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‘Jesus Walks on Water’ 
Introduction 
Tonight we come across a second storm in Mark’s Gospel. (Mark 6:48). 
Back in Mark 4:35-41 we saw Jesus calm a storm for the disciples while he was 
with them in the boat. The problem is, this time, they are on their own. 
  
From Mark 6 onwards Jesus is actually into his last year of ministry on earth.  
 

(According to John 6:4 the Feeding of the 5000 took place at Passover time, 
the following Passover Jesus would be put to death on the cross.) 

 
So Jesus is trying to get his disciples to learn some important lessons, so that they 
will be able to cope when he is no longer with them. I believe that’s what he’s 
doing in this passage. They have already seen him calm a storm back in ch.4 
while he was with them. Now they are going to find themselves in another storm in 
ch.6. The question is will they trust the Lord to work this one out, or will they go to 
pieces, because He’s not physically with them? 
  
But before we go any further, I want you to notice something in this passage: 
  

 After Jesus calmed the storm in ch.4 the disciples responded with a 
question: 

  
“Who then is this? That even the wind and the sea obey him!” 

 
So back then they were simply looking at Jesus as a man – as a human being. 
And he was that. The problem was they hadn’t yet grasped that he was anything 
more than that. By the end of this incident in Matthew’s Gospel, ch.14, those in 
the boat were worshipping him and saying (v.33),  

“Truly you are the Son of God!” - So they’d learned something from it. 
 
But in Mark’s Gospel the outcome of Jesus walking on the water is very different. 
When Jesus got into the boat with them in v.51, the wind ceased, but they didn’t 
fall down and worship him, instead, we’re told that ‘they were utterly astounded, 
and they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.’ 
 
Why this difference between Matthew and Mark at this point? 
Why in Matthew’s Gospel did the disciples in the boat worship Jesus as the Son of 
God, and yet in Mark’s Gospel they’re still astonished, they still don’t understand in 
their minds who Jesus is, and their hearts are still hardened to who he is? 
  
Well, let’s step back for a moment and take a closer look at this incident…  

Notice that: 
 
1. Jesus sent them into this storm on purpose (v.45) 
 
It says that Jesus made the disciples get into the boat, and go on ahead of him to 
the other side of the lake, while he sent the 5000-strong crowd away.  
 
Jesus, as God, knows all things, and he would have known that a storm was 
coming, but still he sent them into it. 
  
This is a very important point, because it shows that Jesus sometimes allows 
storms to come our way. But we need to know and to rest in the assurance that 
when he does so, it is for a good reason – it’s for our good! 
  
Jonah was in a storm because of disobedience, but the disciples were in a storm 
because they had obeyed their Lord, and were doing his will. 
 
When things take a turn for the worst in our lives it doesn’t necessarily mean that 
we have done anything wrong. 
 
One of these disciples would later in life write the words we find in 1 Peter 1:3-9. 
Peter had learned something about the storms of life. 
 
2. While they were in the storm, Jesus was praying for them (v.46) 
 
Jesus might have sent them into their storm. He might not have been physically 
present with them in it, but he hadn’t forgotten about them.  
 
He had gone up onto a mountain nearby to pray – probably to especially pray for 
them. Again we need to take comfort from this fact. Jesus may not be physically 
with us anymore, just as he wasn’t physically with the disciples in their storm...  
He might be in Heaven tonight, but he hasn’t forgotten about us.  
He is still praying for us. (See Romans 8:34, Hebrews 4:14-16). 
  
3. Jesus didn’t come to the disciples’ aid immediately (v.48) 
 
We are told in v.48 that it was during the fourth watch of the night that he went out 
to them. That’s sometime between 3:00 and 6:00 in the morning! 
 
From v.15 we know that the 5000 had been fed as evening approached, when it 
was already getting late – probably late afternoon - 6:00pm perhaps. 
 
As soon as the 5000 were fed, Jesus sent the disciples across the lake in the boat. 
We assume it was still daylight when they left, otherwise he wouldn’t have sent 
them. So it was probably before 9:00pm.  



So it was between 6 and 9 hours later when Jesus went out to help them! 
Why did he not go as soon as the storm arose? 
 
But then we could ask that question about many of Jesus’ miracles –  
 
e.g. Jairus’ daughter – he stopped to heal a woman on the way.  
By the time he got to her house, the girl was already dead (Mark 5:21-24, 35-36)  
 
e.g. Lazarus. Word was sent to Jesus to come and see Lazarus when he was still 
alive, but ill. But he deliberately stayed where he was, and when he did finally get 
to Bethany, Lazarus had been dead for four days! (Jn 11:32-39)  
 
Why did Jesus not go immediately? Or why did he not just speak a word as soon 
as he heard about the problem and heal the person from a distance - like he did 
with the Centurion’s servant? (John 4:49-53). 
 
