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Introduction 
I wouldn’t be a great fan of Country & Western Gospel music!  

Maybe some of you are? But some years ago there was a song out called: 
 

“Sin will take you further than you want to go.” (By Rev William McCrea) 
 
It’s a very true statement. And I’ve borrowed it for my sermon title tonight: 
 

‘Sin will take you further than you want to go.’ 
 
Sin is like a spider spinning a web. One or two strands will not trap anything, but 
give it a bit of time and soon you are entrapped and ensnared in a whole web of 
deceit.  

‘Oh what a tangled web we weave when first we practise to deceive!’ 
 
So often one sin leads to another, and before you know it, you’re in over your 
head, and sin holds you in its grasp!  

‘Sin takes you further than you want to go!’ 
 
That is a fitting title for this passage in Mark ch.6. 
The sad occasion of John the Baptist’s death and all the events that led up to it, 
show us just how one sin, unchecked, leads to another.  
And there’s no telling who will get caught up in it, before it’s all over! 
 
I want us to take a look at this passage tonight to notice the multiplying effect of 
unchecked sin. I want us to look at the main characters in this story: 
  
1. Herod’s Conscience (vs.14-16) 
 
John the Baptist has been dead for some time by the time we reach Mark ch.6. 
Notice Herod is being reminded of how he had mistreated John and had cruelly 
put him to death. Herod’s conscience is pricking him some time later for sins he 
had committed in the past. 
 
Look at vs.14-16 – It’s the reports that Herod is hearing about Jesus that remind 
him about John. The reports of Jesus’ teaching, his healings, his mighty works, 
that’s what jogs Herod’s memory and pricks his conscience. 
 
Look at what he says in v.16 – and you’ll see just how troubled and confused a 
man he must have been.  
He thought Jesus was John the Baptist come back to life again! 
It was thought that if someone came back from the dead they would have  

miraculous or supernatural powers – and so because of Jesus’ power and 
miracles Herod concludes that he must be John re-incarnated!  
 
This is a man who is being haunted by his thoughts.  
This is a man whose conscience is troubling him for his sins of the past. 
 
- Perhaps you can identify with Herod? 
- Are you troubled or haunted by the sins of your past? 
- Are you carrying around a guilty conscience about something? 
  
The Conscience is a wonderful thing: 
- Why did it wait until now to convict Herod of his sin? 
- Why had his conscience not stopped him sinning in the first place? 
 
Just think for a moment about the things his conscience had allowed him to do: 
 
- It had allowed him to take Herodias as his wife (v.17).  
That was wrong. She was already married to his own brother Philip!  
So he had committed adultery and his conscience had let him do it! (vs.17-18) 
 
- His conscience had allowed him to watch an erotic dance performed by  

his own step-daughter – that was wrong!  
He was indulging his own lust and sexual appetite at the expense of his wife’s 
young daughter (vs.21-22). That was wrong! 
 
- His conscience allowed him to do another foolish thing in (v.23)  
It allowed him to make a rash, hasty promise in the heat of the moment to this 
erotic dancing girl.        
And when he heard what she asked for in (vs.25-26), it’s then, and only then, that 
we read for the first time of his conscience pricking him.  
- In (v.26) we read that the King was ‘exceedingly sorry’ or ‘distressed!’ 
  
But though his conscience made him sorry, and maybe even gripped him with 
fear, he still didn’t listen to it!  Instead he kept his rash promise to the girl, and 
murdered an innocent man - God’s servant, John the Baptist, instead! 
 
So - Adultery, Lust, & Murder – and this man’s conscience didn’t stop him! 
 
Lesson – a crazy mixed up conscience is not guaranteed to produce right 
behaviour. A conscience only works right when it is tuned by God’s Word.  
God’s Word is to be our standard of behaviour, not a fickle, changeable 
conscience. That is the basic problem with our society today.  

“If it feels right, do it!” they say. 
But if their consciences are not tuned by God’s standards, and God’s Word is a 
closed Book, then what feels right to them, is going to become a lower and lower 
standard, and further and further away from what is right.  



Illustrate: There was a programme on the other night (Tuesday night) – it was 
Spotlight – and it was asking the question ‘When does sex between two adults 
become a crime?’ – based on the rape trial of Stuart Olding and Paddy Jackson. 
 
That’s so far removed from the standards laid down in God’s Word, that it’s 
unbeliebable! Any sex, at all, outside of marriage, between a man and a woman,  
is wrong. It’s only when a man and a woman say ‘I do’ to each other on their 
wedding day that sex between them is ‘not wrong’ but something that is 
wholesome and good and beneficial - and a true gift from God to be enjoyed. 
 
Illustrate: The Presbyterian Church in Ireland took some courageous decisions at 
their Assembly a week or so ago. They decided to break their historic ties with the 
Church of Scotland, because of its views on same sex marriage.  
 
But the number of people who have gone on radio shows since criticising PCI for 
being stuck in the past, for not being progressive, or moving with the times, is 
unbelievable! Saying that the conservative wing of the church has taken over their 
College, and their doctrine committees, etc, etc. It’s not that they’ve taken over 
anything – they’re just living by their consciences – guided by the Word of God! 
 
Consciences can only be kept clear, if we allow them to be guided by God’s Word! 
 
