
1 

 

Armagh Baptist Church – Lord’s Table 
Sunday 1

st
 September 2019 – 6:30pm 

Mark 14:1-11 
“What is Jesus worth to you?” 

Introduction 
This morning I asked you the question: ’What does Jesus mean to you?’ 
We saw from 1 Peter that: 

1. Jesus is our Example in Suffering 
2. Jesus is our Substitute in his dying 
3. Jesus is our Shepherd and the Overseer of our souls. 

That’s what Jesus means to us: Not just an example to follow, but our example in 
suffering. Not just someone who lived a good life that we could never live, but 
someone who actually died our death – the substitutionary death that we could 
never die, so our sins could be dealt with, and we could be made right with God. 
And now that we have turned from our sins, and trusted in Christ, he has become 
the Shepherd and overseer of our souls. One who is looking out for us every day. 
 
But tonight I want to go a little bit deeper as we come around the Lord’s Table. 
Tonight I want to ask a slightly more probing question, and it’s this: 
 ‘What is Jesus worth to you?’ 
Not just, ‘What does Jesus mean to you?’ but ‘What is Jesus worth to you?’ 
What value would you place on Christ – and your relationship with Him? 
 
This summer was our 25

th
 Wedding Anniversary. I bought Judith a ring, and I 

bought her some perfume, to mark the occasion. Now I wouldn’t want to bring my 
relationship with Judith down to some kind of monetary value, but perfume is 
expensive, isn’t it, men? Have you seen the price of perfume these days!? 
 
A wee bottle of Marc Jacobs – ‘Daisy’ – (50 mls) is £50. So 1 ml costs £1. 
 
Well, in John 19:39 we’re told that Nicodemus brought 75 lbs of mixed spice and 
aloes to embalm the body of Jesus, after his death. 75 lbs is about 34 kgs. 
 
Let’s say 1 millilitre is about 1 gramme of liquid. 
And perfume today is about £1 per millilitre.  
There are 1000 mls in a litre, and 1000 grammes in a kilogramme. 
So multiply by 34 kgs – that would be £34,000! So that’s the cost of the perfume 
that Nicodemus used to embalm the body of Jesus – in today’s money! 
He must have thought a lot of Jesus to spend that kind of money on him! 
 
But then I want you tonight to see the number of times extravagant amounts of 
money are spent in terms of perfume as far as Jesus is concerned. 

1. Three Wise Men (Matthew 2:11) 
 
They brought Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. One precious metal. Two perfumes. 
 
Gold was fit for a King – Jesus was born the King of the Jews. 
 
Frankincense was fit for a Priest – Jesus came to be our Great High Priest.  
He didn’t offer up incense, but he offered up the sacrifice of himself on the cross, 
shedding his blood, as the spotless Lamb of God, to take away all of our sin. 
 
Myrrh was used to prepare a dead body for burial – a very strange gift to 
bring for a baby. But it was a significant gift – because Jesus was born to die.  
That’s why He came!  
 
These Wise Men were wise in lots of ways, but especially because they knew 
this baby was King Jesus, who came to be our Great High Priest, to be the One 
true mediator between sinful men and a Holy God. And because they knew he 
was born to die. There was no other way that He could deal with our sins.  
 
Who knows what all those gifts cost them: gold, frankincense and myrrh? 
But we see something of what Jesus was worth to them by what they gave him! 
 

2. One Wise Woman (Mark 14:1-11) 
 
When Jesus had finished all his public and private ministry at the end of ch.13 in 
Mark’s Gospel, he withdrew to the little village of Bethany (v.3), not too far from 
Jerusalem, to the home of Simon the Leper. A man who suffered from leprosy. 
So this would have been a very poor home. The home of a social outcast.  
 

And yet while he was there (v.3), ‘as he was reclining at table, a woman came 
with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, 

and she broke the flask and poured it over his head.’ 
 
