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Introduction 
I want to begin with Ephesians 6:10-12… 
 

‘Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole 
armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.’ 
 

Those are very familiar verses for those who’ve attended evangelical churches for 
many years. You’ve probably heard ‘The Armour of God’ preached on at some 
time. But do we ever really understand it? Do we really appreciate what it’s like to 
wrestle – (not against flesh and blood, in a physical sense) but to really wrestle – 
in prayer – against the principalities and powers that rule over this dark world in 
which we live? Do we really know how to engage with unseen spiritual forces of 
evil in heavenly places? Sometimes we only give it lip service, but it’s real! 
 
Now come to Daniel ch.10 to see just how real it is! Because what’s presented to 
us in Ephesians 6, and in Daniel 10, is like a parallel universe. Now I’m not into 
Doctor Who, or Star Wars, or Star Trek or anything like that. I don’t like science 
fiction at all, so that’s not what I’m talking about, but what I am talking about is this: 
 
There is a world of flesh and blood that we can see, and touch, and feel and hear, 
with our senses. But there is also another world, equally as real, made of things 
that we can’t normally see, or touch, or feel, or hear – and that’s the spirit world. 
 
There’s a world of angels, and of fallen angels. There’s a realm of spiritual powers 
behind world rulers - controlling them, and making them do all kinds of things. 
 
There’s a struggle going on between the powers of good and evil.  
There’s a spiritual battle going on between The Triune God and his holy angels, 
against their opponents – the devil and his fallen angels, otherwise known as 
demons. And God’s people are often caught in the middle of it! 
 
Now we know that ‘Our God is in control’ and we know ‘Our side wins in the end!’ 
Those are some of the lessons we’ve learned from the Book of Daniel. 
But how do we know that? How do we know that our side wins in the end? 
It’s because Jesus has won the decisive victory for us at the cross! 
Just listen to this from Colossians 2:13-15. I love the way the NIV puts it: 
 

‘When you were dead in your sins…God made you alive with Christ.’ (How?) 

‘He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the written code, with its regulations, 
that was against us and that stood opposed to us;  

(Where did he do this?) He took it away, nailing it to the cross.  
(Listen…) And having disarmed the powers and authorities,  

He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.’ 
 

So we know that the decisive battle has been fought and won for us at the cross.  
When Jesus cried out ‘It is finished!’ that was a note of victory.  

As we sing in that song ‘See what a morning…’ 
‘Death is dead, Love has won, Christ has conquered!’ 

‘And we shall reign with Him, for He lives, Christ is risen from the dead!’ 
 

But it’s a bit like D-Day in the Second World War. The Allied forces landed on the 
beaches of Normandy in Northern France on 6

th
 June 1944. That was D-Day… 

The Decisive Day in the course of the Second World War. But the war wasn’t over. 
 

V.E. Day (Victory in Europe Day) didn’t happen until 8
th
 May 1945. 

Nearly a year later! 
 
So what was going on for those 11 months from June 1944 to May 1945? 
People were still engaging in battles and skirmishes all over Europe. 
People were still being attacked. People were still being injured.  
People were still laying down their lives, right up to the end of the War. 
The decisive victory had been won, but the war wasn’t over. It was still going on. 
 
And that’s true in the spiritual realm too. The Decisive Victory has been won for us 
at the cross by the Captain of our Salvation, the Lord Jesus Christ; but it goes on! 
 
A battle raged throughout the pages of the Old Testament between the seed of the 
serpent and the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15). The battle raged even hotter 
while Jesus was here on earth, culminating in his death for us on the cross. The 
serpent might have bruised his heel, but the Seed of the Woman bruised Satan’s 
head at the cross, by dying and rising again defeating sin and death and the devil. 
  
But that battle continues to rage through the last 2000 years and we’re still in it as 
God’s people today. And it will continue until Jesus returns and takes us as his 
people home, and pours out the final wrath of God on the devil and all his angels!  
 
In Daniel 7, just before we were introduced to this figure – one like a Son of Man, 
coming on the clouds of heaven into the presence of the Ancient of Days, we were 
told this in v.12:  

‘As I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to 
be burned with fire. As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away,  

but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.’ 



Now, from our perspective in this world, it looked like Jesus had been killed and 
his body destroyed and laid in a tomb. And that’s exactly what happened on earth. 
 
