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th

 June 2018 
Great Gospel Texts: Revelation 3:20 

‘Behold I stand at the door and knock’ 
(Revelation 3:14-22) 

Introduction 
Tonight we come to the last of our Great Gospel Texts. 
Tonight we’re going to be looking at the Letter to the Church at Laodicea.  
This letter contains a verse that has often been used as a Great Gospel Text. 
It’s Revelation 3:20… 

‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock. 
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 

I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.’ 
 
It’s a great Gospel Text. But as always, we need to look at it in its context. 
This letter was written to one of the seven churches of Asia - the one that has often 
been seen as the closest example of the modern-day church.  
Why is that?  
Well the problem in Laodicea was that they were only lukewarm spiritually. They 
weren’t dead or lifeless, but they weren’t on fire for the Lord either.  
They were just in between – mediocre, neither hot nor cold, and not really 
accomplishing very much for the Lord.  
I wonder does “lukewarm” describe any of us here this evening?  
 
1. The Town of Laodicea (v.14a) 
 
Laodicea was located at a major crossroads of Asia. It was in between Hierapolis 
and Colossae. Now if I tell you that Hierapolis was famous for its hot springs, and 
Colossae was famous for its cool clear water, straight away you can begin to see 
where Jesus got the idea of neither hot nor cold from! 
 
As a town Laodicea was also famous for its Banking and Business Centre.  
It was also famous for its Medicine – especially in the area of Optics: Eye care and 
volcanic eye salve. It was also famous for its cloth trade. A shiny black cloth was 
manufactured there. 
 
So it was a business town. So it was well-off. In fact, in many ways the town was 
so well off that it was practically self-sufficient. For example, when an earthquake 
destroyed the town in AD60 it was able to rebuild again very quickly without even 
having to accept any aid from the Roman Emperor - That’s how self-sufficient it 
was! 
 
It was self-sufficient in all things – except for its water supply! Because of its 
location it had to pipe water either from the hot-springs of Hierapolis, or from the 
cool clear streams of Colossae. But there was a problem with either option. By the 
time the water reached Laodicea from the hot springs of Hierapolis, it had cooled 

down a bit. And by the time it reached Laodicea from Colossae’s cool streams, it 
had warmed up in the heat of the sun. So either way it had become lukewarm and 
wasn’t much use for quenching your thirst! - Very interesting when you see what 
Jesus had to say to this church later on! 
 
2. The Church of Laodicea 
 
It was founded during Paul’s stay in Ephesus (See Acts 19:10). 
It had close links with the Church in Colossae over the years (Col. 4:12-15). 
And it was probably looked after by one of Paul’s companions, a man called 
Epaphras. But by the time we come to Revelation ch.3 (around AD 95) Laodicea 
has apparently, as a church, become just like the town, self-sufficient in many 
things, but only lukewarm spiritually. They had lost sight of their source of life and 
vitality and they thought they were independent.  
Their theme song could have been,  

“We never needed anybody’s help in any way!” 
 
3. How does Jesus refer to Himself in this letter? (v.14) 
 
“The Amen” - there’s always a note of finality about that word. So, in other words, 
Jesus will have the last word to say on the true condition of any church, or on each 
of our hearts as individuals within His church. 
 
“The Faithful and True Witness” - His witness about us, his testimony about us, 
or our churches, is faithful. It’s the true picture, whether we like it or not. We only 
see the surface, Jesus sees right to the heart of the matter.  
He sees us as we really are! 
 
“The beginning (or Ruler) of God’s Creation.” - This could either refer to the 
physical creation – (Colossians 1:15,16), or the Ruler of God’s New Creation – i.e. 
His Church – all those who have received the new birth (Colossians 1:17,18).  
 
He was the first to rise from the dead himself, and He will also raise all true 
believers from the dead too. As Ruler, He is the true Head of the true Church.  
 
4. The Problem in Laodicea (vs.15-16) 
 
The problem was they were Lukewarm! - Just as the water from the hot springs of 
Hierapolis had cooled down by the time it got to Laodicea, and just as the water 
from the cool streams of Colossae had warmed up in the sun by the time it had 
reached Laodicea, so both of them were like the people in the Laodicean church – 
Just lukewarm! Lukewarm water is useless! Lukewarm water only turns your 
stomach. It doesn’t quench your thirst. It only makes you sick!  
 
What Jesus was really saying about the church in Laodicea was this: 



 “Your lukewarm, half-hearted, mediocre Christianity –  
 It makes me sick, so I’m going to spit you out of my mouth!” 

 
Notice Jesus wishes that they were either cold, or hot, one or the other: 
 
If they were hot, on fire for the Lord, zealous in their faith, there would be no 
problem.  
 
If they were cold, and dead and lifeless, at least their problem could be pointed out 
to them much more easily. They might see their need to change. 
 
But as they were – they were hard to convince – and so they were hard to change 
at all. 
 
5. It all came down to their Pride (v.17) 
 
They had a puffed up sense of their own importance. 
 
(i) Look at what they thought of themselves (v.17a)  
 
 “I am rich!”    “I have prospered, and I need nothing!” 
 
They were living in an affluent city that thought it was self-sufficient financially. 
But it had rubbed off onto the church, who thought she was self-sufficient 
spiritually. 
 
(ii) How Jesus really saw their true condition (v.17b) 
 
 “Not realising that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked.” 
 
What a scathing, cutting assessment for any church to hear from the Lord! 
 
 They thought they were wonderfully wealthy,  
 But Jesus said you’re pathetically poor, spiritually! 
 
As a Church, they were in a sorry state: They were spiritually bankrupt, shamefully 
naked morally, and what’s more, they couldn’t even see it – they were blind! 
 
