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“Bow down to the Golden Image!” (Part 2) 
Introduction 
Towards the end of our study last Sunday morning, we saw… 
Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego being hauled before the king (vs.13-15) 
 
Nebuchadnezzar was furious with rage! (v.13)  
He had commanded that everybody, on the sound of the music, should bow down 
and worship the image of gold that he had set up on the Plain of Dura, in Babylon. 
 
Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego, the 3 young Jewish civil servants didn’t do it,  
so they were hauled before the king to give an account of themselves. 
 
To his credit, King Nebuchadnezzar did give them one more opportunity to bow 
down to his image in vs.14-15. If they did it this time, that would be OK - that 
would be the end of the matter. But if they didn’t do it this time, Nebuchadnezzar 
said they’d be thrown into a burning fiery furnace, and then he said: 
 

 ‘And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?’ 
 

Instead of submitting himself to the Living and True God, Nebuchadnezzar laid 
down another challenge; he threw down the gauntlet again – challenging their God 
to prove himself all over again! As if he was more powerful than God!  
 
What Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego said in response to him is very significant 
in vs.16-18. Whether God spared their lives or not, they weren’t going to worship 
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image that he had set up. They just wouldn’t do it! 
 
And that was the cliff-hanger we were left with last week… 
 
Now I want you to notice what these 3 young men said; what Nebuchadnezzar 
said; and then I want you to see something that God said in Isaiah ch.43, that was 
meant for the exiles in Babylon: 
 
The King said: “Who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” (v.15) 
 
The young men said (vs.17-18): “If this be so, our God whom we serve is able  

to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out 
of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we  
will not serve your gods or worship the golden image you have set up.”  

 
How could these three young men be so bold and so confident? 
Well, I believe, it’s because of what God said in His Word in Isaiah ch.43…  

But before I read those verses to you, it’s important for you to know that Isaiah 
chs.40-55 were probably written around 700 BC. Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego 
are living in Babylon around 600 BC. So these words were written about 100 years 
before, by the prophet Isaiah. These young men would have known these words. 
The question is would they believe them, and have the courage to act upon them?  
Here’s what God said: 

(Isaiah 43:1b-5a) 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; (Red Sea) 

And through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; (River Jordan) 
When you walk through the fire you shall not be burned, 

And the flame shall not consume you. (Babylon!) 
For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 

Because you are precious in my eyes, and honoured, and I love you, 
I give men in return for you, peoples in exchange for your life. 

Fear not, for I am with you!”  
 

Further down that same chapter God says this to his exiled people in Babylon: 
 

“You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, 
“and my servant whom I have chosen, 

that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. 
Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me. 

I, I am the LORD, and besides me there is no Saviour. 
I declared and saved and proclaimed, 

When there was no strange god among you; 
And you are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and I am God.  

Also henceforth I am he; there is none who can deliver from my hand; 
I work, and who can turn it back? 

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 
“For your sake I send to Babylon and bring them all down as fugitives,  

even the Chaldeans, in the ships in which they rejoice. 
I am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.” 

(Isaiah 43:10-15) 
 

You know, sometimes people today claim those verses as if they literally belong to 
them, ripping them out of their context, and believing that God can protect them as 
they pass through fire and water today. And maybe he does, and maybe He will… 
But if anybody had the right to claim those verses for themselves it was Shadrach, 
Meshach & Abednego. (Or rather it was Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah to give 
them their God-given names). ‘He had called them by their names; they were His!’ 
And God had promised to look after them while they were in exile in Babylon.         



Even when ‘the Chaldeans’ (mentioned in Isaiah 43:14 and Daniel 3:8) were 
scheming against them, trying to find fault with them, spying on them when they 
quietly stayed standing, instead of bowing down to the image. God had already 
written His Word, and their names were written all over it! It was for them! 
 
