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Great Gospel Texts: 
Philippians 3:1-11 

Introduction 
As we approach this great chapter in Philippians, ch.3, it’s important to remind 
ourselves of the context in which this chapter is found. 
 
I want you to notice two verses that stand like bookends either side of this 
section. It runs from ch.1:27 to ch.4:1, and I wonder can you see the connection 
between the two verses. 
 
(1:27) Whether Paul got released or was detained in prison he said: 
‘Only let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ, so that whether I 
come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in 
one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the Gospel, and not 
frightened in anything by your opponents…’ 
 
(4:1) ‘Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,  
stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.’ 
 
The phrase that is common to both these verses, at either end of this section, is 
the call to ‘stand firm’ as far as the Gospel is concerned.  
Stand firm in one spirit; Stand firm in the Lord. Stand firm for the Gospel! 
 
The idea of standing firm comes from the battle-field. 
The picture is of a company of Roman Soldiers standing together in armour with 
their shields around them and above them in tortoise-shell formation, to protect 
them from the attacks of the enemy on all sides. It’s only as they stand firm 
together, and stand firm no matter what the enemy throws at them, that they will 
be able to survive. And that’s what we need to do as Gospel people today. 
 
The theme running through Philippians ch.2 was the example of humility in the 
face of all kinds of suffering. There was the example of Jesus as he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross (vs.5-11). 
There was the example of Paul pouring out his life like a drink-offering for God on 
the sacrifice and service of the Philippians (vs.16-18). There was the example of 
Timothy who served faithfully alongside Paul in the cause of the Gospel (vs.19-
24) and then there was the example of Epaphroditus who risked his life and 
almost died for the work of Christ (vs.25-30). 
 
So the examples of faith in the face of suffering have rung out loud and clear in 
ch.2. But we could be left thinking that that’s all the cross is: Just a good example 
for us to follow.  

Just be willing to grin and bear it in the face of suffering, and we’ll all get to 
heaven in the end! Is that what ch.2 was all about? Absolutely not! 
 
And yet, for some people, that’s all the cross is: a good example – Jesus showing 
us how to die well. And if we follow in his footsteps then we’ll get to heaven too! 
 
Nothing could be further from the truth, and that’s where ch.3 comes in. 
How are we to stand firm in the faith? 
Answer: By not moving away from the central truth of the Gospel. 
And the central truth of the Gospel is how we can be made right with God. 
 
How can we get right with God? 
I’m reminded of a little tract, or Gospel leaflet, that I used to use on door-to-door 
work many years ago in Fermanagh & Cavan. It’s called, ‘Am I going to heaven?’ 
 
You open it up and inside it tells you to tick below what you think is necessary to 
get you into heaven. 18 tick-box options are listed: 

1. Obeying God’s laws and commandments 
2. Giving to Charity 
3. Doing your best 
4. Living a good life 
5. Doing good works 
6. Trying to obey the Golden Rule 
7. Tithing, or giving money to the church 
8. Church membership 
9. Regular church attendance 
10. Prayers 
11. Fasting 
12. Baptism 
13. Holy Communion 
14. Being born of Christian parents 
15. Confirmation 
16. Doing Penance 
17. Extreme Unction or getting the last rites 
18. Membership of a lodge or fraternity 

And it was up to you as the reader to tick whichever applied to you. 
 
How can we get right with God? That’s the question every one of us needs to 
answer. And yet there are at least 18 different answers that people might give! 
Who’s right, and who’s wrong? They can’t all be right?  
So what is the answer to this most important question? 
 
Well, Paul begins his third chapter, with the word ‘finally’. Many preachers say 
‘finally’ a lot in their sermons. So much so that one day, a little boy sitting in 



church turned to his dad and said ‘What does it mean when the preacher says 
‘finally’?’ To which his dad replied, ‘Don’t worry - It doesn’t mean anything at all!’ 
 
We preachers do say ‘finally’ a lot, and it doesn’t necessarily mean we’re nearly 
finished, we can go on a bit yet! But when Paul says ‘finally’ he’s getting down to 
something that is really important. It’s something that will enable us to ‘Rejoice in 
the Lord!’ (v.1) In fact, it’s something that he had told them many times before, 
probably when he was with them in person in Philippi, because he says: 

‘To write the same things to you is no trouble to me 
and is safe for you.’ (v.1) 

 
There were certain things that Paul kept coming back to in his preaching and in 
his writings. And this was one of them: How can we get right with God? 
It was never any trouble for Paul to talk about such things. 
And as he says, it was for their own good, he kept coming back to this. 
 
