
Armagh Baptist Church – Sunday 8
th

 April 2018 
Great Gospel Texts: 

Ephesians 2:1-10 
“Saved by God’s Grace alone!” 

Introduction 
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians is a great book of the Bible. One of my favourites. 
He begins with Praise at the beginning of ch.1 (vs.3-14). 
He then moves on to Prayer at the end of that chapter.  
But it’s prayer for something in particular – Among other things Paul wants us, as 
believers, to appreciate the incredible Power of God that is available to us, when 
we believe. In fact, he tells us that it’s the same power that was able to raise Jesus 
from the dead, and seat him at God’s right hand in heaven.  
That’s the sort of power Paul prays for us to experience as a Church! (ch.1:19-22). 
 
So having moved from Praise to Prayer in ch.1 Paul now concentrates a little 
longer on the Power of God in chapter 2. Here he focuses on the power of God to 
save sinners – and that’s what we want to think about this evening:   
 

The Power of God to Save Sinners 
 
At the beginning of our series on Great Gospel Texts we looked at Romans 1:16… 

“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the Power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 

Paul believed that the Gospel was powerful, but he also believed that the God 
behind the Gospel was powerful – God alone is able to save sinners!  
That’s what he focuses on here in Ephesians 2:1-10. 
  
There are three things I want you to see from this passage tonight: 
  

1. That we were all DEAD in transgressions and sins (vs.1-3) 
 

You can only magnify the power of God to save us, when you see how badly off 
we were before God saved us. In v.1 Paul turns the focus of his attention from the 
God who saves in ch.1, to the People He saves in ch.2.  
 
Notice the opening words: “And you…” (ESV) or “As for you…” (NIV (Eph.2:1) 
 
Paul points the finger at these Christian believers sitting in the Church in Ephesus, 
and he wants them to think of what they were like before God saved them.  
That’s what he wants us to do here tonight. He wants us to think of what we were 
like before God saved us. And that does no harm. It brings a dose of reality, to 
remember where we’ve come from. (Or maybe realise where you still are?) 
 
We can sit and look out on a world around us here in Armagh tonight, and get 
discouraged thinking that we hardly ever see anybody getting saved… 
  
…That it’s too difficult, that people just don’t care anymore, that people are worse 
today than they’ve ever been before… 

But listen to something that was said to the First Century Christians, and 
remember that it’s said to you and to me who claim to be Christians here too: 
 

“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience -   

 
Among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out 
the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind.”  

 
That’s quite sobering isn’t it? Sometimes we fall into the trap of thinking that there 
was something special about us, that we were just a wee bit better than all the 
rest, that we didn’t do the terrible things they did - so that’s why God saved us!  
But nothing could be further from the truth. 
 
As you know, I was brought up as a Baptist all my life. In fact I come from four 
generations of Irish Baptists: My great-grandfather, William McKibbin, started 
Monkstown Baptist Church in his own home in 1924. His son-in-law, my 
grandfather, Robert Campbell started off his ministry as pastor of Armagh Baptist 
Church from 1936-40. He went on to serve in Banbridge, Tandragee and 
Londonderry Baptist Churches until he retired in 1973. His son-in-law, my dad, 
Rea Grant, was pastor of 8 Irish Baptist Churches for 42 years, from 1963-2005.  
And I’ll be completing 25 years in pastoral ministry on the 1

st
 October this year.  

So that will be 90 years of ministry in Irish Baptist Churches. That’s some heritage! 
 
I was taught God’s Word from my earliest days, I went to Sunday School from I 
was knee high. But you know, what Paul says here, was still true of me as much 
as anybody else: I started off life ‘dead in trespasses and sins’! 

 
Some of you were baptised as infants in other denominations.  
Your minister might have said over you at the time that you had been  
“born again” or that you had been ‘welcomed into the family of God’ or that you 
had become “a child of God and an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven” –  
But nothing could be further from the truth! Because here’s the truth… 
 
It doesn’t matter how you were brought up, or what a church said, or didn’t say 
about you, the truth is we were all: “dead in trespasses and sins!”  
 
We were all under the sway and under the control of the evil one; we followed the 
passions and desires of our old sinful natures. We did what we liked. We were by 
nature ‘children of God’s wrath’ because we were sinners. We were born in sin, 
with a sinful nature, that led us into sin again and again!  
 
That’s the truth of the matter. And if you disagree with that analysis on any 
grounds then you are flying in the face of God, and you’re calling God a liar.  
 
