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Titus 1:1-4 

“Pressing the re-set button” 
Introduction (vs.1-4) 
 
Illustration – We didn’t have a big overseas family holiday this year. We just went 
a few days here and a few days there over the last couple of weeks. 
What did we do instead? In the hottest summer in living memory, we replaced our 
old oil burner in the garage!  
But at least we’re ready if we get another winter like last winter! 
We couldn’t hold out to all the oil we were using. Every month, I thought our boiler 
had broken down. But it was just that we had run out of oil yet again!  
 
When our old oil burner stopped working, or ran out of oil, there was a big red 
button on the side of it that would light up.  
To get it going again, you had to ‘press the re-set button.’ 
If that didn’t work, you had to bleed it, get all the air out of it, and then press the 
re-set button again. You usually had to press it a few times to get it going. 
In between there was a time-delay. You couldn’t just continually press it. 
  
‘Pressing the re-set button’ is a bit like returning a computer to its default 
settings, whenever something goes wrong. 
 
‘Pressing the re-set button’ is like getting back to basics. 
That’s what I want to do here in Armagh over the next few Sunday mornings. 
So we’re turning to Titus to get back to basics – to press the re-set button. 
 
I’ve actually preached through Titus with you here in Armagh before. I’m sure none 
of you remember it, because it was 12 years ago – before I was even your pastor. 
It was summer 2006 – I was working for SIM at the time – and I was invited as a 
visiting preacher to preach 3 Sundays in a row.  
Titus has 3 chapters, so I preached through Titus – one chapter a week - while 
Andrew Roycroft was away on sabbatical in Peru! 
 
Then, a few months ago - Philip Moore (from Acts 29 France) preached here. It 
was Sunday 8

th
 April. It was the Sunday morning that we announced to a members 

meeting following the Lord’s Table that Paul McAdam had accepted the call to 
become our new Assistant Pastor, to help us with the work in Armagh and also to 
help us reach out to Keady. And what did Philip preach on that morning? Titus 
ch.1. The title of his sermon was: ‘Why plant churches?’ 
 
He really stressed the link between the need out there in society (v.12) and the 
need for planting churches by appointing good elders (v.5). You see, one of the 
Cretan’s own philosophers Epimenides had said, ‘Cretans are always liars, evil 
beasts, lazy gluttons’ – those were the characteristic traits of the people on the 

island of Crete. And that’s why it was important to preach the gospel, to plant 
churches, to appoint godly elders, and to call church members to live out the 
gospel, in terms of good works, if those liars, those evil beasts, those lazy gluttons 
were ever to be reached for Christ! I don’t know about you, but I was certainly 
challenged that morning, and I wanted to look at Titus with you again.  
 
So this morning, I’m going to begin by looking at the first 4 verses. Four points: 
 

1. What’s our mission? (v.1) 
 
‘Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of 

God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness.’ 
 
Paul reminds us in v.1 that he is writing as a servant of God, and as an apostle of 
Jesus Christ – so this is part of God’s inspired Word to us today as much as it 
ever was to Titus. Paul is writing as an Apostle of Christ to us! 
 
I want you to notice how he describes our mission… 
 
(i) ‘For the sake of the faith of God’s elect!’ (v.1a) 
 
What brings me back to the pastorate in Armagh this morning, after my holidays? 
What’s going to get me up in the mornings in the year that lies ahead? What’s our 
mission statement going to be in the coming months? 
 
It’s ‘for the sake of the faith of God’s elect!’ 
 
That’s what our ministry is all about. Why do we do what we do? Why do we 
prepare sermons, hold services, study the Bible, lead worship, etc, etc...? 
 
It’s ‘for the sake of the faith of God’s elect!’ 
 
Who are God’s elect; or chosen ones? Well, God’s elect might include you. 
It includes you, if God has chosen you from before the foundation of the world to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 
It includes you, if you’ve heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and responded to it in 
repentance and faith and submitted your life to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 
It includes you, if you’re seeking to live a life of godliness, as you read and study 
the Scriptures for yourself, and seek God’s face in prayer and in worship on your 
own, but also as part of the church that meets here in Armagh.  
And it’s for the sake of the faith of God’s elect, in this place, that I return to work 
today, and pledge to go on ministering to you as your pastor, alongside Paul, in the 
coming days. 



But you know, God’s elect are not just found within this building, worshipping with 
full hearts every Sunday. The thing is, there are still some of God’s elect out there, 
in Armagh, and in Keady, and in the whole surrounding district, but they just don’t 
know it yet! It’s like that word that Paul got from the Lord while he was in Corinth: 
 

‘Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and 
no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are  

my people.’ And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God 
among them. (Acts 18:9-10). 