So, knowing this passage of Scripture, in what way did it make a difference? 
Putting their confidence in God’s written and revealed Word, what could they say? 
They could say: 
 
1. Our God is Able (v.17) - (See Isaiah 43:2b) 
 
‘Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace’ (v.17) 
 

They could say that so confidently, not because it was wishful thinking, but 
because it was exactly what God had said in His Word about them 100 years 
earlier in Isaiah 43:2b… 
 

‘When you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
and the flame shall not consume you.’ 

 
That was their confidence. That verse applied to their situation in Babylon in 
600BC. But it was based on what God had already done a long time ago in history 
at the Red Sea and at the Jordan River as he led his people through the desert… 
 

‘When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; (Red Sea) 
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you.’ (River Jordan) 

 
So because God had been able to do the first part of that verse in history, then 
they had confidence that their God was able to do the second part of that verse, 
right there and then, as they faced the burning fiery furnace in Babylon. 
 
Their trust wasn’t in their own strength or ability; their trust was in God, in this 
extreme situation. I find it interesting that this is the verse that LIFT – Labour in 
Faith and Trust chose as their motto: ‘The Lord God whom we serve is able.’ 
 
And as Ken & Freda, John & Betty and Kenny Russell all head out to South Africa 
on a LIFT Team later this week: Go in the strength of that verse; Go with your 
confidence placed not in your own strength or ability, but with your confidence 
placed in our great God, for ‘the Lord God whom we serve is able to deliver you!’ 
 
But then these 3 young men also faced the reality that maybe it wouldn’t be God’s 
will to deliver them on this particular occasion. They didn’t see this verse as a 
complete blank cheque. It was all subject to the sovereign Will of God.  
God didn’t have to spare their lives on this occasion…  

He could do whatever He wanted with their lives, as far as they were concerned. 
They bowed to the sovereignty of God. Because not only did they say: 
 

‘Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace…’ 
 
They also went on to say: 
 

‘But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods  
or worship the golden image that you have set up!’ (v.18) 

 
When the McArthur family were going through some of the early stages of their 
court cases in Belfast, I remember posting that verse on Facebook at the time. 
Nobody knew which way any of those court cases were going to go – whether at 
the local County Court, or at the High Court in Belfast, or the UK Supreme Court. 
Any of those cases could have gone either way. Two of the outcomes went 
against them. It was only the highest court in the land that ruled in their favour.  
But were they swayed by what the courts said? No they weren’t. Their attitude 
was, ‘Our God is able to deliver us…’ – ‘But even if he doesn’t, we still won’t serve 
your gods or worship the image you have set up!’  
And that’s absolutely the right attitude to have. 
 
We have no way of knowing which way the courts will rule in this generation in 
which we live. Sometimes they will go with us, sometimes they will go against us, 
but the important thing is that one day we have to be able to stand before a Higher 
Throne and have nothing to be ashamed of on that day.  
 
If the Supreme Court ruling had gone against the Ashers how would you have felt? 
Would you have felt as if God had let us Christians down? Would you have 
doubted the existence of God? Would you have said there’s no point in praying 
anymore? - I hope not!  
 
No, we have to let God be God! We have to allow Him to be sovereign in all these 
situations. And whether it goes our way or not, we still won’t bow down to the 
modern-day anti-god agenda that so many people want to foist upon us! 
 
These three young men in Babylon could say: ‘Our God is able.’ 
 
But what about that challenge that Nebuchadnezzar laid down to them in v.15? 

‘And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?’ 
 

Well, before we move on, I just want you to notice that God had already dealt with 
that one, 100 years earlier in Isaiah 43 as well. Let me read from vs.10-15. 

N.B. (Isaiah 43:13) - ‘There is none who can deliver from my hand!’  
i.e. God’s hand was stronger than Nebuchadnezzar’s hand. It was no contest! 