And it’s for your own good here this evening. I make no apology for coming back 
to this subject, or for looking at this series of Great Gospel Texts over recent 
Sunday nights. - How can people, like you and me, get right with God? 
That’s what it’s all about! It’s safe for you that we keep coming back to this. 
 

1. Something we have to Beware of (vs.2-3) 
 
Paul says: ‘Beware of Dogs!’ (AV) – ‘Watch out for those dogs!’ (NIV)  
– ‘Look out for the dogs!’ (ESV) (v.2) 
 
Now when you’re out on door-to-door work, knocking on doors, calling with 
people, trying to get into conversation with them about the Gospel, you come 
across many dogs. Paul says, ‘Beware of Dogs!’  
But is that what he’s talking about here? 
 
I have always said that I’m not a doggy person at all, and yet after years of 
pestering from my kids we finally gave in and got a dog a few months ago.  
She’s called Bonnie – we’re told she’s a cross between a terrier and a collie. 
So I don’t think we’ve anything to fear from Bonnie in the days to come. 
 
But when I’m out on door-to-door work and I turn a corner into a house and I see 
an Alsatian looking at me, or something like that, there’s a strong possibility that 
house isn’t going to get whatever I was going to put through their letter-box. 
‘Beware of Dogs!’ 
 
Paul says, ‘Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers who mutilate the 
flesh.’ (v.2) – But he’s not talking about animals, he’s talking about men! 
 

You see the Jews thought they were it! They thought they were the only ones 
who could get right with God. They referred to the rest of the world as Gentiles. 
But they had other terms for them too. They called them dogs! Gentile dogs! 
That’s not very nice, is it? 
 
One day Jesus met a woman from Syria. It’s recorded in Mark ch.7:24-30.  
She wasn’t a Jew; she was a Gentile. She knew that she didn’t deserve anything 
that Jesus could do for her. She knew as far as the Jews were concerned she 
was just a Gentile dog! In fact, in her humility as she approached Jesus, 
concerned about her little girl’s demon-possession, that’s exactly how she 
described herself! She said in v.28 ‘Yes, Lord, but even the dogs under the table 
eat the children’s crumbs!’ She knew that the blessings Jesus came to bring, 
were for the Jew first. That’s what Jesus meant when he said, ‘First let the 
children eat all they want, for it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it 
to their dogs.’ But she had enough courage to believe that all she needed for her 
little daughter that day, was just like the crumbs that fell from the children’s table. 
She might be a gentile dog, but humbly she was asking for just a few crumbs of 
grace to help her in her hour of need. And that’s exactly what she got. Jesus 
said, ‘For such a reply you may go; the demon has left your daughter.’ (v.29) 
 
We’re all ‘Gentile dogs’ here this evening. There’s not one of us deserves even a 
crumb of God’s grace, and yet in his love and mercy that’s exactly what Jesus 
wants to give to us: Not just the crumbs, but the very blessings that were 
reserved for Israel in the Old Testament – they’re now ours as well! 
 
The problem was (coming back to Philippians ch.3) that these ‘men’ roamed all 
over Asia Minor, and Paul knew they would soon come to Philippi in Europe, 
because they went absolutely everywhere Paul went! Wherever he preached the 
Gospel and planted new churches, they seemed to follow hard on his heels.  
And they came with a totally different message – not just slightly different – totally 
different. They came insisting that if anybody was going to get right with God then 
they had to be circumcised in their flesh - as well as believing in Jesus. (Gospel+) 
 
Paul had no time for their false Gospel – he referred to them as mutilators of the 
flesh, and as men who do evil. Because in effect they were emptying the Gospel 
of its power!  
 
The Philippian Church was planted in Acts 16. But what was Acts 15 all about?  
It was about the Church getting together in Jerusalem, now that Gentiles were 
beginning to get saved in great numbers, and they thrashed out once and for all 
in the Jerusalem Council that circumcision and keeping the O.T. Law of Moses 
was not essential for salvation. Instead they settled the matter that men and 
women get right with God by faith alone, in Christ alone, by God’s grace alone,  
no matter what background they come from. And that should have settled it! 



But these false teachers, continued to preach a false Gospel. It was dangerous! 
In fact Paul goes on to say (v.3) that we, true believers, are the true circumcision, 
because we worship by the Spirit of God, we glory in Christ Jesus, and we put no 
confidence in the flesh.  
 