On each occasion he was teaching these people something about himself, or 
something about their faith: e.g. “Don’t be afraid, just believe.” (Mk 5:36). 
 
Jesus was praying for his disciples, so he was concerned about them, but he didn’t 
go immediately to help them, because he wanted to use this incident to strengthen 
their faith in him.  
 
It’s only as we pass through the storm, or endure the storm, that our faith is tested 
and strengthened, and we learn the lessons (Romans 5:1-6). 
But, trust Him, God always acts “at just the right time!” (v.6) 
 
4. When Jesus did come they didn’t recognise Him! (v.49) 
 
Maybe in the middle of our storm the Lord is trying to help us, but we don’t always 
recognise the means that he is trying to use. e.g. Prayer, God’s Word, another 
Christian’s advice, or someone else who has passed through a similar experience. 
 
When Jesus went to the disciples, they hadn’t expected him to come to them 
walking on the water, so their immediate reaction was to think they had seen a 
ghost! This only added to their fear, it didn’t take it away (v.50). 
 
Here Jesus did act immediately. He didn’t want them to be any more frightened 
than necessary, “Take heart! It is I, (He said) Do not be afraid!”  (v.50) 
 

(N.B. “It is I” = “I am” – he was claiming to be the God of the O.T.!) 
 
Is it that the Lord is trying to reveal Himself to you, in order to reassure you, but 
you’re not listening, or not recognising his voice, in your storm tonight? 
  

 Now it’s in Matthew’s Gospel, at this point, that Peter goes walking 
on the water (Matthew 14:28-31) 

 
Peter knew it was the Lord; otherwise he would never have come up with such a 
suggestion. It was out of faith that Peter asked the Lord to ask him to come to him 
(v.28). 
 
Jesus commanded him to “Come!” - and anything Jesus commands he enables us 
to do. So Peter got out of the boat, and he was able to walk on the water towards 
Jesus! 
 
Peter had great faith to take such a step.  
I wonder how many of us would have done it? 
  
But the problem arose when he took his eyes off the amazing miracle Jesus had 
just performed, and took his eyes off Jesus himself, and got a glimpse again of the 
storm he was in. That’s when he began to sink, and go under. He didn’t keep his 
eyes on Jesus. 
 
But none of us have ever even taken one step on water, so we can’t be too hard 
on Peter. But we’ve all been in the storms of life, and taken our eyes off Jesus, 
and got overwhelmed with the problems we were facing, instead of trusting in 
Jesus’ ability to see us through. It’s only when we get to the end of ourselves that 
we cry out those important words: “Lord, save me!”  
Because most of the time we are trying to cope with it all, on our own. 
 
Again in answer to that prayer, Jesus acted immediately, and caught Peter by the 
hand. And when we cry out in desperation, at the end of ourselves, Jesus will not 
be slow to act. He is only too willing to reach out and save us! 
  

 But Jesus rebuked Peter for his little faith (Matt.14:31) 
 

“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
 
You see, this was the very point that Jesus was trying to teach Peter and the other 
disciples through this whole experience.  
 
That whether He was with them in the boat, or away from them on a mountain-
top praying, or even in Heaven praying for them, He was absolutely trustworthy, 
and they and we have no reason whatsoever to doubt.  
 
In a year’s time they would be on their own, they would have to learn to trust Him, 
even when they couldn’t see him: ‘To Walk by faith, not by sight!’ 
  

 In the end, the disciples are worshipping Him as God. (Matt.14:33) 



All they had just witnessed: Jesus walking on the water, in the middle of a storm; 
Peter being able to take a few steps on the water, and the fact that the wind died 
down as soon as he stepped into their boat, was enough to convince them at last, 
that He was who He claimed to be, that He was the very Son of God!  
So they fell down before Him and worshipped Him! 
 

‘And those in the boat worshipped him saying, 
‘Truly you are the Son of God!’ 

  

 But that’s not the outcome as far as Mark’s Gospel is concerned. 
 

In fact there are a number of differences between Matthew & Mark’s accounts: 
 
1. There are some extra details that Mark includes:  
 
(v.39) – The ‘green’ grass 
 
(v.40) – They sat down in groups ‘of hundreds and fifties’. 
 
(v.41) – ‘And he divided the two fish among them all.’ 
 
(v.45) – ‘Bethsaida’ is mentioned as the place they were going to. 
 
(v.48) – ‘They were making headway painfully’ 
 
(v.49) – ‘He came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them…’ 
 
But then from the end of v.50, there are 4 verses missing in Mark’s account, that 
Matthew records for us, and they’re all about Peter walking on the water to Jesus. 
 
Why would Mark leave those out? 
 
Well, as you know John Mark was not one of the Twelve Disciples. Matthew was. 
Matthew was one of the 11 disciples who were in the boat, who came to the 
conclusion in Matt.14:33 that Jesus truly was the Son of God, and worshipped him. 
 
