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Daniel 12:1-4 

“What will happen at the end of time?” 
Introduction 

Well, we’ve finally reached the last chapter of the Book of Daniel! 
It’s taken us a while, but we’ve got there. We’ll finish this series next Sunday.  
That will make a total of 20 sermons. I know I’ve learned a lot preparing for this 
series, and I hope you have too, as you’ve listened and tried to follow it week by 
week. It hasn’t all been easy, but I hope you feel that it has been worthwhile? 
 
We’re focussing in on just 4 verses at the beginning of chapter 12 this morning. 
Four verses that talk about: What’s going to happen at the end of time. 
 
None of us knows when that time will be – it could be soon, it could still be far 
away – none of us knows, but the point of my message this morning is:  

You must be ready! 
 

These verses tell us that, just before the end of time, there will be: 
 
1. A Time of Trouble like never before (v.1) 
 
Just look at Daniel 12:1… 
 
‘At that time [i.e. the time of the end] shall arise Michael, the great prince who has 

charge of your people. [He’s almost like a guardian angel for God’s people]. 
And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been  

since there was a nation till that time.’ (v.1a) 
 

So the end of the world is going to be marked by a time of trouble like we’ve never 
seen before. So the battle between good and evil will reach its final crescendo. 
 
Daniel ch.11 finished with a reference to the Antichrist who will appear just before 
the end of time. We’re told in vs.44-45 that he will ‘go out with great fury to destroy 
and to devote many to destruction.’ And this will be to the East and the North from 
Egypt, Libya & Cush, which are all in North Africa (See 11:42-43). So round Israel.  
 
It goes on to say in v.45 that he will ‘pitch his palatial tents between the sea and 
the glorious holy mountain.’ Now that could be a reference to the site of the Battle 
of Armageddon. If it is, as I said before, we need not fear. Why? Because v.45 
goes on to say immediately: ‘Yet he shall come to his end, with none to help him.’ 
Just like all the great kings of the past in ch.11 – he’ll be brought to a sudden end! 
 
Now turn with me to Revelation 16:13-16 for a minute…  
(Read it) 

These demonic spirits stir up the kings of the whole world (represented back in 
Daniel ch.11 by Egypt, Libya and Cush). They stir them up and bring them to the 
Antichrist to assemble for battle on the Day of God the Almighty (v.14).  
 
And then we’re told in v.16 that they will assemble at the place that in Hebrew is 
called Armageddon, (or Megiddo in Greek). Now Megiddo is in the Valley of 
Jezreel which is a valley running South East from the Mediterranean Sea from 
Mount Carmel. Which is where Elijah in the O.T. held his great contest between 
himself as the Prophet of the Living & True God, and all the 450 prophets of Baal. 
That’s a very appropriate place for the final decisive battle of history to take place! 
 
But now I want you to see that between those two verses that talk about the kings 
of the earth gathering up for the Battle of Armageddon, something happens. What 
is it? (v.15) – The voice of the Lord Jesus himself is heard saying these words: 
  
‘Behold I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping 

his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!’ 
 
So what’s the point here? It’s this: even as the armies of this world are gathering 
up behind the Antichrist for the battle of Armageddon, the Lord Jesus Christ will 
suddenly appear like a thief, and the whole thing will be over before it even starts! 
There is no final battle to be fought and won at the end of time. Jesus has already 
got the final victory at the cross 2000 years ago! He has risen from the dead! He is 
alive for evermore in the power of an endless life. Nothing can touch him now! 
And we're reminded of His Victory Cry in the very next verse in Revelation 16:17... 
 
‘The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of 

the temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” (or “It is finished!”) 
 
So that’s the first thing I want you to notice about what will happen at the end of 
time. It will be a time of trouble like never before, but fear not, the final victory has 
already been won, by the Coming King, the Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour! 
 