We all start off life ‘dead in our sins’ - spiritually dead, not knowing God, outside of 



God’s family, controlled and guided by our sinful natures and by the devil who 
tempts us and leads us astray. We were without hope and without God in this 
world. There is no other explanation. This is the truth about our up-bringing!  
This is the truth about our past! So what changed? 
 

2. It took the GRACE of God to save us (vs.4-7) 
 

The beginning of v.4 is a tremendous turning point in this chapter.  
Notice those first two words. “But God…” (v.4) (ESV) 
 
That’s what changed, that’s what happened – God stepped in. He had to.  
There was no other hope for us. There was no other way that we could be saved. 
God had to do it. And he did! But why did he do it? 
 

“But God being rich in mercy…” 
 “Because of the great love with which he loved us…” 

“When we were dead in our trespasses made us alive together with Christ.” 
 “By Grace you have been saved.” 
 “God raised us up with Christ...  
 “He seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 

“So that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 
 

Why did he step in to save us? 

 Because of His mercy (He withheld the judgement that we deserved),  

 Because He loved us (Unconditional love), and  

 Because of His grace (He gave us His blessing instead of His punishment 
- the exact opposite of what we deserved). 

  God used the same power on us that He used to raise His Son back to 
life again from the dead. He used that same resurrection power to bring us 
to life. And He has raised us up, and seated us in the heavenly realms - 
with Christ! 

 
He brought us back from being spiritually ‘dead in sin’ to being ‘alive to God.’  
He gave us new life in Christ and lifted us out of our sin and placed us on the road 
to heaven, and do you know what?  

It’s just as if we are already there as far as God is concerned (v.6). 
That’s how sure our salvation is. All that Christ has; we have ‘in Him’! 

 
* And there’s more to come: “In the coming ages” (v.7) - after this world has 
passed away: 

- He wants to show us more of the riches of His grace. 
- He wants to show us more kindness for Christ’s sake. 
- In Heaven itself for all eternity! 

We need to get this today:  
- We are not saved because of anything in us, at all.  
- We aren’t saved because we deserve it - because we don’t.  
- We are saved by God’s grace – alone! 

But if we’re saved by grace,  
- then that means we’re not saved by works,  
- or by legalism,  
- or because we did our best to live up-right lives in our past 

unconverted days.  
- or did our best to keep the 10 Commandments.  

 
In fact quite the opposite is true: 
 
Despite the fact that we tried to be good and up-right in our own strength, and 
could have been blind to our need of God to save us, God still reached out and 
opened our blinded eyes and gave us His Spirit to convict us of our sin, and 
convince us of our need, and then to call out in prayer for Christ to save us, 
because of what He did for us on the cross.  
 
So it took as much grace to open my blinded eyes, as it did to open yours! 
  
That means that those children and young people in our families who still haven’t 
trusted in Christ for themselves, will not get saved because they are relatively 
good compared to other children, or because they’ve been taught the Bible from 
they were knee high, or because they’ve been brought up in an evangelical 
church. They will get saved when God reaches into their lives by His Grace and 
brings them to Himself! - They can come no other way! 
  
But it doesn’t mean that if our children go off the rails, and do all sorts of things 
that grieve us and make us despair, and live it up and end up in a mess, and do all 
the things we wouldn’t want them to do, and bring all the heart-ache upon 
themselves that we would want to spare them from - that God won’t still someday 
reach into their lives and remind them of the Gospel they have heard and bring 
them to their senses to repent of their sin, and turn from the mess they’ve got 
themselves into, and bring them to trust in Christ as their Saviour, and save them 
by His Grace. 
  
God’s grace doesn’t follow some nice set of logic, or some simple equation or 
formula, such as A + B = C.  
And it doesn’t work like some cookery recipe that if you pour in all the right 
ingredients you’ll always get the right end result.  
That’s not how God’s Grace works. Because God doesn’t treat us like some kind 
of sausage machine, or like robots, or computers. He treats us as individuals, and 
fallen individuals at that, who live in a fallen world.  
 
But He’s still prepared to reach out to us, good or bad, and make something 
beautiful out of our lives, whatever mess we’ve made out of it before.  
 
That’s Grace. That’s what’s so amazing about Grace! 
 
It was Grace that brought the Prodigal Son back into a right relationship with his 
father, and gave him everything that he didn’t deserve (Luke 15). 



But that same Grace was offered to the Elder Brother, who apparently hadn’t done 
much wrong. But in his pride and arrogance he refused to accept it! 
 