Yes circumcision was introduced in Genesis 15 and 17 as the sign of the 
Covenant made between God and Abraham. Every male born into his household 
was to be circumcised – a painful operation carried out with a knife physically in 
his flesh. That was a sign that God was one day going to bless the world through 
‘the Seed of Abraham’.  
 
But throughout the Old Testament, God said that he would rather see his people 
circumcised in their hearts than in their flesh. He wanted to see something 
happening spiritually in their hearts, not just physically in their flesh, outwardly. 
 
Well, now ‘the Seed of Abraham’ has come, Jesus the Messiah. He had been 
circumcised as a child by his parents Mary and Joseph, and not only that, he has 
fulfilled the Law of Moses perfectly to its very last detail, on our behalf, something 
that we could never do ourselves! That’s why we don’t have to anymore, because 
none of us ever could in the first place! It was impossible for us to ever truly 
satisfy the perfect Law of God. Jesus has done it for us, and he has died in our 
place on the cross, taking our curse, the curse of the Law, paying our price, the 
price of his perfect blood, shed as a sacrifice in our place for our sins, and that’s 
why, when we put our faith and trust in Him, he takes away the guilt of our sins, 
and he puts his Holy Spirit into our hearts; He ‘circumcises’ our hearts by faith.  
 
So that’s why Paul says, ‘For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Sprit 
of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh.’ (v.3). 
 
So that’s something we have to beware of. We have to beware of any false 
teacher, who tries to add anything else onto the Gospel, beyond simple faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us on the cross 2000 years ago, and who 
rose again on the third day, triumphant over sin, death and the devil. Beware of 
anybody who tries to tell you the Gospel is something else other than that. 
1. Something to beware of. 
 

2. Something we have to Be Done with (vs.4-7) 
 
Paul says he now puts no confidence in the flesh (v.3b). 
  
But then he goes on to say that out of all people, he would have more reason 
than most to put his confidence of getting right with God, in his flesh, in things 
that he himself had done. Here he tells us what some of those things were:  
 

This was his story before he became a Christian. This is what he had been 
putting his trust in to make him right with God before he ever met Christ. 
He was so far wrong, but this is what he was trusting in: 
 
He had been Circumcised on the 8

th
 day (v.5a) as a baby boy. In strict 

accordance with the Law of Moses. His parents fulfilled that bit perfectly for him. 
 
…Of the People of Israel (v.5). He was a member of God’s chosen people. 
 
…Of the Tribe of Benjamin (v.5c). One of only 2 tribes that remained loyal to 
the House of David as they waited for their Messiah to come as the Son of David. 
In fact it was from the Tribe of Benjamin that Israel’s first king had come: King 
Saul. And the Apostle Paul had been called Saul from birth - Saul of Tarsus.   
 
He was a Hebrew of Hebrews (v.5d). Even though he had been brought up in 
Tarsus of Cilicia, up around the coast of Asia Minor, modern day Turkey. Though 
that made him a Roman Citizen by birth, yet still he prided himself in the fact that 
he was a Hebrew through and through, so much so that he was brought up to 
speak the Hebrew language, and he was even sent to school in Jerusalem under 
Gamaliel. He was a Hebrew of the Hebrews. He wasn’t just a Jew in name only. 
 
As to the Law, he was a Pharisee (v.5e). He wasn’t just a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews, he had joined the most religious, the most strict, the most orthodox 
sect in all of Judaism, he was a legalistic Pharisee, keeping all the rules and 
regulations that they had made up, to try to excel in personal holiness.  
 
As for Zeal, A Persecutor of the Church (v.6a). He wasn’t just a Jew; he 
wasn’t just a Hebrew; he wasn’t just a Pharisee – he was a fanatic! He was the 
closest thing to a militant fundamentalist you will ever get, because not only did 
he believe he was right in his militant form of Judaism, he was out to actively 
stamp out and put to death any form of deviation from it, and that included the 
church of Jesus Christ – these Christians, who had just appeared on the scene! 
So, when the first Christian was stoned to death, who was standing nearby 
watching and directing all that was going on? - It was Saul! They laid their cloaks 
at his feet, while they picked up rocks in a religious fury and threw them at 
Stephen until he went unconscious and breathed his last: Saul gave his approval. 
 
As for Righteousness under the Law: Blameless! (v.6b) In other words if it 
was possible to be made right with God by keeping the Old Testament Law, then 
Saul was there, he had arrived, he was faultless - as far as he was concerned! 
 
And if he finished there, then we would think: What an obnoxious, pompous, self-
righteous religious fanatic Saul of Tarsus was! He doesn’t sound a very likeable 
character, does he? He sounds as if he’d be hard to live with, doesn’t he?  