So No.1: There will be a time of trouble like never before. But then… 
 
2. An Important Book will be Opened (v.1b) 
 
Come back to Daniel 12:1, and let’s read the second half of that verse: 
 

‘But at that time your people shall be delivered (rescued, saved) 
Everyone whose name shall be found written in the book.’ (v.1b) 

 
Notice the repetition of that little phrase ‘At that time’ (v.1a, v.1b). It’s referring to 
the same time. The same occasion as in ch.11:40 ‘At the time of the end.’ 



So as soon as the Time of Trouble comes to an end… 
As soon as the Battle of Armageddon is stopped in its tracks before it even starts; 
As soon as the Lord Jesus Christ returns like a thief… 
That’s when God’s People will be delivered, saved and rescued. No harm will 
come to us, if we’re counted among God’s people when that day arrives. 
 

But who are these people who will be delivered on that day? 
It’s ‘everyone whose name shall be found written in the book.’ 

 
What is this book full of names? How do we know if our name is written there? 
 
Well, let’s trace the references to this book throughout Scripture: 
 
Exodus 32:32-33 – Here Moses is pleading with God to spare his people from 
judgement. While he was up the mountain receiving the Ten Commandments, 
God’s people were at the base of the mountain, making for themselves a golden 
calf, calling it by the name of Yahweh, and then dancing around it, in all kinds of 
immorality as they worship the idol they had made, and get up to all sorts of sin!  
 
But here Moses is interceding for the people. He’s praying to God on the people’s 
behalf. He is literally standing between God and these sinful people, and he’s 
pleading with God to spare them from all harm and judgement. Moses actually 
goes so far as to say, ‘Please forgive their sin, but if you can’t or won’t then…  

“Please blot me out of your book that you have written.” 
 
But the Lord said to Moses: ‘Whoever has sinned against me,  

           I will blot out of my book.’ (v.33) 
 
So there’s not much hope for us, is there? Everyone who has sinned against God 
will have their name blotted out of his book. (Rom.3:23) ‘All have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.’ - If we’re all sinners, how can we get our names written 
there? N.B. If our names are not written in God’s book, we face eternal judgement!  
 
Luke 10:20 – When we come into the New Testament, we discover the disciples 
had come back from a mission-trip rejoicing in the fact that evil spirits were subject 
to them. They were able to cast out evil spirits! They thought this was great!  
But Jesus said this to them in Luke 10:20… 
 

‘Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, 
But rejoice that your names are written in heaven.’ 

 
And so we come to Revelation 20:11-15 – Here we have a picture of the Final 
Judgement. God is seated on a Great White Throne. And notice that the earth and 
sky have fled from his presence. So it’s the end of this world, as we know it!  

As Peter describes it in his letter – (2 Peter 3:10) 
 

‘The Day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away 
with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved,  

and the earth and the works that are done in it will be exposed.’ 
 

So Peter and John agree here. This Final Judgement will take place as the Lord 
Jesus comes like a thief in the night, as this old world is rolled up like a scroll and 
consigned to history, at that moment we will all stand before God for judgement 
(Rev.20:12) 

‘And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, 
and books were opened.  

[Then another book was opened, which is the book of life]. 
And the dead were judged by what was written in the books,  

according to what they had done… 
 

Now let’s concentrate on these first books for a moment, before we get to the book 
of life. First of all ‘books’ (plural) were opened. It's as if there is one book for each 
of us. Can you imagine the book that is being written about your life right now, 
even as I speak? What would it contain? 
 
Imagine that your book contains everything to do with you – from the day of your 
birth, to the day of your death, and all the pages in between record every day that 
you’ve lived. And on every page is a record of every time you’ve done something 
wrong, and every time you’ve said something wrong – that bad word, that angry 
word – and every time you’ve even had a bad thought. All of it is there on record. 
Of course all your good deeds, and your good thoughts, and every good word 
you’ve ever said, they’re all there too. It’s an absolutely fair record of your life. 
 
Now most people think, at that point God’s going to weigh up all your good points, 
and He’s going to weigh up all your bad points, and if all your good points 
outweigh all your bad points, then you’ll get into heaven.  
 
