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Daniel 9:16-27 

“How did God answer Daniel’s prayer? 
Introduction 
Last week we looked at Daniel’s prayer in Daniel ch.9. 
I broke the chapter into 3 sections: 
 
 1. Why did Daniel pray? (vs.1-3) – (He’d been reading in Jeremiah 29) 

2. What did Daniel pray about? (vs.4-19) – (Confession & Petition) 
3. Was Daniel’s prayer answered? (vs.20-27) – (We left that until today) 

 
So we want to notice that the second half of this chapter from vs.20-27 is God’s 
way of answering what Daniel has just prayed for. (If we miss that, we miss it all!) 
 
Just look at vs.20-23 straightaway and you’ll see what I mean: 
 

‘While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people 
Israel, and presenting my plea before the LORD my God for the holy hill of my 
God, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the 
vision at the first, came to me in swift flight at the time of the evening sacrifice. 

He made me understand, speaking with me and saying,  
“O Daniel, I have now come out to give you insight and understanding.  

At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out,  
and I have come to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved. 

Therefore consider the word and understand the vision.’ 
 

So Daniel got the answer to his prayer before he had even finished praying! 
 
As soon as he started to pray (v.23) a word was sent out from the LORD,  
and Gabriel was dispatched to go and tell Daniel what the answer was! 
 
Application: Sometimes we wonder why our prayers aren’t being answered. 
Well, here we see, that they are being answered, from as soon as we start to pray! 
It’s just, sometimes there is a time-delay between the word being sent out from 
heaven, and it getting done here on earth. God is not slow in answering our 
prayers, but they will be answered in His time, and in His way.  
 
But notice also that this word that was sent out from the LORD, in answer to 
Daniel’s prayer, was about to be explained to him, by Gabriel, the angel from 
heaven. So please understand that Daniel 9:24-27 is not some obscure vision 
about 70 weeks, or 70 years, or 70 weeks of years, that prophetic preachers are 
supposed to bandy about from now to kingdom come, wondering what they mean!  
This vision is actually the answer to what Daniel has just prayed about in his 
prayer, and especially from vs.16-19 in particular. 

1. Let me remind you what Daniel had prayed for (vs.4-19) 
 
(i) He spent the first part of his prayer in Confession (vs.4-15).  
 
He was confessing the sins of his people. And his bottom line was the end of v.15:  
 

‘We have sinned, we have done wickedly.’ 
 
(ii) The second part of his prayer was all about Petition: (vs.16-19) 
 
And please don’t miss what Daniel asked for in v.16. This is so important: 
 

‘Let Your anger and Your wrath turn away from  
Your City Jerusalem, Your holy hill.’ 

 
As I said last Sunday morning, there’s a very important word that conveys the idea 
of ‘turning aside wrath’ from sinners - and that’s the word ‘Atonement’.  
God turns aside his wrath against sin by the sacrifice of another – a substitute. 
Daniel knew that’s what was needed - and that’s what he really wanted to see 
happen in Jerusalem. The sins of his people were so great! Something had to be 
done, to deal with sin, once and for all. That was top of Daniel’s prayer list in v.16. 
 
And before we go any further, I want you to see that this part of Daniel’s prayer 
was addressed immediately in the answer that was given - in v.24 in particular. 
 

‘Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, 
to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, 

to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, 
and to anoint a most holy place.’ 

 
Daniel is concerned about Atonement. He wants his own sins and the sins of his 
people, to be atoned for, once and for all. He wants something to be done… 

‘…to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness.’ 

 
When did that happen? When did God make atonement for the sins of mankind, 
once and for all, by the sacrifice of another, the sacrifice of our substitute?  
When did he put an end to sin, and bring in everlasting righteousness? 
 
At the cross!  

‘Man of Sorrows, what a name for the Son of God who came, 
Ruined sinners to reclaim. Hallelujah, what a Saviour! 

‘Guilty, vile, and helpless we. Spotless Lamb of God was He… 
Full atonement! Can it be? Hallelujah, what a Saviour!’ 



