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Armagh Baptist Church 
Sunday 22

nd
 September 2019 – 11:00am 

‘1 Peter 3:8-12 – Looking for Real Love in the Church?’ 
Introduction 
Jesus once said in John 13:35... 

‘By this all people will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.’ 

This passage in 1 Peter takes up that idea and turns the spotlight on each one of 
us. How much do we really love one another as believers and church members, 
as brothers and sisters in Christ? 
 
Peter is coming to the end of this section in his letter that has been dealing with 
all kinds of human relationships. He has been saying that our Christian 
distinctives should be seen in our attitude to State Authorities, to our Bosses, in 
our relationships as husbands and wives in the home, and now he says,  
‘Finally, all of you...’ meaning us, as believers, in the church! 
 
He’s been addressing all the main areas of life: - in society at large, in the work-
place, in the home, and now he comes to look at the church. 
 
Increasingly, the inside of a church building, is not an arena that many people 
see on a regular basis. According to a survey we carried out in this area during 
door-to-door work some years ago, less than half of those who responded went 
to church on a weekly basis. Almost a quarter never went to church at all!  
The other quarter said they went once a month, or just occasionally. So on most 
Sundays, half of the people living within shouting distance of this church building 
would never be inside any church! 
 
But I wonder is church attendance down because of the fact that generally 
speaking those who do go to church aren’t very good when it comes to this whole 
area of inter-personal relationships: 
 

- Sometimes there can be more fights and squabbles inside churches than 
you’d find in your workplace? 

- Some people used to say that you could find more ‘fellowship’ in a pub 
on a Saturday night, than in a church on a Sunday morning? 

- This should not be the case, but sometimes, sadly, it is! 
 
People are looking for reality today, and part of what they are looking for is real 
love, and the place where it should be found most, is sometimes the place where 
they find it least.   
Just listen to what Jesus said: 

‘By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.’ 
 
John 15:9-14 ‘My command is this: love each other as I have loved you.’ 
 
John 17:20-23 ‘May they be brought to complete unity.’ (Jesus prayed) 
 
Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus said there were two Great Commandments:  

1. Love God and  2. Love your neighbour as yourself. 
 
Peter had heard Jesus say all those things from his own lips, and here in  
1 Peter 3:8-12 he wants to pass all that teaching on to us. 
 
Remember again that we’re approaching v.15 now:  
 
If people are going to be prompted to ask us for the reason for the hope we have 
within us, then they’ll have to see some reality in our lives first of all, and 
especially reality in how we relate to each other in our church.  
If they don’t see reality among us, they’ll conclude that they’d better go looking 
for real love elsewhere!  
 
So how are our lives going to be attractive to the unsaved? 
Peter gives us 3 points here in vs.8-12 to think about... 
 

1. Love One Another (v.8) – Just as Jesus Commanded! 
 
But Peter breaks it down and makes it practical. 
If we are to show real love as far as outsiders will be concerned then we need to 
attend to 5 things inside the church first of all: 
 

(i) Live in Harmony with one another (NIV)  
‘Have unity of mind’ (ESV) 

 
‘Harmony’ is a musical word. It doesn’t mean that everybody is singing exactly 
the same notes. In fact, everybody will be singing different parts, but they will all 
blend together to produce a beautiful harmonious sound. 
 
N.B. God doesn’t expect us all to be the same, identical, clones of each other. 
No, instead He treats us as individuals, He made us differently, our diversity is 
good, it is God-given, but in all our differences, God wants to be at work, to blend 
us all together, to live in harmony in the local church. 
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So stop trying to change each other. Accept one another as we are. Let our 
different backgrounds and abilities work for us, not against us, to divide us. 
 
In the early days in Cavan, we had 10 different families, who came from about 10 
different backgrounds. But we learned to look at it positively and see that each 
family had a circle of friends they were in touch with and they could reach out to, 
that the other 9 families in the church might never have come into contact with 
otherwise. We need to see our differences as something positive, not something 
negative. Something God can build on. 
 
Likewise here in Armagh, we come from a very widespread area. We’re all 
different. There’ll be people living over near Keady who will rub shoulders with 
people in Keady during the week, that the rest of us will never meet. There’ll be 
people living over in Loughgall, Richhill, or even in Portadown who will meet 
people over there that the rest of us will never know. Whoever we are, wherever 
God has placed us, whatever background we come from, God makes no 
mistakes, He’s put us all together for a reason. 
But we need to learn to work together in harmony, and have unity of mind. 
 

(ii) Be Sympathetic (NIV) - ‘Have…sympathy (ESV) 
 
‘Sympathy’ is a hospital word – it’s a caring word, a counselling word.  
 
To empathise with someone means to try to enter into what they are going 
through. You might not have experienced it for yourself, but from similar 
experiences you try to come alongside and empathise. 
 
Do we take time to care for each other? To find out how each other is doing, how 
each other is getting on? Are there problems or difficulties, trials or crises that 
we’re going through? Well have you opened up enough to share it within anyone 
within the church fellowship, or do you just try to keep it all to yourself? 
 
To sympathise is to identify with each other. 
It is to realise that we do have shared experiences. 
It means to enter into the concerns of each other, to feel for one another. 
It means, as Paul put it in Romans 12:15, that we should… 
‘rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep’ 
 
It’s only when we open up to one another that we realise we’re not alone.  
We realise that someone else in the church is going through, or has gone 
through something very similar in terms of crisis or difficulty as we have.  
 

The Devil would rather we did the opposite. He would want us to keep quiet, to 
stay isolated from each other, to keep us thinking that we’re the only ‘Christians’ 
this has ever happened to, so this Christianity doesn’t work for us. He wants us to 
give up the fight, withdraw into ourselves, and be no good to anyone. 
 