Now stop and think about this for a moment: Alabaster was what the jar was 
made of. It’s like a very fine porcelain – white, almost shell-like. We saw it in a 
shop one time when we were on holiday in Italy. It is very expensive itself. 
 
But inside that expensive jar, was something even more expensive - the perfume! 
Maybe it had been handed down through her family? like a family heirloom.  
Maybe it had been a treasured possession in her family for many years. 
And here she is breaking it, and pouring it all over the head of this carpenter from 
Nazareth – Jesus! Why!? What was she doing!? Did she not know the price of it? 
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Well, that’s exactly the reaction she got from some people, possibly Jesus’ own 
disciples, who were also present in Simon the Leper’s house that night! (vs.4-5) 
 

“‘Why was the ointment wasted like that?’ (v.4) 
‘For this ointment could have been sold for more than 300 denarii and given to 

the poor!’ And they scolded her.” (v.5) 
 

They thought that would have been a better use of it than giving it to Jesus! 
 
But Jesus jumps to this woman’s defense! (v.6) 
 
But Jesus said:  
“Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 

For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do 
good for them. But you will not always have me. She has done what she could; 

she has anointed my body beforehand for burial.  
And truly, I say to you, wherever the Gospel is proclaimed in the whole world,  

what she has done will be told in memory of her.” (vs.6-9). 
 
All of these men, inc the disciples of Jesus (according to Matthew 25), had been 
with him for 3 full years of public and private ministry by this stage. He has told 
them on at least 3 occasions that he was going to Jerusalem to die, and on the 
third day he would rise again. Now they are in Bethany (v.3) which was just a 
stone’s throw from Jerusalem, and yet they still haven’t got the message:  
Jesus is going there to die!  
 
And yet this woman got it! She poured this perfume on Jesus’ body, to prepare 
him for burial. She believed in her heart of hearts that Jesus, the one she loved 
so much, was about to die, and she wanted to do something for him, to prepare 
him for his death, to show how much she loved him, to show him how much she 
valued him, to show how much He was worth to her! She was worshipping Jesus 
with this perfume – giving him what he was worth. It probably cost her thousands 
of pounds in today’s money, but she thought Jesus was worth it!  
 

But why didn’t the disciples think the same!? 
 
In fact, in vs.10-11, we discover what one of his disciples did think of him.  
We see here what Judas thought Jesus was worth, and it wasn’t very much!  
It was this very incident that convinced Judas Iscariot, to go to the chief priests 
and ask, ‘What are you willing to give me, if I hand him over to you?’(Matt 26:15) 
Though he had spent the last 3 years with Jesus, he was just looking something 
out of it for himself! ‘And they paid him 30 pieces of silver’ (Matt 26:15).  

(Just the price of a common slave). 
It was 20 pieces of silver for Joseph in the O.T. 
It was 30 pieces of silver for Jesus in the N.T. 

From then on ‘he sought an opportunity to betray him.’ (Mark 14:11) 
 

Do you see how Judas was more concerned about the price of perfume than he 
was about Jesus! He valued what he saw as a waster of a smelly liquid, more 
than he valued the life of the very Son of God, who had come to be our Saviour! 
 
What’s more important? How much you spend on stuff, or how much you give to 
Jesus? How much does Jesus really mean to you? What is He worth to you? 
 
We’ve thought about Three Wise Men in Matthew 2, and One Wise Woman in 
Mark 14, but there are Two Wise Men in John 19… 
 

3. Two Wise Men, or maybe ‘Two Courageous Men’ (John 19:38-39) 
 
In John 19:38-39 Joseph of Arimathea, together with Nicodemus, asked the 
Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate, if they could take the body of Jesus down from 
the cross and give him a decent burial, (as we would say). 
 
This was a very dangerous thing to do. Some would say it was a very foolish 
thing to do. This was at the point when all the disciples had fled for their lives,  
in case some of them might be arrested and suffer the same fate as Jesus.  
So it was very dangerous to be seen to have anything to do with Jesus of 
Nazareth at this time. And yet, here are two secret disciples of the Lord Jesus, 
who had kept their beliefs about Jesus quiet all along, for fear of the Jews.  
But now, when it really mattered, they come out of hiding, and they ask to be 
allowed to bury the body of Jesus. This is how much Jesus meant to them.  
 
