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Joshua 24:1-33 
“Choose you this day whom you will serve?” 

Introduction 
This morning we come to the last chapter of Joshua.  
And we come to a well-known verse (v.15).  

‘Choose you this day whom you will serve… 
… But as for me and my house,  

We will serve the LORD!’ 
 

This is Joshua’s last challenge. But I’m sure you’ll agree the whole book of Joshua 
has been a tremendous challenge to us all. It’s an example of what God can 
accomplish when His people follow Him wholeheartedly. When they step out in 
faith, believing God is with them. Well, now in chapter 24 Joshua is about to die at 
the age of 110 (v.29). That’s the same age as the two oldest men currently living in 
the UK! Alf Smith from Perth, in Scotland, and Bob Pitts from Hampshire, in 
England, both turned 110 on 29

th
 March this year. It’s the same age that Joseph 

was when he died in Egypt at the end of the Book of Genesis.  
 
(N.B. It’s interesting we have a reference to his bones being buried at Shechem in 
Joshua 24:32. It makes the link between leaving the land of Egypt at the end of 
Genesis to finally being settled in the Promised Land at the end of the Book of 
Joshua.) 
 
As I said before, the Book of Joshua ends with 3 sermons given by Joshua to 3 
different groups of people, before he dies and leaves the leadership to the elders 
of Israel. 
 
Ch.22 – was a speech given by Joshua to the 2½ tribes before they returned 
home to live on the Eastern side of the Jordan River in their allotted inheritance. 
 
Ch.23 – was a speech given by Joshua to the elders of Israel. He’s reminding 
them of their responsibility to try to keep Israel faithful to the LORD in the years 
that would lie ahead after he was no longer around to lead them. 
 
He told them to Cling to the Lord (v.8) to Love the Lord (v.11) and to be Faithful to 
the Lord (vs.12-13). 
 
Ch.24 – Is a speech given by Joshua to all the people of Israel before he dies.  
It’s a speech in which he urges them to throw away their false gods, idols and 
images to worship the Living and True God – A speech in which he would say: 
 
‘Choose you this day whom you will serve…but as for me and my house we 
will serve the LORD!’ – So that’s how we’re going to finish this series today. 

Joshua has called the Nation together for one last time (vs.1-2a). He is concerned 
that after he is gone, and they’ve all settled down in their own plots of land, and life 
is going OK, will they still remain faithful to the Lord, or will they start to slip away? 
 
So here in ch.24 Joshua gives his final challenge. He reminds us of… 
 
1. The God We Serve (vs.1-13) 
 
Notice in these verses it is as if God is speaking Himself. It’s all in the first person:  
‘I’ is mentioned 18 times! Joshua is reminding the people of all that God has done 
for them. It’s a case of ‘To God be the Glory for the things He has done!’ 
 
What God has done for his people is broken up into 4 sections that remind us of  
4 aspects of God’s character: 
 
(i) As the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – He is the God who Chooses – 
Purely out of His Grace – not because we deserve it (vs.2-4) 
 
(ii) As the God of the Hebrews in Egypt – He is the God who Redeems –  
He sent Moses and Aaron; He afflicted the Egyptians; He brought them out (v.5-7) 
 
(iii) As the God of the Israelites in the Desert – He is the God who is Faithful –  

‘And you lived in the wilderness a long time’ (v.7). 
This was their own fault – due to their own disobedience! 
But eventually after 40 years of wandering, God brought them into East Jordan. 
God was faithful to them. He gave the Amorites into their hands. 
He refused to let Balaam put a curse on the Israelites. (Sent by King Balak of 
Moab). Every time he opened his mouth to curse; a blessing came out instead! 
God was faithful and delivered them out of their hands (vs.8-10). 
 
(iv) As the God of Joshua and the Conquest – He is the God who Blesses –  
He gave all the enemies in the Land into their hands. God did it!  
It wasn’t their own strength that won the victories.  
So God gave them a land, cities, vineyards, olive groves, etc. (vs.11-13) 
He’s a God who blesses abundantly, above all that we can ask or think! (Eph.3:20) 
 
(v) And over-arching all this we see He is a God who is constantly working His 
purposes out through His People, in His World, through all the ups and downs of 
life – He is a Sovereign God! (Romans 8:28). 
 
