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1 Peter 1:10-12 – Concerning this Salvation… 
Introduction 

I think we’re finding that there’s a lot in First Peter, isn’t there? 
We couldn’t preach a chapter at a time on this material!  

There is just so much good stuff in it, it’s taken me 5 Sundays to preach through 
12 verses! But it pays to take our time.  
I’m sure you’re wondering what we’re going to get out of vs.8-12 this morning? 
 
The key phrase to unlock this portion and help us to understand it, is at the start 
of v.10. Just three words: ‘Concerning this salvation…’ 
That's what Peter is talking about here – ‘This Salvation.’ 
There are four things I want to draw your attention to this morning: 
 
1. Old Testament Prophets Predicted this Salvation (vs.10-11) 
 
The Bible - all of it - is just full of Salvation from beginning to end. 
The whole Bible contains God’s Great Master-Plan of Salvation. 
 
How a holy God, can reach out to sinful men and women, save them, and bring 
them to Himself. 
 
So O.T. Prophets talked about God’s Salvation – not just N.T. writers! 
 
(i) They were inspired by the Spirit of Christ (v.11) 
 
It says in v.11 that ‘the Spirit of Christ’ was ‘in them’ - the OT Prophets. 
But Christ hadn’t been born yet! They didn’t know Him! 
And yet the Spirit of Christ was ‘in them’ – giving them the hope and faith to 
believe that one day the Messiah would come! (See 2 Peter 1:19-21). 
 

Their faith was placed in the hope of a Messiah who would come; 
Our faith and hope is placed in the Messiah who has come! 

 
(ii) They spoke of the Grace that was to come (v.10) 
 
Some people think that the OT is full of Law, and Judgement, and Condemnation 
from a harsh and cruel God.  
And that the NT is full of mercy and grace and forgiveness from a loving God.  
But that is a false dichotomy. 
 
Peter says here that OT Prophets foresaw that God would one day save by grace 
alone! Think of examples of grace in the OT: e.g. Psalm 103:6-14, and then 1-5. 

(iii) They predicted the Sufferings of Christ (v.11) 
 
700 years before Jesus was ever born, Isaiah the prophet wrote Isaiah 53, talking 
about the Messiah who would be led like a lamb to the slaughter… 
 
And David wrote Psalm 22 over 1000 years before the cross ever happened! 
Every word of it was on Jesus’ lips as he hung on the cross so many years later. 
 
So O.T. prophets quite clearly predicted the sufferings of Christ, the Messiah. 
But that’s not all… 
 
(iv) They also predicted the Glories that would follow (v.11) 
 
e.g. Isaiah 53:10-12 ‘After the suffering of his soul he shall see the light of life…’ 
e.g. Psalm 22:29-31 ‘…before Him shall bow all who go down to the dust!’ 
 
It would be understandable if passages in the OT prophesied a cruel end for the 
Messiah – but they also prophesied the glory that would follow his suffering! 
 
e.g. Psalm 16:8-11 – Predicted that the Messiah would rise from the dead! 
 
So the OT Prophets predicted the sufferings of Christ and subsequent glories. 
 
(v) But what they didn’t know was the Time or the circumstances (v.11) 
 
The OT Prophets knew all these things, but they didn’t know their timing, or the 
actual circumstances that would fit all the 400 or so OT prophecies together. 
 
Do you remember when we were making our way through the Book of Daniel 
earlier this year? There were so many prophecies of the future, but did they apply 
to the centuries before Christ in Babylon, Persia, Greece or Rome, or did they 
apply to the time of Christ and the Fall of Jerusalem in AD70, or did they apply to 
events yet to come in the future? That bit isn’t so clear in OT Prophecy.  
What person would step into history and fulfil all these things, and when? 
 
In fact, it wasn’t until the Road to Emmaus, in Luke 24 that Jesus, the Messiah 
himself, told his disciples how it all fitted together (See vs.25-27 & 44-49). It did! 
 
So what we’ve seen so far this morning is that the OT Prophets could only 
Predict this Salvation, but… 
 
2. New Testament Apostles Preached this Salvation (v.12a) 
 
Now Jesus had come, now He had suffered, now He had risen, it was all clear! 



It was all out in the open – it was the Apostles’ job to preach it & to proclaim it! 
(As we have just seen in Luke 24:47). 
 
(i) NT Apostles were now indwelt by the HOLY SPIRIT sent from heaven. 
 
Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem until they had received the Holy Spirit. 
In Acts 2, as Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit entered 
each Apostle and Believer. 
 
So for the first time God’s Spirit now lived in people permanently, not just for a 
brief moment to enable them to prophecy as in the OT (See 1 Samuel 16:13-14). 
 
N.B. Did you know that today is Pentecost Sunday? – This is the day that 
everything changed! The day that the Holy Spirit was given permanently into the 
hearts and lives of individual believers, and into ‘the church’ to empower us for 
witness and to indwell us as God’s People until the day we see Him face to face. 
 