His keeping the letter of the law, didn’t make him right with his Father, because he 
refused to accept the fact that the Father didn’t deal with either of them in terms of 
what their behaviour deserved, he dealt with them in Grace.  
 
That’s sadly what he couldn’t see. And sadly many today can’t see it either! 
 
Our Salvation is by God’s Grace alone – through faith alone.  
Even that doesn’t come from within us either – Faith is a gift from God too! (v.8) - 
God gives us the faith to believe – as a free gift of his grace. 
 
I think of the time we prayed at an S.U. weekend in Mullartown House at 18: 
‘Lord give us the faith to believe that when we go into school tomorrow morning 
that Richard McNeight will be saved?’  - And he was, at 10:30am that day! 
 
He gives us faith! After all, remember we were dead in transgressions and sins.  
How can a dead man have faith to believe? He can’t! 
God must give even that to us! So our salvation is totally dependent upon God. 
That’s why all the glory must go to Him, whenever we do get saved! 
 

3. The Place of WORKS, now that we are saved (vs.8-10) 
 

Read vs. 8 & 9 again. Notice that here Grace is contrasted with Works. 
  
If we are saved by God’s grace – and we are – on the basis of His undeserved 
favour, then we can’t be saved on the basis of our own good works.  
It can’t be both. We can’t have it both ways! 
 
I think of the times that I sat in the home of Tomas & Mary Caslin in Cavan 
teaching through the Book of Romans on a Tuesday night at their Bible Study.  
I can still remember Mary saying in her soft ‘Kilkenny accent’ – ‘Why can it not be 
both?’ Why can we not be saved by grace and work? - But we can’t! 
 
If our own good works before conversion were taken into consideration, even for a 
moment, in order for God to decide whether or not to save us, then we could never 
say that we were saved by God’s Grace. Because then we could take some credit 
for it ourselves, and then all the glory could not go to God alone for saving us. 
 
Paul makes it clear here. “It is not a result of works so that no-one may boast!” 
If you’re saved today, it’s got nothing to do with you. You can take no credit for it.  
It shouldn’t make you conceited or puffed up, or think that you’re better than 
anybody else. In fact it should make you the most grateful, humble, person on 
earth - because you owe everything to the grace of God! 
 
And yet how many truly humble Christians do you know? 
There’s a little bit of looking down our noses at others in all of us. Isn’t there? 

We think we’re a cut above the rest. That we’re better than the world outside! 
 
How dare we take any credit for anything that God has done for us in his Grace! 
And yet by our actions and attitudes we show that we do! 
We need to hear it again – “It is not a result of works, so that no-one may boast!” 
  
So where do ‘works’ come in, now that we are saved? 
 
Well God didn’t save us because of any good works we had done beforehand, but 
now that He has saved us by His Grace, He has put his Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
He has made us alive to God, and we’re no longer dead in sin.  
 
So if He’s raised us up as a mighty army for Himself, then it’s obvious that He’s got 
work for us to do. And that’s why He has saved us – We’re saved to work, we’re 
saved to serve! (v.10) 
 

‘For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.’ 

 
God has always had a plan & purpose for our lives. That’s why He created us.  
But it’s only now that God has saved us that we can discover what our life’s work 
is, and then get up and get on with it!  
 
Have you discovered God’s plan for your life? What is it God wants you to do? 
 
Our task as God’s people, saved people, is to find out what God wants us to do 
with our lives, and then get on with it. It’s only in doing God’s Will for our lives that 
we will find true fulfilment, and satisfaction, and tap into what we were put here on 
this planet for, in the first place.  
 
My task is to preach the Gospel of God’s Grace every time I open the Word of God 
– whether that’s here on a Sunday morning, or a Sunday night, whether it’s in a 
Bible Study, or in a School Assembly hall, or in an Old People’s Home.  
As Charles Wesley put it: 

‘Happy if with my latest breath, I may but gasp His Name, 
Preach him to all and cry in death, ‘Behold, behold the Lamb!’ 

 
Conclusion 
 
So what have we seen this evening? 

- We were all born ‘dead in trespasses and sins.’  
- We can only be saved ‘by the Grace of God.’  
- Now there’s work for us to do. We’re saved to serve.  
- Let’s get on with it! And let’s do it for the glory of God alone!  

 
‘Now to Him who is able…To Him be glory in the Church!’ (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

 
If you’re not saved, may you see your need tonight, and come to trust in Christ! 