These 3 young men in Babylon could say ‘Our God is Able.’ They could also say: 
 
2. Our God is With Us (v.25) – (See Isaiah 43:5a) 
 
In vs.19-25 we have the story of what happened next. Nebuchadnezzar was filled 
with more fury, and his whole attitude towards these 3 young Hebrew men had 
changed. In ch.2 he had promoted them for being able to tell him his dream and 
interpret it for him with Daniel; but now in ch.3 he’s about to burn them alive!  
 
He knows they’re not going to bow before his image. I’m sure he thinks they’ve 
been obstinate and arrogant as they stood before him in these verses, so he 
orders that the furnace be super-heated – seven times hotter than it usually was! 
(No expense spared! Maybe he was in the RHI boiler scheme too!) (v.19). 
 
And then he orders some of his strongest, mighty men to bind Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace (v.20). 
 
So they bound them – still wearing their cloaks, tunics, turbans and other 
garments - and threw them into the burning fiery furnace (v.21). 
 
But look what happened (v.22) – because the king was furious, and because it 
was all done in a hurry, and the furnace was so hot, the flames from the fire 
actually killed the men who brought them up to the opening of the furnace to throw 
them in! So the guards died on the spot, as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
fell bound and fully clothed into the red-hot furnace (v.23). 
 
Now, there must have been a side opening in the furnace, because the king was 
able to look on and see what was going on inside. And what he saw in v.24 made 
him jump to his feet immediately. He checked with his advisors: 

‘Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?’ 
They said ‘Yes, that’s true, O King.’ 

To which the king said (v.25): 
‘But I see four men, unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 
are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.’ 

 
Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego could say ‘Our God is able’ before they went 
into the fire, but while they were in the fire, they could say, ‘Our God is with us!’ 
 
Now let me deal with this verse. In the Authorised, and New King James Versions 
of the Bible it says,  

‘And the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.’ 
 

All modern Bible versions have: 
‘And the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.’ (ESV, NIV, NASB) 

Now, remembering that this section of the Bible is written in Aramaic, and that this 
is the pagan Emperor, King Nebuchadnezzar speaking, someone who believes in 
many gods and idols and images, what is it that he is most likely to have said? 
 
The answer to that question is obvious. Since he believed in many gods, he is 
unlikely to have called this mysterious fourth figure in the fire ‘The Son of God’ - 
He is more likely to have thought of it as ‘a son of one of the gods’.  
In fact the term used here could even apply to ‘an angel’ - which is exactly how he 
refers to this person further down this chapter in v.28.  
 

‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him.’ 

 

You and I, from our viewpoint, can see this as a pre-incarnate appearance of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to stand with his servants as they passed through the fires of 
persecution in Babylon, or it could have been a divine messenger, an angel, but 
either way, these 3 young men could simply say: ‘Our God is with us in the fire!’ 
And again that’s exactly what God promised 100 years earlier in Isaiah 43:5… 

‘Fear not, for I am with you!’ 
 

Those are great words for any of us to hear, and for all of us to know, when we’re 
passing through any kind of difficulty, any kind of persecution, it’s then that God 
shows up: ‘I am with you!’ – and isn’t that what Amy McArthur testified to, so well, 
in that interview that was aired just after their Supreme Court Victory. ‘God was 
with them through it all.’ The whole experience had really strengthened their faith! 
 
Our God is Able; Our God is With Us; and third, in the aftermath of this incident: 
  
3. Our God is Worshipped (v.28) – (See Isaiah 43:18-21) 
 
In Isaiah 43:10 God says 100 years in advance to these exiles,  

‘You are my witnesses’ declares the Lord. 
And he says the same thing again in v.12: ‘You are my witnesses.’ 

 
What is the ultimate goal of being witnesses for God? 
Our ultimate goal is to see more and more people worshipping our God! 
And that’s exactly what happens in the outcome of this event surrounding the 
burning fiery furnace in Daniel ch.3. 
 
