
1 

 

Armagh Baptist Church 
Sunday 27

th
 October 2019 – 6:30pm 

Mark 14:51-15:15 
“The Three Deniers” 

Introduction 
The passage before us tonight deals with the well-known story of Peter’s Denial. 
He denied any knowledge of his Lord, not once but 3 times, until in fulfilment of 
Jesus’ prediction in Mark 14:30, the cock crowed, reminding Peter of his failure, 
and his Lord’s displeasure.  
 
This is a well-known part of the story leading up to the cross.  
But did you notice that there are actually three people in our passage tonight.  
And if you look closely at them you’ll find that each one of them is a denier. 
 
The three people are: 1. The High Priest 2. Peter 3. Pilate. 
 
I want us to look at these three men tonight in order to see exactly what each one 
of them was denying, because each of them has an important warning for us. 
 
1. The Priest – Denied his Office (14:53-65) 
 
He denied his responsibility.  
What is a priest’s job? A priest’s job is to bring people to God.  
He’s a go-between to represent people before God. 
 
The High Priest’s job in our passage, was to bring people to God, and yet there is 
the Son of God standing in front of him, and he refuses to recognise him, himself! 
  
Here was his opportunity to accept who Jesus was and to convince the people to 
accept Christ too, and prevent them from crucifying him, and yet he refuses to 
recognise who Jesus is - The Son of God – nor to lead people to trust in Him.  
 
But you know, this man was without excuse! 
 
(i) The prophecies of Scripture were fulfilled by Jesus to the letter. 
(ii) Jesus’ miracles showed who he was (John 14:9-11)  
(iii) Nicodemus even saw that (John 3:2). 
(iv) Jesus’ teaching. -  “No man ever spoke like this man.” 
   “They marvelled at his authority.” 
(v) The perfect life of Christ. - He was sinless, perfect. Absolutely “Not guilty” of 
anything, and yet (here in vs.55-60) the High Priest tries to trump up a charge 
against him. 

(vi) And in vs.61-65, when they couldn’t convict him of any evil, they accused him 
of blasphemy, and struck him and spat on him, in exasperation. 
 
The High Priest denied his office. And he’d lost his opportunity to accept Christ. 
Indeed, because he hadn’t accepted Christ, he couldn’t point the people to 
Christ!  
 
And sadly the same is true today. If a priest or minister doesn’t know Christ 
himself personally as his Saviour, then he can’t point the members of his 
congregation to Christ either. Such men are denying the whole point of their 
office, and the Lord will one day hold them accountable for it.  
 
It’s a very serious matter indeed! – So the Priest denied his Office. 
 
2. Peter - Denied his Lord (14:66-72) 
 
Notice in vs.53-54, while Jesus was led into the High Priest’s palace, and was 
surrounded by the leaders of Judaism, to be tried on those trumped up charges, 
down below in the courtyard, Peter had followed Jesus at a distance.  
 
So he’s in the courtyard of the High Priest’s palace, and he’s sitting warming 
himself at the fire in the middle of the courtyard. 
 
Remember, Peter was one of Jesus’ closest friends while he was here on earth. 
Peter, together with James and John, were part of the inner circle of disciples. 
These three were the closest to Christ. They had more privileges and insights 
into who Jesus was than any of the other disciples – e.g. they were there… 
  

- At the healing of Jairus’ daughter, 
- On the Mount of Transfiguration, 
- And Peter had actually walked on the water towards Jesus! 

 
Surely Peter, more than any of the others, should have been the one to stand 
true to his Lord right to the end. 
  
But, “Let him who thinks he stands, take heed, lest he fall!” Those who’ve been 
exalted more than others - usually have further to fall, and harder! 
 
None of us as Christians is beyond failure. Any of us can give in to temptation. 
Peter was tempted to deny his Lord, and sadly, he gave in - under pressure. 
 
Peter knew that his Lord’s life was in danger.  
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Perhaps he thought his own life was at risk too?  
Perhaps he was afraid. 
Perhaps he was disillusioned that his master had been arrested. 
 (He’d expected him to become King in Israel!) 
Perhaps he was just unwilling to admit that he was the disciple of a man who was 
now being treated as no better than a common criminal. 
Whatever the reason - Peter denied his Lord 3 times! 
 