And yet, we firmly believe that Peter was behind the writing of Mark’s Gospel. 
What Mark wrote, he wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, but he wrote it 
from the eye-witness accounts of Peter. Peter gave him all those extra details.  
But Peter didn’t record the fact that he had walked on the water. Why? 
 
Because the Gospel is not about Peter – the Gospel is about the God-man who 
was able to walk on water. The Gospel is about Jesus. Peter didn’t want to draw 
attention to himself. So instead of pointing out that this was the moment that the 
light went on for him, he doesn’t – in fact he does the opposite. For him he says: 

1 – He was utterly astounded. 
2 – He did not understand about the loaves. 
3 – In fact his heart was still hardened. 
 
I don’t doubt the truth of both of these accounts. Both were inspired by the Holy 
Spirit to be written down for our learning. But one was written from the viewpoint of 
Matthew – who was in the boat. The other was written from the viewpoint of Peter 
– who had stepped out of the boat. As long as he kept his eyes on Jesus, he was 
able to walk on water, but when he took his eyes off Jesus and got them onto the 
waves, and became terrified by the storm again, he didn’t fall down and worship 
Jesus as the God-man – no, he’s honest with us, and he tells us: 
 
1 – He was utterly astounded. 
2 – He did not understand about the loaves. 
3 – His heart was still hardened. 
 
You see, Peter’s turning point hadn’t come yet. The penny hadn’t dropped for him 
yet. That was still to come. When did that happen? 
 
That happened 2 chapters later in Mark 8:29 or in Matthew 16:16. 
Both of those accounts come about 2 chapters after this story in Mark & Matthew. 
 
Notice a verse that comes just before that turning point in Mark 8:17 
 
After another miraculous feeding – this time of 4000 people – the disciples are 
once again in another boat. And they realise they’ve no bread with them. 
And they’re talking about this among themselves and Jesus overhears them. 
Look what he says in Mark 8:17 
 

‘Why are you discussing the fact that you have no bread? 
Do you not perceive or understand? 

Are your hearts hardened?... 
Read on down to the end of v.21. 
And then they come again to Bethsaida (v.22) 
And we have the story of a blind man to whom Jesus gave sight. 
A picture of the fact that all the disciples were still blind and couldn’t really see who 
Jesus was. 
 
But then in v.27 Jesus and his disciples are on their way up to Caesarea Philippi, 
and Jesus asks them: ‘Who do people say that I am?’ 
 
And among the disciples that day they came up with various answers: 
 

- Some say John the Baptist – that takes us back to Mark 6:14 & Herod. 
- Some say Elijah – that takes us back to the last prophecy of the O.T. 



- Others said he was one of the prophets. 
- But when Jesus asks them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ For the very 

first time, Peter says: ‘You are the Christ’ (You are the Messiah). 
 
That was the turning point for Peter. That was the moment the light came on for 
Peter. That’s when the penny dropped for him. 
 
And in fact that becomes the turning point of Mark’s Gospel. 
Up until that point Mark has been concerned with us getting who Jesus is. 
From that point onwards Mark begins to talk about what Jesus came to do. 
So from the very next verse onwards Jesus begins to tell them that he’s going to 
Jerusalem to die – and after 3 days he would rise again. (Mark 8:31). 
 
Do you see what’s going on here? 
 
The important thing for each one of us here tonight is to  

- See who Jesus is. 
- And then trust in what Jesus came to do. 

 
Has the penny dropped for you yet? 
Have you had your light-bulb moment yet? 
 
Conclusion 
 
So Scripture records two outcomes for the story of Jesus walking on water: 
 

- In Mark’s Gospel – they’re utterly amazed, but they don’t understand, 
because their hearts are still hardened. Is that you? You just won’t 
believe? 

 
- In Matthew’s Gospel – they’re amazed, and maybe they don’t understand 

all that they’ve just witnessed, but they fall down on the deck of that boat 
and they worship Jesus, crying out: ‘Truly, You are the Son of God!’ 

 
- Which response are you going to make tonight? 

 
He is who He claims to be – walking on water proves it. He is the Son of God. 
 
He did what He came to do – He died on a cross in your place and mine, taking 
the punishment for our sins – and we know it worked, because he rose again 3 
days later.  
 
What’s not to believe? - He is who he says he is; He did what he came to do. 
Trust Him, because He is the Saviour, He is the Messiah, He is the Son of God! 
And he can meet every need as can be seen in the closing verses of Mark ch.6.  

He’s not just a ghost - as the disciples first thought walking on the water. 
He’s not just a healer - as the people of Gennesaret wanted him to be. 
He is the Son of God - and He is the Messiah, as Peter came to believe. 
 
And he should know, he was there, he saw it all with his own eyes. 
And he writes these things so that you and I will believe also. Amen.  
 
 