That’s the God Joshua served; And that’s the God we serve!  
 
- Or do we? 
 
Because, secondly, I want you to notice… 



2. The Challenge He Sets (vs.14-15) 
 
In the light of what God had done for Israel, and in the light of what God has done 
for us, Joshua challenges us, by saying… 

‘Now fear the LORD, and serve Him with all faithfulness!’ 
 

He is challenging the people to make a definite choice: 
 

 At first sight (v.14) it seems a very simple choice to make, especially in the 
light of all that God had already done for them…  

 
God OR Idols – which is it going to be? 

 
Abram was called to leave behind the gods of Ur & Haran, beyond the Euphrates. 
The Hebrews were called to leave behind the idols of Egypt beyond the Red Sea. 
The Israelites are told to reject the gods of the Amorites beyond the River Jordan. 
(vs.15-17) - The whole matter should have been settled a long time ago! 
 

 But there has been double-mindedness and half-heartedness for too long! 
 
It seems as if some of them have been serving God openly, but serving idols 
secretly, for some time now (vs.14-15a). They’ve been living a double life! 
 

 But now Joshua was calling for total commitment to God. 

 The problem was Joshua knew that the people weren’t up to it!  
 

(Read vs.19-20) 
 
Joshua had known these people now for up to 70 years, by this stage! 
He knew what they were like! - How fickle, how unreliable they were! 
 

 In v.23 he calls them to get rid of their idols. 
But there is no record that they did it. 

Some years earlier at the same spot in Genesis 35:1-4 Jacob had told his family to 
get rid of their idols and images, and they buried their gods. 

 

 But here in Joshua ch.24, they don’t bury them. 
And look what happens in Judges 2:6-13, just 2 pages later in our Bibles! 
The next generation went back to idolatry! 
 

 In Ephesus, in Acts 19:18-20, some people had to burn the relics of their 
past. That’s true repentance! 

 

 Three times the people said they would follow the LORD (vs.18, 21 & 24). 
But they didn’t do anything about their past. 

They were witnesses against themselves (v.22). 
 
So in the closing chapter of this book, we have seen Joshua reminding the people 
of The God we Serve, and we’ve seen The Challenge he Set. But thirdly notice: 
 
3. The Example He Showed (v.15 & 27) 
 
(i) He set an example as an Individual – ‘As for me…’ (v.15) 
 
Regardless of anybody else, even if nobody else did, Joshua was going to follow 
the LORD 100% - Are you ready for that kind of commitment? 
 
(ii) He set an example as a Father – ‘…And my household’ (v.15) 
 
Not only was Joshua going to follow the LORD, regardless, He was going to lead 
his family to walk with the LORD, too. His good example, his setting of standards 
began at home. (I can’t help but think of Daniel McArthur of Ashers & their appeal). 
 
(iii) Joshua was going to set an example as a Leader – In terms of 
accountability to his people (v.27) 
 
Once again Joshua sets up a stone, as a witness against himself and the people 
that they had all promised to follow the LORD that day. 
 
In 10 years time, in 20 years time, in 50 years time, who would still be following the 
Lord and serving Him wholeheartedly? - This stone was for accountability. 
 
But how do we apply this passage today? 
 
Well, I have to admit that I’ve preached on this passage a few times before: 
Once in a Bible Study in Cavan, Once at an Open Air in Castlearchdale, Co 
Fermanagh, and believe it or not, once at a Wedding – Barrie & Jeanette Clingen. 
 
It’s right to apply this verse to a whole church – in the context of a Bible Study. 
It’s right to apply this verse evangelistically – to the unsaved: ‘Choose this day..!’ 
It’s right to apply this to a young couple setting out on married life. 
 
Barrie & Jeanette had both trusted Christ as their Saviour in their childhood years. 
Now they were in their Twenties. It was 1995. They had worked hard. They were 
about to set-up home together. And they were building a house for themselves. 
  
So I reminded them of that passage in Deuteronomy 8:10-14 & 17-18a. 
And then I told them that they had: 
 
1. A Decision to Make (‘Choose’) – But they had already made their choice…  



They had trusted Christ as Saviour in their childhood years. A good decision! 
 