But in the spiritual realm, as a result of that struggle at Calvary, it was actually the 
beast who was killed, his body destroyed, and he was assigned to be burned with 
fire! – And he will be – when we get to Revelation 20 - the beast will be cast into 
the Lake of Fire, prepared for the devil and all his angels. 
 
But Daniel 7:12 also says: ‘As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken  

away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.’ 
 
In other words, the decisive victory was won at the cross, but the influence of 
these beasts in this world continues, and will continue, until Christ returns. 
 
So what I’ve said so far this morning, has been to get you to think about the reality 
of spiritual warfare, and the spiritual battle that has been raging from the beginning 
of time in Genesis 3, and that will continue to rage until Jesus comes again, and 
finally banishes the devil and all his angels to the eternal Lake of Fire. 
 
But if this is true - and it is - then Daniel was caught up in that spiritual battle in his 
day, and you and I are caught up in that spiritual battle in our day too. 
 
So come with me to Daniel ch.10, which is the introduction to the final vision of the 
book, which we’ll look at in the final 2 chapters over the next few Sunday mornings 
 
1. The Context (vs.1-3) 
 
Once again Daniel ch.10, like the other chapters in this section, starts with a date. 
And the date is important to notice: ‘In the third year of the reign of Cyrus the king 
of Persia’ (v.1). That’s when this word, this final vision, was revealed to Daniel, 
who we’re reminded here had been renamed Belteshazzar, all those years ago, 
when he’d arrived in Babylon as a teenager. So 70 years of exile had passed, and 
Daniel is now a man in his late 80s. If he came at 17, he was now over 87. 
 
Now the third year of King Cyrus’ reign in Persia is mentioned here. 
But we need to remember what King Cyrus did in his first year of coming to power. 
What was that? Turn back to Ezra ch.1 and we can find out. (Read Ezra 1:1-4) 
 
Cyrus had issued a decree that the Jews could go back to Jerusalem in his first 
year. So what had happened since? Well some did go back, while others, like 
Daniel, didn’t. (He was probably too old to make the journey).  
Others had probably got too involved in life in Babylon, and had been secularised, 
so they had no notion of ever going back to Jerusalem, especially all those who 
had been born since! 

Ezra 2:64-66 tells us who went back in the first wave: Just 42,000 people! 
Think of the 2 million who left Egypt to travel to the Promised Land long ago! 
It was pitiful by comparison! 
 
Ezra 3:1 tells us that it took them 7 months just to get settled and get an altar built 
to the Lord for sacrifice and worship. 
 
Ezra 3:8 tells us that it was in the second year that they got around to laying the 
foundation of the actual Temple building, around the altar they had built earlier! 
- Many of the older folk wept aloud, because they remembered the glory of the 
former Temple. This looked so pitiful by comparison. So they got discouraged! 
 
And then in Ezra 4:1 they began to face opposition from the Samaritans in the 
land – former Israelites who were now mixed race. So by Ezra 4:4-5 they’re afraid 
to build and the work comes to a stand-still… for the rest of King Cyrus’ reign! 
 
News of this must have got back to Daniel, and that’s why he’s in mourning in 
Daniel 10:2… ‘In the third year of King Cyrus’s reign over the Persian Empire.’ 
 
So now Daniel receives a word from the Lord. It was a word about a great conflict. 
He understood what it meant. His people were in ‘great conflict’ in Jerusalem.  
It wasn’t all rosy. And this was going to be the pattern for many years to come.  
It was going to be ‘a troubled time’ (ch.9:25). 
 
That’s why Daniel has been in mourning for 3 weeks by the time we get to v.2. 
It’s the first month, and normally this is when the Passover would have been 
celebrated. First day – pick the lamb. 14

th
 day kill the lamb, week-long Feast of 

Unleavened bread. So 3 weeks would normally be the period of Passover. 
This is the period that Daniel has been in mourning. This is the period that the 
returned exiles should have been celebrating Passover for the first time in 70 
years back in Jerusalem, but it wasn’t happening because of all this turmoil. 
 
So Daniel has been in a state of mourning, fasting, not anointing himself with oil, 
praying constantly for 3 weeks. It’s at the end of this period that he gets this vision 
of a man clothed in linen with a belt of gold round his waist. Who could this be? 
 