So before we go any further into this passage, that’s been interpreted in so many 
weird and wonderful ways over the years, let’s settle this matter first of all… 
 
Whatever Daniel’s Vision of 70 weeks is about, it must take us to the cross! 
 
Can we settle that before we go any further? We must end up at the cross 
otherwise we’ll have twisted God’s Word to say something it was never meant to 
say! - It’s about full atonement for our sins! 
 
2. What was Daniel really concerned about in his prayer? (vs.16-19) 
 
I showed you last Sunday morning, that he was concerned about 4 things: 
 
Your City (v.16). Your People (v.16). Your Sanctuary (v.17). Your Name (v.18). 
 
(i) Your City: The City of Jerusalem was lying in ruins. Its walls were torn down. 
That’s what Nehemiah discovered when he went back to look at it in 445 BC. 
He set about rebuilding it in times of great opposition, but the walls got finished! 
 
(ii) Your People: God’s People were scattered over many countries in exile. 
Israel had been taken away by the Assyrians away back in 722 BC, and now they 
were scattered to the four winds. Would they ever be gathered up again? 
Judah didn’t go into exile until much later, from 605 BC, when Nebuchadnezzar 
started taking the likes of Daniel away to Babylon, right down to 587 BC when 
Jerusalem was finally destroyed and the rest were taken away into captivity. 
Surely it was coming time to go home, as Daniel had now seen in Jeremiah 29. 
 
(iii) Your Sanctuary: or Temple in Jerusalem, was lying desecrated and in ruins. 
There were no sacrifices being offered for the sins of God’s people, not since the 
exile had started and God’s people were taken away. No atonement had been 
made for sins for years! How was that ever going to be sorted out? 
 
(iv) Worst of all, God’s Name: was being dragged through the mud! How come? 
 
Well, turn with me to 2 Chronicles 7, to the chapter that records the completion of 
the Temple back in Solomon’s time. Listen to what happened in vs.1-3… 
 
Now let me read vs.11-22 so you can hear what God said about His Name then… 
 
Did you notice the call to God’s people to humble themselves, pray and seek 
God’s face, and then He would hear from heaven, forgive their sins, and heal their 
land? (v.14) – That’s exactly what Daniel’s doing here in Daniel ch.9… 
 
He’s been humbling himself & seeking God. If nobody else would do it; he would! 

So Daniel has been asking God very clearly for these 5 things: Atonement for sin. 
For God’s City, God’s People, God’s Temple and God’s Name – all to be restored. 
 
Daniel wanted God to act, to sort all these things out. 
 
And his prayer was answered - in every last detail! 
 
The Temple, The City, The People and The Name of God were all involved. 
 
Now we’ve already looked at v.24, but I just want you to notice that three of these 
things were mentioned in that verse already: Your people, and Your Holy City, 
are very clearly there at the beginning of the verse, but notice at the end of v.24 
we read these words: ‘…and to anoint a most holy place.’ (v.24b).  
What can that mean? 
 
Well, this is where you have to understand what Jesus said while he was here on 
earth. In the ESV footnote it says that this phrase could be translated: 
 

‘To anoint a most holy place, person, or thing.’ (na’ar) 
 

Now you know that the Most Holy Place was part of the Temple. Sometimes 
known as the Holy of Holies. That was the place where only the high priest was 
allowed to go, once a year, on behalf of the people. He couldn’t enter in there 
behind the veil (the huge 30-foot high curtain in the temple) unless he had 
sacrificed an animal for the sins of the people and shed its blood. Then, and only 
then, could he go ‘within the veil’ to offer the blood to atone for the sins of the 
people. So when this verse talks about an event that would finish transgression, 
that would put an end to sin, that would atone for iniquity, that would bring in 
everlasting righteousness, that would seal up both vision and prophet, and that 
would anoint a most holy place, or person, or thing, what could it be talking about? 
What could it be pointing forward to? Except the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself on the cross of Calvary – an event that would take place c.500 years later. 
 