So will you try to live in harmony, and will you try to be sympathetic? 
 

(iii) Love as Brothers (NIV) - ‘Have…brotherly love’ (ESV) 
 
Here we have a family word – Now sometimes human brothers don’t love each 
other very much or get on with each other very well at all.  
 
But I think Peter is stressing that we are brothers as Christians, because we 
have the same Father – God! 
 
If God has adopted us and accepted you and me (both of US) into His Family, 
then the least we can do is learn to accept each other as brothers. 
 
Neither you, nor I, deserve to be in God’s Family. But God has put us both here, 
so we should learn to love each other as brothers! (As Jesus said!)  
 

(iv) Be Compassionate (NIV) – ‘Have…a tender heart’ (ESV) 
 
Here we have another caring word: ‘Compassion’.  
It’s a great word, but do we have it?  
Maybe we need to pray that prayer: 
 

‘Soften my heart, Lord, soften my heart, 
From all indifference set me apart, 

To feel your compassion, to weep with your tears, 
Come soften my heart, O Lord, soften my heart.’ 

 
This world that we live in tends to do the opposite. It tends to make us hard, 
doesn’t it? We get de-sensitised, we become insensitive.  
 
And sometimes God has to put us through times of suffering and crisis ourselves, 
in order just to soften us again, to make us more sympathetic and caring. (e.g. 
loss of twins in our first pregnancy). 
 
Notice Jesus in Matthew 9:35-38 – compassion in action – on lost crowds! 
The Good Samaritan in Luke 10:33 – compassion to anyone who is our 
neighbour – not just to believers – but to anyone who needs our help. 
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(v) Be Humble (NIV) – ‘have…a humble mind’ (ESV) 
 
A servant word: ‘be humble’. As we saw in our home group study this month, it 
was Jesus in John ch.13, who taught Peter and the other disciples to be humble, 
to be willing to serve each other, and not to lord it over each other, or expect to 
be served or waited on. 
 
After the meal, Jesus got up from the table, took off his garments, wrapped a 
towel round his waist, took a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet. 
How many of us would do that for each other here?  
Do we ‘think of ourselves more highly than we ought to think’? (Phil 2:1-5). 
 
So if our lives are to be attractive to the unsaved who come in among us, there 
must be reality in our relationships with each other: 
 

- So we need to love one another, not just in words, but in deeds! Also: 
 

2. Love Your Enemies (v.9) – Again, as Jesus Commanded! 
 
If somebody does something wrong against you, what do you do? 
How do you react? Do you look for a chance to pay them back? 
Do you like to get your revenge? 
 
If you do, let me ask you, in what way are you any different as a Christian, from 
anyone else in this world, who’s not a Christian? 
 
Peter says in v.9: ‘Do not repay evil for evil, or insult with insult.’  
(Or as the ESV puts it: ‘or reviling for reviling.’) 
 
Paul basically said the same thing in Romans 12:17-21... 
Both got their teaching from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount  
(Read Matthew 5:43-48)... 
...and more importantly from Jesus’ example as well. 
 
See 1 Peter 2:21-23 – Jesus showed that it could be done. 
 
Peter stresses that this is what God has called us to (v.9). 

‘…but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, 
that you may obtain a blessing.’ 

We are called to be different from the world around us; not vengeful!  
So that people might see some reality in us!  
And a blessing is promised if we overcome our normal knee-jerk reaction. 

1. Love one another… 2. Love your enemies…  and… 
 

3. Love Life (vs.10-12) – to the full! (Read vs.10-12) 
 
These verses are a quotation from Psalm 34:12-16.  
 
Our lives aren’t going to be very attractive to non-Christians if we look as if we’re 
miserable with life! 
And yet sometimes, some Christians, have tied themselves up in so many knots 
with their own made-up lists of dos and don’ts that they look as if life for them is 
miserable! 
Miserable Christians will not make many converts from a world of people who are 
basically out to enjoy themselves!  
 
So here Peter turns to the Psalms to get the guidelines on how a Christian can 
really ‘Love life and see good days!’ (v.10) – After all, in John 10:10 didn’t Jesus 
promise abundant life – life to the full? - Well then, show it! 
 
This life, here and now, is to be enjoyed to the full, by Christians.  
We shouldn’t just be holding our breath for eternity, keeping ourselves for 
heaven, only to get there and spend eternity regretting why we didn’t get the 
most out of the days we had here in this life! 
 
As Christians we should be up, and filling our lives with good things, wholesome 
things, living each day to the full, enjoying being alive! 
 
Conclusion 
 
Do you want to love life? ...And see good days? Then... 
 

(i) Watch your lip! (v.10) 
Keep your tongue from evil – (bad talk):  

- cursing, back-biting, malice, slander. 
Keep your lips from deceitful speech – (false talk):  

- deceit, lies, half-truths. 
James warns us about the harm we can do with our tongues (3:3-12). 
 

(ii) Watch your step! (v.11) 
Turn from evil and do good (we need repentance) 
Seek peace and pursue it (pursue what’s right) 
Take away wrong and replace it with what’s right, positive, wholesome. 
(See Romans 12:17-18). 
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(iii) Watch your behaviour! (v.12) 

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous. 
His ears are attentive to their prayers. 
 
In other words, God hears and answers the prayers of the righteous.  

- That would give you good days filled with God’s blessing.  
 

But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil. 
- Their prayers will not be answered. 

 
N.B. According to Psalm 34 ‘good days’ does not necessarily mean days that are 
free from problems, fears, troubles, afflictions, broken hearts – they are all there 
in Psalm 34. Rather, ‘good days’ are days in which you will experience God at 
work - even in and through all those troubles! May it be so… Amen. 
 