2. The Vision (vs.4-19) 
 
On the 24

th
 day of the first month, as Daniel is standing on the banks of the Tigris 

River, (with a few friends - v.7), he sees a man clothed in linen, with a belt of gold 
round his waist, standing before him.  
 
Now there are so many similarities to John’s vision of the Risen Christ in Rev.1 
here, that we’d be forgiven for thinking that this was the Son of God too, but it’s 



probably not, as we’ll see down in v.13. How could the Son of God be stopped by 
the Prince of Persia, and why would He require the help of Michael the archangel? 
Is a fallen angel, or even an archangel, more powerful than God himself? – NO! 
 
So we must conclude that this figure who appears to Daniel is an important angel, 
possibly Gabriel, who appeared to him before in ch.8:16, but we’re not told his 
name in ch.10. 
 
So this angel looks like a man (v.5). He’s dressed in linen, with a belt of gold 
around his waist (v.5). His body is like beryl, his face is like lightning, his eyes are 
like flaming torches, his arms and legs gleam like burnished bronze. And when he 
speaks it’s like the sound of a multitude speaking. It’s loud, and it’s with authority! 
 
Now, it’s important to notice the effect that this vision has on Daniel himself 
throughout this chapter. We know Daniel to be a godly man, but even he struggles 
in the presence of God’s messenger – in the presence of an angel who has never 
sinned.  
 
A bit like Saul, on the Damascus Road, in Acts ch.9, Daniel was the only one who 
saw this vision, even though he had companions with him. They were overcome 
with great trembling and fled for their lives, but they didn’t see what Daniel saw 
(v.7). So Daniel was left alone to see this great vision for himself (v.8). 
 
He’s sapped of energy. His appearance is changed. His strength is gone (v.8-9). 
Then he falls into a deep sleep or trance, or he faints with his face to the ground. 
 
Then a hand touches him, that sets him trembling again on his hands and knees 
(v.10). And then this heavenly visitor begins to speak in v.11… 
 
‘O Daniel, man greatly loved’ (That’s the second time he’s been told that – cf.9:23) 
‘Understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for now I have been 
sent to you.’ (That’s the second time he’s been told that by Gabriel – cf. 9:21-23). 
Now Daniel is able to stand on his feet, but he’s still trembling (10:11). 
 
Again he is told that from the moment he started to pray, his words had been 
heard, and now his answer was being given (v.12). - But that was 3 weeks ago! 
What was the delay? Why had it taken 3 weeks for the answer to be given? 
All that time, Daniel had been mourning, fasting and praying (vs.2-3). 
 
Well, we’re told in v.13 why there had been a delay: 
 

‘The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, 
but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, 

for I was left there with the kings of Persia.’ 

Now, we need to pause for a moment, and try to understand this: 
 
‘The prince of the kingdom of Persia’ seems to be some shadowy figure who 
stands behind the kings of Persia – because they’re all mentioned in this verse. 
 
‘Michael, one of the chief princes’ came to help this angel who was now talking to 
Daniel, because he had been detained there by this prince of Persia. 
 
What’s going on here? 
 
Well it might be helpful for us to understand how this word ‘prince’ was used while 
Jesus was here on earth. 
 
In Matthew 9:34, 12:24, Mark 3:22 & Luke 11:15 Jesus is accused by the religious 
leaders of his day of being able to cast out demons by the power of Beelzebul,  
‘the prince of demons’. 
 
In John 12:31, 14:30 and 16:11 Satan himself is called ‘the ruler (or the prince) of 
this world’. 
 
In Ephesians 2:2 ‘The prince of the power of the air’ is the spirit who is now at 
work in those who are disobedient to the Gospel.  
 
So this idea of ‘prince’ in Daniel is referring to one of these demonic powers, one 
of these fallen angels, controlled by the devil, who at that time was behind the 
kings of Persia.  
 
And Michael, on the other hand, was ‘one of the chief princes’ on God’s side, who 
was able to fight against this prince of darkness, in the heavenly realms. 
 
So here, it’s as if the curtain is drawn back, just enough, to let us see what is going 
on behind the scenes in this parallel universe, where angels and demons stand 
opposed to one another, controlling what goes on in this world, as far as earthly 
powers are concerned.  
 
But again we must remember that in Ephesians 6:12 we’re told 
  

‘We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.’ (‘principalities and powers’ KJV) 

 
And again we need to remember in Colossians 2:15 that Jesus has… 

‘Disarmed the powers and authorities.  
He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.’ 