(ii) The Gospel was preached with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The word ‘Gospel’ is a very mis-used and often misunderstood word.  
‘The Gospel’ is not just a reading from Matthew, Mark, Luke or John that you’re 
supposed to stand up for in church. 
The word ‘Gospel’ = ‘Good News’ of God’s Grace, by which God makes sinners 
right with Himself, having dealt with their sins once and for all by Jesus’ death, 
burial and resurrection. 
The preaching of that Good News is what the NT Apostles had to do –  

Preach and Proclaim the Good News of God’s Salvation. 
 
It involved four things: 
Revelation – They didn’t dream it up themselves – God gave it to them. 
Inspiration – The Holy Spirit inspired them to write it down (e.g. Romans). 
Proclamation – Their main job was to preach and proclaim it to their generation,  

and indeed to all nations! 
Power – The Holy Spirit supplied the Power to do so (1 Thessalonians 1:4-10) 
 
(iii) They were Revealing and Proclaiming in NT times, what before had only 
been Concealed and Predicted in OT times. 
 
The relationship between the Old and New Testaments is often much debated! 
But in fact it’s quite simple: 

‘The New is in the Old, Concealed. 
The Old is in the New, Revealed.’ 

In other words, the Apostles of the N.T. proclaimed openly what had always been 
there, hidden, in the O.T. Scriptures. 

3. Heaven’s Angels long to Peer into this Salvation (v.12b) 
 
Did you notice that little phrase at the end of v.12 that doesn’t seem to fit? 

‘Things into which angels long to look’ (ESV) 
‘Even angels long to look into these things’ (NIV) 

 
Q. What are angels? 
 
(i) Angels are un-fallen creatures with no sin. 
 
They’re not just people who have died and gone to heaven! 
Angels were specially created by God to serve him in heaven. 
They never fell. They never sinned, unlike us human beings! 
 
(ii) So Angels don’t need Salvation or the Gospel. 
 
If they never fell; if they never sinned; then they don’t need God’s Salvation! 
They don’t need to hear or respond to the Gospel like we do! 
 
(iii) But v.12 says God’s Great Plan of Salvation still amazes them! 
 
‘Even angels long to look into these things!’ – they find it fascinating! 
Paul teaches the same thing in Ephesians 3:2-11. (esp. v.10). 
 
God’s great Plan of Salvation is displaying His Love and Power and Majesty and 
Wisdom even to the angels of heaven, as He restores the Paradise that was lost 
by the fall! 
 
Those words, ‘long to look into…’ have the idea of ‘peering into something’ 
 
(iv) Heaven’s angels long to peer into this salvation (v.12b) 
 
I don’t know about you, but that conjures up a picture in my mind of hundreds 
and thousands of angels hanging over the parapets of heaven to see God’s acts 
of saving grace being worked out in the lives of men and women like you and me! 
That’s the picture!  
The angels in heaven are interested in people getting saved! 
Even though they can’t experience it themselves! 
Isn’t that what Jesus taught in Luke 15? (See vs.7, 10, 22-24, 31f). 
 
(v) Are we amazed by God’s Salvation? Or has it become ‘old hat’ to us? 
 
The angels marvel at it, even though they haven’t experienced it. 
If you and I have experienced God’s Salvation – are we still amazed by it? 



Just think of some of the hymns we sing: 
 

‘I stand amazed in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene,  
and wonder how he could love me, a sinner, condemned, unclean!’ 

 
‘How marvellous, How wonderful, and my song shall ever be. 
How marvellous, how wonderful, is my Saviour’s love for me!’ 

 
‘Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me, 

I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see!’ 
 

Prophets Predicted; Apostles Preached; Angels Peer. But what about you & me? 
 
4. You and I have Partaken of this Salvation (vs.8-9) 
 
Prophets Predicted; Apostles Preached; Angels Peer, but have you Participated? 
 
Notice the repetition of the word ‘YOU’ and ‘YOUR’ in vs.8-12. 
 
What privileged people we are today!  
 
You can predict, and preach, and peer all you like, but nothing beats 
experiencing it! Can you slot your name into every ‘YOU’ in vs.8-12? 
 
Why are we so privileged? Because this Salvation is OURS! 
 
You LOVE him – though you haven’t seen Him. (v.8a) 
 
You BELIEVE in him – though you don’t see him now. (v.8b) 
 
You are filled with JOY – though you’re passing through trials now. (v.6) 
 
Notice the tenses of ‘This Salvation’…  According to the Bible: 
 
You WERE saved (past tense) when you trusted in Jesus Christ. 
 
You are BEING saved (present tense) as you continue to trust in Christ. 
 
You WILL be saved (future tense) when He appears – you’ll receive the goal of 
your faith – ‘The Salvation of your Soul’ (v.9b) – There’s a hope that is sure!! 
 
If you got saved at some point in the past, you are saved now, and you will be 
saved when Jesus comes or calls. 
 

Conclusion 
 
So ‘concerning this salvation…’ 
 
Is this salvation yours? 
 
If not, why not? 
 
If it is, are you amazed at it?  
 
Are you rejoicing in it? 
 
Do you really appreciate the great favour God has done for you in saving you? 
 
Are you saved? Or are you lost, this morning? Which is it? 
 
Can you sing: ‘It is well, it is well, with my soul!’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 


