends on God, not us! 
 
“Salvation is of the Lord,” from beginning to end! (Jonah 2:9). 
 
That’s why all the glory for our salvation must go to him, not to us! (Eph 2:8-9). 
 
Something to think about as I close: If God has saved us, and given us eternal life 
as a present possession, then how could He ever take it away from us?  
If he did, then it would never have been eternal life in the first place!  
(John 5:24).  
 
If we have ever been truly saved, if we have ever truly possessed eternal life, then 
we can never be lost. God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  
So I hope each one of you has put your faith and trust in Him. Amen. 
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“Saved and Sure – No matter what!” 
Introduction 
In this final section of Romans ch.8 Paul spells out for us just how sure and certain 
we can be that we are saved, that we are justified, and right with God, and that 
nothing and no-one can ever take all this away from us.  
In short, if you’re saved by God’s grace, you’re saved for all eternity!  
If you’re truly saved, you can never then be lost.  
If you’re saved, you should be sure of it. 
 
But why can we be so sure? Notice: 
 
1. GOD’S ULTIMATE PURPOSE (vs.28-30) 

 
Some time ago I read a book called “The Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren. 
I’m sure some of you have heard of it. I recommend it. He also wrote the book 
“The Purpose Driven Church” which certainly challenges our ideas about 
church life and where we’re going, but not all of it is transportable into our 
culture, I don’t believe.  
But “The Purpose Driven Life” is applicable to the life of every single Christian 
worldwide, because he simply takes the principles of Scripture and applies 
them to our lives. 
He has a chapter that is very helpful on understanding what God’s ultimate 
purpose is for each one of our lives. Why he made us, why he called us, why 
he saved us. It ties in very well with Romans 8:28-30.  
Look at this for a moment: 
(v.28) God works in our lives according to “His Purpose”.  
But what is His purpose or goal for us? 
Verse 28 also tells us that He works for “our good”.  
But what is this good? 
(v.30) “He also glorified” –  
God’s ultimate purpose for those he saves is to glorify us.  
 
But what does that mean? 
It means as v.29 says “to be conformed to the likeness of His Son.”  
To be glorified, is to be made into the likeness of God’s Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
God’s ultimate purpose for each one of us is for us to be like Him. 
This is the “good” that God wants to produce in us – this is His ultimate 
purpose for our lives. Other Scriptures bear this out:  
(See Philippians 3:21, 1 John 3:2, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Heb.2:9-11.) 
 
Do you see a deeper meaning then in Romans 8:28? 



All things work together in our lives towards this ultimate goal / for our ultimate 
good – that of making us more and more like Jesus Christ.  
i.e. To bring us to spiritual maturity, and to build Christian character in us.  
In other words this means that the good events and the difficult times all have 
their purpose – they are all part of God’s refining process. (See 1 Peter 1:3-9). 
 
So God’s ultimate purpose for those he saves is to glorify us with His Son, 
Jesus Christ. And all the experiences in our lives as Christians, God allows, 
and works together, to that end. 
 

2. GOD’S SAVING PROCESS (vs.29-30) 
 
Here I’m contradicting myself. When we looked at Romans 5:1 a few weeks 
ago, I said that “Salvation is not a process, it’s an instant experience.” And 
from our point of view, from our side of the coin, salvation is an instant event. 
(e.g. Acts 20:21) 

 “Repentance from Sin, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
But actually that is only our human response to God’s master-plan of salvation. 
In Rom.8:29-30 we have God’s Master Plan of Salvation outlined for us – His 
side of the coin! God’s Plan to save us began in eternity past, it continued 
throughout the Old & New Testaments, and it will be completed in eternity to 
come! 
 
Salvation from God’s point of view is an unbroken chain of events.  
The five events are listed in vs.29-30.  
The words “He also” act like the links in the unbroken chain. 
 
1. FOREKNEW – God knew He was going to build a church even in eternity 

past (Matt.16:18). His Church = people (living stones) – those who put 
their faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. The idea of God’s 
Foreknowledge is like the Architect drawing the plans (1 Peter 2:4-10). 
God planned our salvation in eternity past – He planned to save us 
personally away back then! (1 Peter 1:1-2. Jeremiah 1:5). 

 
2. PREDESTINED - This is the stones being chosen, selected, marked out, 

set aside to be placed into this building – His Church. Just as the builder 
chooses his materials, God the great Master-Builder chose you and me 
individually. Not because of anything good in us, but because of his grace. 
(1 Peter 2:4,9) (N.B. We are chosen for a purpose: Rom. 8:29 chosen to 
become like Jesus. In Ephesians 1:4-5 we are chosen to become part of 
the Family of God.) 

 
3. CALLED – This happens not in eternity past, but in time.  

We are called by the preaching of the Gospel (ch.10:14). And we are 
called inwardly by the prompting and convicting of God’s Holy Spirit 

showing us our sin and our need to be saved through faith in Jesus. 
(2Thess. 2:13-15, 1Thess. 1:4-7). 

 
4. JUSTIFIED – When we respond to the call of God on our lives, then God 

justifies us by His grace. (i.e. when we put our faith in Christ and His work 
for us on the cross.)  
 
This has been Paul’s subject for the last 8 chapters now –  
Justification by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.  
(We looked at this in Romans 3:23-24. Romans 5:1 & Romans 8:1) 

 This is the moment that we are made right with God – “We are saved.” 
 

5. GLORIFIED – But there’s one more link in the chain – just as certain, even 
though it is still future. Paul is so sure of this that he actually puts this word 
in the past tense too, even though it refers to a future event! No-one, 
whom God has planned to save and chosen to save; no-one that God has 
called and justified; will ever lose out on being glorified – It’s an unbroken 
chain of events – Our glorification is certain (Rom.5:1-2. Rom.8:18, 2 
Cor.4:17). N.B. Our glory is as certain as our calling. 

 
3. GOD’S CERTAIN PROTECTION (vs.31-39) (of those who are saved) 

 
We have been looking at Romans ch.8 in three sections, because there is so much 
in it. But as we close we need to see the chapter as a whole.   
 
This chapter has been all about being saved, and being sure of that salvation.  
 
The first section dealt with the fact that we are saved and sure, because the Spirit 
says so (v.16).  
 
The middle section taught us that we can still be saved and sure despite the 
suffering that we are often called to go through (vs.18-28).  
 
And the final section has shown us that we can be saved and sure – no matter 
what happens, no matter what comes our way.  
 
Our assurance should not be up-set by the happenings of life.  
 
If we are relying on our feelings about being saved, then we will be up-set by the 
things that happen to us through our lives, maybe so much so that we go off the 
rails spiritually, but if we are relying not on our feelings but on the clear teaching of 
God’s Word – on His objective truth – then we can hold on to this no matter what 
storm comes our way. In fact it’s in the storms of life that we can experience God’s 
assurance the most – if we are depending by faith on God’s Word, not on our 
feelings or experiences. 