6. Their Pathetic Situation (v.20) 
 
Jesus is speaking, and he says: 
 

‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock. 
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 

I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.’ 

Now Revelation 3:20 is often seen as a Great Gospel text. We are often told that if 
we’re not yet saved then Jesus is knocking on our heart’s door to get in.  
He wants to come into your life to be your Saviour, but he can’t, because you’re 
keeping him out. And the problem with the door of your heart (we are told) is that 
there is only one handle on it, and it’s on the inside.  
So the only person who can let Jesus into your heart is you!  
So open the door and let Him in! 
 
Now many people over the years have got saved because of that explanation of 
this verse, and that’s great and I can’t deny it. But there are a few problems with 
that explanation:  
 
First of all it gives all the power for your salvation into your own hands.  
Whereas the Bible clearly teaches that the only one who has the power to save 
you is Jesus, not you!  
 
The Bible says, we are dead in our trespasses and sins. We’re spiritually helpless. 
Such an explanation robs God of His Sovereignty in our salvation.  
It is God who saves us, as and when He chooses.  
It is a gift of God’s grace that we are saved.  
There is nothing that we can do to earn or merit our own salvation.  
  

“For by grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves 
it is the gift of God, not of works, so that no-one can boast.” 

 
So we can’t even claim that the final step of faith to accept Christ as our Saviour 
was up to us. Salvation is of the Lord from beginning to end.  
We can take no credit for it. 
 
So be very careful of your interpretation of Revelation 3:20.  
Look at it in its context. 
It was actually said to a church, not to an individual.  
It’s Jesus who is speaking, and the door he is knocking on is not the door of our 
hearts, but the door of our church! 
 
The biggest problem with the church in Laodicea, according to v.20, was that 
Jesus was actually standing outside the doors of their church.  
 
They hadn’t realised it, but as a Church, they had shut Jesus out of their services, 
out of all their proceedings – and they were trying to carry on business as usual 
without Him! They were doing their own thing!  
 
They were independent, they were self-sufficient, or so they thought! 
 
They thought to themselves: “I need nothing” (v.17).  



They hadn’t realised it, but when they said that, they thought they could carry on 
even without Jesus in their company! A bit like Mary and Joseph when they left 
Jesus as a 12 year old boy in Jerusalem, and travelled 2 or 3 days journey on the 
way back to Nazareth, thinking that Jesus was in the company.  
They hadn’t realised it, but they had left Jesus behind.  
 
Sometimes even as churches we don’t realise it either. It is possible to carry on, 
and not realise that we have shut out Jesus Himself.  
 
(The Body cut off from the Head!) 
 
But take a look at John 15:1-5. “Apart from Me, (Jesus said) You can do nothing!” 
And by that He means, not just a bit less – but absolutely nothing!  
 
We can’t accomplish anything of real lasting value unless we have Jesus with us in 
our churches. In our churches today we might still talk about Jesus in our Orders of 
Service, His name might still be on our lips as we worship, He might still be 
mentioned in our ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Table. But just because we 
talk about Him, doesn’t necessarily mean that He’s actually here! 
 
Is Jesus in our Church?  - Or is He forced to stand outside? 
 
It wasn’t that there was any great sin or doctrinal error in this church.  
It was just that there was no sense of dependence on Jesus.  
They were operating within their own strengths, and gifts and capabilities, and so 
there was no need for Jesus to help them! 
 
7. The Solution (v.18-21) 
 
In this letter from Jesus, through John, to the Church in Laodicea, we see that...  
 
(i) What they needed to solve their problem was to be found in Jesus (v.18). 
 
- To deal with their poverty – he would give them Gold refined in the fire.  
Not the gold of the mines all around Laodicea, but he was talking about their faith 
being refined by testing, so that it came forth as gold (1 Peter 1:6-8). 
 
- To deal with their nakedness – He would give them white garments.  
Not the shiny black expensive cloth manufactured in the town, but pure robes of 
righteousness (cf. Philippians 3:7-10). That’s what they really needed. 
 
- To deal with their blindness – He would give them Heavenly eye salve.  
Not the volcanic eye salve produced from mud-pools in the town. But if they would 
turn back to Him, He would open their eyes to see their true spiritual condition, to 

see God in all His glory, and to see Jesus and their total trust and dependence on 
Him as their only hope of salvation. 
 
(ii) What they could expect from Jesus (v.19). 
 
Love (v.19) – But because he loved them, he would also have to reprove and 
discipline them in order to correct them. God loves us, but because he loves us he 
has to correct us. He can’t just let us go on, on our own way.  
He corrects us in order to get us to repent of our selfish independence, and to 
restore our trust in Him. 
 
(iii) What they each had to do for Jesus (v.20). 
 
Repent (v.19) - Open the door of their hearts, and their church, and let Him in! 
 
And if they did, he promises that he will come in and restore fellowship with them. 
Then they would have access to His Throne Room for grace (v.21),  
to true fellowship for support, and to true spiritual reality for life (v.20):  
 
 “I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” 
 
Conclusion 
 
Compare v.22 (and the last verse of each of the seven letters) to James 1:21-25. 

“He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

 
In other words, don’t just be hearers of the Word, but do something about it, 
respond to it. Put it into practice in your life. We need to heed the warnings we 
have heard to us as a church tonight, and we need to respond to what God has 
said to us as a church, and also as individuals.  
 
Have you left Jesus out – of your life? 
Have we left Jesus out of our church? 
Do we behave as if we are self-sufficient? 
Is that why we are maybe only lukewarm, instead of being on fire for God? 
 
What is God saying to us through His Word tonight? 
Through this Great Gospel Text of Revelation 3:20? 
 
Are we self-sufficient and lukewarm, or are we totally depending on Christ? 

 
‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock. 

If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 
I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.’ 