Now I want you to notice a couple of little details – one in this passage, and 
one in John 18:15… 
 
Mark 14:51, we believe, to be a reference to the author of this Gospel, Mark 
himself. He doesn’t portray himself in a very flattering way, but we discover that 
he was present with Peter and the other disciples at the arrest of Jesus. 
He was trying to follow his Lord, to see where they were taking him, but when 
they seized him, he left his cloak in their hands, and he ran for his life. That was 
Mark. 
 
But then come to John 18:15 and we discover that as well as Peter following 
Jesus into the High Priest’s courtyard, there was ‘another disciple’ present too. 
 
(John 18:15) - “Another disciple” – Again, just like Mark, this is John’s cryptic way 
of referring to himself.  
John was with Peter - he wasn’t on his own when he denied his Lord!  
N.B. John was known to the High Priest. Perhaps the High Priest even knew that 
John was a disciple of Jesus - but John didn’t deny his Lord! And yet Peter did!  
 
Why did Peter refused to admit that he was a disciple to 3 different people? 
 
(vs.66-68) - First of all to a servant girl (just one person). 
(vs.69-70) - Secondly to the servant girl & bystanders around the fire (a group). 
(v.70) - Thirdly to the same group of bystanders again! 
 
Each time it became harder and harder for Peter to admit who he was. When you 
deny the Lord once, it becomes harder and harder for you to take your stand for 
him later. It’s best to take your stand right from the beginning. Otherwise it 
becomes easier just to go along with the crowd, and to keep quiet about Jesus. 
  
Peter was in the wrong company anyway: 
(v.54a) - Peter “was sitting with the guards” - With the enemies of Christ. 
(v.54b) – He was “warming himself at the fire” - he was in the wrong place. 
And so he gave in to their questioning. 

Notice how each time Peter is challenged, the accusation becomes stronger: 
(v.67) ‘You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus’ – from the servant girl on her 
own.  
(v.69) ‘This man is one of them.’ – from the servant girl to the bystanders. 
(v.70) ‘Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.’ – the bystanders. 
Peter was found out. His accent gave him away, He was a Galilean fisherman.  
But by now Peter was implicated, and he couldn’t admit to being with Christ. 
Peter was trapped. So he lied. Not once, but three times – and look at v.71 – he 
began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear – “I do not know this man of 
whom you speak!” – Imagine using curses and swear words to deny your Lord as 
a Christian! 
  
Can you imagine how much that must have hurt the Lord? 
 
The rooster had already crowed for the first time (in v.68) when Peter denied his 
Lord the first time.  
But now the rooster crows the second time (in v.72) and Peter remembered how 
Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three 
times.” And that’s exactly what had just happened.  
 
At that Peter realised what he had done and he broke down and wept!  
He was under conviction of sin, and he broke down and wept bitterly. 
There is nothing wrong with tears as you make your way to Jesus. 
 
I believe we’ve had some very emotional times during this past week, as we 
heard the Gospel being preached in this place, as we heard songs being song 
about the cross, as we heard people telling their personal stories of the hurt and 
the pain they have come through, but how God lovingly brought them to himself, 
and I’m sure, like me, you had to wipe an odd tear from your eye. 
There’s nothing wrong with tears as you make your way to the Lord. 
 
But here Peter was in tears because he’d wandered away from the Lord.  
He had denied his Lord, even with oaths and curses! So he cried! 
There’s nothing wrong with tears when you realise you’ve got away from the 
Lord. But the question is, what are you going to do now? 
Are you going to come back? Are you going to repent of whatever you’ve done? 
Are you going to make your way back to the Lord? In repentance and faith 
again? 
  
Don’t grieve your Lord by denying Him before others. Like Peter, you’ll never be 
happy, if you do. Take your stand, take the flack. It will be worth it all in the end.  
The Lord will honour you, even if men don’t. Don’t deny your Lord. 
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And if you have, repent of it, and come back to the Lord while there’s still time. 
 
The High Priest denied his Office, Peter denied his Lord, and finally… 
 
3. Pilate – Denied his Conscience (15:1-15) 
 
All that we’ve looked at so far took place during the night. 

‘Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.’ 
Many an evil deed was done that night as Jesus was arrested and tried on 
trumped up charges. 
 
Now, as soon as it was morning, the Chief Priest has had enough, so he wants to 
pass the buck, he wants to hand Jesus over to the Roman authorities, because 
at the end of the day, the Jews couldn’t put anybody to death, only the Romans 
could. So here at the beginning of chapter 15, Jesus is handed over from the 
Jews to the Romans.  
 
From a Priest who denied his office, to Pilate who will soon deny his conscience. 
 
Pilate begins by asking him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ (v.2) 
Pilate, being a political leader asks a political question. Are you a King? 
 
Notice back in vs.61-62 the High Priest had asked a religious question: 
‘Are you the Christ (The Messiah) The Son of the Blessed?’ (v.61) 
On that occasion Jesus spoke up and said, “I am.” (the OT name for God) 
But then he added, “You will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 
 
If this High Priest had known the OT Scriptures, he should have known that 
Jesus was claiming to be the figure in Daniel 7:14 – The Son of Man, who would 
one day come on the clouds of heaven. The one who would sit at the right hand 
of God on high. And yet all he could do was tear his clothes and accuse Jesus of 
blasphemy! 
 
Here in Mark 15:2 when Pilate asks the political question: “Are you the King of 
the Jews?” again Jesus spoke up, and simply said, “You have said so.” 
 
You know, sometimes we get the impression that Jesus said nothing when he 
was accused of these things. Yes, he was ‘led like a lamb to the slaughter and as 
a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.’ (Isaiah 53), 
but that simply means that he didn’t retaliate or resist his arrest, but he did speak 
occasionally, and when he spoke he continued to prove to us who he was –  

He was the King of the Jews, descended from King David, and He was the Son 
of Man, who was to come on the clouds of heaven, and who would sit in the 
place of power at the right hand of God in heaven. But to be all that, and to do all 
that, He had to go through the cross for you and for me. 
 
The chief priests continued to accuse Jesus of many things before Pilate, but 
that’s when Jesus went quiet – he’d said enough, all he needed to say (vs.3-5). 
 
Now Pilate had a custom, around the time of the Passover Feast, he could 
release one prisoner at the request of the crowd (v.6). 
 
On this occasion the crowd was given a clear choice between a man called 
Barabbas, who was a rebel leader, a rioter - he had actually committed murder in 
a recent uprising. Or they could have Jesus, the King of the Jews. 
 
Pilate knew that the chief priests were just acting out of envy. 
Pilate knew that they were stirring up the crowd to ask for Barabbas instead. 
 
So Pilate said, ‘What shall I do with the man you call the King of the Jews?’ 
And the crowd cried out, ‘Crucify Him!’ (v.13) 
Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ (v.14) 
But they shouted all the more, ‘Crucify Him!’ (v.14)  
 
So Pilate went against his better judgement. He knew Jesus was innocent, and 
yet he gave in and had him crucified, even though he’d done nothing wrong! 
(v.15) 
 
Three times in John’s Gospel, Pilate actually said so: 
 
(18:38) - “I find no basis for a charge against him.” 
(19:4) - “I find no basis for a charge against him.” 
(19:6) - “I find no basis for a charge against him.” 

  
The Jews had no charge against Jesus either - (18:29,30).  
They just wanted him dead! (v.31). 
  
Pilate knew Jesus should be released: 
 
Three times he actually tried to get out of his responsibility: 
 
But in the end, he denied his better judgement, and had Jesus put to death. 
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Conclusion 
 
So the High Priest denied his office - He failed to bring men to God. 
 
Peter denied his Lord with oaths and curses, and in floods of tears. 
 
Pilate denied his better judgement, put the perfect Son of God to death,  
and released a dangerous criminal instead. 
 
But you know what, in Barabbas, we have a picture of what God can do for each 
one of us. If we will only see Jesus dying on that cross for our own personal sins, 
then we get to go free like Barabbas, because Jesus has taken our place too. 
 

- Jesus is our Great High Priest, who can bring us to God. 
 

- Jesus is our Substitute, who has died in our place. 
 

- Jesus can be your Lord and Saviour, if only you’ll trust him today.  
 
Don’t deny your better judgement tonight, don’t deny your Lord, come to him and 
trust him right now. Amen 
 
 