So there was a battle raging in Daniel’s day in the heavenly realms. 
And yes we continue to wrestle with these spiritual rulers and authorities today. 
But we must always remember, that we live this side of the cross, not Daniel’s 
side, and our Saviour has already won the victory over them all - at the cross! 
 
And that’s why this angelic messenger had come to Daniel to help him to 
understand (v.14) ‘…what is to happen to your people in the latter days.  

For the vision is for days yet to come.’ 
 

3. The Effect (vs.15-19) 
 
Again I want you to notice the effect that all of this had on Daniel, as he heard it for 
the first time. 

‘When he had spoken to me according to these words, 
I turned my face toward the ground and was mute. (He was speechless!) 
And behold, one in the likeness of the children of man touched my lips. 

Then I opened my mouth and spoke. 
I said to him who stood before me, 

“O my lord, by reason of the vision pains have come upon me,  
and I retain no strength. How can my lord’s servant talk with my lord?  

For now no strength remains in me, and no breath is left in me.” 
(He literally had the wind knocked out of him!) 

 
‘Again one having the appearance of a man touched me and strengthened me. 

And he said, “O man greatly loved, fear not, peace be with you; be strong and of 
good courage.” (What does that remind you of? - God’s words to Joshua in 1:9). 

 
‘And as he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said,  
“Let my lord speak, for you have strengthened me.” 

 
We have to remember that Daniel was a prophet. He was being inspired to write 
down God’s Word that would become our Scriptures. We believe that every book 
in our Bibles is inspired by the Holy Spirit of God, but sometimes we have in our 
minds the picture of a secretary sitting passively at a desk with pen and paper in 
hand, just waiting for God’s Words to come out of his pen and onto the paper. 
 
What we don’t realise sometimes, is what it took out of these men to write these 
things down! They weren’t just passive in all of this. For Daniel it was like going 
through six rounds with Mike Tyson: He was on the canvas, he was flat on his 
face, he was on his hands and knees more often than he was standing upright, 
and sometimes he got winded. He just couldn’t breathe, he couldn’t take it in, as 
God peeled back the curtains and allowed him to see into this other world, this 
parallel universe of angels and demons, and of this great spiritual battle that was 
going on. And you know what? That’s why the Book of Daniel only gives us 

glimpses into what’s going on behind the scenes. If God was to take the veil away 
completely and let us see everything, we couldn’t take it in. We’d be overwhelmed.  
So praise God for the book of Daniel, what it does reveal to us about the future, 
but just remember it’s only a glimpse - if we saw it all, we couldn’t take it in! 
 
That brings me finally to what all this has been building up to… 
 
4. The Word (10:20-11:1) 
 
This angelic visitor asks Daniel a question in v.20: 
 

‘Do you know why I have come to you?’ 
 
He’s about to head back into the battle against the Prince of Persia. 
And once he was sorted out, then he’d have to fight against the Prince of Greece. 
None of that should take us by surprise – we’ve already been told all that in the 
visions of Daniel back in chs.7 & 8. (especially in 8:20-21). 
 
But those revelations to Daniel had taken the form of visions & dreams, even as 
he lay on his bed. But now we’re getting down to the word of God. Look at v.21… 
 

‘But I will tell you what is inscribed in the Book of Truth…’ (v.21) 
 
And then jump down to ch.11:2… 

‘And now I will show you the Truth.’ (11:2) 
 

What is different about this final vision that we’ll look at over coming weeks, is that 
it doesn’t contain any beasts, or strange animals, or visions or dreams, it just 
contains words. Because God’s Word is his final and clearest revelation to us. 
 
Chapter 11 contains narrative, not pictures, to spell out in detail exactly what is 
going to happen to Persia and Greece down to the time of Christ. And then 
beyond that ch.12 is going to tell us what is going to happen at the end of time. 
e.g. Daniel 12:2 is going to tell us about a General Resurrection, when…  

‘Those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine 
like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, 

like the stars forever and ever.’ 
 
Notice finally in conclusion (ch.10:21-11:1) 
There is none who contends at my side against these except Michael, your prince.  
But Daniel was able to say ‘As for me, I stood up to confirm and strengthen him.’ 
Daniel took his stand in the place of prayer, wrestling with these spiritual powers. 
Will you? Will I? -The Word of God & prayer. That’s how God’s work goes forward! 