They can’t keep their love for the Lord hidden any longer! 
 
But look at v.39. They used 75 lbs in weight, or 34 kilogrammes of myrrh and 
aloes (spices, perfume) just like the wise men had brought at his birth, just like 
the woman in Bethany had poured over his head, they now take this colossal 
amount of perfume and they prepare Jesus body for burial.  
Perhaps the equivalent of £34,000 in today’s money. What a price!? 
 
Look what they did, so lovingly and tenderly in vs.40-42. 
 
The Wise Men of the East had brought Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh to Jesus 
as a baby, because they knew he was born to die. 
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The Wise Woman of Bethany had done what she could in advance of Jesus’ 
death, to pour perfume on Jesus, to prepare his body for burial, Jesus said.  
 
But here are Two Wise Men actually handling the body of Jesus with love and 
with care, and with many pounds worth of perfume and spices, and then they laid 
his body lovingly in a tomb. 
 
But on Easter Sunday morning, we read about… 
 

4. Three more Wise Women (Luke 24:1-12) 
 
In vs.9-10 we’re told who these women were:  

Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James. 
What had they done? (vs.1-4) 

‘But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking 
the spices they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While 

they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling 
apparel. And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the 

men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?  
He is not here, but has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still in 

Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men  
and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 

 
‘And they remembered his words!’ (v.8) 

 
Notice, all these people were acting independently of each other. 
Nobody knew what anybody else had done, or was doing, for Jesus. 
 
The Wise Men came from the East, without consulting anybody else, at his 
birth, because they knew a new king had been born – the King of the Jews. 
They had come to worship Him – with costly gifts of gold and perfume. 
Fit for a King, a Priest, someone who was born to die. He was worth it! 
 
The Wise Woman of Bethany had listened to what Jesus had been saying, and 
she knew the time of his death was approaching, so she wanted to express how 
much she loved Jesus, and so she poured the most expensive thing she had 
over his head, her perfume, in order to prepare him for burial. He was worth it! 
 
The Two Wise Men at the Cross, Joseph and Nicodemus, acted independently 
of the 12 disciples, and they used an extravagant amount of spices and perfume, 
to embalm the body of Jesus, and prepare it for burial in a tomb. He was worth it!  

That’s how much these people loved Jesus! When it counted they were prepared 
to come out into the open and show it, no matter what it would cost them. 
 
The Three Wise Women in the Garden, on Easter Sunday morning, likewise 
wanted to embalm Jesus body. They wondered how they would roll the stone 
away. If only they could have done it sooner, but it wasn’t possible.  
 
But still, they loved Jesus, and they wanted to show how much they loved him,  
in this tangible way, bringing their costly spices and perfume to the tomb. 
 
But to their amazement they discovered he wasn’t dead anymore! He was alive! 
He didn’t need their spices and their perfume anymore. 

‘Why do you seek the living among the dead?’ - Jesus was alive forevermore! 
 
Conclusion:  
 
So we started tonight talking about ‘The Price of Perfume’ – of all things! 
Maybe, like me, you think it’s far too expensive today!  
But you know what men, we still go out and buy it, don’t we?  
 
Why? Because we love our wives so much! - ‘Cause they’re worth it!’ 
 
Well then: How much do we really love Jesus? How much worth do we really 
attach to him?  
 
What are you willing to give back to Jesus for all that He has done for you?  
 
Do you love Him? Is He worthy? - ‘He is!’ 
 

______________ 
 

Now we’re going to watch a video clip to lead us into a time of open prayer. 
 

Andrew Peterson – ‘Is he Worthy?’ – from the Getty’s ‘Sing’ Conference: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMWrAqMWhWs 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMWrAqMWhWs

