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Armagh Baptist Church 
Sunday 8

th
 September 2019 – 11:00am 

1 Peter 3:1-6 – ‘How to live as the wife of an unsaved husband’ 
Introduction 
As I read through our Bible passage this morning, I’m sure some of you began to 
realise that I’m about to walk through a modern-day minefield:  

The relationship between a woman and her husband! 
 
Is the Bible’s view of the husband-wife relationship old-fashioned and out of 
date? Should it be discarded? - Some people obviously think so... 
 
But if you take that attitude to one part of Scripture (i.e. marriage) then where do 
you stop? Do you end up throwing it all out? 
 
I think we need to remember that this is God’s Word.  
Though the book is called ‘1 Peter’ because it was written by a man called Peter, 
we must remember that it was inspired by the Living God!  
 
It will also help us to remember that God’s Word should never be taken out of 
context, so we need to see who this passage was written for, and why it was 
written? 
 

(i) Remember the theme of this whole section from 2:11-3:22. 
 

It’s all about submission. Submission to the State; to earthly masters; and now 
here as marriage partners. And then from v.8 onwards we’ll see God calling us to 
submit to each other as members in the local church (or ‘be subject’ – v.1 ESV). 
 
These relationships are to be maintained even in difficult circumstances, as we 
have seen in 2:18 & 21. 
 
And why are we called to work at these relationships? Remember 2:12-13? 

- For the sake of the Lord (2:13) and, 
- For the sake of the Lost (2:12). 

 
So now as we come to look at the marriage relationship, those two principles still 
hold: 

- For the sake of the Lord (see 3:4) and, 
- For the sake of the Lost (see 3:1). 

 
N.B. From v.1 we see that the teaching that is given in this section is particularly 
for Christian wives who have unsaved husbands. 

For the Lord’s sake, they are called to work at their marriage relationship with the 
Lord’s help, for the sake (in this case) of a lost husband. 
So, this is good advice for the believing wife of an unsaved husband. 
 
But why, we might ask, did Peter not give similar advice for believing husbands of 
unsaved wives? 
 
Ans. For the simple reason that such a situation would have been very unlikely to 
arise in the First Century Roman world: 
 

- If a husband got saved then, the whole household would have followed 
him to his new religion since he was seen as the religious leader of the 
home (whether they individually got saved or not!) 
 

- However, if a wife got saved first, she would still have been expected to 
participate in her husband’s religion, as well as finding time for her 
newfound faith.  

 
As you can imagine, this became the cause of great tension for newly converted 
wives. This was quite likely their real sphere of suffering for Christ, and that’s why 
Peter deals with the subject of the wife-husband relationship here in the middle of 
a section all about suffering for Christ. 
 
In fact, in Ireland traditionally things haven’t been much different from that. 
Traditionally you got married in the bride’s church and then joined the husband’s 
church to bring up the family. If a husband got saved first, he would normally 
have found it quite easy to say which church they were going to go to.  
 
But if the wife got saved first, she often had to still continue to attend her 
husband’s church ‘for the sake of the children’ whether she liked it or not. 
I’m sure you can think of cases you know that could illustrate that? 
 
Maybe things are changing, but I think we are facing reality when we say that 
generally it was easier if the husband got saved first.  
But it can still be quite difficult for believing wives of unsaved husbands. 
 
That’s what we’re going to look at this morning. I simply intend to raise a few 
principles from God’s Word this morning that might help if you are in that 
situation, or if you have the chance to encourage someone who is. 
 
But first of all, I need to back up for a minute and say that the Bible teaches 
clearly that ‘the unequal yoke’ should not be entered upon deliberately: 
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2 Corinthians 6:14 – It is clearly commanded in God’s Word that a believer 
should not be ‘unequally yoked together with an unbeliever.’ It doesn’t matter 
how good-living, or up-right or respectable the unsaved partner is, if one partner 
is a Christian, and the other one is not, then they are definitely standing on 
different ground. They are unequally yoked together. And that principle applies as 
much to a business partnership as much as it does for marriage! 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 – This passage makes very clear the differences between a 
believer and an unbeliever. There are always differences between two people in 
a marriage, and those everyday differences are enough to deal with, without 
adding real spiritual differences as well. One of you stands in the kingdom of 
darkness, and the other one stands in the Kingdom of God’s marvellous light!  
So you are poles apart! 
 
Come now to 1 Peter 3:1 – The situation that Peter is talking about here is the 
case where two non-Christians have got married to each other some time ago, 
and then one of them – in this case, the wife – gets saved.  
So they didn’t enter the unequal yoke deliberately – it’s just that, so far, one of 
them has got saved, and the other one hasn’t – yet!  
So what follows in 1 Peter 3:1-6 are some principles to help the newly converted 
wife in her relationship now with her unsaved husband. 
 
Book: ‘How to be the happy wife of an unsaved husband’ by Linda Davis. The 
title sounds a bit corny, but I have lent it to a number of women in this situation 
over the years, and I think they found it helpful. It is very practical, very helpful, 
and I hope it is wise counsel too. I highly recommend it. The author herself got 
saved 15 years before her husband did, so she knows what she’s talking about. 
 
I just want to highlight 3 principles from 1 Peter 3 this morning.  
If you are the saved wife of an unsaved husband, you should... 
 

1. Practice more than you preach! (vs.1-2) 
 
How is a believing wife going to begin to win over her unsaved husband? 
 
Well, there’s no point in her starting to preach at him, or to ‘bash him over the 
head with her Bible’ every time he sits down for a quiet evening in!  
Because (v.1) he doesn’t believe the Bible for a start! 
 
So what should she do?  

NIV - ‘Win him over without words, by the behaviour of her life, 
and by the purity and reverence of her life.’ (vs.1-2) 

ESV – ‘They may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives,  
when they see your respectful and pure conduct.’ (v.1-2) 

 
So practice your faith, more than you preach it, first of all! 
 

- James would agree (James 2:18) –  
‘I will show you my faith by what I do!’ (NIV) ‘…by my works’ (ESV) 
That’s how to try to win someone over who can’t stand the Bible! 
These principles aren’t exclusively for an unequal-yoke marriage 
relationship – they’re for anybody you’re trying to witness to. 

 
- See also 2 Corinthians 5:19-20 – The moment someone gets saved 

they become ‘an Ambassador for Christ’ within their home. 
 

Now that the wife has got saved, she has become a bridgehead into her home for 
Christ, that never existed before. So she shouldn’t see her situation as a terrible 
chore, but as a real opportunity for God to work in her husband’s life and indeed 
in her family’s life – through her silent but faithful influence. God wants to work in 
her family now – and he wants to do it through her.  
 
She has every right to hold onto 2 Peter 3:9. Every day that God gives her is 
another day of his patience towards seeing her husband come to faith in Christ. 
Every day that she wakes she should remember she is God’s ambassador to 
reach her family just by the way she lives that day for Him. 
 
I’m not saying that she should never speak of Christ to her husband, but her 
emphasis should be on her behaviour and attitude within the home.  
If she’s getting that right, then opportunities to speak will come (1 Peter 3:15). 
 
Q. But does a Christian wife have to submit to an unsaved husband? 
 
Well, it says so in v.1. But if you have difficulty with the word ‘submit’ ‘or be 
subject’ (ESV) then compare Ephesians 5:22 with 5:33.  

‘Submit’ simply means ‘respect’. 
If you find it difficult submitting to your husband, then try respecting him, and if 
you can’t respect him, then why did you marry him? 
All a man really wants, whether he’s saved or not, is a wife who respects him for 
who he is. 
And all a woman really wants, whether she is saved or not, is a husband who 
loves her just the way she is. 
And if husbands and wives worked on respecting and loving one another there 
would be fewer problems in marriages.  
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That’s all Ephesians 5:33 asks for – Love and Respect – from both sides. 
‘Submission’ doesn’t mean that a man has the right to treat his wife like a slave, 
or a doormat to walk all over! Submission is a wife choosing to serve her 
husband because he is loving and respectful of her. 
 
But even Peter recognised that in an unequal yoke situation it is possible that the 
husband will try to walk all over his wife and treat her badly. He hints at this in v.6 
‘You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.’ (NIV) 
– ‘Fear’ speaks of the tyranny that a husband can try to hold over his wife. 
Perhaps in Christian marriages we don’t really know what that’s like – but it’s real 
in many homes. Never underestimate what a wife in an unhappy home 
sometimes has to put up with! 
 

- Elsewhere Paul acknowledges that sometimes the unbeliever’s reaction 
to their partner’s new-found faith can be so strong that the marriage 
could break up under the strain. (1 Corinthians 7:12-16) 
 

- If a husband reacts violently to her new-found faith, all the wife can do is 
commit it all to the Lord and ask him to take care of her, and work out the 
situation in her home. Jesus warned that the Gospel could have this 
effect in some homes. (Luke 12:51-53, 14:26-27) 

 
There are no easy answers in such situations, but our relationship with the Lord 
must be the most important relationship in a believer’s life.  
 
The principle applies here again: ‘We ought to obey God rather than men’ in a 
conflict situation like that. 
 
(So 1. Practice more than you Preach)… 
 

2. Concentrate on inner beauty more than outward (vs.3-4) 
 
Oh, here we go, he’s going to criticise cosmetics and jewellery, expensive clothes 
and beauty treatments, etc, etc! - Typical man! - No, I’m not! 
 
But just as ‘practicing’ her faith didn’t exclude ‘preaching’ it from time to time in 
vs.1-2, so looking after your inner beauty doesn’t exclude looking after your 
outward beauty either! 
 