But I also want you to notice, in this passage, that Herod’s conscience didn’t really 
prick him until he was brought face to face with Christ (vs.14-16).  
It wasn’t until he heard of Christ, that he really began to be troubled in his soul! 
 
Even if our consciences have stirred us from time to time in the past, they can’t 
change us! It’s only a face to face encounter with Jesus Christ that will truly convict 
us of our sins, change our whole lives, and give us the indwelling power of the 
Holy Spirit to help us to live differently from now on.  
 
Long before Herod had come across Jesus, John the Baptist had confronted him 
about his sin… 
  
2. John’s Accusation (vs.17-19) 
 
John the Baptist was a preacher of the Gospel. A preacher’s responsibility is to 
confront people with their sin, and then with their need to change.  
 
In this respect, John the Baptist was a faithful servant of God.  
He was God’s voice in this situation. 
 
John the Baptist was just ‘a voice’. ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare the way of the Lord!’ He was the voice of God in his day. He might have 
been a lone voice, but he stayed true to what God required him to preach, and 
because of that he got under people’s skin, and made them uncomfortable! 

John Piper, the fiery evangelical preacher from Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
Minneapolis, retired after 32 years of pastoring the one church, recently.  
In an article the local newspaper (The Star Tribune) ran to mark the occasion,  
it started off by saying this:  
 

‘John Piper will not be in the pulpit, promising God's judgment against sinners,  
for much longer. After more than 30 years as senior pastor of Bethlehem Baptist 

Church in Minneapolis, the fiery preacher of hard-line biblical values  
is retooling his priorities.’ 

The article went on to say: 
 

‘When the Interstate bridge collapsed in 2007, killing 13 people, Piper called it a 
sign of God's wrath over sin. When a tornado damaged the steeple of Central 

Lutheran Church in 2009, he said it was "a gentle but firm warning" to the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America convention, which was voting nearby 

 to allow openly gay clergy to be pastors.’ 
 

John Piper obviously had the courage of his convictions to speak out about sin. 
Not too many appreciate that today. But it was the same for John the Baptist as a 
preacher in his day. He too was a lone voice that troubled many consciences. 
 
Herod was a Tetrarch (according to Matthew 14:1) - That means he was King 
over a quarter of Israel. He was a powerful man. A man who had no time for God, 
or God’s people. But that didn’t stop John confronting him. 
 
John was a righteous man (and Herod knew it, v.20). He was a fearless prophet 
of God. He wasn’t afraid to speak up for what was right, and to condemn what was 
wrong! So he said: 
 
 (v.18) “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife!” 
 
Why? – Because she was already his sister-in-law, and her husband Philip was 
still alive. Therefore Herod had committed adultery with her, when he had taken 
her as his wife. John had no fear when it came to confronting sin, but he had to 
face the consequences himself: 
 

Imprisonment (Mark 6:17) 
  Doubts while he was in prison (Matthew 11:1-4) 
  Death itself (Mark 6:27-29) 
  But he received His Master’s ‘Well done!’ (Matt 11:11) 
 
I wonder sometimes if we as Christians have gone soft on sin? 
 
Do we have the guts that John had to confront sin for what it is anymore? 
 
And to stand up for what is right, because the Bible says so? 



3. Herodias’ Revenge (vs.19-25) 
 
I want you to think for moment of what was in this woman’s heart:- 
· The bitterness of a failed marriage to Philip (v.17). 
· The lust for another man – Herod – not her rightful husband (v.17). 
· The hatred she felt for John who publicly accused her of adultery (v.18-19). 
· The vengeance that had grown from that, which led to the desire to get even with 
John, and to wreak her revenge (v.21). 
· Such desires unchecked, led her into the sin of murder, as she coldly asked for 
his head on a plate (vs.22-25). 
 
In the process she had no regard for her own daughter’s morality or innocence. 
Through her own daughter’s erotic dance, she won Herod’s heart, and then 
through her own daughter’s lips, she got her murderous revenge on John the 
Baptist! One thing led to another, and on the way it didn’t matter who got hurt. 
 

“Sin will take you further than you want to go!” 
 

Could it be that there is bitterness, or hatred, or desires for revenge, in your heart, 
even as you sit here tonight? If there is, be very careful where it takes you!  
 
Because as James says in James 1:14-15 one thing leads to another:  
 

“Each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.  
Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin;  

and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.” 
Conclusion 
 
Sin took Herod, Herodias and her daughter, all 3 of them, further than any of them 
had intended to go. And some good people got hurt along the way – including 
John the Baptist.  
 
Don’t harbour or condone sin in your life, or even in someone else’s life.  
Better to be like John and confront sin in your own life, and then in others, before it 
takes you, or them, too far. 
 
Herod’s conscience was pricked when he was confronted with Christ. 
But in one sense it was too late – John was already dead! 
 
Your conscience will be pricked when you stand face to face with Christ on  
Judgement Day. But if you’re not saved, it’ll be too late then!! 
 
Meet with him now. Confess what’s in your heart now. Allow him to root it out now. 
And start afresh tonight with Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord (1 Jn 1:7-9).  
 
He can forgive you and he will forgive you – But you have to ask him. Do it now.  

 
 