Because that’s what works-righteousness does! It makes you a totally obnoxious 
person, it fills you with self-pride, it makes you look down your nose at everybody 
else around you, because what you’re doing is comparing yourself to everybody 
else, and you think you’re far better than them, when the problem is: you should 
be comparing yourself not with other men, but with God. And when you compare 
yourself with an utterly holy God, revealed to us in Jesus, then we all fall short! 
 
‘There is no-one righteous, not even one!’ (Rom. 3:10) - as Paul eventually saw! 

 
‘But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ!’ (v.7) 

 
And that’s the point every single one of us has to get to, otherwise we can never 
be right with God! Unless you get to the point where you realise that everything 
you had going for you, was no use in making you right with God, then you’ll still 
be clinging to it, and if you’re still clinging to your own righteousness in whatever 
form that takes, then you will never see the need to break free and cling to Christ! 
 
e.g. As I told ‘My Story’ to the Friendship Hour a few weeks ago, I said,  

‘If being a Baptist could make me right with God, then I was there.’ 
Let me paraphrase what Paul said in these verses: 
I was baptised as a believer by immersion at the age of 12, I’ve been a Baptist all 
my life, I come from a long line of Baptist Pastors, I’ve never regarded myself as 
a Protestant or a Catholic, I’ve lived by the Ten Commandments from my 
childhood, as for zeal I was serving on Baptist Youth Evangelism Teams since I 
was 16, I’ve done door-to-door outreach in all 9 Counties of Ulster, as to outward 
appearance - I was faultless! 
 

‘But whatever was to my profit, I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.’ 
 

…because the only thing that makes me right with God is the transaction that 
took place when I was a boy of 7, when I admitted I was a sinner, when I thanked 
the Lord Jesus Christ for dying on the cross for my sins, when I asked him to 
forgive me and come into my life and be my Saviour. And in that moment the joy 
of the Lord flooded my heart and I knew I was saved. Not because of anything 
that I had done, but because of everything Christ had done for me on the cross! 
 
So the something we have to be done with – is any boasting or any sense of self-
righteousness – or any thought that we deserved anything from God. We don’t! 
1. Something to Beware of; 2. Something to Be Done with, and Finally… 
 

3. Something we have to Be sure of (vs.8-9) 
 
Paul is talking like an Accountant here. It’s as if he has drawn up his profit and 
loss accounts in two columns. On one side, under the title ‘Profit’ he has listed 

his personal pedigree (vs.5-6) just like I have done with mine. All these things at 
one time were regarded as profitable. But the moment you come to meet with 
Christ, the moment you come to see Christ in all his glory, in all his perfect 
righteousness, at that moment, everything changes.  
From that moment on, you have to transfer everything you have just listed in the 
‘Profit’ column and you have to transfer it across to the ‘Loss’ column, and from 
that moment onwards you have to regard it as rubbish, as worthless, as of 
absolutely ‘no value’ in making you right with God at all.  
Unless and until you do that, you will still be clinging to it as if in some way it 
could make you right with God. 
 
Paul says in v.8 ‘Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of…’ what? ‘…of Knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.’ 
 

‘For His sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, 
in order that I may gain Christ, and be found in him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law; but that which comes through faith in Christ 

– the righteousness from God that depends on faith.’ 
 

That’s what you’ve got to be sure of – that you’ve got to that point! 
That the only thing that matters to you in life is Knowing Christ! 

 
Conclusion 
What I want you to do tonight, a bit like I did a minute ago, is to make a list of all 
the things you could be tempted to put your trust in to make you right with God. 
 
And then when you’ve made your list under the title ‘To my Profit’ – I want you 
then to cross it out and write in big letters across your list: ‘LOSS!’ 
 
Then I want you to turn over the piece of paper and just write: ‘Knowing Jesus!’ 
 
And then if you’ve never done it before will you close your eyes and bow your 
head and pray this prayer from your heart: 
 
Lord I confess to you that I’m far from perfect. Forgive me for trusting in all these 
things up until now to try to make me right with you. I now consider it all rubbish. 

I confess to you that I am a sinner. I have sinned in thought, word and deed.  
 

Thank you Jesus for keeping the Law for me, for living a perfect life on my behalf, 
and thank you for going to the cross and laying down your perfect life in my place 

as a sinner. Forgive me for all my sin, come into my heart and be my Saviour, 
and from this day forward, give me the grace to live for you. Amen. 

 
There’s nothing more important than Knowing Jesus as your Lord. Be sure of it! 