In v.26 King Nebuchadnezzar goes over to the door of the burning fiery furnace 
and calls for Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego to ‘come out and come here!’ 
And he calls them ‘Servants of the Most High God.’ There was no doubt as to 
who they belonged to. They were servants of the Most High God. So Shadrach, 
Meshach & Abednego come out of the fire, and the satraps, the prefects, the 



governors and king’s counsellors all gathered around them to investigate:        
How did these 3 young men survive this super-heated furnace!? 
 
Well, as they investigated (v.27) they discovered that: The fire had not had any 
power over the bodies of these men; The hair of their heads was not singed; Their 
cloaks were not harmed; and There wasn't even the smell of fire on them at all! 
 
So having seen the evidence for himself, what did this pagan king, the most 
powerful man in all the world, who worshipped many gods and idols and images, 
the one who had set up this huge golden image of himself on the plain of Dura for 
everyone to bow down to and worship – what did this man say? (v.28) He said: 
 

‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him, 

and set aside the king’s command, and yielded up their bodies 
rather than serve and worship any god except their own God.’ 

 
This pagan king, who started the chapter wanting everyone to worship an image of 
himself, ends the chapter worshipping the Living and True God himself: 
  

‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego!’ 
 

And what’s more, in v.29, before he promotes these 3 young men once again,  
He issues a decree to the whole of the Babylonian Empire stating: 
 

‘Any people, nation or language that speaks anything against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses 

laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is able to rescue in this way!’ 
 

What we have here in this edict is ‘freedom of religion for all’ but especially for 
those who want to worship the Living and True God, Yahweh, the God of Israel. 
If you go back to ch.2:5 you’ll discover that the wise men who couldn’t tell the king 
his dream or interpret it for him, were going to be torn limb from limb and have 
their houses laid in ruins – now it’s anybody who speaks anything against the God 
of these 4 young Hebrew men – that’s what will happen to them! The tables have 
turned! Nebuchadnezzar wants the people of his empire to worship our God! 
Our God is Able; Our God is With us; Our God is Worshipped; and finally… 
 
4. Our God is Unique (v.29) – (See Isaiah 43:10-13) 
 
Why did Nebuchadnezzar issue this decree? Because he has come to realise:  
 

‘There is no other god who is able to rescue (who is able to save) in this way! 

And where did Nebuchadnezzar get that from? Well, he mightn’t have known the 
passage that these 3 young men were relying on, but Isaiah ch.43 is where King 
Nebuchadnezzar got these words from, unwittingly. Because in vs.11-13 it says: 
 

‘I, I am the LORD, and besides me there is no Saviour! 
I declared and saved and proclaimed, 

When there was no strange god among you; 
And you are my witnesses.’ Declares the LORD, ‘and I am God.’ 

Also henceforth I am he; there is none who can deliver from my hand; 
I work, and who can turn it back?’ 

Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.’ 
 

God had shown himself to be the Ultimate Saviour that day. He did it in Babylon! 
As far from the holy city of Jerusalem as you could imagine. But he had proved 
that day that ‘there is no-one who can deliver from his hand.’ 
 

‘I, I am the LORD, and besides me there is no Saviour!’ 
 

And that’s what we worship our God for today. Because He is Unique: 
‘You alone can rescue, You alone can save, 

To You alone belongs the highest praise!’ 
We worship God for His power to save each one of us in Christ! 

 
Conclusion 
Over 600 years later, Peter, James and John were arrested for healing a crippled 
man outside the Temple gates in Jerusalem, and then for preaching the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to the crowds that gathered afterwards.  
Before the Jewish Ruling Council the next day, in Acts 4:10-12, they said this: 
 

‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today concerning a 
good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let 
it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead – by him 
this man is standing before you well. (Listen:) ‘This Jesus is the stone that was 
rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.’ (And Listen:) 

‘And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.’ 

 
Our God is Able; Our God is With us; Our God is Worshipped; but we want people 
to see that Our God is Unique – He is the ONLY One who can save sinners! 
 
‘There is salvation in no one else – for these is no other name under heaven  

given among men by which we MUST be saved!’ – Are you saved? 