 
All God’s elect had not yet been gathered in at that point while Paul was in Corinth. 
All God’s elect had not yet been gathered in as Paul left Titus on Crete. And all 
God’s elect have not yet been gathered in as far as Armagh & Keady are 
concerned – far from it! How do I know? Because if they were all gathered in, then 
the Lord would be back, and we’d be in heaven! 
 
No, there’s still more work to be done, there are still more to be saved, so the 
doctrine of God’s elect, gives us encouragement to go on, to get out there, and get 
on with it – ‘For the sake of the faith of God’s elect.’ (v.1) 
 
(ii) ‘…and their knowledge of the truth’ (v.1b) 
 
As well as bringing God’s elect to the point of salvation, to the point of repentance 
from sin and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ - that’s part of it, but it’s not all of it – we 
also have to see them come to the knowledge of the truth, and grow in their 
knowledge of the truth. That’s discipleship. 
  
We’re not just called to be fishers of men, we’re called to make disciples too. 
And as far as that’s concerned, our work will never be finished until the Lord 
comes again.  
 
What about you? Have you come to a knowledge of the truth yet? 
Do you know the truth of the Gospel?  
Do you know the One who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life? 
And if you do, are you growing in your knowledge of the truth daily? 
Are you getting to know Jesus better, are you getting to know his Word better? 
 
So Paul’s mission was the same as that of Titus.  
What he did in ministry he did for the sake of the faith of God’s elect. 
He did it for their knowledge of the truth, but it didn’t stop there. He did it… 
 
(iii) For godliness to prevail (v.1c) 
 
ESV has it ‘…and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness.’ 
Or as the NIV puts it: ‘for the knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness.’ 

That is a key theme in this letter. If we know the truth of the Gospel, and if we have 
come to believe in the truth of the Gospel, as opposed to all other falsehoods, then 
that in itself should lead us to live a godly life. It’s “the truth that leads to godliness.”  
 
Titus ch.2 will work that out in all its implications.  
But for now, if you are a true believer, are you a godly person? 
 

2. What’s our hope? (v.2) (i.e. Our absolute confidence) 
 
(i) Eternal Life – ‘in hope of eternal life’ (v.2a) 
 
Can you say these words, with Stuart Townend, and mean them? 
 

‘There is a hope that burns within my heart, 
That gives me strength for every passing day; 

A glimpse of glory now revealed in meagre part, 
Yet drives all doubt away: 

 
I stand in Christ, with sins forgiven; 

And Christ in me, the hope of heaven! 
My highest calling and my deepest joy, 

To make His will my home.’ 
 

Because if that isn’t your hope, your absolute confidence for the future, then you 
are lost, right now, and you need to be saved.  
And you can be saved, if you will turn from your sin, and put your hope, your trust, 
your confidence, in the Lord Jesus Christ – the One who loved you and gave 
himself for you at the cross! 
 
But how can we know that it’s true? How can we know we’re not deluding 
ourselves? How can we know we haven’t been tricked into believing all this… 
Because it’s… 
 
(ii) Based on the longstanding promises of ‘A God who never lies’ (v.2b) 
 
That phrase just jumped out at me the other morning as I thought about this 
passage: ‘The God who never lies.’ (v.2) – Contrast that with v.12… 
‘The Cretans, who are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.’ 
 
The island Titus was working on, is just the same as the world we’re living in. 
It’s full of lies. Think about the lies the world tells us: 
 
Think about the lie of evolution. That we, and all we see around us, have 
developed from lower forms of life. That you and I came from single cell organisms 
that make up pond slime, or that we’re just over-developed monkeys! That’s a lie.  



That it’s taken billions and billions of years for all these random mutations of 
genes to go on in generation after generation of animals to get to the point that the 
first man walked on the earth! That’s a lie. 
 
That God made a mistake when he made some of us males and some of us 
females. That you can be whatever you want to be! That if you want to be male, 
even though you’re in a female body, that’s OK you can be whatever you want to 
be. That you can change, you can get treatment and operations, and whatever you 
need, so that you can be exactly who you want to be. I’m sorry, but that’s a lie! 
And it’s time we said so, before many more lives and minds are wrecked, by all 
that’s going on around us. When will this world around us wake up and see that it’s 
a lie, and they’re all being deluded!? 
 
We live in a world that wants to believe Lies, before it will believe the Truth. 
But Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the TRUTH and the Life, no-one comes to the 
Father except through Me.’ (John 14:6) – you just need to come to Him. 
 