Well, I’m sorry, but that’s not true. You see God is so holy, and heaven is such a 
pure place, that sin will never be allowed to enter it, to defile it, so if there’s even 
one thing that you’ve said wrong, done wrong, or thought wrong, in your whole life, 
then you’ll not be allowed into heaven. You will be found ‘guilty’ in the sight of an 
utterly holy God, and you will be declared ‘guilty’ and sentence passed: Deserving 
of Hell, for all eternity. And you’ll not have a word to say. Every mouth will be 
stopped and the whole world will be held guilty before God. (Romans 3:19-20) 
 
But – we’re forgetting about the other book that was mentioned here in Rev.20:12. 
 

‘Then another book was opened, which is the book of life.’ 



Your own personal book was opened and examined, and you were found guilty, 
and so will I – I will be found guilty too. We could call it the book of death. Because  

‘The wages of sin is death…’ (Romans 6:23) 
 
But now, after all that, another book is opened. There’s only one of them, but it 
contains a whole list of names. This is the book of life! Praise God for it! 
 
Your book, and my book, condemns us to eternal death – to be cut off from God 
forever. That’s what death actually is – it’s to be separated from God forever. 
 
But here’s another book – the Lamb’s Book of Life – What’s its significance? 
Well, let’s read on, in Revelation 20:12-15… 
 
‘And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead 
were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 

(Listen…) 
‘And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead 

who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what 
they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 

second death, the lake of fire. And (Listen…) If anyone’s name was not found 
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.’ 

 
Maybe you’re concerned this morning about what’s written in the first book – the 
book that records everything you have ever done, said or thought in your life.  
The book that records all your sin; the book that will on that day condemn you! 
But you know what? That book is the same for all of us – it will condemn us all! 
The book that you should be concerned about is the second book, not the book of 
sin and death, but the book of life. And what you should be concerned about is 
this: Is my name written there? Is my name recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life? 

That’s what you should be concerned about this morning. 
 

Not the book containing all your sin, but the book that contains your title deed to 
heaven. Does it? Is your name in the Lamb’s Book of Life? Are you saved? 

Are you trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour? 
 

Are you trusting in what Jesus has done for you on the cross as your only hope of 
salvation? If you are, then your name is written there. If you’re not, then it’s not! 
It’s as simple as that. 
 
At the end of time there’s going to be a time of trouble like never before. 
And then an important book is going to be opened. 
 
But I wonder did you notice in Revelation 20, as I read it, there’s going to be…  

3. A Physical Resurrection for All. (v.2) 
 
A Double Resurrection – not just for believers – but for all! (Rev.20:12-13) 
 
‘And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne…and the dead 
were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 

And the sea gave up the dead who were in it. Death and Hades gave up the dead 
who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what 

they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.’ 
 

Go back to Daniel 12, the passage we’re getting this all from this morning, the 
passage that Revelation 20 builds upon. What does Daniel 12:2 say? 
 

‘And many [multitudes] of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.’ 

 
This cannot just refer to a bodily resurrection of believers. This is a resurrection of 
all who are in their graves – and it’s going to happen on the day the Antichrist is 
defeated, on the day Jesus comes like a thief, on the day that we stand before 
God’s Judgement throne – that’s the same day that we’re all going to be raised! 
We will all be raised out of our graves, and we will all stand bodily before God. 
 
Do you not believe that? Well, what did Jesus say about it in John 5:25-29? 
 
‘Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father 

has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself…’ 
 

Those 2 verses are talking about a spiritual resurrection now.  
That’s what happens when we believe in Jesus - we cross over from being dead in 
trespasses and sins, to being alive to God, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, with Christ 
living in each one of us! That’s what it means to be saved right here and now.  
 
But read on into vs.27-29, because these verses are talking about a physical 
resurrection that is still to come in the future. 
 
‘And he has given him authority to execute judgement, because he is the Son of 
Man… (God the Son, has lived our life here on earth, he has died our death, but 
God has raised him from the dead, and that’s the proof that one day He’s going to 
be our judge (Acts 17:30-31). (But read on in John 5:28…) 
 

‘Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when ALL who are in the tombs will 
hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life 
and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgement [condemnation].’ 