2. A Commitment to Renew (‘Choose you this day’) – on their wedding day. 
No better day for a couple to decide together, very publicly, that they’re going to 
follow the Lord in their married life, even more than they’ve done as single people. 
 
3. An Example to Set (‘But as for me, and my house, we will serve the Lord’) 
 
I reminded Barrie that as a husband, he was to take the lead in his household, 
under God, to lead, and guide and bless his wife, as he loved her, and took care of 
her in every way. 
 
That when he would become a father (and God has now blessed them with four 
daughters) that he would continue to set them an example – ‘as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.’ None of us can guarantee how our children will turn 
out, but we can and should set them a godly example.  
 
And regardless what the rest of the world does, regardless of the pressures that 
are brought to bear on us by the world around, by the changing fads of society all 
around us, we will serve the Lord. 
 
Praise God, Barrie & Jeanette, heeded that sermon on their wedding day: 
They had made their decision to follow Christ as children. 
They renewed their commitment to follow Christ as a married couple. 
They have continued to set an example to their family ever since, and they’re 
serving the Lord to this day as Barrie is now the pastor of Crumlin Baptist Church. 
 
Fathers, please don’t hesitate to set the example in your homes, for your wife and 
family to follow. If we don’t do it, somebody else will. Don’t leave it all to your wife. 
And certainly don’t leave it to the world to set the example for your home and 
family life - because it’s going from bad to worse! 
 
Fathers, and mothers, you call the shots for your family as far as your walk with 
God is concerned, not the other way around. Start when they’re small, but don’t 
stop when they get up a bit. And particularly in the teenage years, set some 
standards and ask your children to follow you. There’ll be a few niggles along the 
way, but at least set the course, and hopefully one day they’ll follow you, as they 
see the reality worked out in your own life. But if you’re half-hearted about spiritual 
things, more concerned about material things, don’t be surprised if your children 
end up just like you. We lead by example, good or bad, whether we like it or not! 
…So it’s right to apply this passage to a young couple on their wedding day. 
 
But it’s also right to apply this passage to the unsaved at an open air, or even here 
this morning:  ‘Choose you this day whom you will serve,  

…. but as for me and my house we will serve the Lord.’ 

Have you some ‘gods’ / idols or images handed down to you from your ancestors, 
that you need to let go of, and be done with for good, once and for all? 
 
Are there spiritual influences upon your home and family that you need to consign 
to the past? That you need to bury once and for all? Things that are holding you 
and your family back from really going on with the Lord? What is it? Will you do it? 
 
1. This Verse calls for a Decision: ‘Choose you this day!’ 
 
2. This Verse calls for Devotion: ‘…Whom you will Serve’ / How you will worship. 
 
3. This Verse calls for Example: ‘But as for me and my house…’ 
 
4. This Verse calls for Commitment: ‘…We will Serve the Lord!’ 
 
If you’re not saved, how will you respond to the Challenge of Joshua this morning? 
 
Remember Rahab? Mentioned away back in the very first chapter.  
The most unlikely prospect for salvation, because she was a pagan prostitute. 
And yet she and her family got saved.  

Rahab could say, ‘As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.’ 
 
Remember Caleb? One of the Twelve Spies, alongside Joshua. Two good spies. 
There was something different about Caleb. He followed the Lord wholeheartedly. 

Caleb could say, ‘As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.’ 
 
And then there was Joshua himself. The Commander of the Lord’s Army. 
Joshua, the OT character who points us forward to Jesus. Meaning ‘Saviour’. 

Joshua could say, ‘As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.’ 
 
And he did – until he was 110. Nothing got in the way. 
He buried those old idols and images once and for all.  
He never let them get back in to trip him up, or his family. 
He made a commitment a long time ago in ch.1 
He was told to ‘Be strong and courageous.’ (Joshua 1:9) 
He was told to never let the Word of God depart from him. (v.8) 
He was told never to turn from it to the right or to the left. (v.7) 
And so he was able, with his family, to say: 

‘As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.’ 
 

We live in a crazy mixed up world. We live in a more and more godless society. 
But no matter how bad it gets, or how far it strays from God and His Word, 
Will you still say, (like the Ashers’ family are once again having to say)… 

“As for me, and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  
Amen. 