Do you remember Jesus, talking about himself said, ‘One greater than Solomon is 
here, one greater than Jonah is here, and one greater than the Temple is here’? 
He said all three of those things in Matthew ch.12 (v.41, v.42 & v.6). 
 
He was referring to himself, as Prophet, Priest and King, and he was saying that  

‘One greater than the Temple was here!’ 
 
Do you remember on another occasion, the disciples were all taken up with the 
physical Temple in Jerusalem, in Matthew ch.24? It was still being rebuilt in their 
day by King Herod. It had been destroyed so many times. It had to be rebuilt so 
many times. The disciples wanted Jesus to notice the tremendous craftsmanship 



that was going into the rebuilding of the Temple. The stonemasons were doing a 
great job! But notice some of the details in Matthew 24. In fact go back to the end 
of Matthew ch.23:37-38. Jesus is weeping over Jerusalem, the Holy City of God! 
 

‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen 

gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! (Listen) See, your house, 
is left to you desolate. (The word Jesus used here was referring to the Temple – 
it was going to be left desolate all over again!) ‘For I tell you, you will not see me 

again, until you say, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord”.’ 
 
Then the next chapter, ch.24:1, says: 
 
‘Jesus left the Temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out 
to him the buildings of the Temple. But he answered them, “You see all these, do 
you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another  

that will not be thrown down.” 
 
Jesus was predicting that the Temple was going to be destroyed yet again!  
That happened in AD 70, less than 40 years after Jesus died for our sins on the 
cross. Why? Because it wasn’t needed any longer! Because what Jesus 
accomplished for us on the cross was the last sacrifice for sins that was ever 
needed! When he cried out ‘It is finished!’ - he meant it! All that was needed to 
atone for our sins, to make us right with God, was done! Nothing more has to be 
done! Jesus has done it all! So there was no further need for any animal sacrifices 
in the Temple in Jerusalem. Jesus’ body was the Temple of the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
blood was shed on that cross as the last sacrifice for sins forever, and when Jesus 
actually died on that cross, the wages of our sin were ‘paid in full’ – the life of a 
sinless, spotless, Lamb of God, had been taken in your place and mine. 
 
That’s why we don’t need a Temple anymore. That’s why the Jews don’t need a 
Temple anymore. Nobody in this world needs a Temple anymore. Jesus is that 
Temple. So when he died, when he cried out ‘It is finished!’ at that very moment 
the Temple down the road in Jerusalem was desecrated – the curtain barring the 
way into the Most Holy Place was torn down – by nobody but God – because now 
the way for sinful men and women like us, to come to God, was OPEN! 
 
Don’t be looking for a Temple of bricks and mortar to be rebuilt in Jerusalem, 
because it’s not going to happen! It would be an absolute affront to a holy God, 
and to our Lord Jesus Christ, if it ever was rebuilt (See Hebrews 9:24-28).  
 
‘For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of 
the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 

behalf. Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy 

places every year with blood not his own, for then he would have had to suffer 
repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once 

for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  
And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgement,  

So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many,  
will appear a second time, not to deal with sin  

but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.’ 
 
So I hope I’ve shown you how Daniel’s prayer that was so concerned about sin, 
and the sins of his people, has been fully dealt with, and answered by the atoning 
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the Holy City of Jerusalem, for the People of 
God, not in a Temple made with hands, but in his own body sacrificed for us on 
the cross, and all of this was so that God could be true to His Name – ‘He is just, 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.’ He has punished sin in such a 
way that He can now allow the sinner to go free – and that includes you and me! 
 
3. So what about these 70 weeks then?  
 
When are we going to deal with them? - I can’t ignore them forever! No I can’t.  
But remember, in order for this vision to be the answer to Daniel’s prayer, we have 
to end up at the cross, with these 70 weeks. So how are we going to do that? 
 
Well, where did the number 70 come from? 
 
It came out of Daniel’s reading in Jeremiah ch.25 and Jeremiah ch.29 as we saw 
last Sunday. Jeremiah had clearly prophesied that the exile in Babylon would last 
70 years. God’s people would be sent away out of their land for 70 years, because 
they had broken God’s laws, including the Laws of the Sabbath. Not just were they 
supposed to take one day off in seven, they were also supposed to allow the land 
to rest one year in seven. The ground was supposed to have a sabbatical every 7 
years. And every ‘seven sevens’ – (i.e. every 49 years) there was to be a Year of 
Jubilee, in the 50

th
 year, when all lands went back to their rightful owner, and all 

slaves were set free from captivity. But because they hadn’t kept these laws as far 
as the Promised Land was concerned, they were going to be put out of the Land 
so that it could have its ‘Sabbath rests’. That’s why the Exile would last 70 years. 

(See 2 Chronicles 36:19-21) 
So Daniel was filled with hope that he and all the people would be going home 
soon. Back to Jerusalem, back to the land they’d come from. He’d prayed for it.  
 
But whenever we read 70 weeks in v.24, and again in v.25 and v.26 we shouldn’t 
read it as 70 weeks, instead we should read it as 70 sevens. The Hebrew word 
literally means ‘seven’, not ‘week’. And the seventy sevens refer to years, not 
weeks, anyway. Every seventh year = fallow.  

So seventy sevens = 70 x 7 = 490 years. 



There has already been 70 years of exile, and the people will be going home to 
their land soon, but what Daniel is really concerned about is when their sin is 
going to be atoned for. When is their sin going to be dealt with once and for all? 
Well, the answer he gets from the angel is, that’s going to be 70 x 7 years = 490 
years. But the question is: when does that period of 490 years start? 
 
Look at v.25.  
 
‘Know therefore, and understand, that from the going out of the word to restore 

and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince,  
there shall be seven sevens.’ (49 years). 

 
‘Then for sixty-two sevens (434 years) it shall be built again 

with squares and moat, but in a troubled time.’ 
 
‘And after the sixty-two sevens (434 years) an anointed one shall be cut off and 

shall have nothing.’ (OR ‘An anointed one shall be cut off - but not for himself’). 
 

‘And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be war. 

Desolations are decreed.’ 
 

‘And he shall make a strong covenant (OR ‘He shall strengthen the covenant’) 
with many for one seven (A period of seven years), and for half of that seven 

he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering.’ 
 

‘And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, 
until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.’ 

 
Now let me deal with the numbers, the number of years, first of all:  
 
It all starts with the going out of a word to restore and build Jerusalem (v.25). 
 
Now when was that? Well Cyrus, king of Persia, gave an order in 538 BC, just a 
year after Daniel had read and understood those chapters in Jeremiah, that the 
exile was coming to an end. That could be the word that went out to restore and 
build Jerusalem. And some Jews did go back to their land, under the leadership of 
Zerubbabel. He took the first wave of exiles back to Jerusalem in 538 BC.  
And there’s no doubt, the Temple was rebuilt to a certain extent by 515 BC. 
But when the exiles looked at it, compared to the glory they remembered of 
Solomon’s Temple, they became down-hearted and discouraged and gave up! 
 
So much so, that by the time the second wave of exiles went back to Jerusalem 
from Babylon in 458 BC, this time led by Ezra, under the decree of Kg Artaxerxes, 

Ezra found the whole place still lying in ruins, and the people had fallen into sin. 
Ezra had to preach to them to get them to see their sin, and their need of 
repentance, before he could get the work started again. 
 
And if we take this second decree from King Artaxerxes, not Cyrus the Persian, 
then the dates do work out, and we do end up at the cross, in the end. 
 
So taking our starting point as 457 BC in the time of Ezra, under the decree of 
King Artaxerxes, we get the following: 
 
For a period of 7 sevens – i.e. 49 years the Temple and the City was built and 
restored, bringing us to 408 BC.  
 