A woman who always looked after herself before she got saved, who now lets 
herself go to pieces after she’s saved, isn’t going to make the Gospel look very 
attractive to her already sceptical husband, is she? 

Just as in vs.1-2 the emphasis was on practising your faith more than preaching 
it, so here in vs.3-4 the emphasis is on looking after your spiritual attractiveness 
as much as your physical appearance! 
 
After all, whoever saw an ambassador worth their salt not looking their best! 
 
Well the ambassador for Christ in the home should try to look attractive too! 
 
What is Peter saying here? 
 

(i) For the sake of a lost husband (v.3) look attractive, and take care 
of yourself, but... 
 

(ii) For the sake of the Lord, don’t forget that what really counts for him 
and what will really make you attractive to your husband is ‘the 
unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit.’ (v.4) 

 
There’s a tremendous woman in Proverbs 31. She looked after her family, she 
worked hard inside and outside the home, she supported her husband, and he 
was in no way ashamed of her, but it says this in v.30: 
 

‘Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; 
but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.’ 

 
Incidentally, in v.22, ‘she was clothed in fine linen and purple’ (attractive clothes) 
but she had learned the secret of true beauty – it was her gentle and quiet trust in 
the Lord: ‘her gentle and quiet spirit’ that really counted. 
 
Even if a husband was totally turned off by the Gospel, surely that in itself should 
make him sit up and take notice if he saw such a dramatic change in her whole 
attitude and outlook on life? 
 
So the women of the Bible weren’t afraid to make themselves physically 
attractive… (cf Esther 2:2-12 – she got a year’s supply of beauty treatments 
including perfumes and cosmetics!) …but those who were pleasing to the Lord 
and truly attractive were those who took care to produce the inner fruit of the 
spirit in their lives – Galatians 5:22-23 – ‘gentle’ and ‘quiet’ spirits? 
 
Again, if any of us want to make the Gospel attractive to anybody, that’s what we 
should be concentrating on – cultivating the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. 
 

1. Practice, more than you Preach.     2. Inward beauty, more than outward. 
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3. Take your role-models from the Bible, more than the world (vs.5-6) 
 
I’ve already touched on this referring to Esther and the woman of Proverbs 31, 
but Peter gives us another example in v.6 – Sarah – a name which literally 
means ‘God’s Princess’ – She was the wife of Abraham in the OT. 
 
In all the turmoil of feminism and gender equality today, there is nothing to be 
ashamed of, in taking the women of the Bible as your role models.  
There is nothing weak-willed about the women of the Bible. 
 
The woman of Proverbs 31 was unbelievable in terms of all she accomplished 
in her lifetime. Try living up to her energy and see how you get on!  
You couldn’t go far wrong with her: 
She looked after her family, she worked with her hands, she ran her own 
business, she bought property, and most of all her husband was proud of her, 
and she was an asset to him. Any unsaved man would be glad of her.  
He couldn’t fail to be impressed by her faith as well! 
 
There was nothing weak-willed about Esther either. In her position as Queen, 
she risked her life to stand up for her people, the Jews, when they needed her 
most. She saved the day, as far as they were concerned! 
 
And as for Sarah, Peter says she called her husband ‘lord’ or ‘master’ (v.6),  
but that didn’t mean she was his slave. Most of the time, she did what she was 
asked, but she often had a mind of her own too: 
 

- She laughed when she was told she was going to have a son in her old 
age, even though Abraham believed it. 
 

- She wasn’t happy about Hagar, and told Abraham so, and he did what 
she asked and sent Hagar and her son Ishmael away. 

 
But she had a healthy respect for her husband:  
 

- Where he was called; she followed,  
 

- And when she died, he mourned and grieved for her with all his heart – 
he truly loved her, even after 100 years together! 

 
That’s why Peter says, 

‘You are her children, if you do good 
and do not fear anything that is frightening.’ (v.6) 

You could do a lot worse than follow in the footsteps of the women of the Bible! 
  
You could do much worse if you followed in the footsteps of some of the 
Hollywood film stars, or the people who walk into your living room every night on 
the TV soaps!  
 
So take your role models from the Bible, not the world! 
 
Summary: 
 
Don’t enter the unequal yoke deliberately… 
Because you’ve no guarantee that God will save your marriage partner. 
 
But if you are already in an unequal yoke marriage, then the 3 principles if you 
want to try to win your partner for Christ, are these: 
 

1. Practice your faith, more than you preach it. 
 

2. Concentrate on your inner beauty, more than outward. 
 

3. Take your role models from the Bible, more than the world. 
 
Here’s a question for all of us, as we close:  
 

If your partner was still unsaved, would your behaviour and attitude towards 
them right now, help to convert them to Christ, or would it put them off? 

 