In 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12, it’s speaking about end times, and it says this: 
 
‘The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false 
signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, 

because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  
 

Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is 
false, in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had 

pleasure in unrighteousness.’ 
 

God’s Word, written in the first century, predicted that this world would believe a 
huge lie! It would be deluded. It would be taken up with falsehood, rather than 
believe the truth of the gospel. Isn’t that the world we’re living in today! 
 
But we have a hope that burns within our hearts. We have absolute confidence for 
the future, and we base that confidence on the long-standing promises of the 
Eternal God, ‘A God who never lies!’ 
 
I’d rather put my trust in that kind of God, than put my trust in the gods, idols and 
images of today’s world. Have you ever seen so much that is fake in our world 
today – from fake body parts to fake news, we live in a world that is fake, that is 
refusing to believe in the God who is absolutely and always true.  
 
How can we convince the world we live in, that they’re wrong, and we’re right? 
 

3. What’s our means? / What methods can we use? (v.3) 
 
Well it might seem very unsophisticated, but the means we have been given is 

(v.3a) The Preaching of the Word of God 
 
God promised this Truth before the ages began (v.2) Now he has revealed it:  
 

‘…at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching with which 
I have been entrusted by the command of God our Saviour.’ 

 
Let me put it as bluntly as I possibly can. As far as Paul and I are concerned: 
 

We have been Commanded...To Preach...The Word of God. 
 
That is the means that God has ordained for the Truth of the Gospel to get out,  
to a world that is lost, that would rather listen to lies.  
 
Do you not believe me? Then look at 1 Corinthians 1:21 
 

‘For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.’ 

 
So our mission – is for the sake of the faith of God’s elect. 
And here’s the means – through the folly of what we preach. 
That’s how God chooses to save men and women and give them that hope that 
burns within their hearts – the hope of eternal life. 
 
It is our solemn responsibility to keep on preaching the Gospel from one 
generation to the next, just as Paul did to Titus – ‘His true son in the faith.’ 
 
At the beginning of v.4 Paul refers to Titus as,  
 “my true child in a common faith.” (1:4) 
 
1. Titus was Paul’s son in the faith – i.e. Paul probably pointed him to the Lord. 
 
2. Titus was Paul’s true son in their common faith – i.e. even though Paul came 
from an ultra-orthodox Jewish background as a Pharisee originally, and Titus came 
from a completely pagan Greek background, yet now they shared ‘a common 
faith’. 
 
This is an important point – it doesn’t matter what background we come from – 
whether it’s Jewish, Gentile, Catholic, Protestant, churched, un-churched, Christian 
or Muslim, the important thing is that we come to be united to Christ, by faith in his 
person and work for us on the cross and so united to each other. 
 
After that all the old barriers and distinctions should be dropped for good!  
After that we should be brothers and sisters sharing a common faith. 
Paul stresses this idea of unity in this letter. 



Not only did he and Titus enjoy a father-son relationship, but the whole church on 
the island was an inter-generational Church: 
 
- Elders were to minister to members (ch.1) 
- Older men were to minister to younger men (ch.2) 
- Older women were to minister to younger women (ch.2). 
 
Praise God, here in Armagh, we have a healthy inter-generational church. 
All ages present and worshipping God together. All being fed from God’s Word. 
And through our Sunday School, children’s and youth ministries, Men@ABC and 
Baptist Women, all being taught the truth of God’s Word. 
 
We’ve seen our Mission, our Hope and our Means, but what’s our Message? 
 

4. What’s our message? (v.4) 
 

‘Grace and peace from God our Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour.’ 
 

Three words, and with this I’m finished. This is our message in a nutshell: 
 
It’s a message of Salvation: It’s how we can get right with God as our Father, 
through Jesus Christ as our Saviour. As we trust in Jesus, the one who died on 
the cross, bearing our sins, as the God-Man, as our Messiah, as our Saviour, we 
come into a right relationship with God as our Heavenly Father. 
 
That relationship has brought us Peace, and it’s based on Grace. 
 
‘Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’ (Romans 5:1) 
 
‘For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;  
it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.’ (Eph.2:8-9) 
 
Conclusion 
 
In this world that is so full of lies and fake news this morning, do you know 
anything about the grace of God, and the peace that is available to you, if you will 
simply come and bow the knee before Jesus Christ and acknowledge that  

He is God, and you are not! 
 

He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, no-one can come to God the Father, 
except through Him. Don’t be taken in by the Lies, come to the Truth today! 

 
(Over the next 3 Sundays we’ll look at the rest of Paul’s letter to Titus. Then 
I hope to start a new series in the Book of Daniel from September onwards). 

 