It was during this period that Nehemiah was Governor of Judah. Do you remember 
how he arrived in Jerusalem and rode around its walls by night on horseback, and 
literally wept over the fact that all its walls were broken down? 
He was also sent by King Artaxerxes of Persia to rebuild the walls, and he was 
given all the materials and workers to do it as well. He was there from 444-432BC. 
 
So we can see how these first 49 years (7 sevens) were spent rebuilding the city 
until it was ‘built again with squares and moat’ (v.25) – i.e. all properly laid out. 
And we’re told this would all happen during ‘a troubled time’ (Read Nehemiah!) 
 
And that’s the way Jerusalem was for the next sixty-two sevens (i.e. 434 years). 
 
So we went from 457 BC – for 49 years – bringing us to 408 BC. 
 
Then the City remained intact for another 434 years. That brings us to 26 AD. 
 
But there is still another period of seven years to go (v.27) - ‘for one seven’. 
And halfway through that ‘seven’ he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. 
 
So add on 3½ years (half of seven) onto 26 AD and what do you get – You’d be 
half-way through the year 29AD. And that’s roughly when Jesus died on the cross. 
 
BC and AD years were figured out by a monk in the Middle Ages, and although he 
got a lot of it right, he was out by about 4 years. In reality Jesus was born about 4 
BC. So if he died 33 years later it would be around 29 AD. 
 
So, that’s how the figures stack up, from the ‘going forth of the word to restore and 
build Jerusalem’ under Artaxerxes at the time of Ezra & Nehemiah, through to the 
death of our Messiah, the Anointed One, on the cross of Calvary, it fits perfectly! 
 
4. But let’s tidy up a few loose ends in these verses: 



(v.26) This Anointed One (our Messiah) the Lord Jesus Christ ‘shall be cut off, and 
shall have nothing’ – or ‘shall be cut off, but not for himself’ – and that ties in with 
Isaiah 53:8 – ‘He was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the 
transgression of my people. And they made his grave with the wicked and with a 
rich man in his death, although he had done no violence and there was no deceit 
in his mouth.’ – He was cut off, but not for himself (i.e. not for his own sin). 
 
(v.27) ‘He shall make a strong covenant with many for one week…’ (or one period 
of seven years) – He shall ‘strengthen the covenant with many’ during that period. 
And that was the period in which he ‘put an end to sacrifice and offering’ by the 
sacrifice of himself on the cross of Calvary. And what did he say to his disciples in 
the Upper Room before he went to that cross? ‘This cup is the NEW Covenant in 
my blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins, this do as often as you 
drink it in remembrance of me.’ Do you see how Jesus strengthened the OT 
Covenant for us: ‘for many’ - not just for the Jews, during the middle of that last 
period of seven years around the time of the cross and resurrection and start of 
the church era? And notice, He did put an end to sacrifice and offering, because 
He himself was the final sacrifice that was ever needed for sin. 
 
5. What about the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple? (vs.26-27) 
 
(vs.26b) ‘And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and 
the sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be war. 

Desolations are decreed.’ 
 
Once again, it was the Jewish people – ‘the people of the prince who was to come’ 
– who rose up against the Roman Empire – the beast that was in charge at that 
time. That’s what made the Roman armies retaliate by coming into Jerusalem, 
destroying their City & desecrating the Temple for the last time in the year AD 70. 
They came in like a flood. There was war right up to the end. The Jewish War. 
And Desolations were decreed, because just like the Greeks before them, the 
Romans set up ‘an abomination that causes desolation’ on a wing of the Temple, 
and so it was desecrated forever. 
 
(v.27b) ‘And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, 

until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.’ 
 

The Romans may have desolated The Temple and Jerusalem in AD 70, but there 
would come a time, as we have seen, when they themselves would be brought 
down. God would bring them to an end. And he has. The Fall of Rome is history! 
 
Conclusion: So Jesus has fulfilled it all. This vision of Daniel, given in answer to 
his prayer for the atonement of his people, brings us right to the foot of the cross. 
God was in control of it all. He foretold it 500 years earlier. And now ‘It is finished!’ 
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