So Daniel 12, John 5 and Revelation 20 all teach a double resurrection. Not just a 
resurrection of believers, but a bodily resurrection of all men, women, boys and 
girls, so that in that new resurrection body we will stand before the Judgement 
Throne of God, so that books will be opened recording all we’ve done in this life, 
and then the Book of Life will determine whether or not we are admitted to heaven. 
 
Now some scholars will debate asking ‘How much did the O.T. saints know about 
resurrection?’ (And I suppose key OT texts on the resurrection are few and far 
between, but they are there!) This one couldn’t be clearer in Daniel 12:2. 
 
But how much more has been revealed to us in the N.T. - based on the fact that 
Jesus himself has been raised from the dead! (See 1 Corinthians 15:20, etc).  

‘But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep!’ 

N.B. Because He has been raised, we will all be raised from the dead also! 
 

Now, I’m not teaching some kind of universalism here this morning. I’m not saying 
that we’re all going to be saved, or that we’re all going to get into heaven.  
Again, Daniel 12:3 couldn’t be clearer. ‘Multitudes of those who sleep in the dust 
of the earth shall awake…’ - But it will only be… 
 
4. A Glorious Future for Some. (v.3) 
 
‘Some to everlasting life…’ in a new heaven & new earth! (See Revelation 21:1-7) 
 
Isn’t that what Jesus said so clearly in the best known verse in the Bible (Jn 3:16a) 

‘For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, 
That whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.’ 

 
Eternal life is not more of the kind of life we’re living down here in this fallen world.  
 
No! It’s going to be a far better life in new glorified resurrection bodies, fit for a new 
heaven and a new earth, We will be new creatures in a whole new creation, 
dwelling forever in the presence of God, in a world that will never be tainted by sin, 
or sickness, or illness, or disease, or natural disaster, or death. It will be perfect! 
 
It’s going to be a glorious future for some, who are raised out of their graves, to 
hear that their name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and they’re going to 
hear those words:  
 

‘Well done! Good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord!’ 
 
It’ll be a glorious future for some, but it’s going to be… 
 

5. Eternal Condemnation for Others. (v.3) 
 

‘And some to shame and everlasting contempt.’ 
 
Here’s a verse that’s not often read at funerals: (Rev.21:8)  
 
‘But as for the cowardly, the faithless (or the unbelieving - NIV) the detestable, as 
for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion 

will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulphur, which is the second death.’ 
 

They might have been raised out of their graves and given a new body to stand 
before God for judgement, but then their books are going to be read out - all they 
have ever done, said or thought in rebellion against God, and then they’re going to 
hear those words, because their names are not found written in the Book of Life: 
         

‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels.’ (Matthew 25:41). 

 
That’s what Jesus meant in John 3:16 when he talked about ‘perishing’ in the fire! 
 
Conclusion (v.4) 
 

Daniel is told to ‘shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the end.’ 
 
In Persia, two books would have been published: one for immediate circulation; 
the other would have been sealed and placed in a Library so others could read it 
in the future. Well, here we have it today! 
 
And in the Book of Revelation the 7 seals on that book were being opened – so 
that people would know what’s going to happen! (e.g. Revelation 13 = Daniel 7). 
 
Finally he’s reminded about what we looked at last week – the difference between 
wisdom and knowledge: ‘Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.’ 
 
But as we saw last time, knowledge is not the most important thing – wisdom is! 
So now that you know what’s going to happen at the end of time, be wise and do 
something about it! Make preparation, and do it now. Before it’s forever too late! 
 
- Terrible times, like never before, lie ahead. Good will increase; but so will evil. 
- Jesus will return, and the Antichrist will be destroyed, in an instant! 
- We will all be raised from the dead, unless we’re still alive at his coming. 
- The Lamb’s Book of Life will be opened. Will your name be in it? 
- Some will be raised to a glorious future in a new heaven and a new earth. 
- Others will be raised to eternal condemnation in hell – Which will it be for you? 


